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tO THE RtGHT HONOURABLE 

ROBERT LORD HENRY, 

BARON OF GRAINGE, 

lord high chancellor of great britain. 

My Lord* 

W HEN the following Translation was first sent 
abroad, I endeavoured not to shelter it under any 
illustrious name* It was more agreeable to my 
sentiments, as it seemed to be more consistent also 
with candour and with justice* that it should find its 
way through the public favour to some particular 
patron, than that a patron , how great soever, should 
impose it by his single sanction on the public. 
The hopes, which I at that time entertained, are 
now fully answered ; and your Lordship's appro- 
bation has stamped the last authority upon the general 
voice. 

But not content with approving only, your Lord- 
ship has been pleased to interest in some degree 
your own name likewise in the future fortune of my 
work ; by permitting me to address this new edition 
of it to your more immediate favour and protection. 
As this is an indulgence, which must on my part 
always demand the most grateful acknowledgments, 
so may I not also presume to add, that it will not 
perhaps detract even from your own dignity or 

vol. i. b 



11 



DEDICATION. 



praise, that your Lordship, while invested with the 
honours, and surrounded by the cares, that belong 
to the first and most important of all civil offices, 
withdrew not your attention from those studies, 
which, in every polished age and country, have been 
regarded as the source of public wisdom as well as 
virtue, and as the ornament of social life. 

I am, my Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obliged, 

and most humble servant, 

JAMfcS HAMCTO& 



PREFACE. 



AMONG all the historians of antiquity, whose 
works bare been judged worthy of the admiration or 
regard of later times, there is none perhaps so little 
known as the author who is now offered. to die 
public. The words, grave, judicious, excellent, are 
indeed transmitted from pen to pen, and fill the 
mouth of every critic. But though the name of 
Polybius be thus still accompanied with some mark 
of respect and honour, his real character has re- 
mained .almost unnoticed; and his writings,, even 
though confessed to be the object of esteem and 
praise, by degrees have fallen under that kind of 
neglect and general disregard, which usually foreruns 
oblivion. 

It may be useful, therefore, to consider some of 
the chief among the causes that have concurred to 
produce so perverse an accident, before we attempt 
to lead the reader into a closer view of those many 
excellencies that are peculiar to. the following his- 
tory, and which drew towards it the attention of the 
wise and learned) in the enlightened times of Greece 
and Rome. 

Amidst all the. advantages which the moderns are 

bs 



iv PREFACE. 

by many supposed to have gained against the 
ancients, with respect to the points of useful know-* 
ledge, and the enlargement of all true and solid 
science, it cannot but be allowed that, in the art 
of writing, the latter still maintain their rank un- 
rivalled ; and that the graces and the charms, the 
exactness, strength, and energy, which make se- 
verally the character of their most perfect compo- 
sitions, are in vain sought for in the productions of 
the present age. Those, therefore, that take into, 
their hands the remains of any celebrated' name 
either of Greece or Rome, are in the first place 
accustomed to expect, if not a faultless work, yet 
some display at least of that superiority, which the 
warmest emulation has not yet been able to exceed ; 
dome beamings of those excellencies, which strike 
and captivate the mind, and render irresistible the 
words of wisdom, when delivered from the lips of 
beauty. It is not, therefore, judged sufficient, that 
the matter be grave and weighty, unless the manner 
also be enchanting. In vain are things disposed in 
order, and words made expressive of the sense. 
We demand likewise an arrangement that may 
please the fancy ; and a harmony that may fill the 
ear. Or, on the other hand, if the style be such as 
rejects the embellishments of art, yet let us find 
in it at least that full and close conciseness, that 
commanding dignity, that smooth and pure sim- 
plicity, in a word, those naked graces, which 
outshine all ornament. 

Such are the expectations of every reader, who 
has gained a taste sufficient to discern, that these 
beauties are in fact diffused through all the finished 
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pieces of antiquity. For though even among the 
ancients, there were as many different styles as 
authors, yet nature and sound criticism, which 
drew its rules from nature, referred them all to two 
or three general kinds, of which each had its esta- 
blished laws ; which, while they served to instruct 
the writer in his art, afforded likewise a sure cri- 
terion by which his works were either censured or 
approved. Was it the purpose of an author to 

* recite past events, or convey lessons of instruction, 
in a language simple and unadorned ? It was de- 
manded by these laws, that his style should be 
concise and pure; that the sentiment and diction 
should be closely joined ; and no word admitted 
that did not add somewhat to the sense ; that 
through the whole should be found a certain air of 
ease and freedom, mixed, however, with strength 
and dignity ; and that, void of all appearance of 
study and of art, he should strive to make even 
negligence itself alluring. If, on the contrary, his 
desire was to excel in the florid kind, the same laws 
required, that the simple charms of nature should 
be adorned with all the elegance, and pomp of art ; 
that splendid images should flatter and delude die 
fancy ; that the diction should be noble, polite, and 
brilliant ; . that every word should be dressed in 
smiles ; and that the periods should be measured 

♦ with the nicest care ; be joined together in the 
softest bands of harmony ; and flow intermingled, 
without obstacle or pause. Lastly, with respect to 
that likewise which was called the intermediate kind 
of composition, these laws were careful also to pte- 
scribe the proper temperament, in which the beau- 

bS 
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ties of the former two should meet and be united ; 
and to adjust the mixture of the graceful and au- 
stere, the artificial and the simple, in such exact 
proportion, that the one never should prevail against 
the other, but both govern through the whole with a 
kind of mingled sway. 

Now with regard to the author of the fallowing 
work, it must freely be acknowledged that, instead 
of having gained any approved degree of excellence 
in either of these established modes of composition, 
he, on the contrary* revolts alike against the Iaws of 
all* Instead of charms that might allure, an energy 
that might command, or flowing softness that might 
carry with it the attention of the reader, we meet at 
every step some deformity which excites disgust, 
some coldness which offends, some obstacles which 
expose our patience to the severest proof. Instead 
of elegant simplicity, we find in every part a rustic 
coarseness ; instead of a neat and clear conciseness, 
a redundance of impure expression ; instead of an 
assemblage of kindred images, allusions remote and 
forced ; and, in the place of a full, majestic, and 
continued harmony, sounds that fatigue and wound 
the ear, periods broken and trans versed. It cannot, 
therefore, be greatly wondered at that many, even 
among the warm admirers of antiquity, should have 
been discouraged from perusing writings which are 
void of all the charms of nature and of art ; which 
display neither elegance nor strength ; neither ease 
nor dignity; simplicity nor majesty; but are, in 
every part, disfigured, either by tasteless $nd ill- 
sorted ornaments, or a negligence that is wholly 
destitute, of grace. 
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But, besides the utter want of all those beauties 
that reign through the compositions of the other 
celebrated ancients, there is also in Polybius one 
eminent vice, which must be allowed to have been 
pot less the cause than that now mentioned, of the 
almost general disregard to which his works have 
been condemned. This is the obscurity which is 
found, as we may say, in every page through all the 
following history. For it is not that obscurity 
which springs solely from those ancient manners, 
customs, science, discipline, which, though they 
were familiar to the times in which the author 
vyrote, are unknown to the present age. Nor is it 
that only, on the other hand, which is caused by 
the ravages of years; that which never fails to 
attend a mangled or corrupted text. But it is such 
as may well be termed a congenial and inbred ob- 
scurity; an ob^urity which results from compli- 
cated and embarrassed sense ; from periods disor- 
dered and transposed ; from useless expletives ; and 
from words which are either, destitute of any signifl- 
c^tion, or employed in one so different from their 
own, thajt evep those who are most conversant in 
the language, are oftentimes entangled in a maze of 
doubt and intricacy, from which, after all their ef- 
forts, they are never able to get free. 

Some other causes of lighter moment might be 
mentioned, aft having in part contributed tp produce 
the effect of which we are speaking**. But these 

* Among tji^se, wf may just take nptice of an opinion which 
has prevailed wit|i many, that the following history, with 
re$p$ct botfi to tfye matter which it contains, and the manner 

b4 
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are the principal, and most important. And in- 
deed, to say the truth, how reasonable must it be 

also in which the work is executed, tends principally to pro- 
mote the improvement of that knowledge which relates to war, 
and cannot even easily be understood, but by those only who 
have passed their life in camps. This prejudice, if it drew not 
its beginning, seemB, however, to have been chiefly propagated 
from the pains of a lively Frenchman, who some years ago 
presented the author to the public in all the pomp of military 
dress; and under the weight of an enlarged and bulky com- 
ment, in which the sentiment now mentioned is every where 
industriously repeated and enforced, stifled the merit of a judi- 
cious and sensible translation. But his profession, it seems,' 
was that of arms 5 and most admirably does self-love perform 
its part. For being first persuaded that, among all the objects 
of human knowledge and enquiry, there was none more noble 
and important than the art in which himself was skilled, he 
boldly mistakes, for the characteristical distinction in the 
original, that which was only an incidental excellence; and 
from thence forms, as he expresses it, the grand design of 
raising, upon those materials that were before him, a complete 
military structure $ as if the purpose of this great historian had 
been simply to compose a body of tactics, or a treatise on the 
stratagems of war 5 and not rather to illustrate and explain the 
most sublime of all the subjects of civil science, which the 
annals of mankind can boast 5 to shew, " from what causes, 
and through what kind of government, almost the whole 
habitable world, in less than the course of fifty-three years, was 
reduced beneath the Roman yoke.'* But indeed the whole 
weakness and absurdity of this conceit will appear so manifest 
from the very firf t pages of the history, that it is not necessary 
to employ in this place any greater pains to expose it. I shall, 
therefore, only add, with respect to the opinion above-men- 
tioned, that first, it is by no means in general true, as the 
favourers of this opinion are ever ready to affirm, that the 
description of sieges and of battles, as they occur in ancient 
authors, cannot easily be understood but by those only who 
have passed their life in camps. If, indeed, the business that is 
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thought that such an author should at once be 
abandoned to oblivion or contempt ; unless, per- 

here required were to weigh the difficulties, and to decide con- 
cerning the expediency or the rashness, of any military enter- 
prise ; to applaud, or to condemn, the disposition of an army 
in the field ; to display the prudence, or to detect the errors, of a 
general j this would doubtless be a province which every man 
of letters would most willingly resign, to those whose studies 
% and experience had qualified them in a more peculiar manner 
to be judges in it. But when the task, as in reading or trans- 
lating, is simply to apprehend the meaning of the terms in any 
ancient and dead language, it is clear that this can be only 
done, and that in most cases it has been done effectually, by 
surveying the analogy of the language, examining well the 
context, and tracing all the various significations in which the 
same terms are used by different writers. Secondly, these 
descriptions, as they are more full and perfect, are more per- 
spicuous also in Polybius, than those that are found in other 
writers. For as he had been himself employed in the exercise 
of arms, and had joined to a consummate skill, a long expe- 
rience likewise in the art of war, he from thence was able to 
relate all military events with clearness and precision ; to assign 
to every term its own proper place and peculiar sense) end to 
avoid that intricacy in which the historians, who have trans- 
mitted to us an account of the Roman wars, are frequently 
entangled. In the last place we may remark, that the inten- 
tion of the author in that very comment of which we have been 
speaking, was not, as is commonly supposed, to illustrate or 
remove tne difficulties of the original, but chiefly to accommo- 
date to his own favourite system the battles which are there 
described ; and to make, as himself declares, " Polybius more 
subservient to the comment, than the comment to Polybius.** 
From hence, therefore, has it happened, as it might indeed 
most reasonably be expected, and as every candid and judicious 
reader will be ready to acknowledge, that, in the execution of 
this bold design, numberless passages are tortured, misunder- 
stood., and misapplied ; and that even the prints which are 
added in the work are, in many important points, defective ; 
and in many also repugnant to (he plain expressions of the text. 
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baps* there sfaoukl be found under this rough cover? 
ipg some delicious kind of fruit ; some excellencies 
which may be esteemed a more than equal counter- 
poise to his defects. And this is that which we 
shall now consider. 

In all the various history of that great people, 
whose power, from small contemptible beginnings, 
was by degrees extended to the limits of the world,, 
apd whose virtue, policy, and laws, are still respected 
and approved, if there be any part more useful, more 
important, and more illustrious than the rest, it is, 
beyond alt doubt, that very period which furnished 
the materials of the following work. A period not 
weakened and deformed by senseless fictions, the 
offspring of wild vanity, and impure tradition ; but 
resting on the grounds of solid truth, and unsus* 
pected testimony. A period which displays this 
celebrated empire, not struggling with the dangers 
and the ills of feeble infancy, nor tottering under the 
oppressive weight of age ; but firm in manly strengths 
mature in vigour, active, ardent, uncontrolled, invin- 
cible. In the scene here presented to us we are not, 
on the one hand, led to view the momentary wars, 
the precarious and unmeditated conquests, the intes- 
tine feuds and jealousies, the rage and madness, of a 
half-instructed and half-policied people, rough and 
savage in their manners, virtuous to the extreme, 
and exulting in a licentious and ungovernable free- 
dom. Nor is it, on the other hand, the sad picture 
of a state, corrupted and dispirited through the soft 
arts of luxury, disgraced by vices, and enslaved to 
tyrants. The annals of this period offer a for nobler 
spectacle ; a government arrived at perfect growth, 
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and flourishing in the fairest form ; a steady, deep, 
exten* ive, and foreseeing policy ; a people* joined 
together by great and generous sentiment*, even 
more than by the ties of common interest ; a sove- 
reign power, exerted solely to maintain the general 
good ; a liberty restrained by reason, and eubmissivo 
to the authority of laws* 

A state thus framed, and thus conducted, could 

not long remain insensible of its own inherent 

strength and force. From this time, therefore* it 

seemed to be a matter of small moment and wpfflfa 

ance to the Romans that they should be able efieo* 

tually to employ their talents and their power to 

maintain their empire in tranquillity and dignity, to 

afford security to their allies, and hold all the neigh* 

bouring states under due restraint. Seated m it 

were upon a strong and lofty eminence, they begin 

now to extend their views even to countries the moat 

remote ; and resolve to bend the most haughty and 

most powerful kingdoms to their laws. The con* 

quest of the world was judged to be an easy task to 

a people whose expectations of success were not 

founded upon their armies, however strong and 

numerous, nor even upon their military . skill and 

discipline, however perfect and accomplished; but 

sprung solely from the exertion of a steady wisdom r 

and sedate discernment; from a foresight, which 

had weighed all difficulties ; from regular designs, 

whose joint dependence F30 of itself sufficient to 

carry them into execution .; from vigorous counsels, 

which dtsd?)ued resistance ; and from a firmness 

which derjded ill success, and rose superior to the 

heaviest strokes of fortune. Nor did die event in 
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any point deceive their hopes. The most skilful, 
dexterous, and undaunted general of all that the 
world had seen, in vain leads his army from the 
extreme boundaries of Spain, traverses the Pyre- 
naeans and the Alps, and falls, like thunder, upon 
Italy. Battle after battle lost, the bravest of the 
legions slain, the country wasted and destroyed, 
provinces revolting or subdued, in vain threaten the 
extinction of the name of Rome. The Romans, 
conscious still of their superior force, and standing 
firm against misfortune, are persuaded that, unless 
themselves first lose all hope, their country never can 
be lost. Their wounds, though deep and bleeding, 
instead of draining from the members all their vital 
strength , serve only to call forth new streams of 
vigour from the heart. Their policy, their manners, 
the frame itself of the republic, all join to afford re- 
sources inexhaustible, and which seem even to be 
mutti plied by their defeats. Thus armed, and thus 
supported, what wonder was it that, in the end, they 
should prevail against an enemy whose very govern- 
ment itself, instead of being fortified with the like 
advantages, was such as baffled even the fortune and 
the skill of their own enterprising and triumphant 
general, and rendered useless all his victories. * An- 
nibal, enfeebled by success, exhausted by continual 
conquest, and in vain exerting his utmost efforts to 
subdue a people who rose with redoubled strength 
from every fall, was at last forced to return, and 
employ all his courage and abilities to rescue his own 
proper country from that destruction with which he 
had so lately threatened Rome. But what courage, 
what abilities, could prolong the existence of an 
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empire, destitute of all internal force, and which 
carried in its bosom the immediate causes of decay 
and dissolution ? The haughty Carthage, the tyrant 
of Spain and Afric, the sovereign mistress of com- 
merce and the sea, bends her neck to the yoke ; and 
from this time leaves full leisure to the Romans to 
pursue, step by step, the traces of their first design ; 
to remove each obstacle as they advanced ; to divide, 
unite, oppose, and counterbalance, the interests and 
the strength of the most formidable states, till they 
all became alike incapable of resisting, and were in 
turn compelled to feel and to acknowledge that they 
had no laws left, no counsels, customs, manners, 
policy, but the sole will of this invincible and wise 

republic b . . 

Such were the times in which Polybius lived; 

and such the spectacle which he chose to illustrate 
in his writings. A spectacle, transcending all that 
can be offered to our view, I do not say in the rude 
age of Rome, but in those admired and boasted an- 
nals likewise which belong to the later periods of 



b It seemed unnecessary to enter here into any more circum- 
stantial or particular detail of the design and limits of the his- 
tory, or to enumerate singly all the events which it contained $ 
not only because the author himself has given a very distinct 
and clear account both of the general form and nature of his 
undertaking, aud of the distribution and the order of its several 
parts , but because it has happened likewise that of the whole 
of the original work, which was extended to the number of forty 
books, five only have been rescued from the hand of time, yet 
these, as they are come to us entire, so are they perfect also with 
respect to the subjects of which they treat; and will, if I mis- 
take not, fully exemplify all that is affirmed concerning the cha- 
racter and peculiar talents ^)f the author. 
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tihis great empire * as much as disorder is excelled 
by union ; effeminate baseness, Jby heroic bravery ; 
Corrupted manners, by disinterested virtue; vile 
submission, by a generous and toanly love of liberty ; 
t*r the little arts of jealous tyrants «nd ambitious mi- 
nisters, temporary shifts, and expedients of a day, 
by that enlarged and powerfhl policy, which loots 
■forward to all future time, embraces every object, 
land attracts within the circle of its system every 
possible event. 

As the subject, therefore, is thus great and in- 
teresting, let us, in the next place, examine likewise, 
whether the work itself be not distinguished also by 
some peculiar characters of excellence that raise it 
above other histories, and which serve clearly to il- 
lustrate and enforce the dignity and whole import- 
ance of the events of which it treats. 

If we consider first, what kind of talents, genius, 
and abilities, should be required to display in the 
Fullest light the wonders of so august a scene, and 
to point out distinctly, to the present and to future 
times, all the advantages that might be drawn from 
a period 'thus pregnant with instruction, it will at 
once be obvious to remark, that such a work must 
very far exceed the highest reach of any rhetorician, 
however eloquent and learned, or apy sophist, how- 
ever penetrating and acute ; and could only be suc- 
cessfully performed by one whose knowledge of 
mankind, and long practice in the affairs of govern- 
otent, joined to an habitual and close attention to 
the designs, the workings, and effects of policy, had 
enabled him to M up the veil, and to view at leisure 
the secret springs that actuated, and pushed for- 
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wards, all the great machine ; by wie whose fortunes 
and condition had opened to him the teeaft s of being 
perfectly instructed and informed ; by one who bud 
been hhnsdf a Witness to tile events which he f*. 
lates, or had received his accounts ait least from those 
that were ; by one whom credulity, or vanity, never 
£otild incline to disgrace &e truth by splendid mint* 
cles, and deform (act by fiction ; and lastly, by one 
Whose natural love of virtue, and consciousness tif 
the importance of the trust in which he had engaged, 
should force his own passions, humour, interest, to 
M back and to disappear, and substitute in their 
place an exactness, candour, "and fidelity, superior 
to 'reproach or censure, and exempt from all suspi- 
cion. 

Such must be the writer to whose testimony we 
should yield a full assent, to whose authority we drould 
submit, and whose wisdom we should blindly trudt 
to guide us, through die long hfcyritith of causes and 
■events, into a clear and comprehensive view of tbe 
motions, advancement, and whole progress, of the 
Rbtnan greatness; and such, in every point, was 
that historian whose character we are here endeavour- 
ing to describe. Illustrious by bis birth, and itirt 
less distinguished by the greatness of his sentiments, 
the Wisdom of his counsels, his skill in War, his 
steady virtue, and sincere attachment to the interests 
of his country, he began to be considered, even in 
early age, ad the chief support of that republic in 
whose firmness were deposited the small remains bf 
'Grecian liberty. As on the one hand, therefore, his 
rank and his abilities, with the important parts 
which he sustained in every public measure and 
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debate, disclosed to him all the various scenes of go- 
vernment ; so the condition also of the times, and his 
earnest zeal for the general good, urged him, on the 
other hand, to call forth every talent into action ; to 
survey with the nicest care the present and past for- 
tunes of his country ; to trace backwards every step 
by which subjection had advanced towards them in 
the place of glory ; and to review, to weigh, and to 
examine, the designs, effects, and influence, of that 
artful and ambitious policy, which, after having con- 
quered or deluded so many different nations, had at 
last triumphed likewise over Greece, and, under the 
specious pretence of restoring every city to indepen- 
dency and freedom, had, in reality, infolded all alike 
in silken fetters, to be loosened, or strained close, as 
occasion should demand. 

Such talents, such experience, and such researches, 
might doubtless have delayed, though not averted, 
the last fatal stroke, which not long afterwards com- 
pleted the destruction of the Achaeans, and of Greece, 
But the Romans, from whose attention the most 
distant danger never could escape, made haste to de- 
prive a people, whom they had destined to be slaves, 
of the assistance and support of every citizen whose 
courage or abilities seemed likely to spread wide a 
contagious spirit, and, together with the love of free- 
dom, to inspire also by degrees a strength sufficient 
to shake off the yoke. 

This banishment, which was decreed ift common 
to all the inhabitants of Peloponnesus, whose virtue 
was become their crime, as it was honourable to Po- 
lybius, proved highly beneficial likewise to all future 
times. Torn by violence from the service of his 
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country, and fixed to a long abode in that great city, 
which was the fountain of all the counsels that di- 
rected and sustained the Roman empire, he had now 
both leisure and the means to draw together the in- 
struction that was requisite, for carrying into execu- 
tion the design which he had formed ; to compare 
observation and conjecture with fact and certainty; 
to copy the detail of all great events from authentic 
monuments, and from the memoirs of those illus- 
trious persons, who had been the chief actors in the 
scene; to view closely, and without disguise, the 
manners, temper, inclinations, and whole conduct of a 
people, who had thus forced the most powerful king- 
doms to receive their laws ; to inspect all the move- 
ments of that regulated wisdom which had saved 
their state from imminent ruin ; and to trace to their 
sources those internal springs of strength and vigour 
which had nourished and enlarged its growth ; in a 
word, to compose that history, which, piercing 
through the clouds of ignorance and error, assigned 
to every incident its own genuine motive ; unfolded 
the most complicated causes ; and, by joining to an 
exact and accurate description of wars, embassies, 
and treaties, a full and distinct display of the coun- 
sels, maxims, laws, the prudence, constancy, and 
courage, with the whole military and domestic dis- 
cipline that were peculiar to the Romans, made it 
manifest to all mankind that the greatness to which 
this people had now raised their empire was by no 
means the work of fortune, or the effect of a bold 
and enterprising rashness ; but the necessary and 
mature result of strenuous efforts and regular de- 
signs, conducted by a firm and penetrating policy, 
vol. i. c 
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which no precautions could elude, and no force was 
able to subdue. 

In discharging a task of so great extent and diffi- 
culty, and of such vast importance likewise in its 
use, it cannot surely be thought astonishing or 
strange that this wise historian should have been 
diverted, or withheld, from paying a due attention 
to the embellishments of art, and charms of elo- 
quence. But whatever censure may be thrown 
upon him for having slighted all those graces, which 
would doubtless have diffused some lustre through 
his work, it must be acknowledged, on the other 
hand, that, together with them, he has rejected 
likewise all the felse, though specious, ornaments 
which disgrace the compositions even of the most 
esteemed and wisest ancients. The desire to strike 
and surprise, to please and captivate, diversified 
perhaps according to the different talents of the 
writer, has, in all times, covered history with a 
delusive glare, which serves only to mislead us from 
that knowledge which is the object of our search. 
Hence that unnatural mixture of record with tra- 
dition, truth with fable, and the long train of 
brilliant wonders which are scattered through the 
annals of almost every age, and every people. 
Hence those discourses and harangues which, having 
been forged and moulded in the shade of conteyn*- 
plative and obscure retirement, confound all distinc- 
tions of men, characters, and times. Hence like- 
wise all the laboured pageantry, the adventitious and 
far-sought circumstances which are brought to swell 
description, and to adorn and dignify the scene ; to 
fill the mind with admiration ; to melt into -compas-* 
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sion ; or to subdue by terror. Hence, lastly, that 
ambitious care which is discovered even in the 
gravest writers ; who, not content with having co- 
pied the bare features of the original that was before 
them, like painters, call forth all their skill to give 
also a finishing to the piece ; and join, to the resem- 
blance that is found in nature, those strokes whieh 
enlarge and heighten each deformity, or spread a 
fuller brightness over every beauty. But to the 
author, whose work we are now considering, it was 
reserved as his peculiar praise, to have first dis- 
cerned, that history, if she would prove a secure and 
useful guide, must walk hand in hand with life ; and 
that instruction, whether moral or political, was 
never to be fixed upon the weak foundation of 
imaginary facts. It is not, therefore, the writer, 
whom we view before us, eager of applause, and 
impatient to draw from us an admiration of his art, 
in having decked the truth in a splendid dress, and 
thrown into her train a gay assemblage of well- 
fancied, possible events. But it is the statesman, 
the general, the philosopher, whp speaks to us, as in 
bis closet, in familiar language ; recounts simply all 
that was transacted; confirms fact by testimony; 
and enables us to derive an easy and immediate 
profit likewise from the prudence or misconduct of 
past times, by reflections deep and solid, and such 
as our own reason cannot but approve, when they 
are gently enforced upon us as by the authority of 
a parent, or urged with the fond affection of a 
friend, 
. How steadily indeed must we revere, and how 
■willingly attend to, the lessons of a man, whose 
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probity shines out in every part, even far more 
conspicuous than his wisdom. Blinded by no in- 
terest, nor seduced by any mistaken zeal, as he 
never is himself deceived, so neither does he attempt 
to lead others into error. Unmoved by the ill fate 
of Greece, and his own loss of friends and dignity, 
he describes even those events, which seldom fail to 
awaken some resentment, grief, or jealous hatred, 
with all the coldness of an unconcerned" spectator ; 
and pays due homage, though unmixed with adu- 
lation, to those great qualities which had raised the 
structure of the Roman glory upon the ruins of his 
own degenerate country. Hence it is that we dis- 
cern, even upon the slightest view, a certain candour 
and sincerity spread through his work, which we 
in vain should hope to find in other writers ; a 
candour, which never hides the faults of friends, nor 
tarnishes the virtues of an enemy ; a candour, which 
presents all objects in their naked state, free from the 
disguise of passion ; and which weighs contending 
testimonies in an equal scale ; in a word, a candour, 
which, like an artless honesty efface, carries even in 
its air and first appearance those strong proofs of 
genuine and unfeigned simplicity, which irresistibly 
command our approbation, and engage our favour. 
Such was the author, who, when living, was the 
friend, the companion, and instructor, of the gene- 
rous and heroic Scipio ; - &nd whose writings, in a 
later age, were the earnest study, and chief consola- 
tion also, of the wise and virtuous Brutus. 

It remains that I now speak a word or two 
concerning the translation ; not to mislead the 
opinion, or prevent the judgment, of the reader; 



PREFACE. xxi 

but simply to inform him what it is that he is chiefly 
to expect from my own endeavours in the following 
work. 

There are two. things, unconnected and distinct, 
which are demanded always of translators; that 
they understand well the text, and render it also 
well. With regard to the first of these, in what 
degree I may have been exempt from errors, must 
be wholly left to others to determine. I can only 
say, that I have spared no pains to arrive at a full 
and entire conception of the sense ; by tracing the 
author closely through his own peculiar turn and use 
of sentiments and language ; by comparing different 
texts ; consulting different versions ; and by weigh- 
ing all the explanations and corrections that have 
occasionally been proposed. 

But in a task of this kind, barely to understand 
the meaning of an author, though it often may 
require indeed both patience and activity, is by 
much the least part of the toil. To render every 
word by an equivalent expression, and every sen- 
tence in the same just measure ; to preserve each 
different character of sentiment and phrase ; and to 
delineate, stroke by stroke, the movements of the 
mind or heart ; these are the difficulties in translat- 
ing, that demand an attention, time, and pains, 
which never can be fully known, but by those alone 
who have made the trkl. As these difficulties, 
however, are either slighter, or more hard to be sur- 
mounted, according to the several stamps of excel- 
lence, and the various modes of beauty, that are 
peculiar to the originals, it must be acknowledged, 
that, in the work of the author who is now before 
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US, they are by no means such as should discourage 
any one from attempting to give a perfect copy of 
it in a different language. For there are here no 
beauties whose spirit might be lost in being trans- 
fused ; no force, or elegance, or just propriety, that 
demand an exact similitude of corresponding terms ; 
no flowing, regulated numbers, whose harmony can 
only be preserved by the same fixed accents and chosen 
sounds ; no painting of the passions, in which even 
the smallest change would mar the likeness, and de- 
stroy all the beauty of the piece. But, on the other 
hand, the very want of th&e excellencies, while it 
freed me from a heavy and laborious duty, at the 
same time imposed a task upon me, not less difficult 
than the other ; the task of veiling those deformities 
that might have raised disgust ; and of clothing the 
author, not in any ostentatious or splendid habit, 
but in a dress which, though suitable in every part 
to his own deportment, air, and character, might be 
also such as should draw towards him the attention 
and the favour of the present age. With this view 
I have not scrupled to endeavour through the whole, 
as well by changing sometimes the expression, as 
by breaking the order likewise of the sentences, to 
soften what appeared too harsh, and to give a modest 
polish to all that was found too rough. In a word, 
my chief care and pains, after the task of reporting 
faithfully the sense, have been employed to spread 
one simple, grave, and sober colouring over all the 
work ; to render the diction strong, expressive, even, 
and correct ; and to give to the periods a roundness, 
a stability, and varied cadence. If this part, there- 
fore, of the labour should be judged to have been 
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executed with success, it is hoped that any otnis* 
sions, or mistakes, of lighter moment, may more 
readily obtain excuse. 

I shall only add, that when I first engaged in this 
work many years ago, my intention was, to have 
joined with the translation such observations and re- 
marks as might have served not only to explain the 
difficulties, but to illustrate also and enforce die 
strong sense and wise reflections that are spread 
through all the following history ; to have cleared 
the obscurity which arises oftentimes from remote 
allusions, or an imperfect detail of facts ; to have 
opened those peculiarities of customs and of manners 
which, whenever they occur, raise doubt and hesi- 
tation in the unlearned reader ; to have pointed out 
the uses, or defects, of various institutions, in re- 
ligion, laws, and government ; and, above all die 
rest, to have traced, step by step, the advancement 
of the Roman greatness ; to have called back also 
to the scene the illustrious times of Greece, and 
compared the glory of that country with its last de- 
cline; and, in a word, to have displayed in one 
entire and connected view the whole conduct, and 
the various fortunes of those great nations, whose 
sages, and whose heroes, seem to have soared above 
the ordinary limits of humanity ; and whose story, 
while it instructs and warms, should teach us also 
to spurn away those narrow politics, and that base 
depravity, which have fixed shackles upon our own 
contracted wisdom and feeble virtue. Such was my 
design ; the first draught of which was nearly finished, 
and materials collected in large abundance for the 
whole. But various accidents from time to time 
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obstructed the progress of it ; and I have now neither 
leisure nor inclination to complete it. Yet as I had 
gone through the most difficult and irksome, as well 
as the most useful part likewise of the whole per- 
formance, I was not willing entirely to suppress it. 
For I flatter myself that the public will owe me 
some acknowledgment, if this translation should 
prove the means of spreading into many hands a 
treasure of inestimable value, which the roughness 
and inelegance, and numerous difficulties that occur, 
both in the language, and construction, and sense 
of the original, have hitherto confined to a few. If 
this, indeed, should be the event, I neither shall re- 
gret the labour which the one part of the work has 
cost me, nor grieve for the disappointment in the 
other ; but shall think my pains well rewarded in 
having thus been able to bring into the open light a 
merit which had long languished in obscurity ; and 
to substitute, in the place, perhaps, of studies either 
trifling or pernicious, the knowledge of an author, 
whose, writings, though broken and imperfect, not 
only contain the fullest lessons of civil prudence, 
but also every where abound with strong incitements 
to the practice of all those social virtues which en- 
dear men to themselves, and render them useful citi- 
zens to their country. 
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BOOK THE FIRST, 

CHAP. I. 

IF those who hate been employed before me in relating 
the transactions of former times, had been altogether silent 
concerning the use and excellence of History, it might, 
perhaps, be necessary to begin this work, with advising all 
mankind to apply themselves with earnestness to that kind 
of study ; since the knowledge of past events affords the 
best instructions for the regulation and good conduct of 
human life. But at the greater part, or rather all of them, 
have taken every occasion to declare, repeating it as we may 
say front otre end of their writings to the other, that History 
supplied the only proper discipline, to train and exercise 
the minds of those who are inclined to enter into public 
affairs; and that the evil accidents, which are there re- 
corded to have befallen other men, contain the wisest and 
the moat effectual lessons, for enabling us to support our 
etfjn ibtefortunes with dignity and courage; there is surely 
tittle need to repeat again; what others have so often urged 
#ith eloquence and force. But indeed the subject itself, 
which I am engaged to treat, may well exempt me from 
this task ; tiifefe it is of a kind So Hew and singular, that it 
cannot, fail to excite the attention of every reader. For 
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what man is there so fordid and insensible, that he would 
not wish to be informed, what manner, and through what 
kind of government, almost the whole habitable world, in 
less than the course of fifty-three years, was reduced be- 
neath the Roman yoke : an event, of which there is no 
example in any former time? Or who on the other hand is so 
passionately fond of any other kind of speculation, or of 
any branch of science, as to think it more worthy of his 
care and pains, than this enquiry ? 

That the subject of this work deserves more than a 
common share of attention and regard, on account both of 
its novelty and greatness, will most evidently appear, if we 
take a view of all the ancient states that are chiefly cele- 
brated in history, and compare them with the Roman. 

The Persians were for some time possessed of a very 
wide dominion : but whenever they laboured to extend it 
beyond the bounds of Asia, the attempt was always unsuc- 
cessful, and once indeed proved almost fatal to them; The 
Lacedaemonians, after many struggles, obtained the sove- 
reignty of Greece: but, within twelve years, were again 
divested of it The Macedonian kingdom was at first 
extended from the provinces that border on the Adriatic 
coast, as far as the Danube; the whole including but a 
small and inconsiderable part of Europe. After some time, 
indeed, they found means to break the Persian monarchy, 
and joined Asia to their empire. But though the general 
opinion of mankind may perhaps have taught us always to 
regard this people as a very flourishing and potent state, it 
cannot be denied, that a great part of the world was totally 
exempted from their sway. Afric, Sicily, and Sardinia, 
were never visited by their arms. And those fierce. and 
warlike nations, who possessed, the western parts of Europe, 
were utterly unknown and undiscovered by them. But 
the Romans, disdaining to confine their conquests within 
the limits of a few countries only, have forced almost the 
whole habitable world to pay submission to their laws: 
and have raised their empire to that vast height of power, 
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which is so much the wonder of the present age, and which 
no future times can ever hope to exceed. And this is the 
event, which I design to explain in all its parts and cir- 
cumstances in the following narration : and from thence it 
will be evident, what great advantages may be derived from 
an attentive and close perusal of political history. 

The point of time, from whence I begin my work, is the 
hundred and fortieth Olympiad. The transactions, are these 
which follow. In Greece, the social war, conducted by 
Philip, the son of Demetrius and father of Perseus, in con- 
junction with the cities, of Achaia, against the JEtoMans. 
In Asia, the war between Antiochus and Ptolemy Philo- 
pator, for the sovereignty of Ccele- Syria. In Italy and 
Afric, that between the Carthaginians and the Romans,, 
which is most frequently styled the war of Annibal. These 
events are the next in order to those with which the history 
of Aratus is concluded. 

Now before this period, the great transactions of the 
world were single, distinct, and unconnected, both in place 
and time ; while each proceeded from motives peculiar to 
itself, and was directed to its own proper end. But from 
this time history assumes an entire and perfect body. The 
affairs of Italy and Afric were now conjoined with those of 
Asia and of Greece : and all moved together towards one 
fixed and single point. And this it was that first determined 
me to choose this sera for the beginning of my work. For 
it was not till after they had broken the strength of Car- 
thage in the war just mentioned, that the Romans, ima- 
gining that by this success they had accomplished the chief 
and most important part of their intended enterprise, and 
opened to themselves the way to universal empire, now 
first resolved to enlarge their conquests, and spread their 
arms over Greece and Asia. 

If mankind were already,sufficiently acquainted with the 
condition and past fortunes of these republics, which con- 
tended thus together for the sovereignty of the world, there 
would perhaps be no occasion to have recourse to the 
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former parts of their story, in order to explaih the strength 
and number df their forces, or the probable hopes of suc- 
cess, by which they severally were excited to so great and 
difficult an undertaking. But because the Greeks are for 
the most part strangers to the ancient state, power, and 
exploits both of the Carthaginians and the Romans, I 
thought it necessary to prefix this "book, and that which 
follows, to the body of my history : to remove all doubts 
that might occur; and to exhibit clearly to the reader's 
view, the counsels, strength, resources, upon which the 
Romans supported those great designs, which rendered 
them the masters of the world both by land and sea. For 
from the recital which I design to make in these prelimi- 
nary books, it will be seen beyond all doubt, that this vast 
project was neither formed, nor carried into execution, but 
upon reasons the most fair apd solid, and which gave 
strong assurances of success. 

The circumstances of this great event, which so justly 
raise the admiration of the present age, will also afford one 
very eminent advantage to my work, which will distinguish 
it from every other history. For as all the great transac- 
tions of the world were now forcibly attracted to one side, 
and compelled to move in one direction towards the same 
single end, I shall from thence be able to connect together, 
and dispose into one perfect body, the series of different 
events, and to exhibit, in one point of view, the whole 
variety of action. It was this, indeed, which gave me the 
first inclination to write the history of these times. An- 
other motive was, that no one has hitherto composed a 
general history. For if this task had ever been before 
attempted, I should myself have been less solicitous to en- 
gage in such an undertaking. There are liiany, indeed, 
who have written an account of particular wars; and 
among them, some perhaps have added a few coincident 
events. But no man, as far at least as I can learn, has 
ever yet employed his pains, in collecting all the great 
transactions of the world into one regular and consistent 
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body ; remarking also tbe time of their commencement, the 
motives to which they owed their birth, and the end to 
which they were directed. I therefore judged it to be & 
task that might prove highly useful to the world, to rescue 
from oblivion this great and most instructive act of fortune. 
For in all the vast variety of disorders, struggles, changes, 
which the power of this deity introduces into human life, 
we shall find none -equal to that long and desperate scene 
of contention, none worthy to be compared for their im- 
portance with those events which have happened in the 
present age. But this is what the writers of particular 
histories can never set before us in its full and proper light. 
It might with equal reason be supposed, that by singly visit- 
ing all the noted cities of the world, or from a view of each 
delineated on paper, we should be able to acquire a right 
notion of the figure of the earth, with the due order and 
arrangement of all its parts. But surely this must be 
thought a most absurd conceit. In a word, whoever is 
persuaded that the study of particular histories is alone 
sufficient to convey a perfect view and knowledge of the 
whole, may very properly be compared with one, who, on 
surveying tbe divided members of a body that was once 
endued with life and beauty, should persuade himself that 
he had from thence obtained a just conception of all tbe 
comeliness and active vigour which it bad received from 
nature. But let these broken parts be again placed in 
order, restored to all their first activity and life, and be 
onpe more offered to his view; fre will jtben be ready to 
acknowledge, that all his former notions were as remote 
from truth, as the shadows of a dream are different from 
realities. For though some faint conception of the whole 
may perhaps arise from a careful examination of tbe part, 
no distinct or perfect knowledge ean ever be expected from 
it. - In {he #pmp manner it must also be confessed, that 
partfdjlar relations are by no means capable of yielding any 
cje^jr pp extensive view into general history ; and that the 
oply ^jsjLhod, which can render this kind $f study both 
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tertaihing and instructive, is that which draws together all 
the several events, and ranges them in their due place and 
order, distinguishing also their connexion and their dif- 
ference. 

I shall begin this book with the first expedition of the 
Romans out of Italy ; which is the next in order to those 
events, with which the history of Timaeus is concluded, and 
which happened in the hundred and twenty-ninth Olympiad. 
I must therefore relate, at what time, in what manner, and 
on what occasion, this people, after they had firmly settled 
and secured their government at home, resolvecLto pass 
over into Sicily,: for that was the first country, beyond the 
bounds of Italy, into which they sent their armies. I shall 
mention in the plainest and most simple manner, what it 
was that gave rise to this invasion : that the reader may 
not be forced to perplex his mind, with searching after the 
causes of that which was itself the genuine and immediate 
cause, and the very entrance to the work be from thence 
involved in insuperable darkness and uncertainty. And 
since it will be necessary to give an abstract also even of 
sonae events that passed before this period, I shall take care 
to choose some known and undisputed asra ; and to begin 
from facts, which are clear, precise, and well established. 
For when the beginning of a history is involved in any 
kind of intricacy or obscurity, the parts which follow can 
never obtain any great degree of credit or regard. But, on 
the other hand, when the introduction to the subject is 
made intelligible and clear to all, the subsequent narration 
will easily gain admission and belief. 



IN the year, then, which was the nineteenth after the 
engagement near JEgospotamus, and the sixteenth before 
the battle of Leuctra ; the year, when the Lacedaemonians 
confirmed the treaty which Antalcidas had made with the 
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Persians; and the elder Dionysius, having tome time be- 
fore defeated the Greeks of Italy near the river Helleponis, 
laid siege to Rhegium ; in this same year, the Gauls took 
Rome by storm, and remained masters of all the city, the 
capitol alone excepted. But the Romans, having yielded 
to such conditions as the conquerors thought proper to im- 
pose, were once more restored^ beyond all hope, to the 
possession of their country. From this time, being, as it 
were, again renewed in strength and vigour, they made war 
upon the states that were contiguous to their own. And 
having, partly by their bravery, and partly with the aid of 
fortune, reduced all the Latins to their yoke, they next at- 
tacked the Tyrrhenians ; after these the Gauls ; and then 
the Samnites ; whose country lay contiguous to the terri- 
tory of the Latins, and bounded it towards the north and 
east. Some time afterwards the people of Tarentum, 
having treated an embassy from Rome with great indignity 
and insult, and being apprehensive that the Romans were 
preparing vengeance for the affront, invited Pyrrhus into 
Italy. This happened the year before the Gauls invaded 
Greece, and received that signal overthrow at Delphi, which 
drove them with the remains of their army into Asia* 
But the Romans, who had already reduced the Tyrrhenians 
and the Samnites to their yoke, and bad returned with 
conquest from many engagements also with the Gauls, 
were now beginning to enlarge their views ; and resolved 
to seize upon the rest of Italy, as if the whole country had 
belonged to them by a natural and proper right. Their 
former c6mbats had completely trained and exercised them 
in the use of arms. They attacked the Tarentines with 
vigour; and persisted in the war with so much firmness, 
that they at last drove Pyrrhus out of Italy ; and then 
turned their arms against the cities, which had been confe- 
derated with that prince against them. And having, by a 
course of wonderful success, forced &11 the inhabitants of 
Italy, except the Gauls, to receive their laws, they were 
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now at leisure to march against * body pf Roman soldiers, 
who had possessed themselves, of Rbegium. 

The two cities Messana and Rheg;ium, both situated 
upon the s^rae straits, had both experienced the same mia- 
Iprtijne. No$ long before this time, a. body of Campaniaa 
mercenaries, w^o had served in the armies of . Agathocles, 
invited by the beauty and rich condition of Messana, 
Wfcched their time for gaining possession of the place by 
treachery. They s$on found ipean& to be received as 
friends within the city ; where they killed one part of the 
inhabitants, and drove the rest without the walls. And 
having taken to themselves the wives and children of those 
unhappy men, as they fell into the hands of every one at 
the very time of the disorder, they made afterwards a divi- 
sion of their lands and riches : and thus, with little diffi- 
culty, gained full possession of a very splendid city and 
fertile territory. This success soon excited qthers ^o follow 
the example. The inhabitants pf Rhegium, alarmed by the 
entrance pf Pyrrhics ipto Italy, and being also under no 
small apprehensions pf some danger from the Carthaginifraq, 
who werea$ that tipaethe sole masters of the sea, implored 
Ac assistance of the Romans; who sent them a garrison of 
four thousand men under the command of Decius Cam- 
paous. These for some time remained firm in their djity, 
and guarded the liberties of the city ; but. being at last se- 
duced by the cpwmodioi^s situation of the place, and by 
the wealth and flourishing condition of the citizens, they 
resolved to imitate the example which the Campanians had 
8*> lately set before thepp : and, being assisted also by them 
in the execution of their design, they drove out or killed 
the inhabitant*, and qbtainefl entire possession of the city. 
- Thjs horrid act pf treachery raised great indignation in 
the Romans ; bijt th? wans iri which they were then in- 
volved rfcstrVmed their veqgepnce. As soon as these were 
ended, they marohpd aqd Jpid siege to Rhegium. The 
place soon fell into (hair hands } but the greatest part of 
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the garrison was destroyed in the assault : for they fapgh; 
like men who well foresaw the consequences of tjieir crime* 
Abput tbre* hundred on}y that were taken alive were sent 
to Rome; and^ being conducted by the praetor* into the 
forum, were first scourged, and then beheaded. By ti$q 
just severity, the Romans hoped that they should flgain 
recover their character <?( g/opd faith among their allies. 
They restored the ci# ajtp, with all ft? la^ds, to tfif forjnff 
inhabitants. 

The Mamertio*s of Me&aana, for this *fas ft? n*m,e 
which the Cacapanjan mercenaries had assumed, 43 long aj 
they were sqppoftec| by the Romans who had pflsse*#ed 
themselves of Rhenium, $ot p^ly remained in quiet #Pfl 
secure eiyoyment of their pwn city and proper territory, 
hut made frequent ipcnrsiojif also into the adjacent coun- 
tries ; creating no small terror and disturbance, both to (he 
Carth^ginifiw aiid the Syra^qfaqs; anc} exacting cpptf fac- 
tions from many pa,rtt of Sicily. Put no sopn?r \n4 ftf 
siege of Rhegium deprived tbpm pf Ac assistance pf thgfc 
allies , than they w^re themselves so vigorously pressed kl 
the Syracu$qn fiscal, \\iat they were copatrained to aJxuH 
don all the open copptry, ap4 to keep dpae bebjpd th?iff 
walls. The occasion was this that fpllowa 

A little before this time, when, some dissension bad beep 
raised between the citj^eps of Syracuse and the flrroy, (he 
troops, while they lay encamped in the neighbourhood of 
Mergana, ejected twp magistrates put pf ftejr qwjn hotly; 
Artemidorus, and If iero who was afterward* king. Hkpft 
was fteq extremely yqupg; fopt he seemed to have been 
singularly farmed "by nature to sustain the jregpl digpfty f 
As soon as he was invested wft this new authority, he 
found some means, by. the assistance of Jus friend $o gaip 
admission into the city. And haying there drawn all the 
chiefs pf the opposite faction into his power, he shewed jp 
his whole depprtinepj} spch proofs of clepiency sod frue 
greatness, that the people, though they were \xgf no jppan* 
satisfied with the liberty which the array had assumed, wift 
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one voice declared him praetor. But it was easy to discern 
from his first behaviour in this office, that he had some 
more exalted post in view. For having remarked, that as 
often as the forces, with the magistrates at their head, were 
obliged to take the field, some new commotions and dis- 
orders were always raised among the citizens, and observing 
also, that a certain Syracusan, named Leptines, was the 
first in favour with the people, and far superior in his in- 
fluence and credit to all the rest of the inhabitants, he re- 
solved to contract a close alliance with him, and to marry 
his daughter; being persuaded, that by the help of his 
authority, he should be able to keep all things quiet and 
secure at home, whenever himself should be engaged in the 
command of the army abroad. Some time afterwards, 
observing that the mercenaries, who had been long em- 
ployed in the SyracUsan armies, were become untractable 
and mutinous, he ordered all the forces to take the field, 
and to march against the barbarians of Messana. Being 
encamped within sight of the enemy near Centuripe, he 
drew up his. army in order of battle along the side of the 
Cyamosorus. But having stationed the Syracusan troops, 
both infantry and cavalry, at a distance from the rest, as if 
he had intended an attack from a different quarter, he op- 
posed the mercenaries only to the enemy, by whom they 
were entirely defeated and destroyed. But as soon as the 
slaughter was begun, himself with all the forces of the city 
returned back again to Syracuse. Having thus happily 
accomplished his design, and cleared the army of its sedi- 
tious members, and having filled their place with a sufficient 
number of new mercenaries levied by himself, from that 
time .he continued to discharge the duties of his post, 
without any tumult or disorder. And when the Mamer- 
tines, elated by their past success, had spread themselves 
over all the country without any fear or caution, he led 
against them the forces of the city, which were now com- 
pletely armed and disciplined, and came to an engagement 
with them upon the banks of the river Longanus, in the 
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plain of Mylae. And having obtained an entire victory, in 
which their generals also were taken prisoners, he gave an 
effectual check to the insolence of those barbarians, and on 
his return to Syracuse was saluted king by the army. 

The Mamertines, who had been before deprived of the 
assistance which they had been accustomed to receive from 
Rhegium, were now so broken and disheartened by this 
last defeat, that they considered their affairs as almost des- 
perate. In this state, some among them had recourse to 
the Carthaginians, and delivered the citadel into their 
hands : while the rest sent ambassadors to Rome, to make 
an offer of their city, and to implore the protection of the 
Romans, for a people sprung, as they pretended, from 
one common stock with themselves. The Romans were 
for some time under great perplexity and doubt. To 
comply with this demand, appeared to be in a high degree 
improper and absurd. They had lately punished with the 
last severity a body of their own citizens, for having be- 
trayed the public faith in seizing Rhegium: and if now 
they should support the Mamertines, who not only had 
surprised Messana by the very same kind of perfidy, but 
had assisted in taking Rhegium also, it would be difficult 
to find any fair apology for such a conduct. On the other 
hand, as the Carthaginians, besides the dominions which 
they possessed in Afric, were masters also of many parts 
of Spain, and of all the islands in the Sardinian and Tyr- 
rhenian seas, it was greatly to be feared, that, if Sicily 
should now fall into their hands, they would soon become 
too formidable neighbours, since they would then lie close 
to every part of Italy, and encircle them on every side. 
It was easy also to discern, that they must very soon be 
able to reduce this island, if the Mamertines were not now 
supported. For if once they were permitted to possess 
Messana, they would find it no hard task to conquer 
Syracuse, since they were already masters of almost all 
the other parts of Sicily. The Romans saw the danger, 
and considered it as a matter of the last necessity, to ob- 
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beyond the bounds of Italy. Nor let it be thought in any 
manner strange, if, in the subsequent parts of this history, 
%hen I am speaking of the states that are chiefly cele- 
brated in the world, I should look back to ages that are 
more remote. For this I shall do, merely for the sake of 
beginning from such facts as will best enable us to discern, 
from what causes, and in what time and manner, they 
severally grew to that condition, in which they are seen to 
flourish in the present times. But I now must hasten to 
the task that is before me; mentioning first, in few words, 
the events which are designed to be the subject of these 
preliminary books. 

The first, then, is the war in Sicily between the Car- 
thaginians and the Romans ; and after it the African war. 
Next will follow a recital of the actions of Amilcar and of 
Asdrubal in Spain; with the invasion also of lllyria by 
the Romans, who then for the first time sent their armies 
into those parts of Europe. After these transactions come 
the battles, which the Romans were forced to sustain in 
Italy against the Gauls : about which time it was, that the 
war of Cleomenes broke out in Greece; with an account 
of which I shall conclude the second book, and close the 
introduction to my history. 

To enter into a minute detail 6( all the parts and 
circumstances of these wars, would be a labour quite 
unnecessary to myself, and attended with no great advan- 
tage to the reader. For it is not my design to write the 
history, but rather to give a general and summary account 
of these transactions, such as may serve for an intro- 
duction to my history : and by making a short recital of 
the chief events, in the order in which they were trans- 
acted, and carrying on the narration in one regular and 
connected series to the time from whence my own work 
commences, to prepare the reader for the accounts that 
follow, and make the whole both easy and intelligible. I 
design, however, to be somewhat more particular and 
copious in describing the war in Sicily between the Car- 
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thaginians and the Romans. For it is not easy to find in 
history any one more considerable, either With respect to 
the time of its duration, the diligence and forces by which 
it was sustained, the constant and uninterrupted course of 
important actions that happened in it, or the great and 
sudden turns of fortune that attended it. And because 
the public manners and civil institutions both of Rome 
and Carthage were as yet pure and unimpaired ; as their 
wealth was moderate; their strength nearly equal; it will 
be more easy to form a perfect judgment from this war, of 
the powers peculiar to the constitution of each republic, 
than from those that followed. 

Another motive, which inclined me not less strongly to 
give a more minute description of the Sicilian war, was 
because Fabius and Philinus, who are esteemed the most 
skilful writers on this subject, have by no means shewn a 
due exactness or fidelity in their relations. I cannot, 
indeed, persuade myself that they would knowingly deviate 
from the truth. The characters of the men, and the whole 
tenour of their lives, exclude all such suspicion. But as 
it happens in the case of lovers, a certain secret affection 
and partiality towards, their friends and countrymen seem 
to have fixed insensibly some prejudices upon thein. To 
these it must be imputed, that Philinus in every part of his 
history so highly praises the virtue, courage, and wisdom 
of the Carthaginians; allowing none of all these qualities 
to the Romans : while Fabius on the other hand takes all 
occasions to depreciate the Carthaginians, and extol the 
Romans. Now such a disposition, when it is shewn in 
other circumstances, is truly commendable. It is, in part, 
the character of a good man to love his country and his 
friends, and to hate the enemies of both. But a historian 
must divest himself of these affections : and be ready, oh 
many occasions, to speak largely in the praises even of an 
enemy, when his conduct deserves applause; nor scruple 
to condemn his most esteemed and dearest friends, a* 
often as their actions call for censure. 
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TViith ii the eye of history. For a« An Animal, when 
deprived of right, becomes incapable of performing its 
natural and proper ftroctiont, sa if we take away trCith 
feora history, what remain* Will be nothing but a useless 
bile. 

Now^ if we pay a proper regard to truth, we shall find 
it necessary hot only to condenin out friends on some 
occasions, and commend oar eriemies; but also to com- 
mend and condemn the $ftme persons, as deferent circum- 
stance* may require. For afc it is not to be imagined, that 
thoae who are engaged in great affinra should always be 
pursuing false or mistaken measures; so neither is it pro- 
bable that their conduct dan, at rill times, be Exempt from 
error. A historian, therefore, in all that he relates, should 
take care to be directed in his judgment by the genuine 
and real circumstances of every action, without regarding 
the actors of it. The following examples may serve to 
shew the truth of these remarks. 

Philifins, in the beginning of his second book, gives this 
account of the affairs of Sicily: " That Messana Was 
invested by the Carthaginians and Syraetisrins: that the 
Romans had no sooner passed the Straits, and gained 
admission into the city, than they sallied out and attacked 
the Syracusans, but were repulsed With considerable loss: 
that they next made a like attempt Upon the Cartha- 
ginians; in which engagement they not only were defeated, 
but lost also many of their men, who fell alive into the 
hahds of the enemy." He then adds; " that immediately 
after this action, Hiero was so struck with terror, that he 
not only set fire to his camp, an 4 fled away by night to 
Syracuse, but abandoned all the fortresses in the district 
of Messana : that the Garthaginiafts in the same manner 
deserted their intrertchments, and retired to their cities, 
not daring to oppose thfe Remans in the field: that the 
generate, observing that their troops Were quite dis- 
heartened* tfere afraid to vehture on a Second battle: that 
the Romans pursued closely after them ift their retreat; 
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and having plundered and destroyed the country, advanced 
even to Syracuse, in order to besiege it." : . 

A relation so absurd must needs confute itself. The 
armies which, as this historian writes, were laying siege to 
Messana, and which had gained the victory in two engage- 
ments, on a sudden become dispirited and heartless, 
abandon all the open country, and are themselves be- 
sieged: while the Romans, besieged and twice defeated, 
are yet described as pursuing the flying enemy, in pos- 
session of the open country, and at last laying siege to 
Syracuse. Facts so opposite can never be reconciled 
together. It is evident, that either the first, or the subse- 
quent part of this narration must be false. But the latter 
is undoubtedly true: for the Romans actually laid siege 
to Syracuse, as this writer himself admits; and afterwards 
to Echetla, a city standing on the frontier between the 
Carthaginian and the Syracusan territories. It follows, 
therefore, that the facts are false which are first affirmed: 
and that the Romans were victorious in the two engage- 
ments, in which they are represented by this historian to 
have been defeated. Such then is the character of Phi- 
linus. For the same mistakes, are to be found in almost 
every part of his performance. Nor is the history of 
Fabius in this respect more accurate; as I shall hereafter 
take occasion to demonstrate. ' But I now return from 
this digression ; and shall endeavour, by a regular though 
short deduction of the chief events, to set before the reader 
a clear and just description of the war. 
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As soon as the news of these victories which had been 
gained by Appius were received at Rome, the Romans 
chose for consuls M. Octacilius and M. Valerius, and 
sent them both into Sicily, with all }he forces; The 
armies of this republic, besides the troops which are raised 
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among the allies, are competed of four legions. These 
are levied every year: and each of them consist* of four 
thousand foot, and three hundred horde. At their first 
arrival, many cities, both of the Carthaginians and the 
Syrecusans, immediately submitted to them. When Hiero 
saw that a general dread and consternation had spread 
through alljthe Uland, and considered likewise the mwn- 
bet* and the strength of the legionary forces, be began, 
to think, that the issue of the war would necessarily be 
determined by these circumstances in favour of the Ro- 
mtius; he sent ambassadors, therefore, to the consols, 
with proposals for a treaty. The offer was embraced with 
pleasure by the Romans; chiefly for the sake of securing 
provisions to their army. For as the Carthaginians were 
meters of the sea, it was greatly to be feared that their 
supplies would be all intercepted. And, indeed, the forces 
of the former year had been reduced to great extremity, 
through the want of necessaries. Perceiving, therefore, 
that the friendship of this prince might, prove highly 
serviceable to them in this respect, they accepted it with 
joy; and agreed to. a treaty with him upon these con- 
. dWons : " That he should pay a hundred talents of silver, 
and restore, without ransom, all the Roman prisoner*." 
Thus the alliance was concluded; and from this &o* 
Hiero, sheltered under the protection of the Romaic, 
whom he supplied from time to time as their necessities 
required, possessed bis kingdom in security; pursuing 
always the right paths of glory, and employing all bis 
pains to gain the applause and favour of his subjects. 
And, indeed, so wise and prudent was his conduct, both 
in the general tenour of his policy, and in every single act 
of government, that he reaped from it the most lasting 
fruits; and enjoyed a feme to which few princes have been 
ever able to. aspire. 

As. sooa as the treaty waft confirmed at Rome in an 
assembly of the people, it was resolved, for the time to 
come, to send two legions only into Sicily. For as by 
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this alltinbe ifife burthen of the wat Was become rriuch' 
lighter to them than befdre, so they considered likewise, 
that a stnaller dtmj might there feaslly be supplied with 
fiece^sanek ferit when thfe Carthaginians saw that Hierd 
Was b&ottife their enemy, and that the Romans Were pre- 
paring to pursue the wai- With Alt imaginable vigour, they 
iodri Wefc s&iiible, that ft heither would be possible for 
thebi to opftofe£ (he enemy in the &ld, nor even io retain 
whit they then pbstessed in Sicily, Without a faore consi- 
cferftBll* forte fhey thfcrfefbte made great levied in L1- 
gti? W, kM ktnoiig the Gatits, And greater still in Spairi ; arid 
atnbin^d thtni stll for Sicily. And because Agrigentum 
was the ^rbngeit of all the places in the island that wen* 
stibjeCt fo their power, and the mdst corn modi bus also for 
the occasions of tlte War, they £e*61v*d to mrike that 6ity 
theiif place of arms, and removed into it their stored atid 

Al ike forces. 

Tni consuls, who had Made the alliance with die king 
of Syracuse, were ribW returned (o Rorriej abd L. Postu- 
miarf tad Q. Marailius, who s*ucc6eded them In office and 
comn&fiil,' arrived in Sicily with the Iegiobs. As soon as" 
they had s'eeii the designs and preparations of th6 enemy, 
thfey rfesoIVed id act more vigorously than before. Neg- 
lecting therefore all the other business of ihi war, they 
marched directly to Agrigefctuin with all their forced ; and 
Scamping at the distance of light stadia frbm the City, 
shut up ih£ Carthaginians within their walls. It was how 
die ffifce? of harvest : and as the siege Was likefy to be of 
long continuance, {he Roman soldiers Were eagerly Em- 
ployed in getting in the corn, and had spread themselves 
ofer ifll th6 country, without <Jare or caution. Hie Car- 
Aaginrans seeiiig this disorder, sallied out upon the fo- 1 
rager^, afid routed them with little difficulty. They then' 
raftf towards (he camp to plunder it, and with greiat fhry 
Sttitikei ttte tttoops that wer£ left io guard the ihtrenfch-i 
ffitftf&i But the excellence of the Roman discipline, tfpotf 
tbisf occasiofi, as 4 oh many others, proved the dause of then 1 
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safety. For the soldiers, remembering that those who 
yielded their place in battle, or (led basely from their post, 
were always punished with death, not only sustained the 
charge against an enemy that far exceeded them in num- 
bers, but also pressed their adversaries with so much force 
and vigour, that though they lost many of their men, they 
destroyed a great number of the Carthaginians: and having 
at last surrounded them on every side, when they were just 
now ready to tear away the palisade of the intrenchments, 
they drove them back with considerable loss, and pursued 
them even to the city. After this action, the Carthaginians 
were less frequent in their sallies ; and the Romans used 
more precaution, when they went abroad to forage. 

As the enemy never appeared without the walls, unless 
to engage in sonie slight skirmishes, the consuls having 
divided their army into two bodies, posted one of them near 
the temple of iEsculapius, and the other on the side which 
looked towards Heraclea, and fortified with works on both 
sides of the city the space that lay between the camps. 
They drew a line round the city, to obstruct the sallies of 
the besieged ; and another on the side towards the country, 
to repel all approaches from that quarter,' and to intercept 
all succours. The space between the lines and the camps 
was secured by advanced bodies of troops, and by works 
thrown up at proper distances, as the nature of the ground 
required. The allies had brought together to Erbessus 
provisions and every kind of stores. And as this city stood 
at no great distance from the Roman camps, their convoys 
went and returned continually, and supplied them with all 
things in great abundance. 

In this condition things remained for near five months: 
in which time, many slight engagements happened, but no 
decisive action. But the besieged were now greatly pressed 
by famine: for the numbers that were within the walls 
were not fewer than fifty thousand men. Annibal, there- 
fore, who commanded in the city, finding that all things 
Jended to the last extremity, dispatched messenger after 
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messenger to Carthage, to solicit some relief. The Car- 
thaginians embarked some troops and elephants, and sent 
them into Sicily, to Hanno their other general. Hanno 
ordered all these forces to be drawn together to Heraclea : 
and having made himself master of JErbessus by some secret 
practices among the citizens, he cut off all supplies from 
the Roman camp, and constrained them in their turn to 
feel the miseries of the besieged. Indeed, so great was the 
extremity to which they were reduced, that they often were 
inclined to raise the siege : which at last they must have 
been compelled to do, if Hiero had not practised every 
method of address and diligence, to furnish them from 
time to time, in moderate quantity, with such supplies as 
were chiefly wanted. 

But when Hanno saw that the Roman army was dis- 
heartened and distressed by sickness as well as famine, 
while on the other hand his own troops were fresh and fit 
for action ; taking with him the elephants, which wfere 
about fifty in number, and the rest also of his forces, he 
marched in haste from Heraclea, having sent away the 
Numidian horse before, with orders that they should ap- 
proach the Roman camp, provoke their cavalry to action, 
and immediately retire back again towards the main army. 
These troops'accordingly advanced: and no sooner had they 
reached the nearest camp, than the Roman cavalry came 
pouring out against them, and began the attack with fury. 
But the Numidians observed their orders, and maintained 
a flying fight, till they were joined by Hanno with the 
other forces: and then suddenly facing round, they fell 
with vigour upon the enemy, killed great numbers of them, 
and pursued the rest even close to their intrenchments. 
After this action Hanno fixed his camp upon a hill called 
Torus, at the distance often stadia from the Romans. 

In this situation they both remained during two whole 
months. Many slight engagements happened every day 
between them ; but no action, that was general or decisive. 
But as Annibal now made continual signals by fifes from 
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th,e fity, and sent ra^sseng^rs fropi day to day to Hanno, 
tp acquaint hin^ that the multitude were no longer able to 
support the miseries pf {he faming and that great nunibers 
ha.d deserted to the eneipy, this general resolved at la^t to 
venture on a battle. ThfS Romans on ^heir part alscfc for 
th$ reasons which hav^ fcjee^ already mentioned shewje£ an 
equal eagerness to engage They jlrew ou^ th^ir force* pn 
either side, and ranged thqm ir^ ordpr upon the ground 
that lay between the ca,mps. The fight was long afld ob- 
stinate : but after spin? type* the Carthaginian mercenaries 
who composed the first line, ga^e groun^, and falling ha^k 
upor; the elephants and the rank;$ $at were, behmd them, 
ttirepr the whole, army jpto" fjLch disorder, ^bat a, general 
rout ensued. The greatest part of th$ troops w$re (de- 
stroyed in ^b? plflps : a wall n#mj>pr pjpjy, ?9ca,ped tq fle- 
raclea. The baggage and alcao^ all the. el^phan^ w^rp. 
take?. When night cayie pn, the JfaqWft PV ft? fi»R 
the joy which their victory in$pir$$* an.$ pa/tly; through 
the fatigue which they had suffered, in the ftct^og, ujeglected, 
to guard their camp wjth the if$ual cajre. Ajiiniba^ wjhqg^ 
aj&irf were desperate, cpnsidei;ed this, as, the v^ry mompn£ 
off h^ safcty. About; midjiigbt^ tbj?i;efor^ he began 1^ 
march out of th,e. city xvifa all thje foreign tippps, fiJMt up, 
the lines w k ith sackq pf matting that were stuffed with chajf,; 
and passed undiscovered, hy the pneray. In the morning, 
the Jtoqoans perceiving w^at hacj happened, gave some 
little disturbance to the rear; but $oon turned, aj>d 
marched directly to the, gates of Agrigen^uin : anfi finding, 
n# resistance, the,y entered the city and, plundered i^ and 
brought; away many prisoners, with rijph sopU of *vgry 
kind. 
The news of this success filled ths Rorpan senate with 

» 

joy, and inspired them with greater hoppsthan thpse vghight 
they had at firqt conceived. Instead pf befog satisfied 
witlf. having relieved the Mamertines, and eoriphed them- 
selves by the war, they, now began tp think, that, it would j 
be no hard task to drive the Carthaginians entirely, out 
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of Sicily, and by the acquisition of that island, to- add no 
snail increase to the strength of their republic. To thin 
point* therefore, they directed all their view*. And, indeed, 
on the part of the land forces every thing seemed to pro- 
arise a fair accomplish an en t of their designs. The two new 
consuls, Li* Valerius and T. Octacilius, maintained their 
ground in Sicily, and carried on the war with equtfl pru- 
dence and success. But, on the other hand, as long as 
the Carthaginians should to suffered to remain sole masters 
of the sea* the event must still be doubtful. For though 
after the time when Agrigentum bad first fallen into their 
hands, many of the inland cities, in despair of being able 
to resist the Roman legions, bad embraced their party, yet 
a greater number of those that stood along the coast re- 
volted from then*, through terror of the Carthaginian fleets. 
Thus the success on one side was still balanced by some 
equal loss. It was considered likewise, that the 1 mfarkhn* 
parti of Italy were often pillaged and insulted by the ene- 
my, while the coasts of Africa' remained secure and un- 
molested. From all these reasons, they at last* resolved, 
that they would oppose the Carthaginians* upon the sea* 

Among the 1 motives which induced me to enter into a 
more miiwite description, of the war in $ieily, this was no* 
the least i that I might take occasion to explain the time 
and maimer in which the Romans first equipped a naval 
asrmamenty. together with the causes thai gave birth' to that 
Attempt. 

Their design then was, to bring the war to* a speedy and 
effectual conclusion. With this view, they resolved to* 
build a hundred quinquerenies, and twenty triremes. But 
one great difficulty occurred. Their builders were entirely 
unacquainted with* the manner of constructing quinque- 
*emes; the use of! which was their unknown in Italy. Bttf 
in this design, we* may observe*'* most conspicuous proof 1 
of that bold and daring spirit which is* peculiar to the Ro- 
mans': who, though destitute of all the means that such 
m enterprise required, and before they had even, gained 
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the teast degree of knowledge or experience in maritime 
affairs, could at once conceive, and carry into execution, 
so vast a project, and' make the first trial of their fortes 
against the Carthaginians, who had received from their 
ancestors the undisputed sovereignty of the sea. • The 
following fact may serve to confirm the truth of this re- 
flection. When this people first resolved to send their 
forces over to Messana, they had neither any decked vessels, 
or ship of transport, nor even a single shallop. But having 
borrowed among the Tarentines, Eleates, Locrians, and 
Neapolitans, some boats of fifty oars, and a few triremes, 
they boldly embarked the legions in those vessels. 

The Carthaginians bore down upon them in their pas- 
sage: when one of their quinqueremes, advancing to the 
fight with too great eagerness, struck upon the sands, and 
was taken by the Romans. This vessel was now made use 
of as the model of their fleet: and indeed without some 
such accident, their want of skill must soon have forced 
them to abandon the design. * 

While the workmen were busy in building and fitting 
the ships, others were employed to draw together a body of 
sailors, and instruct them in the exercise of the oar. This 
was done in the following manner. They placed benches 
along the shore, upon which the rowers were ranged in 
the same order as at sea, with a proper officer among them 
to give the command. In this situation, they accustomed 
themselves to perform all the necessary motions. of the 
body: to fall back together, and again to bend forwards; 
to contract and extend their arms; to begin, or leave ofl£ 
according to the signals. After this preparation, the Ves- 
sels being now completely finished, they sailed but to sea, 
and, when they had spent some little time in perfecting 
their exercise, advanced along the coast of Italy, agreeable 
to the orders which they had before received. 

For Cn. Cornelius, who commanded the naval forces, 
had sailed a few days before with seventeen ships towards 
Messana, to provide whatever might be wanted for the fleet; 
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and had left directions, with the other captains that they 
should follow him as soon as they were ready. But while 
he lay at,Messana, having received some intelligence which 
gave him hopes of taking the town of Lipara by surprise, 
he top easily engaged in the design, and steered his course 
towards the place, with the ships just mentioned. Bat oh 
the news of this attempt, Annibal, who then was stationed 
at.Fanormus, immediately sent away the senator, Boodes, 
with twenty ships. Boodes, sailing to the place by night, 
blocked up the Romans in the port. As soon as day ap- 
peared the sailors all fled from their ships, and escaped to 
land; and Cornelius, being struck with terror, and per- 
ceiving no means of safety, surrendered himself to the 
enemy, who immediately returned back again to Annibal, 
carrying with .them the Roman consul, and all his squa- 
dron. Not many days after this exploit, while the mis- 
fortune of the Romans was still fresh and recent, an acci- 
dent of the same kind, proved almost fatal to Annibal him- 
self; for having received information that the whole Ro- 
man, fleet had steered their course along the coast of Italy, 
and were now at no. great distance, he presently advanced 
with .fifty vessels, designing to take a view of their numbers, 
and of the order in which they sailed. But he had scarcely 
doubled the promontory of Italy when he found himself at 
once in the very midst of the enemy, who were all disposed 
in perfect order, and. ready to engage. - A great part of 
his ships were taken: but himself escaped with the rest, 
though not without the greatest difficulty. The Romans 
then held on their course to Sicily; and being there in- 
formed of what had happened to Cornelius, they sent mes- 
sengers to Duilius, .who commanded the land forces in the 
island, and waited, his arrival. At the same time, having 
received intelligence /that the Carthaginians were at no 
great distance, they began to make the. necessary prepara- 
tions for an engagement. • But, because their ships were 
built with little skill, and were bothjslow and heavy in their 
motions, it was resolved to balance these defects by the use 
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of certain machines, which some person in the fleet bad 
invented for the occasion, and which were afterwards called 
by the Romans, corvL The description: of them ie^ as 
follows; . . 

They erected on the prow of every vessel a round pillar 
of wood, pf about twelve feet in height, and of three palms 
breadth in diameter , with a pulley at the top. To this pillar 
was fitted a kind of stage, eighteen feel in length and four 
feet broad 9 which was made ladder* wise, of strong timbers 
laid across, and cramped together with iron : the pillar 
being received into an oblong square, which was opened' 
for that purpose, ait the distance of six feet within die end 
of the stage* On either side of the stage lengthways was? 
a parapet, which readied just above the knee. At the 
farthest end of this stage or ladder, was a bar of iron, 
whose shape was somewhat like a pestle; but it was 
sharpened at the bottom, oa lower point; and on the top 
of it, was. a. ring. The whole appearance of thia machine 
very much resembled those that are used in grinding corn. 
To tbe ring just mentioned was fixed a rope, by which* 
with the heV of tbe pulley that was at the topof the pillar, 
they hoisted up the machines, and, as the vessels of the 
enemy came war, let them fall upon them, sometimes o» 
their prow* and. sometimes, on their sides, as occasion best 
served. As the machine fell, it struck into the decks of the 
enemy* and held them fast In. this situation, if the tw 
vessels, happened, to lay side by side^ die Roman* leaped 
on board from ajl pacta of their ships at onca But in case* 
that they were joined only by the prow, they tbea entered 
two and two along tbe machine ; the two foremost extend- 
ing their buckler* right before them to ward off the strokes 
that were aimed against them in. front; while those that 
followed rested tbe boss. of their bucklers upon* tha top of 
the. parapet on either side, and, thus, covered both their 
flanks. Having, in this manner, prepared their vessels for 
the combat,, they now only waited for the time to engage. 
As soon as Duijius heard of the misfortune that had* 
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happened tp the other consul, he left the care of the army 
to the. tribune*, and hastened to the fleet ; and having re- 
ceived information thufc the enemy were employed in ravag- 
ing the plain ?f Mybfe he presently steered hit course that 
way. The Carthaginian behold their approach with joy ; 
and immediately drew out their fleet* which consisted of a 
hundred apd thirty ships; despising the inexperience of 
the Romans, and flattering themselves with, such assurance 
of success, that they even disdained to form' their squadron 
into my hind of order, and* tuning their prows towards 
the enemy* bprc down instantly upon them, as to a certain 
spoil. The co#ima&der of the fleet was the same Annibal 
who made his retreat by night from Agrigentum. He 
sailed in a vessel of *aven banks of oars, whioh had for- 
merly belonged to Pyrrbn*. As they approached more 
neeffly, to the Roipai\ flee^ the sight of those strange ma* 
chinas, erected on the prow of every ship* occasioned soo* 
Ifttle hesitation end surprise* After some time, however* 
aft tH?ir contempt of the enemy again took place* they ad* 
yanced with the same ardcw' as before. Bat when theft 
vesspta, eft soon Q5 they Were joined in action* were grappled 
fast by these new instruments of war* and when the Ro» 

man& fasfeytfly advancing Wong the machines towards 

thjfo^ ipainjtained the fight qpw their very decks, ope pa*t 
o$ the (^rth^njagft, wr* upns^e4iatc^y destroyed, and: tho 
rest tAnrew dowi* tbftir efflts* being struck with terror by 
th|s new kiodof CQmbat, ^bich seemed 40 nearly foresee** 
ble an t qngaffemei^ ypoA land* The ship* that bad ad*> 
vanced t^je foremost of the. fighV being thirty in number* 
wei^e taker? with their, lflsp. Among these was the general's 
ship, B^it Anpibel himself found means to get on. board 
a boat*, and escaped* though not without the greatest 

kjsaitf. 

The rest of : the squadron weue now advancing to the 
fighfe but having observed the fate of their companions, 
they: at fir^t turned aside*, in* order to elude the stroke o£ 
the machines*. But as their ships were light, and easy in: 
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their motions, they soon resumed their confidence, and be-' 
gan to fall Upon the Roman vessels, some in gterri, and 
some upon their sides; being persuaded, that, with this 
precaution, they should be secure from danger. But when 
they Saw, with great astonishment, that, on which side* 
soever they advanced, the com still hung over them, they 
were at last content to seek their safety in flight, with the 
loss of fifty ships. 

This great and unexpected success upon the sea en- 
couraged the Romans to pursue the war with double ar- 
dour. They land their forces upon the' island, near 
jEgesta; raise the siege of that city, when it was reduced 
to the last extremity, and take Macella by storm. 

About the time when this victory was gained by sea,' 
Amilcar, who commanded the land forces of the Carthagi- 
nians, -and was encamped near Paftormus, having heard 
that some disputes had happened between the Romans and 
their allies, concerning the post of honour in the field, and 
that the allies were preparing to encamp a part between 
Thermae and Faropus, fell suddenly up6n them with all' 
his forces, when they had just raided their camp, and killed 
near four thousand men. - 

About the same time Annibal Returned back to Carthage, * 
with' the ships that had escaped in the late engagement. ' 
Not long afterwards he sailed from thence to Sardinia with 
the fleet ; taking with him also some officers of the chiefest 
note. But being there surprised one day by the Romans, 
who, from the time when they first appeared upon the sea, 
had resolved to attempt the conquest of this island, and 
being blocked up by them in a certain harbour, so that 
many of his vessels fell into their hands, he was seized and 
crucified by the Carthaginians who got safe to land. 

The succeeding summer produced in Sicily nothing 
memorable on the part of the Romans. But the consuls 
of the following year, A. Atilius and C. Sulpicius, having " 
led the army to Panormus, where the Carthaginians then : 
lay in winter quarters/ drew- up their forces in order of 
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battle before the, town. But. when the enemy kept close 
behind their walls, they directed their roots back again to 
Hippana, and took it In the first assault* Mytistratum was 
also taken : but not without much labour, and a siege of 
long continuance; for the natural situation of the place had 
rendered it very strong. They then. marched to Camarina, 
which not long before N had revolted from them; and having 
advanced their works close against the city, and with their 
engines battered down the, walls, they soon forced it to sur- 
render. After this success, the town of Enna, with. many 
other little places that belonged to the Carthaginians, sub- 
mitted to the Romans, who then resolved to form the siege 
of Lipara. 

In the following year, Atilius, the Roman consul, .who 
then lay at anchor in the port of Tyndaris, having perceived 
the Carthaginian fleet passing. very near him, in .a careless 
manner and without any order, made, haste immediately to 
pursue them with ten ships, and, gave orders to the rest to 
follow as soon as they. were ready; but. when the Carthagi- 
nians saw that one part of the enemy were already under sail, 
while others had scarcely yet got on board, and that the fore- 
most ships had. advanced far before the rest, they suddenly 
turned upon them, and surrounding them on every side, tunic 
the other vessels, and had aliqost taken that in which the 
consul sailed; but, because his ship was lighter than the 
rest, and well supplied with a body of the most skilful 
rowers, by the help of those advantages he escaped the 
danger. But in a short time afterwards the rest of the 
Roman squadron advanced in order; and, having all 
turned their prows in one line against the enemy, they 
engaged them with such vigour and success, that they took 
ten of their ships with all the men, destroyed eight more, 
and forced the others to retreat in haste towards the Lipa? 
rean islands. 

As the advantages in this engagement had seemed to be 
on both sides equal, they both resumed their naval prepa- 
rations with greater vigour than before; and resolved to 
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employ their whole attention to obtaltt the ko^rtei^rity bf 
the sea; During this tinte, the attnies tipon lind p&fbtttigd 
no exploit that deserves to be related, bik waited the whole 
campaign in alight and Inconsiderable actions, of little 
inofafeot or importance. 

In the following summer the ftoman^ having eihplo^fet!,* 
ai wehaveiaid, their dtrabst dlligeflcetfc edrrtptete the* 
mvbl 'preparations, sailed otft to sea, with a fl&t of thre* 
hundred and thirty decked ship*, ai*i east ah 1 chef at 
Messana. From tbettca, letting Sicily on the right, AM 
doubling the proniontory Pafchynus, they steered fhefi* 
course towards Ecnomusf, where thetfr army at that timid 
lay. The Carthaginians, having also drawn together a 
fleet, which- consisted of thtee hundred rind fifty ships of 
Iran sailed first to Lilybeeuro, and frorn thefcee to Hetdcled 
of Minos* The design of the Romans was, to divert the 
war from Sicily to Afric, and constrain the Carthaginians 
to employ their strength in the defence of their own pfr6{£r 
ooittrtfy. The Carthaginians, on the other hand, being 
sensible that their coasts were open, and that the people of 
the country must become an easy prey, if the enemy should 
©nee; gain the? land, resolved to intercept therii in the at- 
tempt, atad force 4 thech to a battle. 

Wheh stich were the sentiments' on either tide, it was 
easy to discern, that an engagement soon draft follow. 
The Romans, therefore, made strch a disposition of theft 
fortes, that they were equally prepared either to proceed in 
their intended descent upon die coasts of Afric, 6i td 
aucept a battle, in case that it should now be offered by the 
Carthaginians. They selected from the land army all 
thehr choicest troops; and having divided the fleet into 
fear separate bodies, assigned to each of them a double 
name. The fitst division was called the first legion, and 
the first squadron ; and so the rest. The last only, being 
not distinguished by any such particular denomination, was 
styled, ingerieral, the triiri i; the name which is appropriated 
to the last division in the armies upon land. Thewhofe 
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fleet consisted of ft hundred end forty thousand men : each 
vessel containing one hundred and twenty soldiers, and 
three hundred seamen* On the other hand, the forces of 
the Carthaginians, whose preparations were made wholly 
for the sea, amounted to more than a hundred and fifty 
thousand ; if we compute them from the number of their 
ships* How impossible is it, I do not say to behold so vast 
an armament, but even to 'hear a bare description tit it, 
without being fixed in admiration, both of the importance 
of the contest, and of the power and strength of the two 
republics that were thus engaged ! 

The Romans, having considered that the course which 
they were obliged to steer lay through the open sea, and 
that the chief advantage of the enemy consisted in the 
lightness and celerity of their ships, resolved to make such 
a disposition as might render their whole fidet firm, conn 
pact, and very difficult to be broken* For this purpose* 
two vessels carrying six banks of oars, being those in 
which the consuls sailed, were first placed side by side ifc 
front* Each of these was followed bv a line of vessels ; the 
first squadron making one line; and the second the other: 
the ships of either line extending themselves to a greater 
distance still as they advanced,^nd gradually widening the 
area* of the figure. Their prows were all turned outwards* 
The. first and second squadrons being thus disponed in 
form of a wedge, they drew up the third division in a line 
behind : , so that the whole resembled the figure of a tri* 
angle; the third squadron constituting the hase* These 
last were followed by the transports, which they held in 
tow. Last of all came the triarii, or fourth, dtvition* 
ranged likewise in a line of angle ships, but so extended; 
as to cover both the flanks of the line before than. That 
disposition reseifcbled, as I said, the .figure of & triangle, 
the upper part of which was hollow,, and the base solid; 
the whole being strong, and proper for action, and such as 
could not.easily be broken by the enemy. 

The Carthaginian generals, having animated their men 
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as the occasion required, and represented to tbem in few 
words, that if they should gain the victory in the present 
combat, the business of the war would still be confined to 
Sicily as before, but that in case they were defeated, they 
must then be forced to defend their country, families, and 
possessions against the Romans, ordered all immediately to 
get on board. The forces being fully sensible of the truth 
of what was spoken to them, received the order with 
alacrity, and came sailing from the harbour full of hope 
and eager resolution. The generals, having remarked the 
disposition of the enemy, ranged three parts of all their 
fleet in a line of single ships, extending the right wing far 
out to sea, with design to surround the Romans, and 
turning all their prows towards them. The remaining 
part was posted on the left, very near to the shore, and in 
the figure which is called the forceps. The right- wing, 
composed of all the quinqueremes and galleys, which, from 
their lightness and celerity, were most proper for the 
design x>f surrounding the enemy, was led by Han ho, 
whose army was defeated in the siege of Agrigentum ; and 
the left was committed to the care of Amilcar, who com- 
manded in the former battle of Tyndaris. This general 
took his station in the centre of the line, and, as soon as 
the fight began, put in practice the following stratagem. 

The Romans, when they saw that the enemy, were 
ranged in a line of single ships, began the combat by 
attacking their centre. But the Carthaginians in the 
centre received orders from Amilcar immediately to retreat, 
that they might thus force the Romans to break the order 
of their battle. They fly accordingly with the greatest 
haste: and the Romans followed them with eagerness. 
By this contrivance the first and second squadrons of the 
Romans were soon divided from the thirU, which held the 
transport ships in tow, and from the triarii, who were 
drawn up behind to support the rest. When they were 
separated to a sufficient distance, the Carthaginians, upon 
a signal giverf from Amilcar's ship, suddenly turned about 
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and fell with fiiry upon the vessels that pursued themi 
The fight was obstinate, and the advantages on both sides 
for some time equal. For though the Carthaginians were 
far superior in the lightness of their ships, and in their 
sklH in advancing or retreating, and attacking the enemy 
on every side ; yet the Romans derived no less assurances / 
of victory from the vigour and courage of their troops, the 
advantage of their machines, and the. presence of both the 
consuls, under whose eyes the soldiers fought. Such was 
the state of the action on that side. ■" ■ ; 

About this time Hanno, who commanded in the right 
wing at some distance from the vessels that were first 
engaged, stretched out to sea, and bearing down upon the * 
triarii, threw them into great disorder. The Carthaginians 
also that were ranged along the coast, having changed 
their first disposition, and turned their' prows in front 
towards the enemy, advanced against the squadron that 
towed the transports. Thus the whole engagement con* 
sisted at once of three different combats, maintained in 
different places. - And, because in each of these divisions 
the strength of the combatants wata nearly equal, the 
success was also for some time equal. But in the progress 
of the action the affair was brought at last to a decision : a 
different one, perhaps, than what might reasonably have 
been expected, in such circumstances. For the Roman 
squadron that had begun the engagement gained so full 
a victory, that Amilcar was forced to fly, and the consul 
Manlius brought away the vessels that were taken. 

The other consul, having now perceived the danger in 
which the triarii and the transports were involved, hast- 
ened to their assistance with the second squadron, which 
was still entire. The triarii, having received these suc- 
cours, when they were just upon the point of yielding, 
again rfesuffled their courage, and renewed the fight with 
vigour: so that the enemy, being surrounded on every side, 
ia a man tier so sudden and unexpected, and attacked at 
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once both in the front and rear, were tit last 
to' steer away to sea. 

About tbfe time Manliufc alto, returning from the 
engagement, observed that the ships of the third squadron 
were forced in close to the shore, and there blocked up by 
the left division of the Carthaginian fleet. He joined his 
forces, therefoite, with those of the other consul, who had 
now placed the transports and triarii in security, and hast- 
ened to assist these vessels, which were so invested by the 
enemy, that they seemed to suffer a kind of siege. And, 
indeed, they must have all been long before destroyed if 
the Carthaginians, through apprehension of the corvi, had 
not still kept tbemselfeft at distance, and declined a close 
engagement. But .the consuls, haying now advanced 
together, surround the enemy, and take fifty of their ships 
with all the men. The rest, being few in number, steerdd 
close along the shore, and saved themselves by flight. 

Such were the circumstances of this engagement; in 
which the victory at last was wholly on the aide of the 
Romans. Twenty-four of their ships were sunk in the 
action, and more than thirty of the Carthaginians. No 
vessel of the Romans fell into the hands of the enemy ; 
but sixty-four of the Carthaginians were taken with their 
men. 

After this success, the Roman*, having supplied the 
fleet with new provisions, repaired the vessels that were 
taken from the enemy, and shewn such care of their 
naval forces as the late victory well deserved, again sailed 
out to sea, and steered their course towards the coabt of 
Afric. The foremost ships, arriving at Herama* cast 
anchor there, and waited for the rest of the fleet. The 
promontory, called Hermaea, is situated upon the extreme 
edge of the Gulf of Carthage, from whence it ettends far 
out to sea, and points towards the coast of Sicily. 
When the other vessels were arrived, they all sailed to- 
gether along * the coast, till they came to Aspis. And 
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having there disembarked their forces drawn their ships 
to land, and thrown up an intrenchmeat round them, they 
resolved immediately to invest the cky, having first in 
vain invited the inhabitants to surrender. 



CHAP. III. 

A HE Carthaginians, who had escaped from the late 
engagement, and returned safe to Carthage, were per* 
suaded that the Romans, elated by so great a victory, 
would immediately direct their course toward! that city; 
They made, therefore, the necessary disposition* both 
by land and sea, for securing all the approaches to the 
coast. But when they heard that the enemy had already 
disembarked their troops, and were laying siege to Aspis, 
having now lost all hope of being able to prevent their 
landing, they began to levy forces, and employed alt 
their care to fortify the city and the adjoining country. 

The Romans soon forced Aspis to surrender! and 
having left in the place a proper garrison, they sent tome 
messengers to Rome to convey the news of their inodeis, 
and to receive instructions with regard to the measures 
4hat were next to be pursued. They then decamped with 
all their forces, and marched through the country, to 
waste and plunder it. Finding no resistance from the 
enemy, they destroyed many houses of great magnificence, 
and returned back again to their ships, carrying with 
them a great quantity of cattle, and more than twenty 
thousand slaves. 

The messengers about this time returned from Rome with 
orders that one of the consuls should remain in Afric with 
the forces that were necessary, and the other carry back the 
fleet. Regulus, therefore, was left behind with fifteen thou* 
sand foot, five hundred horse, and forty of the ships ; while 
ManKus, taking with him the prisoners, and the rest of the 
naval forces, passed safely along the coast x>f Sicily, and ar- 
rived at Rome. 

D2 
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The Carthaginians, perceiving from the preparations 
that were made, that the enem$ had no design to leave the 
country, chose at first two generals, Bostar, and Asdrubal 
the son of Han no, and sent afterwards for Amilcar likewise 
from Heraclea. Amilcar sailed in haste to Carthage with 
five thousand foot and five hundred horse; and, being de- 
clared third general, he held a consultation with Asdrubal 
and the other chief, concerning the measures that were 
most proper to be taken. It was soon resolved that they 
should lead the forces against the enemy, and not suffer 
them thus to waste the country without resistance. The 
consul, after some days, advanced again with his army 
through the country, storming all the posts that. were not 
fortified with walls, and reducing the rest by siege. Being 
at last arrived near Adis, a city of some importance, h^ 
encamped before it, prepared his works, and began to 
phtcsft the siege with vigour. . The Carthaginians, in order 
to relieve the place, and save the country round it from 
destruction, directed their march that way with all their 
forces, and fixed their camp upon a hill, which indeed 
overlooked the enemy, but was, in every other respect, a 
very improper situation for their army. For as their chief 
strength consisted in their elephants and cavalry, they 
should, in prudence, have encamped upon the open pjain j 
whereas by marching into. places that were steep, confined, 
and cftggy, they seemed to instruct their enemies in what 
manner they best might act against them. And this, 
itideed, was the event; for the Romans, wisely judging 
that the strongest and most serviceable part of the CartIja T 
gihian army, and that which they had the greatest cause 
to dread, was rendered wholly useless by thejr situation, 
rcfsolved to seize the occasion, and engage the enemy before 
they should descend into the plain. They drew out their 
forces, therefore,' at break of day, and began the attack on 
both sides of the hill. The Carthaginian cavalry and 
elephants were not able to perform any service in the 
action. But the mercenaries stood for some time firm, 
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and maintained the fight with so much vigour, that they* 
forced the first legion to give ground. But when these 
troops were' attacked behind, and dispersed with little dif- 
ficulty by the Romans wbo had ascended the hill on the- 
other side, the whole army then fled at once from the 
camp, and a general rout ensued. The elephants, with' 
the cavalry, gained the plain, and escaped. The Romans,' 
having for some time pursued the infantry, returned back 
to the camp, and pillaged it; and marched afterwards at 
leisure through the country, wasting and destroying. all 
the cities in their way; and having, at last, possessed them-" 
selves of Tunis, they there encamped, because this city not 
only seemed commodious for the occasions of the war, but 
was also situated with great advantage for infesting Car- 
thage itself and all the adjoining country. 

The Carthaginians were now reduced to 8 condition 
which, indeed, seemed next to desperate. For besides 
these two defeats, the one by pea the other by land, which 
were both occasioned not so much through any want of 
courage in the troops, as by the unskilful conduct of the 
generals, the Numidians had also sent detachments into 
their territories, and committed even greater devastations 
than the Romans. The people all left their habitations in 
the country, and fled to Carthage. Their numbers soon 
occasioned a most dreadful famine in the place ; while the 
apprehensions also of a sudden siege filled every heart with 
consternation and dismay. But Rfegulus, who had given 
so great a shock to the strength of Carthage both by land 
and sea, that the city itself seemed almost ready to surren- 
der to him, began now to fear that a new consul might 
arrive from Rome, and rob him of the glory of finishing 
the war. He invited, therefore, the Carthaginians to a 
treaty. The offer was embraced with pleasure; and some 
of the chiefs of the city were sent to settle the conditions 
with him. But so far were they from yielding their con- 
sent in any point to the terms that were, proposed* that 
they scarcely could submit to hear them ; for Regulus, is^ 
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if h£ had been already master of their fate, seemed to think 
that every thing which he was inclined to grant should be 
accepted; by them as mere grace and favour. But the 
ambassadors, perceiving that though they should entirely 
be reduced beneath the Roman yoke, no worse conditions 
could be imposed than those that now were offered, not 
only returned again without concluding any. treaty, but 
Were greatly offended also, and incensed by the unyielding 
haughtiness of the consul. The Carthaginian senate, wfc» 
they knew the terms that were demanded, assumed a noble 
constancy; and, though they were .almost ready to despair 
of safety, resolved to encounter every danger, and put iq, 
practice every expedient that time might offer, rather than 
by a base submission to disgrace the glory of their former 
actions. 

About this time, one of those that bad been sent by the 
Carthaginians into Greece, to raise some mercenaries in 
that country, returned to Carthage, bringing with him a 
large body of troops. Among them was a certain Lace? 
dsemonien, named Xantippus, who had been educated in 
the Spartan discipline, and from thence had gained a per- 
fect knowledge in the art of war. As soon as he was un- 
formed of all the circumstances of the late defeat, and had 
seen the nature of the Carthaginian forces, with the num- 
bers of their horse and elephants, he began first to reflect 
within himself, and afterwards to declare among his friends, 
that the Carthaginians had not been vanquished by the 
Romans, but owed their losses to their own mistakes, and 
to the want of skill in their commanders* This discourse 
being soon spread among the people, as it happens in 
such conjunctures, came at last to the ears of the generals 
and the magistrates, who ordered Xiuitippus to be called. 
When he came before them, he explained with so much 
Clearness the causes of their late misfortune, and shewed 
such strong assurances of victory, in case that they now 
would yield to his advice, and choose the open, plains for 
their encampments, marches, battles, that the chiefs 
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one voice applauded all bis sentiments, and committed the 
cwtHof tbe army to him. 

From the time when this discourse was first known 
among the people, a kind of joyful rumour began to spread 
through all the city, and raised a general expectation of 
some happy change. But when Xantippus drew up the 
troops in order without the walls, and formed them into 
several bodies, training and instructing each of them to 
move according to the rules of military discipline, a skill 
so visibly superior to that of the other generals, forced 
loud applauses from the multitude. They demanded to 
be Jed immediately against the enemy ; and seemed to be 
assured, that under such a chief they could never suffer 
any loss. The generals, when they saw tbe courage of tbe 
soldiers thus restored, harangued them in such words as 
the time required, and in a few days afterwards began their 
march. Their army was composed of twelve thousand 
foot, and four thousand horse, besides Elephants, which 
amounted to near a hundred. The Romans were under 
some surprise when they saw that- tbe Carthaginians now, 
for, the first time, chose the opea plains both for their 
marches and encampments. They resolved, however, to 
ipeet and engage them without delay* Having advanced, 
therefore, with all their forces; on the first day they fixed 
their camp at the distance of ten stadia only from the 
enemy. . On tbe following day the Carthaginian generals 
held a consultation, in order to determine what was neces- 
sary to be done; but the soldiers ran together in* crowds, 
and calling aloud upon the name of Xantippus, demanded 
to be led without delay against the enemy. The generals 
perceiving the great alacrity and confidence of the troops, 
and being also strongly urged by the entreaties of Xan- 
tippus, who pressed them instantly to seize the occasion 
that was afleced, gave orders to prepare for the engage- 
ment, and committed to Xantippus the care and disposi- 
tion of the whole. Xantippus, being entrusted wHh this 
power, ranged the elephants in a single line, in front ; and 
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behind them, at a moderate distance, the Carthaginian 
phalanx. He posted on the right wing one part of the 
mercenaries;; the rest that were more lightly armed, were 
equally distributed into either wing, together with the 
horse, • ^ * " - - 

The Romans also drew up their army in battle with 
equal readiness. Their chief care was, to secure them- 
selves against the elephants, which they greatly dreaded. 
For this purpose, having placed their light-armed troops 
in front, they drew up the legions in deep and close order 
behind, and divided the cavalry upon the wings. Thus 
they lessened the usual extent' of their front; but gave a 
greater depth to the body of their army; so that, upon the 
whole, their disposition was well adapted to sustain' the- 
shock of the elephants, but was wholly ineffectual for re- 
sisting the Carthaginian cavalry, which in numbers far 
exceeded that of the Romans. > • 

In this order both armies stood awhile, expecting the 
sigftal to. engage: but when Xahtippus ordered the ele- 
phants to approach, and break the ranks of the enemy, 
while the horse on either wing, advancing iii the aame 
moment to the charge, endeavoured to surround them, 
then the Romans, clashing their armour after their custom, 
ran forward with loud cries to the engagement. Their 
horse, overpowered by numbers, were soon turned to 
flight; but the infantry of the left wing, led orr by their 
contempt of the mercenary troops, and' being desirous like- 
wise to avoid the shock of the elephants, fell furiously upon 
the right wing of the Carthaginians, and, having routed 
them with little, difficulty, pursued them even to their 
camp. The' troops that first encountered with the ele- 
phants were soon destroyed, and trampled down in heaps; 
but the main: body of the army remained for some time* 
firm, by reason of the depth and closeness of the files; but 
when the hindmost ranks were obliged to face about, and 
engage the cavalry that had now surrounded them; and 
when those who had forced their way beyond tbe ele- 
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phants, were charged by the Carthaginian phahu)*, which 
was still entire ; then were the Romans distressed on every 
side, and destitute of all resource. The greatest part were 
trodden down in heaps, under the enormous weight of the 
elephants ; and the rest destroyed in their very ranks by. 
the javelins thrown from the horse. . A spnall number only 
hoped to find their safety in flight. But as their way lay 
through a flat and open country, the elephants and ca- 
valry soon overtook and destroyed the greater part. About 
five hundred only were taken alive ; and among these, the 
consul Regulus. The Carthaginians lost in the action 
eight hundred of their mercenary forces, who were attacked 
and routed by the left wing of the Roman army. Of the 
Romans, about two thousand men, being those that had 
charged the mercenaries, were separated, in the cqurse of 
the pursuit, to a distance from the army; and, haying thus 
escaped the general slaughter, they retreated safe to Aspis. 
The rest all were slain upon the place, the consul alone 
excepted, and those that w$re taken with him. • The Car- 
thaginians, having spoiled the dead, returned back, again 
to Carthage, exulting in their success, and carrying with, 
them the consul Regulus, and the other prisoners. 

How wide a field of reflection is opened to us by this 
event ; and what admirable lessons does it contain for the 
good conduct of human life. In the fate of Regulus we 
may discern bow little confidence should be reposed in. 
Fortune; especially, when she flatters with the fairest 
hopes. For he, who a few. days before beheld » the mise- 
rable state to which the Carthaginiaps were reduced, with- 
out; remorse or pity, was now himself led captive by them ; " 
and forced to implore his safety of those very enemies to 
whom he had shewn no mercy. We may also remark, in 
this event, the truth of that saying of Euripides, € * That 
One wise counsel is better thjn. the strength of many/' 
For. here, the wisdom of one man defeated legions that 
were thought invincible; infused new life into a people 
whtfsfe losses had even almost rendered them insensible of 
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misery, and saved their tottering state from ruin. Let the 
reader then take care to reap some profit from these exam- 
ples, and apply them to the improvement of his life and 
manners. For since there are two sources only from 
whence any real benefit can be derived; our own misfor- 
tunes, and those that have happened to other men; afecT 
since the first of these, though generally perhaps the most 
effectual, is far more dangerous and painful than the other, 
ft wilf always be the part of prudence to prefer the latter, 
which will alone enable us at all times to discern whatever 
fs fit and useful, without any hazard or disquiet.' And 
hence appears the genuine excellence of history ; which, 
without exposing us to the labour or the cost of suffering, 
instructs us how to form our actions upon the truest 
models, and to direct our judgment right in all the dif- 
ferent circumstances of life. But let us return from this 
digression. 

After a victory so complete, the Carthaginians set no 
bounds to the expressions of their joy, but poured out 
incessant acknowledgments to the Gods, and; strove to 
outdo each other in all the acts of hospitality and kind- 
ness. But Xantippus, who had thus saved their state 
from ruin, returned back again to Greece, within a short 
time after. In this he shewed great prudence and dis- 
cernment; for signal and important services seldom fail to 
excite sharp malevolence and calumny ; which, though a 
native of the country, supported by his friends and family, 
may, perhaps, be able to resist and conquer, yet foreigners 
are usually oppressed and ruined by them. Some writers 
give a different account of the departure of this general, 
which I shall examine in its, proper place. 

As soon as the Romans heard that the affairs in Afric 
had proved so -contrary to all their hopes, they immedi- 
ately prepared a fleet to bring away the men that had 
escaped in the late engagement. On the other band, the 
Carthaginians advanced and laid siege to Aspis, hoping to 
get these troops into their hands; but, meeting with a 
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stout and vigorous restatsnce, they were at last obliged to 
raise the siege. Being then informed that the Romans 
were fitting owt a fleet, with design to return to Afric, 
they repaired all their old vessels, and built some new ; and 
having, in a short time, equipped a fleet of two hundred 
ships, sailed out to sea to observe the motions of the 
enemy* 

. In the beginning of the summer the Romans came out 
to sea with a fleet of three hundred and fifty ships, under 
the command of the consuls. M. jEmilius, and Servins 
Fulvius; and sailed along the coast of Sicily, towards 
Afric* Near the promontory Hermsea, having met with 
and engaged the Carthaginians, they defeated them even 
in the firtt attack with little difficulty, and took a hundred 
sod fourteen of their vessels, with all the men. They thai 
received on board the troops that had escaped to Asp'ts, 
aud directed their route bade again to Sicily* But when 
they, had completed the greatest part of their course, and 
were now approaching the Camarinean coast, they were 
suddenly attacked by a tempest so great and terrible, that 
170 words can sufficiently describe the horrors of it* Of 
four hundred and sixty-four vessels* no more than eighty 
escaped the fury of this storm ; the rest being either buried 
in the-ocean or dashed against the rocks and promontories. 
The whole shore was covered with dead bodies, and with 
broken ships; so that history scarcely can afford another 
example of so great and general a destruction* This mis- 
fortune was not so much to be ascribed to accident as to 
the imprudent obstinacy of the consuls ; for the pilots had 
given them repeated warnings not to sail along th* exterior 
coast of Sicily, which looks towards Africa where the shore 
was open, and afforded no convenient harbour; especially 
too as the season was then the most unfavourable for 
navigation, the constellation of Orion being not quite 
passed,' and the Dog-star just teady to appear. But the 
consuls despised their admonitions, and held on their 
course along the coast; being tecapted by the hopes of 
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gaining certain towns, which they flattered themselves 
would surrender to them without resistance, upon the first 
approach' df their victorious fleet. Thus were they hur- 
ried, by the prospect df some slight advantage, into mis- 
fortunes that were irretrievable, and which forced from 
thehi an acknowledgment of their rashness, when it was 
now too late to remedy it. But such, in truth, is the dis- 
position df the Romans. Hot and violent in their pursuits, 
they' persuade themselves that whatever they undertake 
must of necessity be accomplished, and that nothing is 
impossible which they have once resolved to carry into 
execution. Their success has been often owing to this 
persuasion; though it cannot be denied that, on many 
occasions, it has also proved the only cause of their mis- 
fortunes, especially upon the sea, for in- land engagements, 
where the contest only lies against the strength of men 
and human preparations, this confidence alone will fre- 
quently force the victory to their side. Yet, even in such 
conjunctures, they have sometimes been deceived in the 
event; but when they presume to encotmter with the 
winds and sea, and challenge all the elements to combat, 
what wonder is it if they are then involved in the worst 
calamities? For such was now the punishment that befel 
their rashness ; the same that, in former times, had hap- 
pened to tbem, and which must again hereafter happen, 
unless they find some means to moderate that daring and 
impetuous spirit, by which they are persuaded, that both 
lahd and sea are at all times subject to their control. 

The destruction of the Roman fleet, together with the 
victory that had been obtained by land against them not 
long before, inclined the Carthaginians to believe that they 
now should prove superior to the enemy both by land and 
sea. 4 They resumed their preparations, therefore, with* 
greater diligence and vigour than before, and, in a short 
time afterwards, Sent Asdrubal to Sicily; having added to 
his army the forces that were brought from Heraclea, 
"together witlr a hundred and forty elephants. They refit-* 
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fed als6 two hundred ships, and equipped them for ilie 
war. Asdrubal, being arrived at Lilybseum without any 
accident* exercised bis troops and elephants, and seemed 
resolved to maintain the field against the enemy. 
: The Romans having received a full account of the 
destruction of their vessels from those that had escaped 
the storm, were, sensibly afflicted for their loss; bat, being 
determined not to yield, tbey resolved . to build another 
fleet, entirely new, which should consist of two hundred 
and twenty ships. And, what will scarcely, obtain belief 
in three months' time this vast armament was all com- 

* 

pletely finished, and sailed out. to sea under the. command 
of the. two new consuls, A. Atilius, and Cn. Cornelius* 
Tbey. passed the. Straits, and being joined at Messana by 
the vessels that had escaped. the storm, so that their whole 
fleet now consisted of three hundred, ships, they directed 
their course towards Panormus, the most considerable of 
all the Carthaginian cities, in order to besiege it. They 
threw up works on both, sides. of the place, anc^ planted 
their machines against it; and having, with little diffi- 
culty, battered down the fort that stood nearest to the sea, 
they entered immediately by the breach, and made them- 
selves masters of the new town upon the first assault. 
The old, despairing to make any long resistance, surren- 
dered jat discretion. The consuls having thus gained 
possession of the city, left in.it a sufficient garrison, and 
returned to Rome. . 

In the following summer .the consuls,. Cn. Servilius and 
C. Sean pronius, sailed again. to Sicily with all. the fleet, 
and. from thence steered , their course to Afric. They 
made many descents upon the coast, but without perform- 
ing any action pf importance. But as they were sailing 
near the island Meninx, which is. inhabited, by the Loto- 
phagi, and lies contiguous tp the little Syrtis, their igno- 
rance of the coast proved almost fatal to. them ; for as the sea 
was then at ebb, thejr fleet stuck fast uppn the sands*. In 
this distress they had almost lost, all hopes of safety. B,qt 
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tome time afterwards the tide suddenly returned, whoa 
they least expected it, and freed them from the danger 5 
for, hawing thrown over all their baggage and heavy furni- 
ture, they at last set their vessels afloat again, though not 
without much pains and 'labour; and steering back to 
Sicily with great precipitation, cast anchor at Panonteus. 
.From thence, as they passed the Straits, and were sailing 
on to Rome, with their usual disregard of every thing that 
anight beftl them, they were again attacked by a Very 
dreadful storm, m which a hundred and fifty of their 
vessels perished. 

The Romans were unable to support such great and 
repeated losses ; and though their ardour was not slack* 
ened, nor their zeal in the least abated, they were forced 
by mere necessity to lay aside all farther attempts upon 
the sea, and depend entirely upon their land forces for a 
happy issue of the war. They, therefore, sent the con- 
suls, L. Cecilius and Cn< Furius, into Sidily with <the 
legions; equipping only sixty vessels, to convey provisions 
to the army* 

On the other band, these misfortunes seemed to open to 
the Carthaginians the fairest prospect of advantage and 
suceess. They were now sole masters of the sea, which 
was abandoned by the Romans; and* with regard to the 
armies upon land, they began to be persuaded, and not 
without good reason, that their troops would prove supe- 
rior to the enemy; for the Romans, having heard what 
horrible destruction the elephants had spread among their 
.ranks, in the battle that was fought in Afric, were so 
possessed with apprehensions of the fury of these beasts, 
that, during the course of two whole years from that 
engagement, though they frequently fixed their camp 
-within the. distance of five or six stadia from the enemy, 
in the neighbourhood of Selinus and Lilybarcm, they 
sever once dared to venture on a battle, or even to trust 
their army in the plains. They reduced, indeed, the 
towns of Li para and Thermos; but during the 'siege of 
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both, were always careful to post their troops in {dices . 
tbat were steep and difficult of aceess. When the Ro- 
mans saw that so great defection and dismay had spread 
through all the army, they resolved to change their mea- 
sures, and resume their naval preparations. As soon, 
therefore, as C. Atilins and L. Manilas were' elected 
consuls, they built fifty ships, and began to make levies 
for the sea with the greatest diligence. 

The Carthaginian general Asdrubal, having remarked 
the consternation that lately had appeared among the 
Romans, whenever their armies were forced td take die 
field ; and being informed that one of the consols bad 
returned to Italy with one half of the troops, and that 
Cecilius was left behind at Panormus with the rest, to 
cover the harvest of the allies, which was just now ripe; 
marched his army from Lilybsenm towards Panormus, 
and encamped upon the frontier of the district. Ceotius 
saw the confidence with which the enemy advanced to* 
wards hrm, and, with design still more to heighten it, kept 
his army dose within the city. Asdrubal, deceived by 
this appearance, grew bolder than before : and being per- 
suaded tbett the Romans wanted courage to oppose brim, 
advanced with his army through the passes, destroyed the 
harvest every where, and misted all the country. The 
consul still kept dose behind the walls, till the enemy 
should have passed a river that ran near the city! But no 
sooner had the elephants wilh the army gained the other 
side, than Gseiiius sent against them a part of bis light- 
armed forces, to harass the foremost troops, and constrain 
the Carthaginians to draw up all their army in order of 
battle. When this was done, he placed* bis light~armed 
troops before the intr^nchments; with orders that they 
should throw their javelins at the elephants as they ad- 
vanced, and, whenever they found themselves too closely 
pressed, retire back again to the trenches, and from thence 
sally out from time to time, and make a fresh discharge 
upon them. The combatants were supplied with weapons 
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hi glteat numbers*, by .the artificers of the city, who Mere 
drawn up in Order for that purpose at the foot of the 
walls. The consul himself was posted with the legions 
without the gate that looked towards the left wing of the 
enemy, and sent away continual detachments to support 
the light-armed forces. As soon as the fight grew warm; 
the leaders of the elephants, in hopes of securing tp them- 
selves the honour of the victory, advanced with eagerness 
against the foremost combatants, turned them to flight 
with little difficulty, and pursued them close to the in- 
trenchments. But the elephants, being now exposed to 
all. the fury both of the archers from the walls, and. of 
those that were posted in the trenches, who lanced their 
weapons at them without remission and with sure success, 
grew mad at last with rage; and turning back: upon their 
own forces, trampled them down in heaps, and broke and 
dissipated all the ranks. CeciliUs seized the time of this 
confusion j and advancing against the left wing of the 
Carthaginians, with the legions which were still entire and 
disposed in perfect order, fell upon the enemy in flank; 
and soon caused a general rout. Many were destroyed in 
the place,' and the rest forced to fly in great disorder. 
Ten elephants were taken, with the Indians who con- 
ducted them.' The rest, having. thrown their guides, were 
surrounded after the engagement, and were all likewise 
taken* After this great victory, it was confessed by all, 
that Cecilius by his wise and skilful conduct had' infused 
new life, and spirit into the Roman, armies, and given 
them, confidence once more to face the enemy in the field. 
, The. account of this success was received at Rome with 
the greatest joy: not so much because the loss of the ele- 
phants had : weakened the Carthaginian army, as because 
a victory once gained against those beasts had restored the 
courage of the, legions. They therefore resumed their 
first design, and. resolved to employ again' a naval arma- 
ment; and thus by exerting together all their strength, to 
bring the war at -last to a conclusion. When all 'their 
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preparation* were completed, the consuls with a fleet of 
two hundred ships steered their course to Sicily. Jt was 
now the fourteenth year of the. war. They arrived at 
Lilybteum ; and being joined by the legions that were thus 
encamped, they prepared to lay siege to the city. For 
they had considered with themselves, that if they could 
once be able to obtain possession of this place, it would be 
easy to transport, their forces from thence to Afric. The 
Carthagfaianfc on their part penetrated into this design, 
and made, the same reflections upon the consequences of it. 
Neglecting, therefore, all the other business of the war, 
they made haste to draw together their forces, and resolved 
to use their utmost efforts to defeat the enemy in this at- 
tempt. For in their present circumstances, the loss of 
Lilybaeum would leave them destitute at once of all' re- 
source: since the Romans already were possessed of all 
the other cities of importance in the island, Drepanum 
alonfe excepted. 

But lest this part of the history should prove obscure 
and unintelligible to those whp are. unacquainted with the, 
places of which we now ftre speaking, we shall endeavour, 
in few words, ti) give the reader .some right conception of 
the manner iti which the- island and its several parts are 
situated. 

The whole of Sicily in its: situation bears the same re- 
spect to Italy, as the Peloponnesus does to the rest of 
Greece. But in this they are different; that the one is an 
island, separated from the continent by a narrow sea; the 
othlr a peninsula, the approach to which lies along a small 
neck of land. The form of Sicily is triangular : and the 
angles are so many promontories. The first, inclining to 
the south, and extending into the Sicilian sea, is called 
Pachynus. The second, named Pelorus, and standing' to 
the north, bounds the Straits upon the western side, and is 
distant from Italy about twelve stadia. The third, which 
is the western promontory, called Lilybaeum, stands op- 
posite to the shore of Afric; and lies commodious for pass* 
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ing over to those promontories which we before have men* 
tioned, being distant from them about a thousand stadia. 
It also divides the seas of Afric and Sardinia. 
- Adjoining to this last promontory was a city of the same 
name, which the Romans were how preparing to besiege. 
It was -secured by a wall and ditch, of a very uncommon 
strength arid depth ; and by standing lakes that were filled 
with the waters of the sea. And as the passage to the 
harbour lay over these, it was not to be entered without 
the greatest hazard, by those that were unacquainted with 
the ground. The Romans encamped oh both sides of the 
town : and having fortified the space between their camps 
with an ihtrenchment and a wall, began their first- attack 
against a fort that stood upon the shor$, on the side of the 
African sea. By making their approaches without remis- 
sion, and adding new works continually to the former, they 
at last demolished six of the towers that stood contiguous 
to the fort, and prepared to batter down the' rest. As the 
siege was pressed with all imaginable earnestness and vi- 
gour, the towers already in part destroyed, and the rest so 
weakened as to threaten speedy ruin, while the enemy 
gained ground in their approaches every day, and advanced 
their works still nearer to the city, the garrison within, 
though it amounted to full ten thousand men besides the 
inhabitants,' was seized with the utmost consternation. 
But Imilco, who commanded in the city, by his pains 'and 
unwearied ardour, gave no small resistance to the progress 
of the enemy; repairing everywhere the breaches ; dig- 
ging countermines; and transporting himself from- place 
to place, hoping to find some moment in which he mfght 
be able to set fire to the Roman works. For this purpose, 
be made many desperate sallied both by night and day; in 
which, greater numbers sometimes were destroyed, than 
even in regular engagements. 

While things were in this condition, some of the chief 
officers that led the mercenary troops formed the design of 
betraying the city Ao the enemy ; and thinking themselves 
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secure of the compliance of the soldiers, went privately by 
night to the Roman camp, and concerted the project with 
the consuls. But a certain Achaean, named Alexo, who 
some time before had saved the town of Agrigentum from 
some treacherous attempts that were contrived against it 
by the Syracusan mercenaries, having; made discovery- of 
this treason likewise, informed the Carthaginian com- 
mander of it. Imilco presently called together the other 
officers; and having partly by his earnest exhortations and 
entreaties, and partly also by the promise of great rewards, 
engaged them to stand firm in the interests of the Cartha- 
ginians, he sent them to confirm the troops in their fide- 
lity. To the Gauls he deputed likewise Annibal, who had 
long served among then*. * He was the son of that Annibal 
who lost his life in Sardinia. To the other mercenaries he 
sent Alexo, who was held in high esteem and credit by 
them. These generals having assembled all the troops, 
and harangued them as the time required, and having en- 
gaged their own assurance for the. payment of those re- 
wards that were now promised by Imilco, prevailed with 
little difficulty, and checked all their inclination to revolt. 
When those therefore who had left the city were returned, 
and began to propose aloud the terms which they, had 
brought, the garrison were so far from embracing the con- 
ditions, that they even refused to hear them; and with 
stones and javelins drove back the traitors from the walls. 
Thus were the Carthaginians brought to the very brink of 
ruin by the treason of their mercenaries ; and in this man- 
ner were they rescued by Alexo ; whose virtue, as we have 
observed, bad once before afforded the means of safety to 
the Agrigentines upon a like occasion, and preserved to 
them their city, liberties, and laws. 
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CHAP. IV. 

< DURING this time, no accounts had been received at 
Carthage of any thing that passed at Lilybaeuip. Byt 
being persuaded that the besieged must certainly be in want 
ofsome relief, they filled fifty ships with soldiers, and sent 
them away under the command of Annibal, the son of 
.Amilcar, who was general of the triremes, and an intimate 
friend of Adherbal. Tbey exhorted him to use the greatest 
, diligence, to take advantage of the first favourable moment, 
and to make some bold attempt to enter the city with his 
succours. -Annibal soon sailed out to sea with all the 
> forces, which amounted to ten thousand men ; and casting 
anchor at JEgusa, between Carthage and Lilybseum, waited 
for a fresh and. favourable wind. As soon as it began to 
blow, he spread all his sails, and steered his course directly 
.towards the .harbour's mouth; the troops being ranged in 
order upon the decks, and ready to epgage. The Romans, 
-fiurprised by an attempt so bold and unexpected, and being 
'apprehensive also, that their own vessels might be carried 
into the. harbour by the wind together with those of the 
.enemy, stood fixed in wonder and astonishment, and made 
i»o< resistance to the entrance of the Carthaginians. The 
-multitude within the city ran together in crowds upon jhe 
walls 4 anxious for the event, but filled with joy at the sight 
of these unexpected succours, which they now invited and 
encouraged by the. loudest cries and shouts. At last the 
Carthaginians gained the port, and safely disembarked 
their forces, without any opposition from the Romans : a 
^circumstance which afforded greater pleasure to the; ,Lily- 
baeans, than even the arrival of the troops themselves; 
though these were then so pecessary to their affairs, and 
so greatly increased both their strength and hopes. 

When Imilco saw that both the former forces of the 
city, and those that were now arrived, were animated to a 
high degree of alacrity and confidence; the first, on ac- 
count of the relief which they had received ; the latter, 
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they had yet encountered with- no hardship*; he- 
resolved to take advantage of their present ardour, anct 
endeavour to set fire to the Roman works. He therefore 
(jailed all the troops together; and having harangued .them* 
in -such words as his design required, and promised great 
itewards to those that should perform any eminent and 
signal service, besides the gifts and honours which they 
might all expect in common from the state of Carthage, 
he raised their minds to such a point of courage and impa- 
tience, that they all with one voice cried out, that he 
should lead them against the enemy without delay. The 
general applauded their good disposition, and dismissed 
the assembly: having (exhorted them to retire betimes to 
their repose, and hold themselves in readiness to execute' 
the orders of their leaders. He then called together -the 
chief among the officers; assigned to each his several post; 
acquainted them with the time, and signal, of engaging; 
and directed them to attend in the appointed places, with 
their respective companies, by break of day. 

These orders being carefully observed, the general at 
break of day led out his army, and fell upon the works in 
different quarters. But the Romans, who for some time 
before had -expected this attempt, and had neglected no 
precaution, Were now ready with their succours wherever 
they were most required, and vigorously opposed the enemy* 
The engagement soon became general: and was maintained 
on both sides with the greatest obstinacy. For the num- 
bers from the city amounted to twenty thousand men : on 
the part of the Romans, they were greater. And as the 
soldiers fought without regarding any order, every one in 
the place to which his inclination led him, the battle was 
on that account more fierce and terrible. For man with 
man, and rank with rank, engaged with all the fury and 
jealous emulation, that are found in single combats. But 
the clamour was far the loudest round the works ; and the 
dispute most close and obstinate. For those whose task it 
was to ruin and destroy them* and those who on the other 
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side were posted there for their defence', maintained the' 
tight together with so much steadiness and ardour, that, 
while the one still. laboured to advance, the other still re- 
fusing to give ground, it happened in the end,' that both 
were alike destroyed in the places where they had begun 
the combat. But there were' some among them, who, with 
flaming torches in their hands, invaded the machines with 
so much force and' fury, that the Romans, unable to repel 
their efforts, were reduced; to great extremity. But the 
Carthaginian general, perceiving that his troops were de- 
stroyed in heaps, and that he had not yet been able to ac- 
complish his design, commanded the trumpets to sound 
the signal of retreat, and called the soldiers from the en- 
gagement. Thus the Romans preserved their works en-- 
tire; even in the very moment, when they were just upon 
the point of being utterly destroyed. > 

After this action, Annibal, leaving the harbour in the 
night, sailed out to sea with all the fleet, undiscovered by 
the enemy, and joined' Adherbal who lay at Drepanum. 
This town is distant from Lilybaeum about a hundred and 
twenty stadia; and both on account of its commodious' 
situation, as well as for the excellence of the harbour, had 
always been considered by the Carthaginians as a place of 
the last importance, arid was guarded by them with the 
greatest care. 

At Carthage," the people were impatient to be informed 
from time to time of all that passed at Lilybaeum; but 
knew not any method by which their wishes could be 
satisfied. For the besieged were closely confined within 
their walls; and the port as closely guarded by the Ro- 
mans. But a certain man of rank among them, Annibal, 
surnamed the Rhodian, engaged to sail into the harbour, 
and when he had seen the condition of the city, to return 
again to Carthage, with an account of all that they desired 
to know. His offer was received with joy, though the 
success was greatly doubted. But Annibal, having equipped 
a vessel of his own that was proper for his purpose, sailed 
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and cast anchor near one of the islands thai lie opposite 
to JLilybaeum : and on the morrow, taking advantage of a 
brisk and favourable wind, steered his course through the 
midst of all the enemy, who stood astonished at his bold- 
ness, gained the harbour, and prepared to return again on 
the following day. The consul, more effectually to guard 
the entrance of the port, got ready in the night ten of bis 
swiftest ships; and himself with all the forces stood atten- 
tive to the motions of the Rhodian. The ten ships were 
stationed on both sides of the harbour's mouth, as near to 
it as the shallows would permit: their oars being sus- 
pended in the air, and ready to bear them in an instant 
down upon the Carthaginian vessel. But the Rhodian, 
steering out of the port in sight of all, insulting and. em- 
barrassing the enemy both by his boldness and agility in 
sailing, not only escaped unhurt through the midst of the 
Roman ships, which seemed to stand with design to let 
him pass; but when he bad gained a little distance, be 
turned about again, and resting upon his oars, challenged 
the enemy to engage him. And when none dared to ad- 
vance, by reason of the lightness and celerity of his vessel, 
he at last retired ; having in one single galley insulted and 
defied the whole Roman fleet. After this time, he went 
and returned continually, as .often as occasion required; 
and rendered no small service both to the Carthaginians 
and the besieged. For as the first were by this contrivance 
punctually informed of all that was necessary to be known; 
so the latter were encouraged still to sustain the siege: 
while .the Romans on the other hand were much dis- 
heartened. The Rhodian was encouraged chiefly in thj*. 
bold attempt, .by his perfect knowledge of the coast; whid* 
taught him in what manner he. might bejst avoid the banks 
of 45>and that lay at the entrance of the harbour. For this 
purpose having first gained the open sea, he from thence 
held on his cours^ as if he had sailed from Italy: taking 
care to keep a certain tower, that stood upon the shore, in 
a line so direct and even with his prow, that it covered 
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from bis view the other, towers, which looked towards the 
coast of Afric. And this, indeed* is the only route, by 
which a vessel, sailing before the wind, can gain the -port 
in safety. * 

The example of the Rhodian was in a short time fol- 
lowed by many others, who like , bin* were well acquainted 
with the proper coarse of sailing. The Romans, therefore^ 
who were greatly incommoded by this proceeding, eddes*- 
voured to prevent it for the time to come, by ch*Jring up 
the mouth of the harbour. But this was a. task too diffi- 
cult to be completed. For as the sea was very deep,- thfe 
materials that were thrown into it would: neither rest^ nor 
hold together; but were presently dissolved and washed 
.away by the tides and torrents, even before they had gained 
the bottom. In one place, however, more shallow- then 
.the rest, they at last threw up a mole, after much pains 
and labour. A Carthaginian galley, sailing out of the 
.port by night, struck upon ity and was taken. A* rthfe 
vessel was built upon the most perfect model, the Romans* 
having equipped it with a select body of men, -resolved to 
employ it in observing those that should hereafter steer 
towards the harbour,' and above all the rest, the Rhodian 
It happened, that in a short time afterwards he cataeie 
sight. He had entered the port the night before ; and was 
now, returning back again in open day. The Roman 
galley pursued with eagerness, and attended closely to aU 
his. motions. The Rhodian soon knew the vessel, and 
fearing -for the event, began to exert his utmost efforts to 
.escape by flight. But finding that the enemy gained 
ground upon him, he was at last forced to turn, and try 
the- fortune of a battle. The Romans, who were far 
superior both in the strength and number of their men, 
obtained an easy victory ; and being now masters of this 
jbhip likewise, they .fitted it with all things neeessacy ; and 
from this time effectually secured against the Carthaginians 
the. entrance of the port. 

The besieged were now employed wjthout remission is 
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repairing the breaches of their walk: but had thrown 
away all hopes of being able to destrdy the works of the 
enemy : whep on a sudden a strong wind arose, and blew 
with so much Violence that it shook the Roman galleries, 
and threw down die towers ibat were built before them 
for their defence. Some of the Greek mercenaries, having 
reflected witlun themselves, that this conjuncture was highly 
favourable for ruining all the works at once, communicated 
their sentiments to the general, who readily approved them, 
sum! gave immediate orders for the attack. The young 
men sallied out in separate bands, and set fire to three 
different quarters. As the buildings, being old, were easily 
inflammable: and were now so loosened likewise by the 
wind, that both the machines and towers were shifted from 
their place ; the fire soon spread with great rapidity and 
force. The Romans were struck with consternation, and 
knew not in what manner they might best resist the im- 
pending ruin. TerriBed by an attack so unexpected, and 
blinded by the smoke and darkness, and sparks of fire, that 
rolled continually towards them, they neither saw nor com- 
prehended any thing that passed : so that great numbers 
fell, without being able even to come near the fire. The 
more the' Romans were incommoded, the greater also were 
she advantages of the enemy. For while the wind* still 
blew against the faces of the former whatever could annoy 
frr hurt their sight, the latter, who saw clear before them, 
were able to direct their aim with certainty, both against 
the machines and combatants ; the wind also driving for- 
wards "every thing that was thrown, and giving greater 
strength and efficacy to the stroke. In the end the de- 
struction was so complete, that the towers were all con- 
sumed to their foundations, and the heads of the battering 
rains melted in the fire. After this great loss, the Romans 
laid aside all thoughts of being able to reduce the place 
b^' their works: and having thrown up an' retrenchment 
round the city, and fortified their camp also with a Wall, 
they committed the event to time. The Liiyb&ans on 
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their part repaired their breaches; and resolved to expect 
with patience the determination of the siege. 

As soon as they heard at Rome the news ofthis misfortune, 
and: that . the greater part of tbeir naval forces had been 
destroyed, either in-defending the works against the enemy, 
or in the former business of the siege, they. immediately 
raised new levies, which amounted to ien thousand men, 
mid sent them away to Sicily. When they arrived in the 
camp, the consul, P. Claudius, assembled all the tribunes, 
and represented to them, that they ought to seize the 
present. moment, and sail away immediately to Drepanum; 
"where Adherbal," continued he, "lies unprepared, and 
suspecting nothing; is unacquainted with the arrival of 
these new levies;, and persuaded that our losses in the 
siege have disabled us from sending out a fleet to sea.? 
As, this design was readily approved, he ordered the 
sailors immediately to embark, both those that were in 
the: camp before, and those that, had lately landed ; and 
added to them some of the bravest soldiers from the 
legions, who. were tempted by the shortness of the voyage, 
and the. prospect of assured success, to make a voluntary 
offer, of their, service in the expedition. When all his 
preparations were completed, about midnight he began 
the voyage, undiscovered by the enemy, and keeping the 
island on his right, sailed in close order along the shore. 
As soon as it was morning, and the foremost ships had 
arrived in. sight of Drepanum, Adherbal, who had no 
expectation of this accident, was . at first under, great 
surprise. But when he had viewed them more atten- 
tively, and perceived that they were the Roman fleet, 
he, resolved to exert his utmost efforts, rather than sub- 
mit to be invested in the place. Having assembled, there- 
fore,* all the naval forces upon the shore, and called the 
mercenaries from the city, he shewed, them in a short 
harangue with how great ease they might obtain the 
victory, if they had courage to engage the Roman fleet; 
and represented to them on the other haud all the miseries 
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of a siege, to which, if they now dee&Md the combat, they 
roust inevitably be exposed. They all cried, out at once, 
and demanded to be led against the enemy without delay. 
Adberbal commended their alacrity, and ordered them 
immediately to get on board; to observe the motions of 
his ship; and to follow dose behind, in the course which 
they should see him take. He then sailed away the first, 
and' steered his vessel along the rocks that lay opposite to 
that side of the harbour by which the enemy designed to 
enter. When the consul saw that the Carthaginians wave 
so far from being struck by his arrival, and surrendering 
to htm' as he had before expected, that, on the contrary, 
they were making all things ready for the combat, he 
ordered all his vessels to turn about again, when some of 
them were already within the harbour, others in the 
entrance, and the rest making sail that way. The ships 
that had gained the port, as they directed their course 
back again, fell against those that were now just entering, 
broke their oars, and occasioned great disorder. As fast, 
however, as they returned, the officers ranged them all in 
a line along the shore, with their prows turned towards the 
enemy. The consul Publius, who at first had followed in 
the rear, was now carried out to sea, and took his station 
in the left wing of the'fleet; but Adherbal, having passed 
this wing with five of his largest vessels, and gained the 
open sea, turned his prow towards the enemy. The rest 
of his ships, as fast as they came up, received orders to ex* 
tend themselves in the same single line. As soon as they 
were all ranged in front, he gave the signal to engage, and 
advanced against the Romans, who still stood close along 
the shore, in order to receive their ships as they sailed 
back again from the harbour ; but to this situation were 
chiefly owing the losses which they afterwards sustained. 
When the fleets were joined, the contest was for some 
time equal ;• being maintained on either side by the choicest 
of the legionary troops. But, by degrees, the Carthagi- 
nians drew the victory to their side, by the help of many 
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favourable circumstances in which they wtere superior to 
the Romans, during the whole engagement Their vessels 
were light, and swift in sailing; their rowers skilful and 
experienced; and lastly, they derived no small advantage 
from having ranged their fleet in battle on the side of the 
open sea.. Whenever they were closely pressed, as they 
had full room to retreat, so were they able also by their 
swiftness to transport themselves at once out of the reach 
of danger. If the enemy advanced too far in the pursuit, 
they then turned suddenly upon them, and making. their 
attack with vigour and agility, now upon the sides, and 
sometimes on the stern, sunk many of the Roman vessels, 
which* being unwieldy by their bulk, and incumbered with 
'unskilful rowers, performed all their motions heavily and 
without success. - When any of their vessehfseemed ready 
to be mastered by the. enemy, they advanced securely 
through the open sea, and by ranging some fresh galleys 
in the stern of those that were engaged,, rescued their 
friends from danger. But, on the past of the Romans, 
every circumstance was contrary to these. When pressed, 
they bad no room to retreat; for every vessel that retired 
before the enemy either stuck fast upon the sands, or was 
dashed against the shore* As their ships were also heavy, 
and their rowers destitute of skill, they .were quite deprived 
of the advantage, the greatest that is known in naval 
battles, of sailing through, the squadron of the enemy, and 
attacking in stern the ships that were already engaged with 
others; nor could . they, on the other hand, send any 
succours, or support their own vessels from behind, as the 
distance was so narrow between them and the land. Such 
were the disadvantages under which the Romans laboured 
through the whole engagement. Many of their vessels, 
therefore, were broken against the shore; and many stuck 
£tot upon the sands. The consul, with about thirty only that 
Stood with him upon the left, withdrew from the engage- 
ment, and directed his flight along the coast. The re- 
maining ships, in number ninety-three, fell into the hands 
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of the Carthaginians, together with all the men; a sinall 
number only excepted, who forced their ye*»elt close tp 
shore, and, escaped tjie ganger. 

Thus ended the engagement; from whence the Cartha- 
ginian general reaped, among his countrymen, all the 
applause and honour that were due to his brave and skil- 
ful conduct; while the. Romans, on the, contrary, pursued 
.with curses and invectives the consul Publius, whose rash 
imprudence had brought such heavy losses upon his 
country, and, after bis return to Rome, condemned him 
by a public sentence to the payment of a heavy fine. 

The Romans, notwithstanding this defeat, were so fixed 
in their design tp conquer, that they continued all their 
preparations for the war with the same ardour as before; 
and, when the election of their magistrates was past, sent 
L.. Junius, one of the consuls, into Sicily, with a convoy of 
sixty ships, to carry corn and other necessary stores to the 
army that, invested Lilybaeum. Junius arriving at Mes- 
sana, and having there received some vessels that came to 
join him, both from the camp and from the other parts of 
the island, sailed soon afterwards to Syracuse, His whole 
.fleet now consisted of a hundred and twenty ships of war, 
besides eight hundred transports. Having given the half 
of these, together with a small part of the former, to the 
quaestors, he ordered them to sail with the provisions to 
the camp; while himself stayed behind at Syracuse, to 
receive the ships that were not able to attend him from 
Messana, and to collect the corn which the allies from the 
inland parts of Sicily were obliged to furnish. 

About the same time Adherbal, when he had sent to 
Carthage the prisoners and all the vessels that were taken 
in the last engagement, joined thirty of his own ships to 
seventy others that were under the command of Carthalo, 
and gave orders to that general to go and fall suddenly 
upon the Roman fleet, which lay at anchor in the port of 
Lilybaeum, to bring away as many of their ships as he 
could get into his hands, and to burn the rest. Car- 
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thalo, having received this commission, steered bis course 
towards the hfcrbour; and entering it before break of day, 
he set fire to one part of the fleet, and made himself master 
of the rest. This accident occasioned no small disorder in 
the Roman camp; for while the soldiers ran together with 
loud cries from every quarter, to succour and save their 
fleet, Imilco, who commanded in the town, perceiving 
what was done, sallied out upon them with the merce- 
naries. Thus were they surrounded by danger on every 
side, and their consternation became complete. 

The Carthaginian general, having taken one part of the 
vessels, and destroyed the rest, the whole amounting to no 
very considerable number, steeled his course from Lily- 
baeum towards Heraclea, with design to intercept the fleet 
that was sailing to the camp from Syracuse. Elated by 
his past success, he no sooner was informed by the scouts 
whom he had sent before, that the Roman fleet, composed 
of a great number of ships of every kind, was arrived 
almost in sight, than he advanced in haste to meet them. 
The Romans, having received notice likewise of his ap- 
proach, from the frigates that sailed at the head of all their 
squadron, and thinking it unsafe, in their present circum- 
stances, to venture on a battle, directed their course 
towards a little town that owned their jurisdiction; where, 
though there was indeed no harbour, certain creeks, that 
were inclosed on every side by a kind of promontories 
which ran out into the sea, afforded a convenient shelter 
for their fleet. Having here disembarked their forces, and 
disposed in order some catapults and balistae which the 
town supplied, they waited the arrival of the enemy. The 
Carthaginians, as soon as they approached, made haste to 
begin the combat; being persuaded that the Romans, 
upon the first attack, would abandon all their vessels, and 
take refuge in the town. But when their expectations 
were so far from being answered, that, on the contrary, 
they found a vigorous and stout resistance; and as the 
place was also, in all respects, disadvantageous to them, 
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they were at last obliged to retire from the engagement, 
carrying with them a small Dumber of the transports only ; 
and, tailing to the mouth of a certain river that was near, 
they cast anchor there, and resolved to wait for the de- 
parture of the Roman fleet. 

The consul Junius, having now transacted his affirif* at 
Syracuse, doubled the promontory Pachynus, and was 
steering his course to Lilybseuro, ignorant of aH that had 
happened to the quaestors. The Carthaginian general, 
being informed by his scouts of their approach, sailed out 
to sea with the greatest haste, designing to engage them 
before they could be joined by the other fleet. The consul 
saw that the enemy approached fast towards him, and that 
their fleet was very numerous. Being unwilling, there- 
fore, to venture on a battle against so great a force, and 
not able on the othei; hand td fly because they were so 
near, he cast anchor upon a rough and dangerous part of 
the coast; and resolved to suffer every thing that might 
there befall him rather than deliver up his ships and all his 
forces to the enemy. The Carthaginians, not daring to 
risk a combat in places so unsafe, cast anchor also near a 
certain promontory, which lay between the Roman fleets, 
and from thence observed their motions. 

About this time a most dreadful tempest was just ready 
to break upon the sea. The Carthaginian pilots, who, 
from their long experience, and their knowledge of the 
coasts, were able to foresee such accidents before they 
happened, advised the commander to double tfie Cape 
Fachynus without delay, and shelter himself from the 
impending storm. The general wisely yielded to! this 
advice; and having passed the promontory, though, not 
without the greatest pains and difficulty, cast anchoron a 
place of safety. But when the storm came on, the Roman 
fleets, being quite destitute of shelter, and, far removed 
from, any harbour, were both so miserably wrecked; and 
broken, that the account almost exceeds, belief. For so 
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complete was the destruction, that scarcely a single plank 
remained entire* This accident gave new life and hopes 
to the Carthaginians; for the whole naval strength of 
Rome, which had already been greatly weakened by 
repeated losses, was now all at once destroyed. The 
Romans, indeed, were still superior in their armies ; but, 
on the other hand, the Carthaginians were sole masters of 
the sea, and their affairs by land were by no means desperate. 
This great misfortune raised a general grief and con- 
sternation, both at Rome and among . the troops that 
invested Lilybaeum. The siege, however, of this city was 
still pressed as closely as before; while all the. necessary 
stores were carefully supplied by the allies, and sent by 
land into the camp. The eonsul Junius, who had escaped 
the storm, returned to the camp full of grief, and resolved 
to repair, if possible, by some signal and important action, 
the loss that he had sustained by sea. With this design, 
having conceived some hopes of taking Eryx by surprise, 
he so well improved the slight occasion that was offered, 
that he became master both of the 'city and of the temple 
of Venus that was near it. The mountain Eryx is situated 
on that part of the Sicilian coast which looks towards* 
Italy, between Drepanum and Panorama ; but lies nearest 
to the former of these cities, and is most difficult of access 
on that side. It is the largest of all the mountains of 
Sicily, iEtna alone excepted. On the top of it, which is 
a, level plain, stands a temple dedicated to Erycinian 
Venus; which, in splendour, wealth, and beauty, is ac- 
knowledged to be far superior to all the other temples of 
the island. Below the summit lies the -town; the ascent 
to which i* long and difficult. The consul having placed 
some troops upon the top, and on the road that led to 
Drepanum, designed to act chiefly on the defensive, and: 
was persuaded that, by guarding carefully these two posts, 
be should be able to keep possession both of the town and ' 
all the mountain. 
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AFTER these transactions the Carthaginians appointed 
Amilcar, surnamed Barcas, to be their general in pbief; 
and gave to him also the command of all the fleet. This 
was now the eighteenth year of the war. Amilcar, having 
drawn together the naval forces, sailed away to plunder 
the coast of Italy. When he had wasted all the lands of 
the Brutii and the Locriahs, he then steered his coarse 
with the whole fleet to Sicily; and encamped in a certain 
place tipon the coast, between Eryx and Panormus, whose 
situation was, in all respects, so advantageous, that an 
army no where could be lodged with more convenience or 
security. It was a rough and craggy mountain, rising 
from the plain to a considerable height, whose top was 
more than a hundred stadia in circumference. The lands 
berieath the summit were rich in husbandry and pasture; 
refreshed by wholesome breezes from the sea; and not 
infested by any noxious beast. On every side stood pre- . 
cipices not easy to be surmounted, and the space between 
them was so straight and narrow, that no great force was 
reqfuired to guard it. There was, besides, an eminence 
up6ii the very top of the mountain, from whence, as from 
a watch-tower, every thing might be discerned that was 
transacted in the plain below. The harbour that was near 
it was deep and spacious, and lay commodious for all 
vessels that were sailing towards Italy from Drepanum or 
Lflyfas&um. There were three ways only of approaching 
this' mountain ; two on the side of the land, and the other 
towards the sea.* In this post it was, that Amilcar had the' 
boldness to encafnp: throwingliimself into the very middle 
of Iris enemies;' having no confederated city near him ; nor 
any hopes of suefeour beyond his own army. Yet even in 
this4ttuation^ he contrived to engage the Romans in many 
desperate contests, and distressed them by continual alarms.' 
Sometimes be sailed out with his fleet, and wasted all the 
coast gf Italy as far a'& Cum*. And afterwards, while the' 
Romans lay encamped within five stadia of his army, in' 
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the district of Panormw, lie waged against them, during 
the course of three whole years, an almost infinite variety 
of battles, which cannot particularly be described. For, 
as in the public games, when two champions of dis- 
tinguished bravery and strength contend together for the 
prize, the strokes on either side fall so close and frequent, 
that neither the spectators, nor the combatants themselves, 
are able precisely to remark the direction, scope, and force 
of every single blow, though it be no hard thing to form a 
judgment upon the whole of the emulation, spirit, strength, 
and skill of those who are thus engaged: so in the present 
instance, it would neither be an easy nor a useful task* to 
recount the manner, or the aim, of all the various snares, 
contrivances, attacks, surprises, which both sides practised 
every day ; and from which, if known, the reader never 
could obtain so just an apprehension of the characters and 
conduct of the two commanders, as from surveying the 
whole together, and attending to the final issue of the 
contest. In general, every stratagem which history has 
recorded, every invention which circumstances could sug- 
gest, or necessity require, every attempt to which the 
most impetuous and daring spirits could excite tbem, were 
all severally embraced and carried into practice- But ne 
action passed that was decisive. For as the forces on both 
sides were equal, as their camps were strongly fortified, 
and at the same time separated from each other by a vary 
moderate distance, hence it happened that they were every 
day engaged in partial combats, without performing any 
thing that was complete or general. Great numbers fell 
in these engagements: but when either side were too 
closely pressed, they presently retired to their intreoch- 
ments ; and from thence sallied out again upon the enemy. 
But fortune, like an experienced judge of combats, 
removed these champions not long afterwards into a nar- 
rower ground, and engaged tbem in a closer and more 
desperate fight. v For while the Romans guarded Eryx in 
the manner before mentioned, by posting some troops 
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upon the summit, and others at the foot of the mountain, 
Amilcar found means to gain possession of the city that 
lay between* The Romans on the top, being thus be* 
sieged* maintained their post, and encountered, with a 
most amazing fortitude, the dangers to which they were 
now exposed. On the other hand, the courage and the 
firm resistance of the Carthaginians were such as scarcely 
will obtain belief. For it is not easy to conceive* by what 
means they were able to snstain the efforts of the enemy, 
exposed as they were to their attacks both from above and 
from beneath, and having no way by which they could 
receive supplies, except one single passage which lay open 
to them from the sea. Yet, notwithstanding these great 
difficulties, all the methods, both of art and violence, which 
especially belongs to sieges, were practised in their turn 
by either party. And when they had exhausted the whole 
variety of attacks and combats, and been pressed by every 
kind of distress and misery, they did not at last decline the 
contest through weariness or weakness, as Fabius has 
affirmed; bat both sides still remained unyielding and 
tinconquered) till the war was brought by other means to 
£ conclusion, two years after. Such was the condition of 
the armies, in the neighbourhood of Eryx. 

If we stop now to make reflection upon the conduct and 
the various efforts of these two republics, we may properly 
enough compare them with those generous and valiant 
birds, which, when they have fought so long together that 
they are quite disabled from making any farther use of 
their wings in the engagement, yet retaining still their 
courage, and exchanging mutual wounds* at last unite by 
a kind of instinct in a closer combat, and maintain the 
fight together with their beaks, till the one- or other of 
them falls beneath his adversary's stroke* In the same 
manner, the Carthaginians and the Romans, exhausted by 
continual expence, and weakened by the miseries and the 
losses which the war had brought upon them, were now 
reduced on both sides to the last extremity. But the 
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Romans still maintained tbeir firmness: and though they 

had for five years past abandoned all attempts upon* the 
sea; partly by reason of the heavy losses which they 'had 
there sustained; and partly also because they were per- 
suaded, that their armies upon land would, alone be able 
to give a favourable issue to the war; yet, when they found- 
that all their expectations were likely to be frustrated; by 
the vigorous and intrepid conduct of Amilcar, they re- 
solved for the third time to make trial of a naval arma- 
ment ; conceiving it to be now the only kind of force: which, 
if conducted with dexterity and prudence, would end the 
war upon .such conditions as their interest and their hopes 
required. Nor were they, indeed, deceived in the event. 
They had twice before* as we have said, .been forced to 
abandon all attempts upon the sea: once, by the shipwreck 
of their fleets; and afterwards, by the loss which they 
sustained in the. fight of Drepanum. . But having now 
once more resumed the same design, and gained the victory 
in one naval battle, they deprived the Carthaginian troops 
that were in Eryx of the means of receiving any farther 
supplies or succours from the sea, and thus gave a full 
determination to the war. This. resolution was wholly the 
effect of that strong, and ardent zeal with which the Ro- 
mans -then were animated. For the treasury afforded no 
supplies that were sufficient for the undertaking. , But 
the generous sentiments and spirit of the chief among the 
citizens, and their earnest love .of the republic, enabled 
them to carry it into execution. . For each particular man, 
or two or three together, in. proportion to their wealth, 
engaged to provide a quinquereme completely fitted and 
equipped; on condition only of being reimbursed, in case 
that the design should be attended with success. By this 
method they brought together a fleet of two hundred quin- 
queremes, which were all built upon : the model of that 
vessel that was taken from the Rhodian. With this new 
armament, the consul. C Lutatius, in the beginning of the 
summer, sailed out to sea ; and appearing suddenly upon 
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tbexoast of Sicily, gained possession of tbe ports and bay 
of. Drepanum and Lilybmnm withoojt resistance. For the 
enemy had sailed back to Carthage with -their fleet some 
time before. Tbe consul advanced his works against the 
town of Drepanum, and began to press the siege with 
vigour. But being at tbe same time sensible that the Car- 
thaginian fleet would • soon return, and keeping always in 
his miiid the chief design and purpose of the expedition* 
which Was to end the war at once by a naval victory, he 
suffered na moment to be lost, but employed the sailors in 
such constant tasks and exercises as might best conduce to 
that design ; and by training them in all the parts of naval 
discipline, he rendered them in a short time hardy and 
expert, and completely prepared for action. 

The Carthaginians heard with great astonishment, that 
the Romans again appeared at sea. They immediately 
got ready their fleet; and being desirous to supply in the 
amplest manner the wants of the troops that were at Eryx, 
they filled their vessels with provisions and other stores* 
and sent them away under the command of Han no; who* 
sailed and cast anchor at the island Hiera. His intention 
was, to. arrive at Eryx undiscovered by the Romans; and 
when he had eased his ships of their heavy lading, and 
taken on board a sufficient number of tbe choicest troops, 
together with Amilcar, to sail back and engage the enemy. 
But the Roman consul, informed of the motions of this 
fleet, and penetrating also into the views of Hanno, selected 
alL the bravest of the legions, and sailed to <32gusa, an 
island that lay opposite to Lilybmum. He there harangued 
his forces, as the time required ; and acquainted the pilots 
that he should next day offer battle . to the Carthaginians; 
But when the morning came, observing that the wind blew 
strong and favourable to the enemy, but contrary to tbe 
course which himself was obliged to steer, and that the sea 
was rough, and turbulent, he was for some time in doubt 
what resolution he should take. But. when he bad re* 
fleeted within himself, that if he should now engage, not* 
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withstanding all the roughness of the season, the contest 
would only be with Hanno and the naval forces, and with 
ships that were heavy and encumbered; but that, if by 
waiting till the sea was calm he should suffer the enemy 
to pass and join the camp, he must then be forced to en- 
counter with troops selected from the array, with ships 
which would be light and easy in their motions, and above 
41 the rest, with the bold and daring spirit of Amilcar, 
who was now become very terrible to the Romans; he at 
last resolved to seize the occasion, and to venture on a 
battle. As the enemy were sailing full before the wind, he * 
made haste to get out to sea. The rowers, strong and 
dexterous, broke with ease the force of the wind and waves ; 
and the vessels soon were ranged in a single line, with their 
prows turned towards the enemy. The Carthaginiatis, 
being thus intercepted in their course, take down their 
sails, and, after mutual exhortations, begin the combat. 
As the condition of the several fleets was now in all points 
different from what it had been in the former battle, it was 
reasonable to expect that the event would be also different. 
The Rqman fleet was built in a more skilful manner than 
before. Their vessels were not encumbered with any heavy 
furniture, except such only as was necessary for the fight. 
Their rowers had been exercised with so much diligence 
and care, that they were able to perform the greatest ser- 
vice, And in the last place, their soldiers, being all se- 
lected from the choicest of the legions, were men who knew 
not how to retreat or yield* But on the other side of the 
Carthaginians, all things bora a different face. Their 
ships were burthened with a heavy lading, which rendered 
them unfit for action. Their sailors were unpractised in 
their art, and such as had been hastily thrown together for 
the present voyage; and their troops were new raised 
levies, not yet acquainted with the terrors or the toils of 
war. For so strongly were they assured, that the Romans 
never would appear again upon the sea, that they had for 
some time past neglected all their naval forces. From 
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these causes then it happened, that they were in every part 
defeated, even in the first encounter. Fifty of their ships 
were sunk, and seventy taken by the Romans,* with all the 
men. Sut the wind, fcs if engaged to favour them, turning 
suddenly about in the very moment of their danger, filled 
all their sails, and carried the rest of the fleet safe back to 
Hiefa. The consul steered his eourse to Lilybenm ; where 
his first care was to dispose of the captive ships and men : 
a task which gave him no small trouble; for the numbefri 
of the latter amounted to near ten thousand. 

This defeat, however great and unexpected, abated 
nothing of the former zeal and ardour of the Carthagi- 
nians: but they saw themselves at once deprived of all the 
means by which they could hope to carry on the war. As 
the enemy were masters of the sea, it was now no longer 
in their power to send supplies to the troops in Sicily: so 
that being forced, if we may so express it, to betray and 
abandon these, they had in truth neither general nor army 
left on which they could at all depend. They sent there- 
fore to Amilcar, and left to his discretion the care and 
management of the whole. The conduct of Amilcar in 
these circumstances was such as well became an expert and 
wise commander. While any prospect of success remained, 
or any reasonable ground of hope, he boldly attempted 
every thing, how full soever of hazard and of danger, that 
could distress the enemy; and rested all his hopes of vic- 
tory upon the strength and vigour of his arms, even more 
than any general that had lived before him. But when 
the face of affairs was changed, and all probable resources 
cut off and lost, he resolved no longer to expose his troops 
to danger; but wisely yielding to the necessity of the times, 
sent ambassadors to the Romans to treat of peace. For 
the part of a consummate general is not only to know 
when to conquer but when also to renounce all hopes of 
victory. 

The consul, knowing that the Romans were on their 
part also weary of a war, which so greatly had exhausted 
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the strength of the republic, embraced the offer with little 
ififficiitty; intf A tareaty was sobn : afterwards qfiratih^d. in 
the' following teritos. V" - 

;<« There shall be peace between the Carthagipffe^s a|id 
the Romans, with the approbation of the Roman people, 
upon these conditions',. The Carth&jginians shall telin^yiish 
eveiy part, of Sicily. The^ shall not make war upon 
Hiero; nor" give any disturbance to the Syracusanv pr 
their allies. They shall restore, without random, all the 
Roman prisoner: and pay a tribute of two thousand two 
hundred Euboic taleits of silver, within the course of 
twenty years." 

When the conditions were sent to Rome, the people at 
first refused to confirm the treaty ; and deputed ten com- 
missioners to* examine into the state of affairs in person. 
When these arrived in Sicily, they made no considerable 
alteration in the whole of what had been agreed : but only 
added to the tribute a thousand talents more; shortened 
•the time allotted for the payment of it; and demanded 
also, that the Carthaginians should retire from nil the 
islands that lay between Sicily and Italy. 
• , Such was the end of the war of Sicily between the Car- 
thaginians and the Romans ; when it had continued during 
the course of twenty-four years, without any intermission. 
A war, the longest in its duration, the least interrupted in 
its progress, and upon the whole the most considerable, of 
any that we find in history. For, not to mention again 
the various combats, which have already been recounted, 
in one naval battle only, which happened in this war,, five 
hundred quinqueremes were engaged together in action; 
and in a second, scarce fewer than %even hundred. The 
Romans, in the course of the war, lost seven hundred 
quinqueremes ; if we reckon those that were destroyed by 
tempests: the Carthaginians, about five, hundred. And 
now let those, who have been accustomed to contemplate 
with surprise the naval preparations and engagements of 
Antigonus, Demetrius, and Ptolemy, let them I say con* 
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aider, whether the present wwr> be not a subject far more 
worthy of their admiration and -regard. 1 For if we care- 
fujly.reflect tfpon the difference between these quinque- 
rewes aod the trireme vessels that were made use of by the 
Persians 4n their expeditions Against the Greeks, and after* 
wards by the Lacedawnonians and Athenians in all their 
naral, combats, k will very clearly appear, that ho state or 
people ever brought so great a force upon, the sea* as those 
that were engaged in the war. before us. From this view 
of things, we may also be convinced, that it was by no 
means an .effect of chance or rashness, as the Greeks fool- 
ishly imagine, that the Romans had afterwards the bold- 
ness to attempt, as well as the power to reach, the conquest 
of die whole known world: but, on the contrary, that 
having first been trained in a course of great and important 
actions, and disciplined for such an undertaking, they 
built their project upon very solid grounds, and such as 
gave the fairest prospect of success! 

It will perhaps be asked, from whence it happens that 
the Romans, in all the present greatness of their 'power, 
and extent of territory, to which they have advanced their 
empire by the conquest of the world, are yet unable to 
equip so many ships, or send such powerful fleets upon the 
sea, as in former times. I shall endeavour to give a clear 
solution of this difficulty, when I come to treat of the con- 
stitution of the Roman government: a subject which X 
design to examine in! its full extent; and which will well 
deserve the closest attention of the reader. For, besides 
that the matter in itself is curious, it has also hitherto been 
but little' 'known* through the fault of those that have 
attempted to write concerning it. \ For while some of them 
were themselves entirely unacquainted with every part of 
this enquiry,' others havepursued.it in a manner so per- 
plexed and intricate, that no kind of satisfaction or ad- 
vantage can be expected from their labours.. 
."■ In the present war we may remark, that the same ardent 
zeal, the same designs, the same generous perseverance, 
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and the same passion for dominion, animated alike both 
republics* The Roman soldiers, indeed, in all points of 
bravery and spirit, exceeded those of Carthage. But, on 
the other band, the Carthaginian general, both in conduct 
and id courage, was far superior to any of those com*- 
menders that were sent against him. This general was 
Amilcar, surnamed Barcas, the father of Annibal, who 
afterwards waged war with Rome* 

Soon after the conclusion of the* peace, both nations 
were involved in the same misfortune, and forced to employ 
their arms to quiet some domestic troubles. These were 
raised against the Romans by the Falisci; who were re- 
duced however in the course of a few days only, and their 
chief city taken. But the Carthaginians were engaged in 
a war of much greater moment, against their mercenaries, 
and against the Africans and Numidians, who joined in the 
revolt A war, which in the progress of it filled them with 
the greatest terrors and alarms, and threatened even the 
entire subversion of their state. 

It will not be improper or unuseful to rest awhile upon 
the subject of this war, and to recount in few words the 
chief transactions of it. The task, for many reasons, well 
deserves our pains* For first, we may from hence be fully 
informed of the nature, circumstances, and whole conduct, 
of that kind of war which is usually called, Inexpiable. 
We shall likewise learn from the misfortunes which now 
happened to the Carthaginians, what foresight and pre* 
caution should be used, and what dangers apprehended, 
by those who employ mercenary troops: and also, how 
great the difference is, between a mixed assembly, made 
up of barbarous and foreign nations, and an army com- 
posed of those who had been educated in the discipline, 
and trained under the laws and customs of their country. 
In the last place, the transactions of these times may serve 
to lead us to the true causes of that war which Annibal 
made afterwards upon the Romans : and enable us to fix 
with some assurance what has been hitherto a matter of 
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much dispute and doubt; not only among historian*, bat 
even among the parties also that were themselves engaged 
in the war* 






CHAP. VL 

•As soon as the treaty was concluded, Aasilcar led the 
army from Eryx to Lilybasum; and there laying down his 
command, left it to the care of Gesco, the governor of the 
city, to send the forces back to Carthage. Gesco, having 
some kind of foresight and apprehension of what might 
happen, conducted the affair with great prudence and pre* 
caution. He embarked the soldiers in small divisions, and 
sent them away at different times, that the Carthaginians 
might be able to pay them their arrears as they arrived, 
and so dismiss them to their several countries, before the 
others joined them. This was Gesco's design. Bat the 
Carthaginians, finding that their treasury was much ex* 
baosted by the late expences of the war, and persuading 
themselves that if the mercenaries were to be drawn together 
and entertained for some time at Carthage, they might be 
prevailed on to abate some part of the stipend that had 
been promised them, admitted them all within the walls as 
they arrived, and gave them quarters in the city. But 
when many tumults and disorders began to grow among 
them, and to break out both by night and day, being now 
in apprehension of some dismal consequences from the 
licentiousness and insolence of such a multitude, they were 
forced to entreat their officers to conduct them to a certain 
town called Sicca, giving to each a piece of gold for de- 
fraying their present wants, and to keep th4m there, till 
every thing was ready for the payment of their stipends, 
and the rest of the forces also arrived from Sicily. The 
soldiers readily agreed to this proposal of removing, but 
designed to leave their families and baggage behind at Car* 
thage, as they had hitherto done, especially as they ex- 
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pected to return shortly back again to .receive their pay. 
But the Carthaginians, fearing that some among them, 
detained by the caresses of their wives and children, whom 
a long absence had now endeared to them, might altogether 
refuse to quit the city, and that others invited by the same 
tender motives, would make frequent occasions to return, 
and renew the late disorders, obliged them, in spite of all 
their wishes and inclinations to the contrary, to carry with 
them their families and all their goods. The troops being 
arrived at Sicca, began to live according to their own 
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discretion, without any control or rule. They were now 
fallen at once into a state of ease and inactivity, from a 
course of long fatigue and hardship: a state which ought by 
no means ever to be permitted among mercenary soldiers j 
and which is often of itself the principal and only cause of 
seditions. 

. During this time of leisure, some among them began to 
compute together the arrears that were pretended to be 
due; accumulating various articles without any shew of 
reason, and enlarging the sum beyond its. just amount. 
Others called to mind the rewards which the generals had 
promised to their services in times of extraordinary difficulty 
and 'danger. Upon the whole, their expectations were 
raised to such a height, that when the rest of the forces 
had joined them, and Hanno, who presided over the affairs, 
of Afric, being arrived at Sicca, instead of giving satisfaction 
to their hopes, began to enlarge upon the bad condition of 
the republic, burthened as he said by heavy taxes, and an 
uncommon scarcity of all things, and requested them to, 
abate some part even of that which was acknowledged to. 
be due, immediately the whole army fell into discontent 
and . mutiny. Meetings and cabals were formed, and as- 
semblies held continually; sometimes of the troops, apart, 
according to their several tribes and countries; and. some- 
times of all together in a body: while, from the various 
.and discordant mixture of different languages and nations, 
every place was. filled with confusion, noise, and tumult,, 
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If the Carthaginians, in filling their armies, as their 
constant custom was, with mercenaries drawn together, 
from different countries, designed nothing more than to 
prevent conspiracies, and render the authority of their 
generals more absolute and effectual, they may seem per- 
haps in this respect to have judged not unreasonably; for 
troops of this sort cannot easily unite together in factious, 
counsels. But, on the' other hand, this practice must be 
allowed to be highly impolitic and rash, if wg consider how. 
difficult and desperate a task it is, to instruct, convince, or 
soften the minds of an army so composed, when once their 
passions are inflamed, when hatred and resentment have 
taken root among them, and a sedition is actually begun. 
Under these circumstances, they are no longer men, but 
wild beasts of prey. Their fury will not be confined within 
the ordinary bounds of human wickedness or violence; but 
breaks out into effects the most terrible and monstrous that 
are to be found in nature. This was now experienced 
by the : Carthaginians. Their army was composed of 
Spaniards, Gauls, Ligurians; of some from the Balearic 
islands; of spurious Greeks, the greater part of whom 
were fugitives and slaves; but chiefly of Africans. To 
assemble all these together, and harangue them with any 
good effect, was a thing impracticable ; unless the general 
had been acquainted with all their different languages. 
And to address them separately by interpreters, repeating 
still the same thing four or five times over, seemed a task 
as difficult as the other, and not more likely to succeed. 
It remained therefore, to engage theif officers to employ 
such entreaties and arguments among them as the occasion 
required. And this was the method that was now pursued 
by Hanno. But it happened, that some of these under- 
stood not what was said : while others, seeming to consent 
to, and approve of the instructions that Were given them, 
repeated all things differently to the soldiers ; some through 
ignorance, and some from malice: so that suspicion, doubt, 
distrust, and discord reigned through all. They sus- 
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pected likewise, that it was not by Accident, but with 
deliberate design, that the Carthaginians had deputed to 
them a man who was not present at any of their services in 
Sicily ; instead of sending any of those generals, who had 
been eye-witnesses of their exploits, and had promised 
them the rewards which they now demanded* At last, 
being fully inflamed against the Carthaginians, despising 
the authority of Hanno, and distrusting severally their own 
officers, they began their* march towards the city with all 
their forces, amounting to more than twenty thousand 
men; and encamped at Tunis, which was distant from 
Carthage about a hundred and twenty stadia. 

The Carthaginians were sensible of their imprudence 
when it was now too late. They had been guilty of one 
great error, in drawing together to one place so large a 
body of foreign soldiers ; while the forces that they were 
able to raise at home, were such as could not greatly be 
depended on, in case of any difficult emergency. But it 
was still more rash and inconsiderate, to oblige them to 
take along with them their wives and children, and all 
their goods; for these might have served as hostages, by 
the help of which the Carthaginians might have made the 
troops at all times tractable and compliant, and pursued in 
full security such measures as their interest required* 

In consequence of these mistakes, they now were thrown 
into so great a consternation, upon the near approach of 
these enraged mercenaries, that they submitted to try 
every expedient that was likely to soften their resentment. 
They ordered all kincjs of provisions to be conveyed to 
their camp in great abundance, and there tp be sold at 
such prices as the soldiers were pleased to fix. They sent 
continual deputations to them from the senate, promising 
to consent to all their demands as far as their power would 
reach. But as this denoted the extreme apprehension and 
dismay with which the Carthaginians were seized, so it 
served only to increase the insolence of the mercenaries. 
Their demands rose higher every day. And so much 
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were they elated by their pest exploits in Sicily against the 
Romans, that they began to be persuaded that neither the 
Carthaginians nor any other people of the world were 
able to stand against them in the field. No sooner there- 
fore were the stipends settled upon their own conditions, 
than they made a new demand of some allowance for the 
horses which they bad lost in battle. This being likewise 
consented to, they next insisted, that their appointment for 
provisions, which was now run into a long arrear, should 
be adjusted according to the highest price that corn had 
borne during any part of the war. In a word, some new 
pretences were every day suggested by the seditious that 
were among them ; till their demands upon the whole were 
such as it was not possible for the republic to discharge. 
The Carthaginians however engaged to satisfy them to 
the utmost of their abilities ; and at last prevailed to have 
the dispute referred to one of the -generals under whom 
they had served in Sicily. 

Amilcar Barcas, who was one of these, was by no means 
agreeable to the troops: for as he never had been joined 
in any of the deputations* to them, and had also shewn 
such willingness and haste to lay down his command, they 
considered him as in part the cause that so little respect 
had been paid to their demands. But Gesco was a man 
whom they all regarded with esteem and favour. He also 
had borne command in Sicily; and had, upon all occa- 
sions, seemed attentive to their interests; but most par- 
ticularly so, when he was entrusted with the care of 
embarking them for Carthage. To his decision, therefore, 
they readily consented to refer the whole. 

Gesco, being furnished with such sums of money as were 
necessary, sailed away to Tunis. As soon as he arrived, 
he called together first the officers, and afterwards the 
soldiers by their several nations. And having reproved 
them for the past, enlarged upon the state end circum- 
stances of the present times, and above all things recom- 
mended to them a better conduct for the time to come; 
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conjuring thpm to look more favourably upon the Car- 
thaginians, under whose pay they had so Jong borne. aroas; 
he next applied himself tp distribute among the .trtfopg, 
according to their several countries, the stipends that were 
due. ' 

There was among them a certain Campanian, a fugitive 
slave, named Spendius, who 5vas noted both for an uncopi* 
tnon strength of body, and for, a spirit in war that was 
fearless and enterprising even to rashness. This man, 
being apprehensive of falling again into the hands of his 
master, and of being put to death in torture, according to 
the Roman laws, employed his utmost efforts, both by 
words and actions, to prevent all treaty with .the Cartha- 
ginians. There was also an African, whose name was 
Matho, who was indeed of free condition, and had served 
regularly in the army : but having been the chief incendiary 
in the late commotions, and fearing lest the punishment 
even of those disorders which others had committed should 
fall most heavily upon himself, he entered eagerly into all 
the views of Spendius, and resolved to pursue the same 
design. Having therefore assembled the Africans apart, 
he endeavoured to convince them, that as soon as the rest 
of the troops were satisfied, and dismissed to their re* 
spective countries, they alone would be exposed to all the 
vengeance of the Carthaginians, who would not fail to 
punish their revolt in a manner that should strike a 
terror into all the states of Afric. These suggestions 
increased the rage with which they were before inflamed. 
And because Qesco only discharged the stipends that were 
due, but reserved, the allowance for their corn and horses 
to a distant time, on this slight pretence the soldiers ran 
together tumultously in a body. Spendius and Matho 
harangued the assembly, in terms full of the bitterest 
accusations against the Carthaginians. These were greedily 
received, and attended to with pleasure: hut if any. other 
persons advanced to speak, the multitude, without waiting 
till they were informed whether their sentiments were 



chap. vi. OF POLYBIUS. 81 

contrary to, or the same with those of Spendius, instantly 
fell Upon them, and destroyed them with stones. A great 
number, as well of officers as private men, lost their lives 
in this manner. The single word which they all in com- 
mon understood was kill; for this was now become their 
constant practice: especially -in their afternoon assemblies, 
when they were inflamed with wine. At those times, as 
goon as any one began to call out hilly the attack was made 
so suddenly, and with so much fury from every quarter, 
that it was not possible for any to escape, who had fallen 
within their reach. This fury having in a short time 
silenced all debate, Spendius and Matho were declared 
generals. 

Amidst all the madness and disorder, which had now 
taken possession of the camp, Gesco, preferring the safety 
of his country to every other consideration, and fearing lest 
the savage fury, with which these mercenaries were in- 
flamed, should bring entire destruction and ruin upon 
Carthage, never ceased to expose himself to danger, but 
tried every remedy which care or vigilance could suggest : 
sometimes addressing himself to the officers apart ; and 
sometimes calling together the soldiers of each several 
nation, and exhorting them to return again to their duty. 
But it happened, that when the Africans, in one of these 
assemblies, were bold and importunate in their clamours 
for the allowance for provisions, which they had not yet 
received, Gesco, in order to check their insolence, bade 
them go and demand it of their general Matho. This 
answer inflamed their minds to such a height of fury, that, 
not admitting the least delay, they ran to lay hands upon 
the money that had been brought from Carthage, and 
afterwards seized Gesco and bis company.. Spendius and 
Matho employed all their arts to feed and. keep up the 
rstge of the soldiers; being persuaded, that if they tfbuld 
once be drawn to commit some violent and desperate 
action, a war must necessarily follow. The attempt suc- 
ceeded; they seized the money into their hands; plun- 
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dered the Carthaginians of their goods and equipage; and> 
having ignominiously loaded Gesco and his companions' 
with chains, threw them into prison; and fro nv this time 
declared open waf* against the Carthaginians, in defiance 
of all the laws of justice and religion, and of the established 
rights of maakind. 

Such were the causes, and; such' the beginning of the war 
against the foreign mercenaries, which is usually called the. 
African war. . < 

When Matbo had thus far accomplished his design, he? 
sent ambassadors to all the cities of African viting : them to. 
join in this attempt, and lend their assistance towards the. 
recovery of 'their common liberty: The greater part of 
these readily embraced the occasion, and raised large 
supplies both of troops and stores. The army then divided* 
itself into two separate bodies, and marched to lay siege to, 
Utica and Hippo, two cities that had refused to join in the 
revolt. .. 

The . Carthaginians were deeply affected by this state of 
their affairs, which seemed to be almost desperate. What 
their own territory produced was} indeed, at all times 
sufficient for the common occasions of the people; but all 
the public, necessities had constantly been supplied by 
stores and. contributions drawn from the African' cities; 
and their battles were always fought' by foreign troops. 
But now these resources not only failed, but were turned 
against them to their destruction. The misery, too, was* 
more seyerely felt, because it had happened so contrary to 
all their hopes. Wearied and exhausted by the length 
and close continuance of the war in Sicily they flattered? 
themselves that, . after the conclusion' of the peace, they 
should.be able to. enjoy some little repose and ease. But 
the event proved different; a wiar was ready to receive 
them^far greater and more terrible than the other* In 
the first, the only contest was for Sicily against the 
Romans : the latter was a civil and domestic war, in which 
their country, lives, and liberties, were all in danger.- 
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Besides this, they had no store of arms, nor any naval 
force; for their fleets bad been all destroyed in the late 
engagements. They had no method of procuring supplies ; 
no revenues to support an army; nor so much a9 one 
single ally or friend, from whom they could expect assist- 
ance* Now were they sensible, bow much more civil dis- 
sensions are to be dreaded, than a war maintained in a 
foreign country against a foreign enemy. But these dis- 
tresses were in a great measure owing to themselves. For 
during the late war they had treated all the Africans with 
extreme severity ; being persuaded that the necessities of 
the tidies would justify their conduct. Upon this pretence, 
they exacted through the country one half of all the annual 
produce; arid imposed a tribute on the cities, double to 
what was paid before the. war. No favour or remission 
was ever shewn to any, how poor or indigent soever. 
Among the governors of provinces, such as were of a mild 
and gentle disposition, were held in no esteem at Carthage; 
but those were most caressed .and honoured who collected 
the amplest stores, and practised the greatest cruelly upon 
the country/ Hanno was one of these. A people so op- 
pressed wanted no persuasions to excite them to revolt; a 
single message was sufficient. The very women, who had 
often quietly beheld their husbands and their children 
dragged to prison, when they were unable to discharge the 
tribute, now met together in every city; and haying 
solemnly engaged themselves not to conceal any part of 
their goods, they brought together all their ornaments, and 
threw them into the common treasure; by which means 
Spendins and Matho were furnished with supplies in such 
abundance, that they not only: paid the soldiers their ar- 
rears, as it had been promised them in the beginning of 
die revolt, but were able also from that tipie to defray all 
the necessary expences of the war. So true it is, that in 
affairs of government it is the part of prudence not to 
confine' our "views to the exigencies only of the present 
time, but rather to look forwards to the future. 

08 
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The Carthaginians, though beset by so many evils, 
made haste to draw together new troops of mercenaries, 
and appointed Hanno to be their general; who, some 
time before, had been successful in reducing Hecatompylus, 
•together with the adjacent parts of Afric, to the Carthagi- 
nian yoke. They armed, likewise, all 'the citizens that 
were of sufficient age ; trained and disciplined the cavalry 
of the city, and refitted what was left them of their fleet ; 
some triremes, a few vessels of fifty oars, and the largest of 
their boats. 

Spendius and Matho, being joined by all the Africans, 
to the amount of seventy thousand, had divided their 
forces, and were now laying siege to Utica and Hippo. 
They held also a strong camp at Tunis ; so that the Car- 
thaginians were cut off from all communication with 
exterior: Afric; for Carthage is situated within a gulf 
upon a long tract of land, which bears the form of a 
peninsula, being almost every way surrounded, partly by 
the sea and partly by. a lake. The isthmus, which connects 
it with the rest of Afric, is about twenty-five stadia in its 
breadth." At a moderate distance from the isthmus, and on 
that side which is bounded by the sea, stands Utica; on 
the other side, upon the lake, is Tunis. The mercenaries 
having gained possession of these two posts, and thus 
blocked up the Carthaginians within their walls, made 
frequent incursions both by night and day even to the 
very gates, and filled the city with continual terror and 
alarms. 

Hanno completed all the necessary preparations with 
diligence and dexterity. This, indeed, was his peculiar 
talent; but his abilities in the field were wholly contempti- 
ble and mean. He wanted penetration to discern the 
proper opportunities of action; and his whole conduct 
shewed him to be destitute both of skill and spirit. For 
though, upon his first march to Utica to relieve the siege, 
he obtained great advantages against the enemy, who were 
seized with terror at the number of his elephants, which 
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were not fewer than a hundred ; yet so far was he from 
improving this success, as he might have done, so as to 
gain a complete and decisive victory, that, on the contrary, 
he endangered even the safely of those whom he came to 
succour. He had ordered catapults, and all the train of 
military engines, to be brought to him out of the city ; and 
sitting down at no great distance from the besiegers, be 
resolved to attack their camp. The elephants advanced 
with so much violence that they soon broke through the 
intrenchments ; and the mercenaries, unable to sustain the 
shock, fled from the camp with the utmost precipitation. 
A great part of them were killed by the beasts; the rest 
escaped to an adjoining hill, that wds rough and craggy, 
and covered with woods, and relied upon the strength of 
the place for their security. Hanno, who bad been always 
used to. fight against the Africans and Numidians, whose 
custom it is, whenever they are routed, to continue their 
flight for two or three days together, till they are quite 
removed from the place of action ; Hanno, I say, imagining 
that the war. was ended, and all danger past, abandoned at 
once all care both of the soldiers and the camp: and 
retiring into the city, began to spend his time in luxury 
and ease. But these troops, who saved themselves upon 
the hill, had been trained under the discipline of the bold 
Amilcar; and, during their campaigns in Sicily, had been 
accustomed to retreat before the enemy, even many times 
in the same day, and to return again as often to the charge. 
When they therefore saw that the general was gone into 
the city, and that the. soldiers, through confidence from 
their late victory, neglected to guard the camp, and were 
dispersed up and down without any care or caution, they, 
suddenly returned, and marching in close order, forced 
their way through the intrenchments, killing a great number 
of the Carthaginians, and constraining the rest to save 
themselves by a hasty and ignominious flight. They be- 
came masters also of the baggage, and of all the military 
machines which Hanno had ordered to be brought out. of 
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the city, and which were now by that means lost. But this 
was not the only instance in which this general shewed his 
want of sense; for in a few days after, when the two armies 
lay encamped very near each other in the neighbourhood 
of Gorza, though he had twice an opportunity of forcing 
the enemy to an engagement, and twice also of attacking 
them by surprise, yet so absurd and foolish was his conduct, 
that he suffered all these occasions to escape him. 

At last the Carthaginians, seeing that their affairs were so 
ill conducted, made choice of Amilcar Barcas for their 
general, and entrusted to him the care of the war.. The 
army consisted of seventy elephants ; of sudi bodies of 
mercenaries as they had been able to draw together; of 
some deserters from the enemy; and of the cavalry and 
infantry of the city, which amounted to about ten thousand 
men. Amilcar, by the very first action which he performed, 
struck the enemy with inconceivable dismay and terror, and 
forced them to raise the siege of Utica. It was an action 
equal to the greatness of his past exploits ; and such as 
fully answered the expectations which . his country had 
conceived of him. The manner of it was as follows* 

The extremity of the isthmus, which joins Carthage to 
the rest of Afric, is secured by a chain of rough and craggy 
hills, over which there are roads made by art, which give 
access to the other side. Upon these hills Matho had 
taken care to place a guard in every part that was commo- 
dious for the purpose. Every other passage from Carthage 
to the country was obstructed by the Macar; a deep and 
rapid river, that was scarcely fordable in any part, and 
which had only one single bridge across it. The merce- 
naries had built a town upon the bridge, and guarded it 
with the greatest care, so that it was not possible not only 
for an army, but even for a single man, to pass without 
discovery. Amilcar having carefully considered all these 
obstacles, and employed his thoughts on every probable 
method of surmounting them, at last put in practice the 
following expedient. Having observed, that as often as 
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'certain winds began to blow, the mouth of the river was 
always filled with sand, so as to afibr'd a firm and easy 
passage over it, he made all things ready for his design, 
and waited for. the time, without disclpsing to any one his 
intention; The winds blew accordingly; afad Amilcar, 
•beginning his march by night with all possible secrecy, 
-appeared on the other side of the river before break of day, 
to the great astonishment both of the enemy and of those 
that were besieged in Utica. He then continued his march 
along the plain, to attack the forces that were stationed at 
the bridge. N 

» When Spend ius saw what had happened, he made haste 
to meet the enemy, at the head of ten thousand men, from 
the town upon the bridge. About fifteen thousand more 
marched at the same time, from the camp before Utica to 
'support the first; As soon as- they were joined, they 
mutually exhorted each other, and advanced to the fight, 
imagining that it would be easy to surround the Cartha- 
ginian army,* and inclose them as in a snare, Amilcar 
was marching with the elephants in front ; behind these 
-were the light-armed troops. and cavalry; and last of all, 
4iis heavy force*. But when he remarked the impetuosity 
with which- the enemy advanced against him, he suddenly 
inverted his Whole disposition; commanding the troops 
that were in frtaU to wheel off and fell behind, and 
those, that were behind to advance and form, the front. 
Thee mercenaries, imagining that this motion' was the effect 
of fear, and that the Carthaginians already were preparing 
tb retreat, quitted their ranks, and ran on briskly to the 
charge. But no sooner had the cavalry faced about again, 
and come forwards to cover and support the rest of the 
forces that were standing in perfect order, than the Afri- 
e&ns, astonished by a motion which they had not looked 
fof, turned their batks .and fled ; and fell back upon their 
own forces in ■• great disorder. . Many were destroyed in 
that confusion ; but die greater, part were trodden down in 
heaps by the Oarthaginian cavalry and elephants. Upon 
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the whole, about six thousand of them were killed, and two 
thousand taken. The rest escaped, some to the camp 
before Utica, and some to the town upon the bridge. 

Amilcar having thus gained the victory, pursued the 
enemy to the town, which they abandoned on his first 
approach, and retired to Tunis. He afterwards marched 
his army through the country, drawing many cities to sub- 
mission, and reducing many more by force ; and by this 
success he restored the courage and raised the drooping 
spirits of his countrymen. 

But Matho, who was at this time employed in the siege 
of Hippo, advised Spendius, and Autaritus the general of 
the Gauls, to follow closely after the Carthaginians, and 
attend to all their motions ; taking care only to avoid the 
plains, by reason of the cavalry and elephants; and keep- 
ing their route along the sides of the mountains, to wait 
their opportunity, of falling upon the enemy, whenever 
they should be engaged in any difficulties. He sent like- 
wise to the cities of Afric and Numidia, to solicit new sup- 
plies; and conjured them not to let pass the present oc- 
casion, so favourable for recovering their common liberty. 
Spendius, taking with him six thousand men from all the 
different nations that were at Tunis, together with the 
Gauls, who now amounted to two thousand only, the rest 
having deserted to the Romans during the siege of Eryx, 
followed the advice of Matho, and marched along the 
sides of the hills and mountains, waiting still upon the 
motions of the Carthaginian army. It happened, that 
Amilcar lay encamped in a certain plain surrounded, on 
every side by mountains, when the expected succours also 
arrived from Afric and Numidia, and joined the army of 
the rebels. This threw the Carthaginians into the greatest 
consternation. The Africans had fixed their camp before 
them; Spendius with his forces lay on one side, and the 
Numidians were in their rear. The danger was so threaten- 
ing, that there seemed to be no way left to escape it. 

But while things were in this situation, a certain Numi- 
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dian prince, named Naravasus, a man of a noble and ge- 
nerous disposition, and one whose inclinations bad always 
led him to favour the Carthaginians on account of former 
connexions between his family and that people, and who 
was now the more confirmed in those sentiments by what 
he had heard of the great abilities and fame of Amilcar 
Barcas, considered this as a proper time for settling an 
entire and perfect union between himself and the republic. 
He went therefore to the Carthaginian camp, attended by 
about a hundred horsemen; and advancing close to the 
intrenchments, stood boldly there, making signals with his 
hand. Amilcar, surprised at the appearance, sent one to 
enquire his business. He answered, that he desired a con- 
ference with the general. And when Amilcar seemed still 
doubtful and irresolute, as if suspecting some ill design, 
Naravasus, delivering his horse and javelins to some of the 
attendants, entered unarmed into the camp ; with such an 
air of confidence and intrepidity, as struck the Carthagi- 
nians with astonishment and awe. They conducted him 
however to the general, to whom he declared,." that he 
was attached by inclination to all the Carthaginians, but 
more particularly solicitous to obtain Amilcar 's friendship: 
that he was therefore come to enter into treaty with him : 
to assist in all his undertakings; and to share in all bis 
counsels, without deceit or fraud." The candour and sin- 
cerity that appeared in this discourse, together with the 
confidence with which the young man had at first ap- 
proached the camp, gave so much joy and satisfaction to 
Amilcar, that he not only consented to admit him as a 
partner in all his counsels and designs, but promised also 
with an oath to give him his daughter in marriage, if he 
continued firm in his alliance with the Carthaginians. The 
agreement being thus concluded, Naravasus brought over 
to the camp the Numidians that were under his command, 
amounting to two thousand men. 

As soon as Amilcar had received this reinforcement, he 
drew out his army in order of battle. Spendius likewise, 
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being joined by the Africans, descended into the plain, 
and advanced to engage the enemy. The fight was ob- 
stinate : bnt the Carthaginians at last prevailed. The ele- 
phants performed great service in the action: and Nara- 
vasus signalized himself above all the army. About ten 
thousand of the enemy were killed, and four thousand 
'taken. Spendius and Autaritus saved themselves by flight. 
When the action was ended, as many of the prisoners as 
were willing to serve among the Carthaginians, were re- 
ceived into the army : and Amilcar, having ordered the rest 
to be brought before him, informed them, that they should 
now be pardoned for all that was past, and be permitted to 
depart to what place soever their several inclinations led 
them ; but that if ever again they were found in arms 
against the Carthaginians, they must then expect to be 
treated with the last severity. 

About this time, the mercenaries that were garrisoned 
in Sardinia, being encouraged by the example of Spendius 
and Matho, revolted from their duty ; and having shut up 
their general Bostar in the citadel, destroyed him and all 
his countrymen. The Carthaginians sent Hahno to reduce 
them with an army. But these troops also joined the 
party of the rebels : and Hanno having fallen alive into 
their hands, was immediately nailed to a crdss. They 
afterwards put to death all the Carthaginians that were in 
the place, by new and unusual tortures. And having 
seized the principal towns, they maintained themselves by 
force in the possession of the island. But some time after- 
wards, when they had engaged in some disputes against the 
people of the country, the latter drove them from the 
island, and forced them to fly to Italy for refuge. In this 
manner was Sardinia lost to the Carthaginians: an island 
famous for its size, fertility, and number of inhabitants; 
tod so fully celebrated on these accounts by many writers, 
that it is not necessary to repeat in this place what has 
already been observed. and confessed by others. 

Matho, Spendius, and Autaritus, jealous of the effects 
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of Amilcar's gentle treatment of the prisoners, and fearing 
lest the soldiers, seduced by that shew of clemency, should 
run to embrace the pardon that was offered, resolved to 
engage the multitude in some horrid and inhuman actioo, 
which might render their minds quite furious and impla- 
cable towards the Carthaginians. For this purpose, having 
called the troops together, they introduced among them a 
courier, as bringing letters from the rebels in Sardinia* 
The contents of these were, to advise them to look more 
carefully after Gesco and his companions, whom they had 
seized at Tunis ; for that there were borne persons in the 
camp, who were concerting measures with the Carthagi- 
nians to set them free. Spendius immediately laid hold 
en this occasion to harangue the assembly. Me conjured 
them to give' no credit to the affected lenity of Amiloar: 
that his intention was not so much to save the prisoners 
whom he had taken, as to seduce by that shew of mercy 
the whole army into his power, that he might afterwards 
include them all in one common punishment. He ex* 
horted them to guard Gesco with all imaginable cafe : that 
the escape of a man so eminent, and of such abilities in war, 
would not only make them appear contemptible to the 
enemy r but might also prove the entire ruin of their afiairs ; 
since if he once should find himself at liberty, he would 
not fail to turn against them, and become their most for- 
midable eneipy. He had scarcely ended, when a second 
courier entered, as if sent from Tunis, with letters of the 
same advice and import. Upon this, Autaritus rose up to 
apeajc. He observed to them, that they could now have 
no view of safety, but in rejecting €fvery thing that looked 
towards an accommodation with the Carthaginians: that 
in proportion as any were suspended in their thoughts by 
the hopes of pardon, they must by consequence become 
less sincere and steady in the cause in which they were 
engaged. He advised them to place their' only confidence 
in those whose sentiments were most severe and bitter 
against the Carthaginians; and to consider all besides as 
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enemies and traitors. In conclusion, be urged it as his 
opinion, that Gesco, and the rest that were prisoners with 
him, should presently be put to death in torture: and 
that the same treatment should be also shewn to all the 
Carthaginians, who should from that time fall into their 
hands. 

Of all the chiefs, Autaritus was able to make the great- 
est impression in these assemblies, because he had learned 
to speak in the Punic language; which the long con- 
tinuance of the war had rendered so familiar to the soldiers, 
that they used-it for the most part on all occasions of com*, 
mon intercourse and civility. His opinion, therefore, was 
received with general, acclamations, and assented. to with 
eagerness. Yet some of every, nation, moved by the re- 
membrance of the kindnesses which they had received 
from Gesco, came forwards in the assembly, and began to 
beg, that at least the torture might be spared. As they 
all spoke together, and each in the language of his country, 
they were not presently understood. But no sooner was 
it declared, that they were pleading against the punish- 
ment, and one of the assembly had called out kill, kill them 
all, than they were instantly overwhelmed with stones by 
the furious multitude, and their bodies carried off by their 
companions, as if they had .been slaughtered by some 
savage beasts. Spendius and the soldiers then took Gesco,. 
together with the rest of the Carthaginian prisoners, . in 
number about seven hundred ; and having conducted them 
to a little distance without the camp, cut off their hands, 
beginning first with Gesco: the same whom they had pro-, 
claimed not long before to be their benefactor and their 
friend,, and chosen as the judge of all their wrongs and 
differences. They afterwards tore away the scalp from the 
heads of these unhappy men; and having broken and 
miserably mangled all their limbs, cast them still breathing 
into a pit together. 

The news of this horrible transaction affected the Car- 
thaginians with the deepest grief. They ordered their 
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generals Hanno and Amilcar ta take some speedy and 
effectual vengeance upon the murderers of their country-* 
men. They likewise sent some heralds to those impious 
wretches, desiring leave to remove their bodies. But the 
rebels returned for answer, that they should from that time 
send neither herald nor ambassador to their camp, on pain 
of their being punished with the same cruel death. They 
also made a law for the time to come, by which it was re- 
solved, that all the Carthaginians that were taken should 
lose their lives in torture, and their allies have first their 
hands cut off, and be then sent back in that condition to 
the camp. And this was punctually observed and ex- 
ecuted. 

Whoever makes reflection upon these horrid cruelties, 
will easily be convinced, that if the human body is some- 
times invaded by certain corrupt and ulcerous humours 
which resist all remedy; the minds of men are also not less 
liable to some disorders that prove as obstinate and fatal. 
And as in the former case, the very medicines which are 
designed to effect a cure, often serve only to inflame and 
irritate the parts to which they are applied, and even 
quicken the progress of the evil ; yet, on the other hand, 
if the disease be totally neglected, the corruption soon 
spreads itself through all the neighbouring parts, infecting 
every thing within its reach, till the whole body becomes 
unsound : just so it happens to the mind, whenever it is 
tainted with those dark and malignant passions, which ren- 
der man ' more impious and savage even than the beasts 
themselves. If you offer to men in this condition the 
softening remedies of clemency and pardon, they presently 
suspect it to be mere fraud and artiflce; their diffidence 
grows stronger, and their aversion to you is more deeply 
rooted than before. But if you resist their violence, and 
oppose revenge to cruelty, there is then no crime too 
horrible;, no attempt too monstrous for them' to engage in. 
They exult and glory in their impieties, and by degrees 
divest themselves of every sentiment and passion that disk 
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tinguish human nature. It is not to be doubted, but that 
these disorders are chiefly owing to a bad education, and 
impure manners; though there are many other causes, 
which may sometimes assist to bring them on: among 
which none is so likely to be effectual, as the insolence and 
rapaciousness of public governors* The truth of these 
remarks is evident from all that now passed among the 
mercenaries; and more particularly, from the conduct of 
their chief commanders. 

Amilcar being now in the highest degree incensed against 
the energy, an( l finding himself too weak to encounter with 
their unbounded rage and madness, invited Hanno td 
come and join him : hoping by means of their united forces 
to put a speedy end to the war. And being persuaded, 
that nothing less than the entire extirpation of thes£ 
wretches could bring the affair to any effectual conclusion, 
he ordered all those that should fall within the reach of 
the sword in battle, to be instantly destroyed ; and such as 
were at any time brought prisoners to be cast alive to the 
elephants. The Carthaginians were now beginning to 
flatter themselves with better hopes, when on a sudded 
their whole prospect was fatajUp reversed. The generals 
were no sooner joined, than they were found to difrer from 
' each other in all their sentiments. And to such a height 
was this dissension raised between them, that they not 
only neglected every fair occasion of doing hurt to the 
enemy, but even exposed their own troops to frequent 
attacks and losses, by their mutual jealousies and contests. 
The Carthaginians, therefore, were forced to send orders, 
that one of them should quit the army ; but left it to the 
troops to make the choice. It happened also, about the 
same time, that the. convoys that were sailing to the army 
from Emporia, a place from whence they usually dttUr 
their largest supplies of corn and other necessaries, were 
all rank in the ocean by a storm. Sardinia likewise^ 
whjfh, in times of danger or necessity, had always furnished 
liberally to their wants, was how revolted from them. 
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But the severest. stroke of all was the loss of Utica and 
Hippo. For. Among all the African cities, these two alone 
had remained unshaken in their duty; not only in the 
beginning of the. present war, but during the time also of 
Agathocies* and when the Romans invaded Afric ; and 
had, on all occasions, served and supported the republic 
with singular affection and fidelity. Yet now, they not 
only embraced the party of the rebels, without any kind of 
pretext or excuse, but shewed even an uncommon zeal and 
activity in the cause; expressing, at the same time, the 
most implacable, enmity and hatred against the Cartha- 
ginians. They seized the. troops that had been sent among 
them for. their defence, which were not fewer than five 
hundred men, and put them all to death, together with 
their commanders,. and cast them without the walls. Nor 
would t&ey .' even grant permission for their bodies to b6 
buried* though this. was requested by the Carthaginian*. 
This situation of affairs so much raised the hopes of' 
Spendiqs and Matho, that they resolved to lay siege to 
Carthage* 

Amilcar being, joined by Annibal, who was sent to 
command in the room of Hanno, whom the army had 
displaced when the differences between the chiefs were 
referred to their decision, marched his troops through the 
country, endeavouring to cut off all supplies from the 
enemy*. In. the execution of this design, Naravasus add 
his cavalry, wore of great service to him i as indeed they 
were upcui all occasions of the war. Such then was the' 
state pf the armies in the field. 

But. the Carthaginians, being thus on every side closely 
invested by their, enemies,. were forced to have recourse to 
the state* that were in alliance with them. Hiero, whole 
attention was fixed! upon the war, had all along complied 
with every thing, that, was requested of Him. But at this 
time* especially, he applied himself to serve them with alt 
imaginable zeal ; as^ judging that his interest required him, 
in order to preserve his. own dominions arid his alliance 
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with the Romans, to assist in saving the Carthaginians 
from destruction ; lest the conquerors should become too 
powerful to be controlled in any future projects. In this 
he certainly was guided by the dictates of good sense and 
prudence. For these conjectures are by no means to be 
slighted ; nor ought we ever to permit any growing power 
to raise itself to such a degree of strength, as to be able to 
tear from us without resistance even our natural undisputed 
rights. ^ 

The Romans also punctually observed the terms of the 
late treaty which they had made with Carthage, and 
espoused their interests with zeal. At first, indeed, an 
accident had happened which threatened to embroil anew 
the two republics. Some persons, sailing from the ports 
of Italy to Afric, had conveyed supplies to the camp of 
the mercenaries. The Carthaginians seized on these, 
who Were in number about five hundred, and threw them 
into prison. The Romans were greatly offended at this 
proceeding; but as the men were all immediately released 
again upon the first demand, they were so much pleased 
and softened by that compliance, that they not only sent 
back all the Carthaginian prisoners that were left from the 
Sicilian war, but from that time cheerfully assisted the 
republic with every office of humanity and friendship. 
They gave permission to their merchants to export all 
kinds of necessaries to Carthage ; at the same time pro- 
hibiting them from carrying any to the enemy. They 
refused to invade Sardinia, though invited to it by the 
mercenaries that had revolted there. And when the 
inhabitants of Utica offered to put them in possession of 
that city, they rejected the proposal, and adhered re- 
ligiously to their treaty. By the help of all these succours, 
the. Carthaginians were enabled to sustain the siege; while 
Spendius and Matho were themselves no less besieged; 
for Anjilcar had. intercepted, all provisions from their 
camp; and at last reduced! them to such extremity, that 
they were forced to raise the siege. 
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Some time afterwards the*e generals, having drawn 
together the bravest of their forces, to the number of fifty 
thousand, among whom wm Zarxae, an Afiriean, with the 
troops under his command, resumed their firtt design, of 
following Amilcar dose in all his marches, and attending 
to the motions of bis army* Their chief care was, to 
avoid the plains, from- apprehensions of the elephants and 
cavalry; and to possess themselves, before the enemy, of 
all the mountainous defile* and narrow passes. In acts of 
coinage and enterprising boldness, they shewed them- 
srfve* t6 be ia no point inferior to the Carthaginians; btrt 
their want of skill Was often fatal to them. Upon this 
occasion, the difference was dearly seen, between a cot*- 
dact that is built upon the ruler of military science, and 
an irregular and unskilful method of making war. For 
Amilcar would sometimes contrite to separate small bodies 
from their army, and, like an artful chess-player, indosing 
them on every side, by thai meeos destroy them. Somfe- 
tisnes, when his motions seemed to promiafe a general 
engagement, he drew them kito ambuscades of which they 
had no suspicion. In a word, he was ever ready to Attack 
them. both by night and day, when they least expected his 
approach. Great numbers of them were thus destroyed; 
and as many as were taken alive were thrown to the 
elephants. At last, coming upon them by surprise, he 
fixed his camp near them in a place thai was very proper 
for his own forces, but -incommodious to the rebels. In 
this situation, not daring to risk a battle, nor able to 
escape, by reason of the intretiohtnents which Amilcar had 
extended round them, they were reduced to so great 
dxtremsty by famine, that they were forced to feed upon 
each other: aa if the Deity bad designed to inflict a 
punishment upon them that might be equal in its horror 
said impiety to the crimes which they had (committed 
against their fellow-creatures. But if they wanted courage 
ta venture on an engagement* in which they were sure 
of being defeated, and exposed to a cruel punishment if 
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taken, they were much less able to entertain any thoughts 
of treaty or accommodation, when they reflected upon 
their past transactions. Their only hopes were in the 
succours which they expected would arrive from Tunis; 
for with this hope their chiefs continued still to flatter 
'them. Under this assurance, they submitted yet for some 
time longer to practise this horrible barbarity against each 
other. But when they had impiously devoured all their 
prisoners and slaves, and no succours were arrived, the 
multitude gtfew impatient of their misery, and began. to 
threaten their chiefs. Spendius, therefore, with Autaritus 
and Zarxas, resolved to go themselves to the enemy, and 
treat of peace. Having first dispatched a herald, and 
obtained a safe conduct, they went accordingly to the 
' Carthaginian camp, and concluded a treaty with Amilcar 
upon these conditions: " That the Carthaginians should 
choose from among the enemy ten persons, whomsoever 
they thought proper, and that the rest should be dis- 
missed, each with his single garment." Amilcar then said, 
that in consequence of the treaty, he made choice of those 
that mere there present. Thus the Carthaginians got into 
their power Spendius and Autaritus, and the rest of their 
officers of greatest eminence. 

The Africans, who were ignorant x>f the terms-of the 
treaty, no sooner found that their chiefs were made 
prisoners, than they ran tumultuously to arms, in order to 
resent the supposed treachery. But Amilcar, surrounding 
them with the elephants, utterly destroyed them all, to the 
amount of more than forty thousand men. The place 
where this action happened was called the Saw, because 
the figure of it somewhat resembled that instrument. By 
this victory, Amilcar raised the hopes of his countrymen a 
second time, when they had almost begun to despair of 
safety.. He then marched through the country, with 
Annibal and Naravasus ; and having received the Africans, 
who were ready every where to submit, and recovered 
most of the principal towns to their party, they next ad- 
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vanced to lay siege to Tunis, into which Matho had retired 
with alt his forces, 

< Annibal fixed his camp before the city, on that side of 
it which looked towards Carthage; while Amilcar posted 
himself on the opposite side* They then took Spendius, 
and the rest of the prisoners, and carrying them near the 
walls, crucified them there, in sight of the enemy. But 
Matho, perceiving that Annibal, elated by the past success, 
was remiss and negligent in his post, sallied out upon him, 
and attacking the intrenchments, killed a great number of 
the Carthaginians,. and forced the rest to fly out of the 
camp. All the baggage was lost, and. Annibal himself 
taken prisoner. This last was immediately conducted to 
the cross of Spendius, and fixed alive upon it ; after he had 
first been forced to suffer the roost cruel torments. They 
killed also thirty of the noblest Carthaginians round 
Spendius'* body. As if fortune had taken unusual pains, 
to afford alternately to either party the means of retali- 
ating upon the other by the most inhuman methods of 
revenge. 

The distance of the two camps prevented Amilcar from 
being informed in time of what had happened. Nor was 
he able, when he knew it, to send any succours, on account 
of the difficulties of the way that lay between. He there- 
fore immediately decamped, and marching along the 
Macar, sat down near the mouth of that river. 

The. Carthaginians had just begun to recover new life, 
and were entertaining better hopes, when this unhappy 
affai r threw them again into no small dejection and amaze- 
ment. They did not, however, neglect the care of their 
safety; but choosing thirty of their senators, they sent 
them away to .Amilcar, together with Hanno, the former 
general, and. all the citizens that were left of age to bear 
arms; so that this was considefted as their last and only 
effort- They earnestly, recommended it to the senators, to 
use all their power to reconcile the generals, and. to engage 
them to regard only the exigencies of the republic, and act 
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together with such harmony as the state of affairs required. 
After many conferences and debates, this was at last 
effected. Harino and Amilcar were constrained to agree 
in sentiments, and yielded up their differences to the 
public good. From this time all things went prosperously 
for the Carthaginians ; who gained continually some ad- 
vantage over the enemy, in a variety of little combats, am- 
buscades, pursuits, both in the neighbourhood of Leptfs, 
and in other places; till Matho, finding himself so greatly 
harassed and distressed, was determined to engage in a 
decisive action. Hie Carthaginians, on their side, shewed 
no less eagerness. Both parties, therefore, summoned all 
their allies; recalled their garrisons from the towns; and 
resolved to risk the Whole upon a single battle. When all 
things were ready, the generals, by agreement, drew out 
their forces, and the fight began. The victory was on the 
side of the Carthaginians. The greatest part of the 
Africans were killed in the action; the rest escaped to 
a certain city that was hear, but surrendered themselves in 
a short time after. Matho was taken prisoner. All the 
parts of Afric soon submitted to the conquerors, except 
the cities of Utica and Hippo; which alone were forced to 
disclaim all thoughts of peace, because their past behaviour 
had left them no hopes of pardon. Of such importance is' 
it, in dissensions of this kind, to observe a moderate con-- 
duct, and abstain from all such excesses as are too great 
for mercy. But no sooner had Hanno invested one of 
them, and Amilcar the other, than they were forced to 
surrender at discretion. Thus the War, which had threat- 
ened entire destruction to the Carthaginians, was now 
ended in reducing all the parts of Afric to their former 
obedience, and in punishing the authors of it; for the 
youth of the city, after they had led the prisoners in 
triumph, inflicted upon Matho and the rest every kind- 
of indignity and torture that invention could contrive. 

Such was the conclusion of the war between the Car- 
thaginians and their mercenaries, after a continuance of 
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three years and about four months; a war by far the most 
impious and bloody of any that we find in history. 

About this time the Romans, invited, as we have already 
mentioned, by the mercenaries that had revolted in Sar- 
dinia, resolved to take possession of that island : and when 
the Carthaginians began to shew their resentment of this 
proceeding, and were preparing to oppose by force the 
rebels that had thus robbed them of their rights, the Ro- 
mans presently declared war against them ; pretending that 
their preparations were not so much designed against the 
people of Sardinia as against themselves. The Carthagi- 
nians, who had been just before delivered, when they least 
expected k,from a most dreadful war, and were by no means 
-able, in their present circumstances, to contend against the 
' Romans, yielded to the necessity of the times, and not 
only gave up Sardinia, but consented also to pay twelve 
hundred talents, rather than be involved in a war which 
they were too weak at that time to sustain* 



/ 



H3 



lOjl THE GENERAL HISTORY book ii. 



BOOK THE SECOND 



CHAP. L 

WE shewed in the preceding book at what time it was 
that the Romans, after they had fully settled the aflairs of 
Italy; began first to extend their views abroad ; the manner 
in which they passed over into Sicily; and the reasons that 
induced them to declare war against the Carthaginians, in 
order to drive them from that island. We took notice 
also of the time in which they first employed a naval ar- 
mament; and recounted all that had happened to the two 
republics in the progress of the war; in the end of which 
the Carthaginians were forced to abandon Sicily, and leave 
to the Romans the sovereignty and possession of all the 
island, those parts alone excepted which belonged to 
Hiero. We next related, in what manner the Carthagi- 
nian mercenaries revolted from their duty, and kindled 
that which was called the African war. We saw to how 
monstrous a height their impieties were raised, with all the 
unnatural excesses and dreadful circumstances that at- 
tended them; till the Carthaginians became at last superior 
to their enemies. We now go on, to give a concise and 
general abstract of the chief events which followed these 
transactions, agreeably to our first design. 

As soon as the Carthaginians had quieted their domestic 
troubles, they sent Amilcar Barcas with an army into 
Spain. Amilcar, taking with him Annibal his son, who 
was then about nine years old, passed the Straits between 
the Pillars of Hercules, and in the course of almost nine 
years which he spent in that country, greatly extended the 
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dominions of the republic ; reducing many different nations 
to the Carthaginian yoke, some by persuasion and some by 
force; and at last ended his life in a manner worthy of his 
former great exploits. For being engaged in battle with a 
certain people distinguished by their bravery and strength) 
and who had brought a very numerous army against him 
into the field, he fell nobly in the action, after he bad 
shewn amazing proofs of hardiness and courage. The 
Carthaginians made choice of Asdrubal to succeed him, 
who was general of the triremes, and nearly allied in blood 
to A mil car. - 

About this time it was that the Romans prepared to 
invade Illyria, and, for the first time, sent their armies into 
those parts of Europe. An event which must be carefully 
considered and attended to by those who are inclined to 
enter into our design,' and comprehend in its whole extent 
the gradual progress and advancement of the greatness of 
this empire. The expedition, then, owed its birth to the 
cause which I am going to relate. 

^ Agron, king of Illyria, the son of Pleuratus, whose forces 
both. by land and sea were greater than those of any of his 
predecessors, was gained with large sums of money by 
Demetrius, the father of Philip, to send relief to the 
Mydionians, who were besieged by the JEtolians. For 
when the JEtolians had employed in vain all the methods 
of persuasion, to prevail upon this people to unite them* 
selves to their republic, they resolved to subdue them 
to their laws by force. Having, therefore, drawn together 
a numerous army, they invested the city, and pressed it 
closely; employing against it all kinds of machines, and 
every method of attack. When the place, reduced to 
great extremity, was every day expected to surrender, the 
praetor of the iEtolians, reflecting that the time was also 
drawing near in which the magistrates were usually elected, 
and that his place must soon be yielded to a successor, 
called together an assembly of the people, and represented 
to -them, that as he had all along sustained the chief fatigue 
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and burden of the $iege, it was highly reasonable thai be 
alone should possess the right of distributing the spoil, and 
the honour of having bis name inscribed upon the trophies, 
whenever the city should be taken*. But as this motion 
was opposed by many, and especially by those who had 
any hopes of gaining the praetorsliip for themselves, who 
insisted that no judgment should he given befcrdthe event, 
but the whole be reserved entire, till they should see upon 
whom fortune intended to bestow that honour ; it waa at 
last resolved, that if the pew magistrate should take the 
city, the distribution of the spoil and the inscription of the 
trophies should be adjudged to him, in conjunction with 
the praetor of the former year* 

When the affair was thus determined, and the very fol- 
lowing day wa» the time appointed for .the new prsetor to 
be elected and to enter into his office, according to the 
custom of the JBtolians; a hundred barks, having on 
board five thousand Illyrianp, arrived in the night, pndMSt 
anchor as near the city as was possible, At tweak of day 
the troops were disembarked in great hast? and silence; 
and having ranged themselves in order of battle afiter the 
manner of their country, they marched, divided into 
cohorts, towards the caipp of the enemy* The ifitoltani 
were thrown at first into some kind of consternation, by an 
attempt so bold and hardy, and which they had not in the 
least expected. But that spirit of arrogance and haughty 
fierceness, by which this people had been long distinguished, 
and their confidence in the strength. and number of tbek 
forces, soon took place, and in some degree dispelled their 
fears. They drew up the greater part of the cavalry, to- 
gether with the heavy-armed troops, upon the plain before 
the camp; and having, at the same time, possessed them- 
selves of certain eminences that stoed commodious for the 
action, they posted the rest of the cavalry upon them, witfc 
the light-armed forces. But these, being first attacked, 
were not able to stand against the numbers and close order 
of the enemy ; who dispersed them with little difficulty, and 
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forced the cavalry also to retreat back to the heavy-armed 
troops. The Illyrians then c^me pouring down with 
violence from the eminences upon the troops that were 
drawn up in battle on the plain ; and bring, at the same 
time, assisted by the Mydionians from the town, they made 
their attack with such success that the JEtolians were com- 
pletely routed. Many of them were killed in the action; 
and a greater number taken, together with all the arms 
and baggage. When the Illyrians had thus happily ex- 
ecuted the orders pf their king, they loaded their vessels 
with the spoils, and steered their course back again towards 
their own country. 

The Mydionians, having obtained their safety in a man- 
ner so strange and unexpected, called together an assent 
bly of the people, and, among other public resolutions, 
made also a decree concerning the inscription of the tro- 
phies; in which, following the example of the iEtolians, 
they adjudged it in common to the praetor that was then 
in office, and to those who should afterwards be elected to 
it; as if fortune had designed to give a most conspicuous 
proof of her power in all human affairs, by thus enabling 
the> Mydionians to retort upon their enemies the very act 
and manner of disgrace which but a little time before had 
been decreed against themselves. What happened now to 
.the MtoKum may serve also to instruct us, never to deli- 
berate upon thefujture as if it were already arrived, nor 
build any certain expectations on eyents which, perhaps, 
may take a very contrary turn from what at first tfrey seem 
to promise; but in all human affairs, and especially in 
those that relate to war, to leave always some room to for- 
tune, and to accidents which cannot be foreseen. 

When the fleet was* returned to lllyria, and had given 
an account to the king of their success, Agron being over- 
joyed that his troops had given some check to the insolence 
and haughty spirit of the iEtoliaos, indulged himself in 
feasts and banquets to bo "great excess, that be was seized 
with a pleurisy, of which he died in a few days after* His 
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wife Teuta took possession of the kingdom, and governed 
it "with the assistance of her friends. This queen, who in 
her -disposition was a perfect woman, dazzled with the splen- 
dour of the late success,: and utterly regardless of all the 
states around her, at first permitted private men among her 
subjects to fit out ships. for piracy; and afterwards, having 
drawn together a very considerable fleet, with an army not 
inferior to that which was employed in the former expe- 
dition, she gave commission to her generals, to exercise 
hostilities upon every nation without reserve. Their first 
descent was made upon the coasts of Eli* and Messenia ; 
which were a indeed, at all times more exposed to insults 
from the Illyrians than any other countries. For as their 
coast was of great extent, and their principal towns also 
situated far within the land, it was easy for the enemy to 
over-run and lay waste the country, before any effectual 
succours could be sent to their relief. At this time it hap- 
pened, that the Illyrians bad one day advanced as far as to 
Phoenice, a town of Epirusj in search of provisions; and 
finding there a body of Gallic troops, in number about 
eight hundred, whom the Epirots had retained in their 
service, they immediately began to concert measures with 
them for surprising . the town. The Gauls soon consented 
to the project; and the Illyrians, having landed their 
troops, and being joined by the soldiers of the garrison, 
made themselves masters of the place upon the first assault. 
As soon as . the Epirots had received the news of what 
had happened, they drew together an army with great dili- 
gence; and, marching towards Phoenice, they there en- 
camped, having in their front the river that runs before the 
town ; and for their greater safety, they removed the planks 
of the bridge that was upon it; Being afterwards informed 
that Scerdilaidas was advancing by land against them, at 
the head of five thousand Illyrians, and that he designed 
to take his route along the passes of Antigonia, they sent 
away one part of their army to secure that city, while the 
rest lay quiet in their post; indulging themselves in full 
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security in the plenty of the country, and neglecting even 
to place the necessary guards about the camp. The Illy* 
rians, having heard of the division which the enemy had 
made of their forces, and of the negligence that now reigned 
among them, began their march by night, and laying planks 
across the bridge, passed the river without resistance; and 
having possessed themselves of a strong and advantageous 
post, they continued there till break of day. In the 
morning both armies drew up their forces in order of 
battle, in sight of the town. The Epirots were defeated 
in the engagement; many of them being killed, and a 
greater number taken prisoners. The rest directed their 
flight towards Atintania, and escaped. 

The Epirots, after this ill success, finding themselves 
too weak to repel the enemy, and recover what they had 
lost^ implored assistance from the JEtolians and Acbseans; 
who, in compassion to the desperate state of their affair*, 
raised an army for their relief, and marched toward Heli- 
cranum. The • Illyrians that had seized Phoenice, being 
now joined by the troops that were brought by ScettU*- 
laidas, came also to the same place, intending to offer battle 
to the enemy. But as the ground was not commodious 
for their design, and because they had about this time also 
received letters from the queen, pressing them to- return 
with all possible diligence, to reduce some towns that had 
revolted to the Dardanians, they wasted all the province, 
and afterwards consented to make peace with the Epirots ; 
restoring .their city to them for a sum of money, and re- 
leasing all the inhabitants that were free. And having 
sent the slaves ori board their vessels, together with the 
rest of their booty, they sailed away to Illyria: while 
. Scerdilaidas, with the troops that were under his command, 
took his route back again through the passes of Antigonia* 
The success 6( this invasion struck no small terror into all 
the Greeks that inhabited the coast. For when they saw 
that the strongest and most powerful town of all Epirus 
had fallen so suddenly into the hands of the enemy, they 
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no longer trembled for their lands and country only, at in 
former times; but began to fear, that there would now be 
no security either for themselves or any of their cities. 

The Eptrots, thus rescued from destruction when they 
bad scarcely any hopes of safety left, were so far from 
shewing any resentment of the injuries which they had 
suffered, and so forgetful likewise of whit they owed to 
their deliverers, that they sent ambassadors to Teuta, and, 
in conjunction with the Arcanians, entered into an alliance 
with her. And from this time they constantly supported 
and assisted the IUyrians, in opposition to all the interests 
of the Acheeans and ^Etolians: affording, by this declared 
ingratitude towards their friends and benefactors, a no less 
signal instance of their want of sense and judgment, than 
that which had appeared in their former Conduct. When- 
ever we fall into any of those calamities which are natu- 
rally incident to mankind, and from which no care or 
foresight could have sfcved us, the fault is justly charged 
«mi fortune, or an enemy. But when bur sufferings are 
purely the result of our own indiscreet and foolish copduct, 
the blame can be imputed only to ourselves. And as the 
atrokes of fortune usually excite the pity of mankind,' who 
oeem willing to partake in our distresses, and 'are ready 
to tend us their assistance; so on the other hand, an open 
and deliberate folly cannot fail to draw fefter it the censure 
and reproaches of all who view it in its proper light. And 
•this was plainly the treatment, which the Epirots at this 
time merited in the eyes of Greece. For, in the first 
place, the common and well-known character of the Gauls 
might have rendered them more cautious of entrusting any 
of -that nation with the defence of a noble city, whose 
wealth and flourishing condition must continually tempt 
them by strong incitements to revolt. Put thfr body of 
troops especially were men, whose temper apd designs de- 
served to have been watched with more than ordinary care. 
For they not only had been driven from their country by 
the people of their own nation, on account of some nets of 
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treachery and violence which they had committed* against 
their kindred and common tribes ; bat when the Carthagi- 
nians, who were at that time pressed by the war of Sicily, 
had received about three thousand of them into their pay, 
and stationed them in Agrigentum, they took occasion, 
from some dissensions that arose between the soldiers and 
their chief commanders on the subject of their pay, to pil- 
lage that very city which they had been engaged to protect 
and guard from insult. Being afterwards in garrison at 
Eryx, while the Romans were besieging it, they formed a 
project for delivering up the town and inhabitants to the 
enemy : and when die treason was discovered, they went 
over in a body to the Roman camp. Yet among these 
also, they not long afterwards betrayed their trust; and 
plundered the temple bf Erycinian Venus. As soon there* 
fore as the war was ended, the Romans, having seen such 
proofs' of their abandoned profligacy, stripped them of 
their arms, and putting them on board some vessels, 
banished them all out of Italy. These were the troops to 
whom the Epirots now committed the defence of their go- 
vernment and country ; and trusted the most flourishing 
of all their cities to their care: so that in justice, them- 
selves alone must be considered as the chief and only cause 
of the misfortunes that ensued. A conduct so repugnant 
to all sense and reason deserved not to pass without some 
reflection : and it may serve hereafter as a caution to att 
states, never to adroit too strong a garrison within their 
cities, especially if it be composed of strangers and bar- 
barians. < • 

The Jllyrians had in former times very frequently mo-' 
lested vessels that were sailing from the ports of Italy. 
But while they had possession of Phosnicc, they sent out 
large detachments from their fleet, and made depredation* 
every where upon the Roman merchants; killing great 
numbers of them, and carrying many into slavery. The-* 
Romans bad hitherto paid no great regard to the com- 
plaints that had been offered on this subject. But at this 
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time these complaints were brought in such, numbers tathe 
senate, that they resolved to send Caius and Lucius Corun- 
canius ambassadors : to Teuta, to demand some clear ac- 
count of these transactions. , 

The .queen, when she saw the beauty and immense quan- 
tity of the spoils which her fleet had brought back from 
Phoenice, the most opulent town of all Epirus, had been 
struck with admiration; and was the more confirmed in 
her intentions, of continuing that kind of war against the 
states of Greece. But some domestic commotions gave a 
stop to the present execution of that design^ and forced her 
. to employ her whole attention to bring back the rebels to 
their duty. The greater part of these being soon reduced, 
she was laying siege to Issa; the only town. of her do- 
minions that still refused to submit. to her authority.. 

To this place came the Roman ambassadors ; and having 
gained a time of audience, they recounted all the injuries 
which their people had received from the Illyrians. The 
queen assumed high airs of disdain and fierceness during 
the whole time of their discourse. And when it was 
ended, she replied, that she would take care that her state 
in general should afford no matter of complaint hereafter 
to the Romans; but that it was not the custom in IUyria, 
for their, kings to restrain their private subjects from en- 
deavouring to enrich themselves upon the sea. The 
youngest of these, ambassadors was unable to. bear this 
haughtiness : and, with a freedom which could: not have 
been condemned if it had been more in season, he an- 
swered, " But among the Romans, O queen, it is one of 
their best and noblest customs, to exact public reparation 
for private wrongs; and at all times to redress the com- 
plaints of their subjects: and we shall endeavour, with the 
assistance of the gods, to force you shortly to reform the 
kingly customs of IUyria." The queen received this an- 
swerlike a true. woman; with much absurd passion aod 
resentment: which carried her to such excess, that she 
ordered the ambassadors to be pursued as they were re- 
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turning home, and, in defiance of the law of nations, 
killed the person who had spoken those words. The Ro- 
mans, being greatly enraged by so daring and flagitious an 
affront, 'immediately levy troops, get ready a fleet, and 
make all the necessary preparations for war r 
. In the beginning of the spring, the Illyrians, having 
drawn together a greater number of vessels than before, 
sailed away to invade the coasts of Greece. One part of 
the fleet steered their course to Corcyra: while the rest 
cast anchor in the port of Epidamnus, on pretence to take 
in water and provisions. But their, true. intention was, to 
make themselves masters of the town. The Epidamnians 
received them without suspicion, and neglected all pre- 
caution. A party entered, dressed in an under garment 
only, and carrying pitchers in their bands, as if they came 
for, water. But they had swords concealed within the 
pitchers: with which they attacked and killed the guards 
that were posted at' the gate, and took possession of it. 
And being at the same time joined, as it had been con- 
certed, by a larger body of forces from the ships, tbey 
made themselves masters of a great part of the walls 
without much difficulty. But. the Epidamnians, though 
taken by surprise, when tbey were in no apprehension of 
an enemy, resisted with such bravery and vigour, that, 
after a very long and obstinate dispute, they at last forced 
the Illyrians to retire from the town. Thus they recovered 
by their valour, what their negligence «had almost lost; 
and were instructed by this accident to use greater care 
and circumspection in all future times. 

The Illyrians, being thus repulsed, made haste to get 
out to sea; and having. overtaken the rest of the fleet, they 
sail together to Corcyra, disembark their troops, and lay 
siege to the city. The Corcyreans were, under no small 
consternation; and finding themselves too weak to en- 
counter with so great a force, tbey sent to the iEtolians 
and Achaeans imploring their assistance. The inhabitants 
of A polio ma and Epidamnus likewise deputed messengers 
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to the same states; conjuring them to interpose frith some 
speedy and effectual succours, and not permit the Illyriani 
to dispossess them of their towns and natural country. 
The Achaean* and iEtolians consented readily to this 
request. And having, in a few days, equipped at their 
joint dharge ten ships of war that belonged to the A6hae6ns, 
they steered their course towards Coreyra, hoping to raise 
the siege. But the Illyrians having received seven ships 
of wa± from the Acarnanians, in consequence of their 
alliance with them* sailed out and engaged the enemy near 
the island Paxus. The fight was equal between the Acar- 
nanians, and that part of the Achaean fleet that was 
engaged against them ; nor was any harm sustained, 
except that some were wounded on either aid*. But the 
Ittyrians, having tied their vessels four and four together, 
catne on to the engagement with rifcueh seeming negligence, 
and even presented their flank to the enemy, as if to aid 
them in their attack, and render it more effectual* But 
no sooner were they grappled close, and the beaks of die 
Acheean ships * had fixed them fast to the sides of the 
vessels that were thus bound together, thaft the Illyrians, 
entering along the decks of the enemy, overpowered then 
by the number of their soldiers, took (bur of their qua* 
driremes, and sunk one quihquereme to the tot torn. la 
this latter perished Marcus the Catynian, whoae whole 
life had been distinguished by a zealous and 1 close attach- 
ment to all the interests of the Acheean Commonwealth. 
When those that were engaged against the Acarnaniaw 
saw what had happened to the rest, they immedkitcly 
prepared to fly, trusting to the celerity of their ships: 
and having the advantage of a fresh and favourable wind, 
they sailed back again to their own country, and escaped 
without any leas. The Illyrians were much elated by this 
victory, and received no farther interruption in the siege. 
But the Gorcyteans, being quite disheartened by the iH 
stale of their affairs, and despairing of all means of safety, 
sustained the siege but a short time afterwards, and then 
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submitting to the enemy, received a garrison under the 
command of Demetrius of Pharos. The Iliyrians then 
steered away to sea, and returning again to Epitiamnus, 
prepared to lay siege to that city. 

About this time, one of the Roman consuls, Caius 
Fulvios, set out to prosecute the war, with a fleet of two 
hundred ships; while his colleague Aulus Postumius began 
his march at. the head of the land forces. The former of 
these had resolved to sail in all haste to Corcyra; flattering 
himself} that he might perhaps arrive before the siege was 
ended. And though he was disappointed in that hope, 
yet he chose still to hold on his course; not only for the 
sake of getting more perfect information concerning all 
that had happened there, but also that be might make 
trial of the reality and importance of some advices, which 
had been sent to Rome by Demetrius ; who, finding that 
Teuta had conceived some jealousy of his conduct, and 
dreading the effects of her resentment, had privately 
offered to the. Romans, to deliver Corey ra into their hpnds, 
with every thing besides that was within the reach of his 
authority. The Corcyreans saw with pleasure the arrival 
of the fleet, and with the consent of Demetrius delivered 
up the garrison to the Romans, and put themselves under 
their protection; as judging this to be the only measure 
by which they could hereafter be secure against the 
lawless attacks and insults of the Iliyrians. Tbe Romans 
then sailed away to Apollonia, taking Demetrius with 
them, by whose advice they were chiefly guided during the 
rest of the war. The other consul, having embarked the 
troops at Brundisium, arrived also about the same time at 
Apollonia. His army consisted of twenty thousand foot, 
and two thousand horse. The inhabitants received them 
without, any difficulty, and submitted themselves entirely 
to their discretion. But the consuls, on the news that 
Epidamnus was invested, immediately hastened their 
march that way. Tbe Iliyrians, being informed of their 
approach, raised the siege in disorder, and fled. The 
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•Romans, having received the Epidaronians also into their 
protection, advanced farther into Illyria, and reduced the 
Ardyeeans. They now were met by deputations from 
many different towns and districts. Among these were the 
Atintanians, and Barthinians ; who offered to receive their 
laws. The Romans admitted them all to terms of friend- 
ship and alliance; and continued their march to Issa, 
which was besieged by the Illyrians. And having raised 
the siege, and taken the inhabitants under their protection, 
they then sailed along the coast, and took many towns by 
storm. But in the attack of one of these, called Nutria, 
they lost not only a great number of their soldiers, but 
some tribunes also, and a quaestor. They took likewise 
' ttfenty boats, that were returning with plunder collected 
in the country. A part of the army that was employed in 
the siege of Issa, having declared for the interest of Deme- 
trius, retired to Pharos, and were permitted to be safe. 
The rest fled in disorder,, and escaped to Arbon. The 
queen herself, with very few attendants, got safe to Rizon ; 
a little town of considerable strength, which stood at a 
distance from the sea, upon a river of the same name. 

The Romans after this success, by which they had 
greatly enlarged the dominions of Demetrius, having 
prevailed on many cities of Illyria to receive him as their 
master, took the route back again to Epidamnus, with the 
fleet and army. Fulvius then returned to Rome, and 
carried with him the greater part of all the forces. But 
Fostumius, having drawn together forty vessels, and raised 
some troops among the neighbouring towns, resolved to 
pass the winter there, that he might be ready, in case of 
danger, to repress all commotions that might arise among 
the Ardyaeans, and the rest of the people who had sub- 
mitted, and put themselves under the protection of the 
Romans. 

But in the beginning of the spring, ambassadors arrived 
at Rome from Teuta, and agreed to a peace upon these 
conditions: " That the queen should pay a certain tribute, 
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•and abandon all Illyria, a few places only excepted; and, 
which was of the greatest importance to all the states of 
Greece, that he should never after that time sail beyond 
Lissus with more than two frigates, and those unarmed/' 

The treaty being thus concluded, Postumius sent ambas- 
sadors to the Achaeans and ^Etolians, to acquaint them 
with the causes of the war, the progress and circumstances 
of it, and the terms of the peace which they had made. 
The ambassadors were received with great respect and 
favour by the, two republics; and from thence they sailed 
away to Corcyra. The Greeks were delivered by this 
treaty out of no small terror; for the Illyrians were the 
common enemies of all. 

Such was the first expedition of the Romans into Illyria 
and the neighbouring parts of Europe; which gave birth 
also to the first correspondence, in the way of embassy, 
between that republic and the states of Greece. From 
this beginning, they took occasion to depute, within a 
short time afterwards, another embassy to Corinth and to 
Athens. And it was on that occasion, that the Corinthians 
first admitted the Romans to be present at the Isthmian 
games. 



CHAP. II. 

XlURING this time Asdrubal, for it was here that we 
left the affairs of Spain, conducted all things in his 
government with great dexterity and wisdom ; enlarging 
the power, and advancing the interests of his republic in 
that country, both by the whole course of his administra- 
tion in it, and more particularly by building, that city, 
which by some is called Carthage, and by others the -New 
City; whose situation with respect both to Spain and 
Afric rendered it a place of the greatest moment and im- 
portance. We shall take a proper occasion to describe 
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more fully the advantages of this situation, and the use 
that may be made of it, in governing the affairs of those 
two countries. The Romans could not behold so sudden 
an increase of power without the greatest apprehensions. 
They saw the necessity of turning their thoughts to Spain; 
and resolved to raise themselves from that state of indolence 
and inactivity, which bad as it were shut their eyes, and 
prevented them from paying a due attention to the pro- 
gress of their enemies. At this time, however, being 
themselves in almost daily expectation of an invasion from 
the Gauls, they neither dared to declare war against the 
Carthaginians, nor demand any hard conditions from 
them; but chose rather to have recourse to mild and 
gentle measures, till their arms had freed them from tbe 
apprehension ef an enemy, whose situation in their very 
neighbourhood not only rendered their sovereignty in 
Italy precarious, but even threatened to deprive them of 
their own natural and proper country. They sent, there- 
fore, to Asdrubal, and concluded a treaty with him, by 
which, no mention being made of the rest of Spain, it only 
was agreed, that the Carthaginians should not pass the 
Iberiis with an army. This being settled, the Romans 
immediately turned their arms against the Gauls. 

It will by no means be a useless'task, nor foreign to the 
design of this introduction, to give here a short account of 
this people, from the time of their first settlement in Italy. 
For besides that the subject itself is curious, and such as 
well deserves the pains of being particularly considered, it 
is also a point of the last importance, that we should in 
this place previously be acquainted with it, in order to 
gain a right conception what the country was into which 
Annibal afterwards led his army, and what the forces, by 
whose assistance he attempted to subvert the. Roman em- 
pire. We shall first describe the nature of the country, 
and its situation with respect to the other parte of Italy; 
that when we have thus acquired a knowledge of the places, 
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we may be able mare easily to comprehend whatever was 
great and worthy of our notice, in the transactions that 
happened in them. 

The whole of Italy resembles a triangle in its figure. 
The eastern side is bounded by the Ionian sea and Adriatic 
Gulf; the south and west by the Sicilian and Tyrrhenian 
seas. The third side, towards the north, is terminated by 
a chain of mountains called the Alps : which, beginning 
near Massilia, and the places above the Sardinian sea, ex- 
tend without any interruption to within a very little dis- 
tance of the inmost extremity of the Adriatic, and are 
considered as the base of the triangle. At the foot of 
these mountains, on the southern side, lie those plains* of 
which we are now to speak ; which, both in their fertility 
and wide extent, are far superior to any other part of 
Europe that hare been yet discovered. These plains 
form also the figure of a triangle ; the top of which is made 
by the junction of the Alps and Apennines, a little above 
Massilia. The northern side is bounded by the Alps, to . 
the length of two thousand and two hundred stadia; the 
southern, by the Apennines, to the extent of three thou- 
sand and six hundred. The coast of the Adriatic forms 
the base of this figure, and contains in length, from Sena 
to the inmost part of the Gulf, almost two thousand and 
five hundred stadia. So that the whole plains together 
include a space of near ten thousand stadia in circum- 
ference. 

The fertility of this country is greater than caa be well 
expressed. They have grain of all kinds in such abun- 
dance, that, even in our times, a Sicilian bushel of wheat is 
sold there for four oboli ; and of barley, for two. For a 
firkin of wine, they exchange an equal measure of barley. 
Panick also, and millet, are found among them in so great 
plenty, that nothing can exceed it. Their forests, which, 
at certain distances, are spread over all the country, afford 
so large a quantity of acorns, that though great numbers 
of swine are constantly consumed by the inhabitants of 

19 



118 THE GENERAL HISTORY book ii. 

Italy, As well in the uses of private families, Us for the 
supply of their armies, yet are they chiefly furnished with 
them from these plains. Such, in a word, is the cheap- 
ness and the plenty of all common necessaries, that when 
^ travellers stop to take refreshment in their inns, instead of 
settling by agreement the prices of any particular provi- 
sions, they only fix a certain rate for every person. This 
rarely exceeds the fourth part of an obolus ; and for ibis 
small expence, they are supplied in full abundance with all 
things that are requisite. The numbers of the people by 
whom these plains are filled, the size and comeliness of their 
bodies, and their prowess in war, may be fully understood 
from those great actions for which they are justly cele- 
brated. Both sides of the Alps, as far as the ascent is 
easy, are inhabited by different nations. On that side, 
which looks towards the north and the river Rhone, dwell 
those that are called the Transalpine Gauls. On the other 
side, the Taurisci, and Agones, and other various tribes. 
The Transalpine Gauls derived their origin from the 
same common stock with the r€3t, and obtained that 
appellation from their situation only; because they fixed 
themselves beyond the Alps. The' tops of these moun- 
tains, on account of the steepness of the ascent, and the 
perpetual snows with which they are covered, have hitherto 
remained without inhabitants. From the place where the 
Apehnine mountains first begin, a little above Massilia, 
and from their junction with the Alps, the country on the 
side of the Tyrrhenian sea quite down to Pisse, the first 
town of Tyrrhenia to the west, and that also on the side 
towards the plains, as far as to the confines of the Arreti- 
nians, was all inhabited by the Ligurians. Adjoining to 
these were the Tyrrhenians, and next to them the Umbrians, 
situated on both sides of the mountains. In this place the 
Apennine, at the distance of about five hundred stadia 
from the Adriatic, leaves these plains, and turning suddenly 
to the right, directs its course towards the Sicilian, sea, 
dividing the rest of Italy in the middle ; so that what re- 
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mains to complete the. southern side of this triangle if 
formed by the plains themselves: which ate continued, 
from the point where the Apennine turns away, quite 
down to Sena, a town upon the Adriatic coast. 

The. river Po, celebrated by the poets under the name 
of Eridanus, takes its source among the Alpine mountains, 
near the upper point of the triangle which we have now 
described, and first bends its stream towards the south, till 
it has gained the plains. Afterwards flowing eastward, it 
runs to empty itself by two mouths into the Adriatic Gulf. 
It divides these plains into two unequal parts: the largest 
of which is that which lies extended between the Adriatic 
and the Alps. In the quantity of its waters, it far exceeds 
the rest of the rivers of Italy. For all the streams that 
descend from the Alps and Apennines, are discharged into 
the channel of the Po. About the time, especially, when 
the Dog star first appears, and the melted snows flow 
down in great abundance from these mountains, the fulness 
of its stream is remarkably great aod beautiful. This river 
is navigable from the mouth which is called Olane, to the 
distance of two thousand stadia within the land. From its 
first sources it flows in one single channel as far as to the 
country of the Trigobali; and there, breaking into a 
double stream, runs, as we have said, to discharge itself by 
two mouths into the sea. The first of these is called 
Padoa, the other Olane; the last of which affords a safe 
and commodious port for ships, not inferior to any upon the 
Adriatic coast. This river is called Bodencus, by the 
natives of the country. 

There is no need to add to our description of this river 
the many sad and tragical fables with which the Greeks 
have filled their histories, of the fall of Phaeton ; the tears 
of the poplars; and that race of black men who live upon 
the river, and are said still to wear the habit of mourning, in 
memory ofPhacfton's death. A closediscussion of such stories 
would very ill suit with the design of this introduction. 
But perhaps we shall take some fairer occasion in another 
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place; to consider them in as full a manner as the subject 
may require, if it be only for the sake of shewing some 
proofs of the inaccuracy of Timasus, with regard to the 
places which we have been describing. 

These plains were formerly inhabited by the Tyrrhe- 
nians; who gained great fame by their exploits in the 
country round Capua and Nola, which, at that time, was 
called the Phlegraean Fields. Whatever, therefore, we 
read in history concerning the ancient dynasties and for- 
tunes of this people, must be all referred, not to die country 
which they possess at present, but to the plains just men- 
tioned; whose fertility and wide extent afforded them the 
means of becoming great and powerful. But the Gauls, 
who often visited this country for the sake of commerce, 
•and had seen its beauty with a jealous eye, found occasion, 
from some slight pretence, to fall suddenly upon the Tyr- 
rhenians with a powerful army, when they were in no ex- 
pectation of an enemy; and having driven them from their 
native seats, they took possession of all the country that 
was round the Po. The. first part of it, which lay nearest 
to the sources of the river, was seized on by the Laiansand 
Lebecians. Next to these were the Insubrians, a great and 
powerful nation; and after them, the Cenomans. Below 
all these, and nearest to the Adriatic, were the Venetians : 
a very ancient people, whose dress and manners greatly re- 
sembled those of the Gauls, though they used a different 
language. This is that nation of whom the tragic poets 
have recorded so many monstrous fables. On the other 
side of the Po, the first in order, and the nearest to the 
Apennines, were the Ananes; and next to these, the Boii. 
Between, the Boii and the Adriatic were the Lingonian 
Gauls; and lower down, upon the coast, the Senohes* 

These were the principal nations that were seated in that 
tract of country which we have now described. Their 
manner of life was extremely plain and simple. They had 
no walled towns, nor any kind of furniture in their hamlets. 
The ground was their constant bed, and flesh their chief 
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food. Their sole employment was agriculture and war. 
All other sciences and arts were utterly unknown among 
them. Their wealth consisted in gold and cattle; because 
these alone were at all times most easily removed from 
place to place, as occasion might require. But that which 
engaged their greatest care, was to procure a numerous 
train of followers, all ready to support their interests, and 
execute their commands. For every one among them was 
strong and formidable, in proportion only to the number 
of these dependants. 

From the time of their first settlement in these plains, 
the Gauls not only maintained themselves in safe possession 
of the country, from whence they had driven the Tyrrhe- 
nians, but by the terror of their arms forced many of the 
neighbouring nations also to receive their yoke* Some 
time afterwards, having defeated the Romans and their 
allies in a set engagement, and pursued tbem, during a 
flight of three days 9 continuance, to the very gates of 
Rome, they made themselves masters of all the city, the 
capitol alone excepted. But when they heard that the 
Venetians, taking occasion from their absence, had entered 
their territories with an army, they consented to a treaty x 
with the Romans, restored their city to them, and returned 
back again to their own country. They were afterwards 
fbr some time engaged in domestic wars* Some of the 
people also that lived among the Alps, envying them the 
possession of a country that was so much better than their 
own, turned their arms against them, and made frequent 
incursions upon their territory. During this time the 
Romans had full leisure to recover by degrees their wasted 
strength; and to reduce the Latins, who had a second 
time revolted. 

Thirty years after the time when Rome was taken, the 
Gauls advanced with a powerful army as far as Alba. 
The Romans, being thus attacked when tbey had no appre- 
hension of a war, and not having time to draw together 
the troops of their allies, were afraid to take the field. 
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But twelve years afterwards, when they were again invaded 
by as great a force, having received timely notice of the 
design, and being joined by their confederates, they 
marched out against the enemy with great alacrity and 
confidence, designing to engage in a decisive battle. But 
the Gauls were struck with terror at their approach ; and 
as their army was distracted also by dissensions, they re- 
treated, or rather fled, with great precipitation back again 
to their own country, and remained quiet during the course 
of thirteen years. And having then remarked the great 
increase and progress of the Roman power, they consented 
to a league of peace. 

During thirty years they firmly adhered to the con- 
ditions of this treaty ; but being then threatened with a 
war from the Transalpine Gauls, and apprehending that 
the consequences of it might prove fatal to them, they pre- 
vailed upon those nations, partly by large presents, and 
partly also by pleading their descent from one common 
stock, to desist from their design, and to join their forces 
with them against the Romans. They march together 
through Tyrrhenia; and being assisted al$o by a people of 
that country, ravage the Roman borders, and return safely 
back again with the spoil. But no sooner were they ar- 
rived in their own country, than some disputes arose 
among them concerning the division of the plunder; which 
were carried to so great excess, that they lost the most 
considerable part, not only of the booty, but of their army 
likewise. Such disorders are, upon these occasions, very 
frequent among the Gauls; especially when they are filled 
with feasting, and their senses lost in wine. 

Four years afterwards, the Gauls, in conjunction with 
the Samnites, engaged the Romans in battle, in the country 
of the Camertines, and killed great numbers of them. The 
Romans, incensed by- this defeat, drew together all their 
forces ; and having met the enemy, within a few days aftgr 
the former action, in the district of the Sentinates, they 
destroyed the greatest part of their army, and forced the 
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rest to fly homewards in disorder. About ten years after- 
wards, they returned again with a very great force, and 
laid siege to Arretium. The Romans attempted to raise 
the siege ; but were defeated in an engagement before the 
city, and the consul Lucius killed. M. Curius, who suc- 
ceeded him in office, sent to treat with the enemy concern- 
ing the redemption of the prisoners. But the Gauls, in 
defiance of the laws of nations, killed the messengers. 
The Romans, being greatly enraged by an action so per- 
fidious, raise a numerous army, and march immediately 
into Gaul. The Senones advance against them, bat are 
defeated in a set engagement. The greater part of them 
were destroyed in the action; and the Romans, having 
forced the rest to leave their habitations, seized the country 
into their hands. This was the part of Gaul to which 
they, for the first time, sent a colony; and built a city 
which was called Sena, from the name of the former inha- 
bitants. We have already spoken of the situation of this 
place; which stands upon the Adriatic coast, in the extre- 
mity of those plains that are watered by the Po. 

The extirpation of the Senones alarmed the Boian Gauls 
with apprehensions of being next involved" in the same 
destruction. They, therefore, drew together all their forces ; 
and having prevailed on the Tyrrhenians also to assist 
them, they marched out and engaged the Romans, near 
the lake called Vadimon ; but the greater part of the 
Tyrrhenians were killed in the action, and a small number 
only of the Boians saved themselves by flight. Notwith- 
standing this ill success, they joined their forces again to- 
gether in the following year; armed all the youth that 
were of sufficient age ; and ventured on a second battle. 
But their defeat was so entire, that, in spite of all their ob- 
stinacy and reluctance, they were forced to sue for peace, 
and accept conditions from the Romans. These trans- 
actions happened three years before Pyrrhus invaded Italy, 
and five years before the memorable overthrow of the Gauls 
at Delphi. For Fortune, about this time, seemed to have 
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infected all die Gallic natiofis with a spirit of war, which 
proved every where fetal to them. . 

The Romans derived two advantages of very great im- 
portance from these wars* For first, as they had so often 
been defeated by the Gauls, they had nothing left, other to 
apprehend or suffer, more dreadful than that which they 
bad before experienced; so that in all their contests against 
Pyrrhus they performed the part of skilful and well-prac- 
tised combatants. The other advantage was, that having 
given a timely check to the ambition and the restless spirit 
of the Gauls, they bad afterwards full leisure to join all 
their forces, and employ the whole strength of the republic, 
first against Pyrrhus, when he invaded their dominions* 
and afterwards against the Carthaginians in the war of 
Sicily. 

During forty-five years after their last defeat, the Gauls 
punctually observed the conditions of the peace, and gave 
no disturbance to the Romans. But when those who had 
beheld the past calamities had, in the course of time* left 
the world, the race of young men that succeeded in their 
place, being hot and violent in their disposition, unused to 
hardships, and unpractised in misfortunes, began, as it na- 
turally happens in such circumstances, to sow the seeds of 
fresh, commotions* They took up matter of offence against 
the Romans upon the slightest pretexts; and engaged the 
Gauls that lived beyond the Alps to assist them with their 
forces. But as this design had been concerted privately 
between the chiefs alone, without the approbation or the 
knowledge of the multitude, the Transalpine Gauls no 
sooner were advanced as far as Ariminum with their army,. 
than the people among the Boians, having conceived a 
jealousy of their intentions, rose tumultously against their 
chiefs, killed their two kings, Galatus and Ates, and op- 
posed the march of the strangers, engaging them in a set 
battle, in which great slaughter ensued on both sides. The 
Romans, alarmed by the first account of this invasion, had 
ordered the legions to take the field ; but when they heard 
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that the Gauls had thus defeated and destroyed each other, 
they returned back again with their forces. 

Five years after this event, in the consulship of M. Le- 
pidus, the lands of Picenum, from whence the Senones had 
been often driven out, were divided among the Romans by 
lot, in consequence of a law proposed for that purpose by 
Flaminius, in favour of the people. But this measure, as 
it proved afterwards one of the chief causes of the corrup- 
tion of the Roman manners, was also the occasion of the 
wars that now followed with^the Gauls. For all that people 
in general, and especially the Boians, who lay nearest to 
the Roman borders, conceived great jealousy from this 
proceeding; which seemed plainly to declare, that the de- 
sign of the Romans was not so much to extend their con- 
quests, and reduce them to pay obedience to their laws, aa 
utterly to exterminate and destroy them. The Boians, 
therefore, and the Insubrians, the most Numerous and 
powerful of all these nations, agreed to unite their forces; 
and sent ambassadors also to the Gauls who lived upon the 
Alps, and along the Rhone. These were called GaesatSB, 
because their custom was, to serve in armies for a certain 
hire; for this is what the name imports. The ambassadors 
gave large sums of gold to the two kings, Concolitanus and 
Aneroestus, in order to gain them to their party, and ex- 
rite them to a war against the Romans, They set before 
their eyes the wealth and flourishing condition of that em- 
pire, aqd the immense treasures which must accrue from 
the conquest of so great and powerful a people. They 
promised, that themselves would bear an equal part in all 
the dangers of the war. They reminded them of those 
great exploits which their ancestors had performed against 
the same people. That they not only had defeated them 
in battle, but had taken Rome itself upon the first assault, 
and obtained all the riches of the place. And that when 
they had kept possession of the city during seven whole 
months, in mere grace and favour they restored it to the 
Romans, and returned back again to their country safe and 
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unhurt, and loaded with spoil of every kind. This dis- 
course excited in the minds of all the chiefs so great an ea- 
gerness and impatience for the war, that they soon drew 
together an army, which, in the number of the troops, as 
well as from the bravery and distinguished characters of 
N the men who served among them, far exceeded any that 
ever had been known in former times to march from this 
part of Gaul. 

The Romans, having been informed in part of these 
preparations, and partly conjecturing what would happen, 
were seized with no small consternation. They used all 
diligence in raising troops ; filled their magazines with pro- 
visions, and other necessary stores, and often led their 
forces to the frontiers of their country, as if the Gauls 
already were arrived, when they had not even yet begun 
their march. 

In the mean while, these commotions afforded fall time 
and leisure to the Carthaginians to extend their conquests, 
and to secure the acquisitions which they had gained in 
Spain. For the Romans were forced, as we have. said, 
.to neglect that country till they had first reduced an enemy, 
who alarmed them with the apprehensions of a nearer 
.danger, and hung close upon their very borders. They, 
therefore, were content with having set some bounds to the 
progress of the Carthaginians, by the treaty that was made 
with Asdrubal ; and, as the circumstances of the times re- 
quired, turned their whole thoughts and care upon the 
present war. 

It was now eight years after the division of the Picenian 
lands, when the Gaesatse passed the Alps with a numerous 
army, completely furnished and equipped, and advanced 
along the Po. They were joined by the Boians and Insu- 
brians, who persisted firmly in their first design. But the 
Venetians and the Cenomans, having been, gained by some 
ambassadors that were deputed to them, had made an alli- 
ance with the Romans. The Gauls, therefore, were 
obliged to leave a part of their forces behind them in the 
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country, to keep those, nation* tinder due restraint; 
the rest continued their route towards Tyrrhenia. Their 
numbers were, fifty thousand foot, and twenty thousand 
horse and chariots* 

As soon as the Romans were informed that the Gauls 
had passed the Alps, they sent away the consul L. iEmilius 
with an army to Ariminum, to oppose the entrance of the 
enemy on that side. One of the praetors was sent to 
command in Tyrrhenia: for C. Atilius, the other consul, 
had sailed with some forces to Sardinia some time before. 
The people all were under the greatest consternation, and 
dreaded every thing that was terrible and fetal. Nor were 
these fears unreasonable. What they had formerly suf- 
fered from the Gauls * were always present to their minds. 
In apprehension of the same misfortune, they make haste 
to draw together their troops, and raise new levies: said 
notice to their allies, to be in readiness to join them ; and 
order public enrolments to be made of all the men in their 
dominions that were of age to bear arms. They resolved 
that the armies of the consuls should be composed of the 
choicest and th& most considerable part of all their forces. 
Their magazines were filled with corn, and furnished with 
all kinds of military stores, in much greater abundance 
than had been ever known before. All manner of sop- 
plies were readily sent in from every quarter. For the 
alarm had spread through all the states of Italy, and filled 
all the inhabitants with terror. They no longer considered 
themselves as allies, .that were invited to sustain the Roman 
cause; or thought that this invasion was designed against 
the power of that republic only: bat rather regarded the 
Gauls as their common enemies; whose approach por- 
tended the last destruction to themselves, their towns, and 
all their territories. They complied, therefore, with the 
greatest cheerfulness with every thing that was desired or 
exacted from them. * 

But we shall here pause .awhile, to give a more minute 
detail of the strength. and preparations of the Romans, 
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and of the numbers of their troops. For from hence we 
shall be able to discern with truth, what was the condition 
of this republic, when Annibal had the boldness to invade 
it : and what the forces, which that general not only dared 
to encounter in the field, but also gained such eminent 
advantages against them, as threw the Romans into very 
desperate circumstances. 

The armies that were under the command of the con- 
suls, consisted of four Roman legions, each of which 
contained five thousand and two hundred foot, and three 
hundred horse; besides the troops of the allies, which 
amounted to thirty thousand foot, and two thousand horse. 
The Sabines and Tyrrhenians had raised for the present 
exigency above fifty thousand foot, and four thousand 
^orse, which were stationed upon the frontiers of Tyrrhe- 
nian under the conduct of a praetor. Twenty thousand 
Umbrians and Sarsinates came also from the Apennines; 
together with an equal number of Cenomans and Vene- 
tians. These were posted upon the Gallic borders, with 
design to make incursions into the territory of the Boians, 
and constrain that people to return again, and defend their 
awn country. Such were the forces that were disposed 
upon the frontiers. They had also drawn together an 
army in the neighbourhood of Rome, to cover the city 
from surprise, and to be held in readiness against all 
accidents. It consisted of twenty thousand Roman foot, 
and fifteen hundred horse; besides thirty thousand foot, 
and two thousand horse, from the allies. The numbers 
that were severally enrolled in the public registers were 
as follows. Among the Latins, eighty thousand foot, and 
five thousand horse. Among the Samnites, seventy thou- 
sand foot, and seven thousand horse. . The Iapygians and 
Mesapygians sent the names of fifty thousand foot, and 
sixteen thousand horse: the Lucanians, thirty thousand 
foot, and three thousand horse. 'The Marsians, Mara- 
dniana, Ferentinians, and Vestinians, brought twenty 
thousand foot, and four thousand horse. In Sicily, and 
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»t Tarentum, there were also two legions ; each of which 
Consisted of four thousand and two hundred foot, with two 
hundred horse. The numbers of the Romans and Cam- 
paniaps, enrolled together, were two hundred and fifty 
thousand foot, and twenty-three thousand horse. Thus 
the armies that were disposed abroad, upon the frontiers 
consisted of near a hundred and fifty, thousand foot, with 
about seven thousand horse. And the entire npmbers of 
those that w?re capable of bearing arms, both among the 
Romans and their allies, were seven hundred thousand 
foot, and seventy thousand horse. Such were the forces of 
this republic, when Annibal had the boldness to penetrate 
into the very heart of Italy, with an army which scarcely 
equalled. twenty thousand men. But this is a point, which 
we shall be able to shew in a clearer light, in the sub- 
sequent parts of this history. 

The Gauls, having entered Tyrrhenja, wasted all the 
country without resistance; and at last directed their 
march towards Rome. But when they had advanced as 
far as Chisium, which is about three days' journey distant 
from the. city, ti$ey were informed, that the army, which 
had at first been posted upon the frontiers of Tyrrhenia, 
was following close behind, and ready to overtake them. 
They therefore directed their route back again in haste, 
with a design to meet and engage them. The two armies 
arrived in sight about the time of sunset, and encamped 
at a moderate distance from each other. But when night 
came on, the Gauls, having lighted all their fires, and left 
the cavalry behind them in the camp, with orders, that 
whan they had just shewn themselves to the enemy in the 
morning, they should immediately pursue the route which 
they were going to take, retreated unperceived to Frnsula, 
and there encamped; designing to receive their horse as 
they came up, and to fall suddenly from thence upon the 
Romans. As soon as it was day, the Romans, perceiving 
that the cavalry alone was left in sight, persuaded them- 
selves that thj? Gauls had already fled ; and began to follow 
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in all haste along the road by which thfe horse now 
tetreated. But as soon as they approached the taain body 
of the enemy, the Gauls suddenly appeared, and fell upon 
them. The action was for some time wartn arid obstinate. 
But the Gauls, superior both in bravery and numbers, at 
last obtained the victory. Six thousand Romans were 
destroyed in the place : the rest escaped by flight. The 
greater part of these, having gained a neighbouring 
eriiinence, seated themselves upon it. The Gauls at first 
designed t6 attack them immediately in this post. But as 
they had been much exhausted and fatigued by the march 
which they had made the night before, and were impatient 
to take some refreshment and repose, they placed a part 
of their cavalry only round the hill, and resolved to force it 
In the morning, in case that the Romans should then 
refuse to surrender at discretion. 

It happened, that Lucius iEmilius, who was ttt first 
encamped on the side of the Adriatic sea, but had hastened 
his inarch froiii thence, upon the nefrg that the Gauls had 
taken their route through Tyrrhenia, and were advanced 
Almost to "Rome, arrived now most fortunately ito thievery 
moment when his assistance was chiefly wanted, tod fixed 
his camjy at a stoall distance only from the enemy;- The 
'Romans that had saved themselves upon the hilly htivtog 
perceived his fires, and gues$ihg the occasion of them, 
resumed their courage, aild sent some men unarmed, in 
the night, through the forest, to acquaint the consul with 
what had happened to thefn. JEmilius, finding that there 
was no tirfie left to deliberate, immediately began his march 
towards the hill, at the head of alt the cavalry ; having 
commanded the tribunes to follow with the infentry at 
brealf of day. The Gauls, on their part, also perceived 
the fires, and conjecturing that the enemy was near, called 
together a council of their chiefs. In this assembly Ane- 
roestus, one of the kings, observed to them, " that as they 
had gained so immense a booty, both in slaves, and cattle, 
and spoil of every kind, it seemed to be by no means 
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prudent to venture on a battle, which must expose them 
to the danger of being stripped of all ; that they rather 
should resolve, to return again directly to their country, 
while there was yet time to retreat with safety : and that, 
when they had lightened the army of its treasure, they 
might. again take the field, if it should then be thought 
expedient, and renew the war against the Romans/' 
These sentiments .were readily embraced by all. They 
decamped therefore, before break of day, and took their 
roate back. again through Tyrrhenian marching along the 
coast. . The consul Lucius, though he had increased his 
army with the. troops *tbat were saved upon the hill, was 
unwilling to venture pn a set engagement; and rather 
chose to follow close upon the enemy, with design to seize 
such opportunities as chance should offer for attacking 
them with some advantage, and recovering part of the 
booty. 

At this very time, Atilios, the other consul, returning 
from, Sardinia* had disembarked his troops at Pisae, and 
was marching towards Rome, by a route directly opposite 
to that, which the Gauls had taken. The latter had now. 
almost reached the town of Telamon, upon the coast of 
Tyrrhenian when some of their foragers were met by the 
foremost of the Roman troops : and being carried pri- 
soners to the consul, and examined by him, they informed 
him of all that hud. been transacted, and of the approach 
of both the armies: that the Gauls were extremely near; 
and JSmilius following (close behind them. The consul 
was surprised at an event so strange, and greatly overjoyed 
to find, that he had fallen thus happily upon the enemy, 
and inclosed them between two armies* He commanded 
the. tribunes to draw up the troops in battle; to extend 
their front as much as the nature of the ground would 
sufier, without disturbing the order of their march; and 
to move slowly towards the enemy. And having observed 
an eminence that overlooked the road along which the 
Gauls must necessarily pass, he made haste, at the head of 

k2 



132 THE GENERAL HISTORY book ii. 

all the cavalry, to seize that post; in the hope, that by 
being the first to begin the action, he should secure to 
himself the chief honour of the victory. The Gauls, who 
as yet were ignorant of the arrival of Atilius, and imagined 
only that the other consul had stretched his march before 
them in the night, in order to possess himself of all the 
advantageous posts, detached their cavalry, together with 
a part of their light-armed troops, to force the Romans 
from the hill. But being soon acquainted with the truth, 
by one of the prisoners that were taken, they immediately 
ranged their infantry in order of battle : and that their 
disposition might be suited to the present exigency, they 
gave to their whole army a double front; that thus they 
might be able to sustain at once the attack of those that 
were coming upon them from behind, and of those whom 
they now likewise knew to be advancing in front against 
them. 

Though iEmilius had been before informed, that these 
legions had arrived at Pis®, he had conceived no kind of 
expectation that they were yet so near. But being now 
assured of their approach by what passed upon the hill, he 
presently sent away his cavalry to the place, to assist the 
combatants : and having also ranged his infantry in order 
of battle after the usual manner, he advanced against the 
enemy. 

Among the Gauls, the Gaesates, and after them the 
Insubrians, composed the front behind, that was turned 
towards iEmilius. The Taurisci and the Boians formed 
the opposite front, and stood ready to receive the attack of 
Atilius and his legions. The chariots were placed in the 
extremity of either wing. The plunder had been all 
removed to a neighbouring hill, and a detachment, was 
left to guard it. The army, being thus formed in double 
front, was not only terrible to behold, but very proper also 
for action. The Boians and Insubrians wore the breeches 
of their country, and were covered with light military 
vests. But the Gaesatae, who were both vain and fearless, 
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being apprehensive that the bushes which grew upon the 
place might be entangled in their habits, and obstruct 
their motions, threw away all covering, and keeping their 
arms only, presented themselves naked to the enemy. 
The fight was begun by the horse upon the hill, in the 
clear view of all the armies. For the numbers that were 
engaged were very great; the whole cavalry having run 
together in promiscuous crowds from all sides to the 
combat. In this action, the consul Caius, while he ad- 
vanced without sufficient caution too far among the enemy, 
lost his life; and his head was carried to the Gallic kings. 
The Romans, however, maintained the fight with so much 
firmness, that they gained at last a perfect victory, and 
kept entire possession of their post. 

The infantry now approached each other: offering to 
view a spectacle, which must needs appear most strange 
and singular, I do not say to those done that Were present 
at it, but to all who can at this time form in their minds a 
distinct conception of the scene. For certainly an engage- 
ment between three different armies at once must strike 
with many circumstances, which are wholly different from 
those of other combats, both in the appearance, and in the 
course of action. Nor is it easy even now to determine, 
whether the advantages, which the Gauls derived from 
this disposition of their forces, were dot greater than the 
danger to which they were exposed. For though they 
were attacked on both sides, yet as their army was formed 
with a double front, they were not only able to oppose 
both enemies at once, but also mutually to protect and 
cover each other from any attack behind. But the chief 
advantage was, and which is indeed peculiar to this kind 
of disposition, that there was no place or room for flight, 
nor any hopes of safety but in victory. 

The Romans were elated with no small joy, when they 
saw that they had thus . inclosed the enemy as in a snare. 
But on the other hand, the appearance of the Gallic 
forces, and the unusual noise with which they advanced to 
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action, struck them with great amazement. For, besides 
their horns and trumpets, the number of which was almost 
infinite, the whole army broke together into such loud and 
continued cries, that the neighbouring places every where 
resounded, and seemed to join their voices with the shouts 
and clamour of the instruments and soldiers. The very 
looks and motions also of the Gauls, that stood naked in 
the front, and were distinguished by their comeliness and 
strength, greatly increased the terror. In the foremost 
ranks, the combatants were all adorned with chains of 
gfcld about their necks and hands. The Romans fixed 
their eyes with eagerness upon these; and if the appearance 
of the .enemy disheartened them with feat*, the prospect of 
so rich a spoil served only td inflame their courage. 

The light-armed forces of the Romans, advancing first, 
as their custom is, to the front of all the army, began the 
fight by discharging a close and formidable . shower of 
darts and javelins. The Gauls that were in : the nlnks 
behind were in part secured against these weapons by 
their breeches, and their military vests. But those that 
stood naked in the front were thrown into great disorder 
and confusion, by an attack which they had not at all 
expected, and which they knew -not how to obviate or 
resist. For the Gallic buckler was too small to' cover 
them : and as their bodies were also fcaked, and of the 
largest size, the javelins that were thrown made their 
entrance more effectually, and in greater numbers* To 
tarn, the attack against these men was a' thing impossible, 
by reason of the distance from whence they fought. Nor 
was it easy to force their way through so thick a storm of 
darts. In this perplexed and wretched situation, some of 
them, being reduced at last to a state of senseless rage atod 
madness, threw themselves among the eneipy, and rushed 
voluntarily upon death: while the rest feH back upon 
their friends; treading down the ranks behind them, and 
exhibiting in their faces all the marks of consternation and 
extreme dismay. Thus the fierce and daring spirit of the 
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Gaesatae was effectually checked and rendered useless, even 
in the first onset by the Roman javelins. 

The Romans, having made the signal for their light* 
armed forces to retire moved forwards with the legions. 
Against these, the Insubrians, Boians, and Taurisci, suc- 
ceeded to the %ht; and sustained it with the greatest ob- 
stinacy. Though closely pressed, and most dreadfully 
wpu&ded* yet 6tjU they maintained their ground, and re- 
sisted with amazing fprce. Nor were they in pny poinj 
inferior to the Romans, except in the advantage of £hc£r 
weapons* Fpr as the Qallis buckler was of a smaller size, 
43 their swords likewise were formed to strike only with 
the edge j whereas the Roman swords were made both tq 
puslfe and strike., But whep the hqrse came pouring dowq 
npoo them from the hill, and attacked their flanks the 
.victory was . soon determined* The infantry were slaugh- 
tered in. their ranks, while the cavalry precipitately fled, 
Forty thousand. Gaqls were slain ; and ten thousand tafcen 
prisoners. Among the lait was Concolitaijii^, one of tfreir 
kings* The Qther king, Aneroestus, escaped wi^h a few 
attendants t& a neighbouring place; and {her? killed him- 
sdfc wi& hi*, companions. The consul, having collected 
together ,^1 fa$ %poiI, spnt it away to Home, and restored 
the p}umfor to the .people from whom it had b$cn taken* 
He then led his #r#iy through Liguria into the Boian tpr* 
ritory : and having satiated his soldiers with the plunder 
of the country, he returned to Rome within a few day? 
afterwards, and hung up in thecapitol the staptfards, brace- 
lets, and golden collars. The rest of the $poil, togetbfu? 
with the prisoners, was reserved to adorn his triumph. 
Such was the frtal end of this invasion ; which ha4 
threatened, ruin and extreme destruction to all the states of 
Italy, and especially to the Romans. 
- The Romans, elated, by a, victory so signal and complete 
were persuaded, that ibey should now be abl? to drivp th$ 
Gauls entirely out of ail the conntry round the Po, They 
make great preparations, and baying raised a nu^ero^ 
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army, send it away under the command of the new consuls, 
Quintus Fulvius and Titus Manlius. The Boians were 
terrified by their approach, and surrendered at discretion. 
But by reason of the rains that fell afterwards in great 
abundance, and because a dreadful pestilence raged also in 
the Roman camp, the rest of the season passed over with- 
out any action. 

~ The consuls of the following year, P. Furius and C. 
Flaminius, led the army a second time into Gaul, through 
the country of the Anamares, who were situated at no 
great distance from Massilia: and having first gained that 
people to their alliance, they advanced into the territory 
of the Insubrians, near the place where the Addua falls 
into the Po. But because they had suffered greatly from 
the enenjy, both as they passed the river, and while they 
were employed in their encampment, they were forced to 
remain for some time quiet without attempting any thing; 
and afterwards made a treaty with the Insubrians, by which 
they consented to leave the country. But when they bad 
marched for some days round the borders of the province, 
they passed the river Clusius, and came into the district of 
the Ananes their allies : and having increased their army 
with the forces of the country, they again invaded the In- 
subrians, on the other side towards the Alps, and spread 
fire and devastation over all their lands and villages. 
When the Insubrians saw, that the Romans were thus de- 
termined in their hatred, and not likely to be moved from 
their designs against them, they resolved to try the fortune 
of a general engagement. Having iherefore brought to- 
gether all their military ensigns, and among the rest, the 
golden standards from the temple of Minerva, which were 
called the Immoveable, and having raised an army of full 
fifty thousand men, and furnished it with every kind of 
necessary stores, they marched in terrible array, as if as- 
sured of victory, and encamped before the enemy. 

As the Romans were much inferior in their numbers, 
they at first designed to take the assistance of the Gallic 
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troops, that were with them in the camp. But when they 
had considered on the other hand, that this people all were 
noted for their fraud and perfidy, and that the present con- 
test was against an enemy of the same race and nation, h 
seemed most prudent not to trust them in so critical and 
dangerous a conjuncture. They forced them therefore to 
pass the river, and broke all the bridges, keeping their 
own army still on this side. By this precaution, they not 
only were secure against all treason from the Gauls, but 
laid their own troops also under the necessity of sustaining 
the battle bravely; to the last. For as they had now a 
river in the rear that was not fordable, there were no hopes 
of safety for them but in victory. When this was done, 
they made the necessary dispositions for the engagement. 

Upon this occasion, the Romans used a very wise and 
sensible expedient,* which was first suggested by the tri- 
bunes, who also instructed all the army, and every soldier 
in particular, in the manner in which it should be prac- 
tised. They had remarked in all their former combats, 
that the Gauls were always fierce, impetuous, and very 
formidable, in their first attack : but that their swords were 
such as could make but one single stroke ; by the force of 
which they were so bent and twisted, that unless the soldiers 
could have leisure to rest them upon the ground, and with 
the assistance of their feet recover them to their former 
shape, the second stroke was wholly without effect. They 
took, therefore, the pikes from the triarii, that were in the 
last line of the army, and distributed them among the co- 
horts of the first : with orders, that they should begin the 
attack with these, and afterwards use their swords. They 
then advanced in order of battle against the front of the 
enemy. The Gauls, by making their first stroke upon the 
pikes, rendered their swords unfit for any farther use. 
The Romans then ran forwards with their swords, and 
pressing close upon them, deprived them even of the power 
of attempting any second stroke. For as the Gallic swords 
were only formed to give a falling blow, a certain distance 
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was always necessary for that purpose. But the Romans, 
who were armed with swords that were sharpened at the 
point, were able to direct their thrusts against the breasts 
and faces of the enemy, and gave ^ound after wound withr 
out remission, so that the greater part of all this numerou? 
army was- at last destroy ed upon the place* 

As the success in this, engagement was, chiefly to be 
ascribed to the ppdent foresight of thg tribune* so, on the 
other handy the conduct of the consul Flaminius seems to 
deserve some censure. For, by having ranged hi* troop* 
in battle upon the very banks of the river, a© that there 
wa» no space left sufficient for the cohorts to retreat* be 
deprived the Romans of one advantage, of which they 
make great use in all their combats. Xf the enemy .had 
gained but the least ground upon them in the action, the 
whole aymy must have been pushed/ into the river. But 
the courage and dexterity of the Romans saved them from 
this disgrace, and carried the victory to their side, in, the 
manner which we have now described* They then returned 
back to Rome, loaded with various spoils, and with j?iqb 
booty of every kind in great abundance, 

After this defeat, the Gauls sued for peace, and offered 
to. submit to any conditions. But the consuls of the fol- 
lowing year, M. Claudius and Cn. Cornelius, prevailed to 
have all thoughts of peace rejected* The Qauls, being 
thus disappointed in, their hopes, resolved to make % last 
and desperate effort. They se'nt a second time to the 
Gaesatak; and having hired a body of their troops, to the 
amount of thirty thousand men, they .kept themselves in 
readiness, and waited for the arrival of the Romans. In 
the beginning of the spring, the consuls led the army into 
the Insubrian territory, and encamped before Acerra* 
which stood between the Alps and the river Po. Aft they 
had secured, upon their first arrival, all the advantageous 
posts, the Gauls .were unable to throw any relief into, the 
place. But, in order to force the Romans to raise the 
siege, they sent a put of their army into the country of 
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the Ananes, beyond the Po, and laid siege to a town that 
was called Clastidium* As soon as the Romans heard pf 
this attempt, the consul Claudius, taking with him the 
cavalry, together with- a part also of the legions, marched 
in all haste to succour the besieged. The Gauls, being 
informed of their approach) raise the siege, and advance 
in order of battle against the enemy. When they came 
in sight, the Roman horse flew briskly to the • charge. 
The Gauls for some time sustained their fury* hut being 
afterwards surrounded by them, and attacked at once both 
in flank and rear, they were at last completely routed by 
the cavalry alone, and forced • to fly in great disorder. 
Many of them were pushed into the river, and perished* in 
the stream: but the greater part were destroyed by the 
enemy in the place. 

After this action, the Rinnans became masters of Acerrse, 
and of all the stores that were laid up in it in vary great 
quantity. For the Gauls bad fled in haste to Mediolanum, 
the chief city of the Insubrians* Cornelius followed after 
them without delay, and presented himself before the town. 
The Gauls lay quiet and attempted nothing; But when 
the Roman* had begun their march back again towards 
Acerrae; they thai sallied out, and falling suddenly upon 
•their rear, killed a great, number of them, and forced some 
to fly* But the consul, having, ordered the advanoed 
bodies of the army to return, encouraged them- to stand, 
and Tepel the efforts of the enemy. The fight now grew 
warm and obstinate. For the Gaul*, emboldened by their 
fir$t success, for $ome time maintained their ground- with 
firmness. At last, however, they were entirely broken and 
defeated, and obliged to -fly* towards the mountains. Coc- 
neiios pursued closely after them; plundered all the 
country; and took Mediolanum by storm • After these 
great losses* the chiefs of the Insubrians, despairing of «Ay 
further means of safety, submitted their country and them- 
selves to the Romans at discretion. 

Such was the end of the Gallic wars: which, if we 
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regard only the daring spirit and undaunted bravery of 
the combatants, the forces that were brought into the 
field, the battles that were fought, and the numbers that 
fell in those engagements, must certainly appear as great 
and formidable as any that are known in history. But, 
on the other hand, if we reflect upon the rashness, with 
which these expeditions were projected, or the absurd and 
senseless conduct, by which they severally were carried 
into execution, nothing will be foubd more trifling or 
contemptible. For the Gauls, I do hot say most fre- 
quently, but even in every thing that they attempt, are 
hurried headlong by their passions, and never submit to the 
rule of reason. From hence it happened, that in a short time 
they were, dispossessed of all the plains that are watered 
by the Po; some few places only, at the foot of the Alps, 
excepted. I thought it necessary, therefore, to give some 
account of the conduct and the fortunes of this people, 
from their first settlement in the country, to the time of 
their final exclusion from it. Such incidents very properly 
belong to history; and well deserve to be transmitted to 
all future times. For from these, posterity may learn, 
what little cause there is to dread the rash and sudden 
expeditions of any of these barbarous tribes: and in how 
short a time their strongest forces may be dissipated, by 
those who are determined bravely to resist, and to struggle 
even to the latest hope, rather than be deprived of their 
just and natural rights. I am persuaded, that what histo- 
rians have recorded of the expedition of the Persians into 
Greece, and of the defeat of the Gauls at Delphi, has 
served greatly to confirm and animate the Greeks, in the 
contests which^they so often have sustained in defence of 
their common liberty. For whoever revolves in his mind 
the wonderful transactions of those times, and considers 
the vastness of the preparations, the bravery of the armies, 
-and the almost infinite number of the forces, which were 
all vanquished and dispersed by the superior conduct of 
those troops, who were able to oppose sense to violence, 
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and skill to rashness, will easily be assured, that no provi- 
sion of arms or stores, no forces however numerous, can 
strike so great a terror into men that are brave and reso- 
lute, as to force them to abandon all thoughts of safety, or 
ever part. with the hope of being able to defend their 
country. With regard to the Gauls especially, their 
armies, even within these later times, have often spread 
the alarm among the states of Greece. And this was still 
a farther motive, by which I was inclined to give a short 
account of the events that happened among this people, 
even from the earliest period of their history. We now 
return to the place from whence we made this digression. 



CHAP. III. 

1HE Carthaginian general Asdrubal, when he had now 
for eight years governed the affairs of Spain, and in the 
course of his administration greatly enlarged the sway of 
his republic, not so much by force of arms, as by his 
address, and dexterous management of the princes of the 
country, was one night murdered in his tent by a certain 
Gaul, in resentment of some private injuries. Annibal was 
at this time young: yet, because in all his actions he had 
shewn great proofs of courage and capacity, the Carthagi- 
nians bestowed upon him the command of the army. He 
was no sooner invested with this charge, than it was clear 
to all who observed his conduct, that his intention was to 
make war upon the Romans ; as indeed it happened not 
long afterwards. From this time therefore, suspicions, 
mutual jealousies, and complaints, began to break out 
between the two republics. The Carthaginians, stung by 
the disgrace and losses which they had sustained in Sicily, 
looked earnestly for some occasion to revenge themselves 
upon their enemies. The Romans, on the other hand, 
watched all their motions, suspected their designs, and 
kept themselves upon their guard against them. When 
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such were the sentiments on both tide*, it was manifest to 
all men of judgment, that a war must s&m ensue. 
- About this time the war commenced in Greece! in which 
the Achaeans, in conjunction with king Philip and the rest 
of the allies, were engaged against the i/Etolians. This was 
called the Social wan 

•-We have hitherto been employed in giving such an 
abstract of the chief transactions both in Sicily and Afric, 
and of those events that were connected with them, as was 
agreeable to the design of these preliminary books. And 
thus we are arrived at that point of time, from whence we 
proposed to begin our history : the commencement of the 
second war between the Carthaginians and the Romans, 
which is usually called the war of Annibal, and the Social 
war now mentioned. But before we engage in the descrip- 
tion of -these wars, we shall give alio some account of the 
affairs of Greece which preceded this period : that our in- 
troduction may be complete, and the way be opened to 
every part of the history that follows* For as my design 
Is not to write the' annals of any particular country, to 
delate the affairs of Persia only or of Greece, as former 
historians have done, but to include in one general history 
all the known parts of the earth; a design, in which I was 
encouraged to engage by many circumstances that are 
peculiar to the present times, and which will more fully be 
explained hereafter; it seems necessary, that we first 
should take a short review of the past fortunes and condition 
of those states and countries that are chiefly celebrated in 
the world. 

With regard indeed to the people of Asia, and to those 
of Egypt* there is no need to look back beyond the times 
which we have just now mentioned. For the events that 
happened among them in a former age, have already been 
recorded by many writers, and are sufficiently known to 
all. Nor have they suffered, in these latter times, any 
change or revolution of so. great importance, as might 
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make it necessary to recount any of tbote actions that pre* 
ceded. Bat we shall trace from a period more' remote the 
fortunes of the royal house of Macetton, and those of the 
Achaean republic: the first- of which/ within the course 
even of our own times, has fallen to ruin; and the latter 
grown to an amazing height of power, through the consent 
and harmony of its several parts. For though great pains 
were formerly employed to engage the cities of Pelopon- 
nesus into this confederacy, yet the labour was without 
effect. The interests, or the ambition, of particular states 
still influenced -all their actions : and stifled their attention 
to the common liberty. But in these days, their union is 
so entire and perfect, that they are not only joined together 
in bonds of friendship and alliance, but -even make use of 
tbe^same laws, the same weights, coins, and measures, -the 
Attire magistrates; counsellors, and judges: ao that them* 
habitants of tins whole tract of Greece seem in all respects 
to form but one single city, except only that' they are not 
inclosed within the circuit of the same walls. In every 
other point, both through the whole republic, and in ever^ 
separate state, we find the most exact reserriblance and 

conformity* 

•- Let' us first enquire then, by what means the name of 
Achaeans came to be so generally received in all the parts 
of Peloponnesus; since those to whom this appellation 
Originally belonged Were far from being superior to - the 
test, either in the number of their cities, the extent or 
wealth of their territory, or the courage of their people. 
For both the Spartans and Arcadians are far more nume- 
rous, as well as in possession of a much larger- tract of 
country ; and in all the acts of valour and martial prowess, 
they are well known to be inferior to none of the states of 
Greece. From whence then has it happened, that not the 
people *f these countries only, but all the rest of the in* 
habitants of Peloponnesus, are so well pleased to receive, 
not only their laws and form of government, but their 
very name also, from the Achseans ? To ascribe all this to 
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chance is, in a high degree, absurd and foolish. It would 
become us rather to search out some cause, since nothing 
happens without a cause; nor even among those events which 
seem to be the most fortuitous. In my judgment, then, 
this cause is nothing else than that equality and liberty, in a 
word, that democratical species of government, which is 
found more just and perfect in its kind among the Actaeans 
than in any other state. This republic was at first com- 
posed of a small part only of the inhabitants only of Pelo- 
ponnesus ; who voluntarily associated themselves into one 
body. But a greater number soon joined themselves to 
these, induced to it by persuasion, and the manifest advan- 
tages of such a union. And some, as opportunities arose, 
were forced into the confederacy, but were soon well satisfied 
with the violence by which they had been compelled to 
embrace so excellent a form of government. For the. new 
citizens were suffered to enjoy all the rights and privileges 
that were permitted to the old. Every thing was equal 
among them all. Thus, by employing the means that 
were of all things most effectual for their purpose, equality 
and gentleness, they soon arrived at the point which they 
had in view. To this we must ascribe the growth and 
strength of the confederacy; and the flourishing condition 
which the people of Peloponnesus have from that time 
enjoyed. 

This form of government was of very ancient date 
among the Achaeans. Of this there are many proofs ; but 
it will be sufficient to mention only one or two. After 
those disorders that happened in the part of Italy that was 
called Great Greece, in which the Pythagoreans were con- 
sumed in fire, together with the house in which they were 
assembled, the whole country was thrown at once into a 
state of anarchy and wild confusion. For the chief men of 
every city had perished in that horrible destruction. The 
towns all were filled with tumult, slaughter, and the most 
dreadful outrages. Upon this occasion, though deputies 
were sent from almost all the states of Greece, to quiet their 
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dissensions, and restore peace among them, the Achaeans 
were the only people upon whose assistance and advice they 
consented to rely. Nor was this the only instance in which 
tfrey shewed {heir approbation of the institutions of this re- 
public* For not long afterwards, they resolved to imitate 
the whole model of their government. In this design the 
people of Croton, Syharis, and Caulonia, associated them- 
selves by mutual agreement into one confederacy) and built 
a temple for holding their common synods and assemblies, 
Inscribing it to Jupiter Homorius. They adopted likewise 
$11 the laws and customs of the Achaeans, and began to 
direct their whole administration by them. But Diooysius 
the Syracusan tyrant, and their barbarous neighbours, who 
were very strong and powerful, in a short time forced them 
to delist from the design. . 

When the Thebans, after the great and unexpected vie* 
tory which they had obtained against the Lacedaemonians* 
in the battle of Leuctra, began, with the surprise of all, to 
lay claim to the sovereignty of Greece* various troubles and 
commotions arose among the people of the country; 
aijd especially between the two contending parties: for 
the one refused to submit as conquered, while the other 
persisted still to claim the victory. In these circumstances 
they at last agreed to yieltf all the points that were in dis- 
pute between them to the sole judgment and decision of 
the ^chseans. Nor was this preference obtained by any 
superiority of strength or power ; for they were at that time 
the least of all the states of Qreece; but was confessedly 
beqtgwed upon that integrity wd love of virtue by which 
they were distinguished above all other people* 

J^t tjhis time, therefore, they were powerful in inclination 
only, atad aot from any real strength. Their government 
had not yet been abje to acquire any considerable increase, 
for want of a chief that was capable of giving full accom- 
plishment to their desigpj. For as often as any appeared 
aqippg them, whose views and conduct were suspected to 
tend th^t way, they were immediately opposed in every 
vox.. I. L 
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enterprise 9 and checked in all their motions, either by 
the Lacedaemonians, or still more frequently by the kings 
of Macedon. But when they had^t last found one, whose 
abilities were equal to the task, they then soon made 
known the inherent excellence and power of their republic,' 
by carrying into execution that vast and glorious project, 
of uniting all the states of Peloponnesus to the body of 
their own confederacy. The first and chief author of this 
union was Aratus the Sicyonian, Philopoemen of Me- 
galopolis, after many struggles, conducted it to its com- 
pletion; and Lycortas, with others who pursued his 
measures, added to it its last firmness and stability. We 
shall take occasion to relate their several, actions, with the 
time and manner in \yhich they were performed, as fully 
and particularly as the design of this history may require. 
We shall, indeed, both now and at all times hereafter, 
touch but lightly on the several parts of the administration 
of Aratus ; because he has left behind him a very faithful 
and clear account of his own transactions. But in all that 
regards the rest, we shall enlarge more copiously, and 
survey their conduct with a nicer care. At present, in 
order to make this whole enquiry more easy to ourselves, 
as well as more intelligible to the reader, we shall look 
back to the time when the Achaeans, after they had been 
broken into separate bodies by the kings of Macedon, first 
formed the resolution of uniting again their several cities 
into one community* For from this beginning their re- 
public gradually enlarged its bounds and power, till it 
arrived at last at that state of perfect greatness in which it 
has been seen to flourish in these latter times. 

It was in the hundred and twenty-fourth Olympiad that 
the Patrians and Dymaeans associated themselves the first 
into this confederacy. In the same Olympiad, Ptolemy, 
the son of Lagus, Lysimachus, Seleucus, and Ptolemy Ce- 
raunus, all died. The state of the Achaeans before this 
time was, in few words, as follows. Tisamenes, the son of 
Orestes, being driven from Sparta upon the return of the 
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Heraclidae, gained possession of Achaia by force, and 
was declared sovereign of the country. His descendants 
reigned after him in natural succession, down to Ogyges. 
But when the children of this prince had ceased to make 
the laws the rule of their administration, and began to 
govern all things by their own arbitrary will, the Acbaeans 
changed the constitution from monarchy to a common- 
wealth. In this state they continued afterwards to the 
times of Alexander ; and though different accidents might 
in some conjunctures introduce a temporary change in 
their affairs, yet, upon the whole, they still preserved the 
form of a genuine democracy. Their republic was com- 
posed of twelve cities ; all of which now exist, except 
Olenus and Helice, which were swallowed by an inun- 
dation of the sea, not long before the battle of Leuctra. 
The names of the twelve were, Patrae, Dyme, Pharse, 
TriUea, Leontium, JEgira, Pellene, iEgium, Bura, Cary- 
nia, Olenus, and Helice. But after the death of Alex- 
ander, this union was dissolved by various contests and 
dissentions that were raised among them, chiefly through 
the arts of the kings of Macedon. Every city was now 
engaged in a separate interest, and no longer acted in 
concert with the whole. The effect of this discord was, 
that some of them received garrisons from Demetrius and 
Cassander, and afterwards from Antigonus Gonatas; and 
some were seized by tyrants; for Antigonus gave both 
establishment and support to a great number of these 
throughout all Greece. But in the hundred and twenty?fourth 
Olympiad, as we have v already mentioned, they saw their 
error, and began to think of returning to their former 
state. This was the time in which Pyrrhus invaded Italy. 
Dyme, Patrae, Pharae, and Tritsea, were at first the only 
cities that agreed to unite themselves again in one com- 
munity; and it is on that account that there is now no 
monument remaining of this new confederacy. About five 
years afterwards, the people of iEgium drove out the 
garrison, and joined their city to the league. Their ex- 

l2 
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ample soon was followed by the, Burians, who killed their 
tyrant, and afterwards by the Carynians also. For when 
Iseas, the tyrant of Carynia, saw that by the management 
of Marcus and the Achseans, the garrison was driven out 
Of iEgium, and the tyrant of the Burians killed, and that 
their forces were preparing to invest his territory upon 
every side, he laid down his royalty, and, having obtained 
a promise of life and safety, associated his city to the 
confederacy. 

Some, perhaps, will be solicitous to know the motives, 
by which I have been led back to this early period. My 
design then was, first, that I might mark precisely the 
time and manner, in which this second confederacy com- 
menced; and what were the cities which laid the first 
foundation of that establishment, which has subsisted eveft 
to the present times: and in the second place, that the 
state and real circumstances of the facts themselves might 
declare the truth of what we have affirmed, concerning the 
genius and the spirit of the Achaean commonwealth. For 
from these it will be evident, that that equality and liberty, 
upon which the republic first was founded, have been the 
chief causes of its great increase. To which we may also 
ad<J> the constancy and unshaken resolution, with which 
they never cease to wage perpetual war against all those 
whb, either by their own power, or with the assistance of 
the neighbouring kings, attempt to force their cities into 
slavery. . Upon these principles, and by this conduct, they 
brought their work to its desired perfection ; using partly 
their Own strength, and partly that of their allies. For all 
the assistance, which they received afterwards from these, 
was applied solely to promote the grand purpose of their 
government. And even after those great exploits, which 
they performed jointly with the Romans, they were not in 
the least ambitious of obtaining any private advantage to 
themselves; nor ever claimed any other reward for 'all 
their services, than the establishment of the common 
liberty, in the union of all the states of Peloponnesus. 
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. * + 

The truth of these remarks will, I say, be confirmed * 
beyond all doubt, by .the recital of the &cts. 

The cities, which we have just now mentioned, remained 
under, this form of government during the course of 
twenty-jive years: in which time, they elected annually 
two praetors, and a common secretary. But afterward*, 
they .chose to place Abe whole administration in one single 
praetor. The £zst .who obtained that honour was Marcus 
of Garynia. Four years after .this prsetorabip, Axatus the 
Sicyonian, though he was then no more than twenty years 
-old, fay his bravery and courage gave liberty to his country, 
and joined it to the Achaean league; for he had always 
greatly admired the. constitution of this republic. Eight 
years afterwards, being himself elected praetor of the 
Achaeans for the second time, he found means to lake 
Acrocorinthus by surprise, in which Antigonus had then a 
garrison* By gaining this important place, he delivered 
fill the people of Peloponnesus from no small appre- 
hensions; restored the Corinthians to their liberty; an4 
engaged them to become a part of the Achaean govern- 
ment* In the course of the same year, he made himself 
roaster of the^ity of Megara b^some secret management, 
and joined it likewise to the confederacy. This was the 
year before the final defeat of the Carthaginians in Sicily ; 
which forced them to abandon all the island, and pay a 
tribute. to the Romans. Thus Aratus, in a short time, 
greatly enlarged the growing power of the Achaeans: and 
ever afterwards, as long as he was employed in the ad- 
ministration of their affairs, his conduct was uniform and 
constant, and never deviated from the points which he had 
at first in view : to drive the Macedonians out of Pelopon* 
nesus; to destroy the tyrants every where; and restore to 
the people* all their natural rights, and that common 
liberty which iheir ancestors had before enjoyed. 

During the life-time of Antigonus Gonatas, it was a 
task of no small difficulty, to resist on one hand the 
intrigues and artful policy of that prince, and the rapa- 

l 3 



150 THE GENERAL HISTORY book ii. 

ciousness and bold ambition of the iEtolians on the other. 
For these two powers had advanced so far together in 
their unjust attempts, that they even formed the project of 
a league, for the entire destruction of the Achaeans. But 
Aratus, by his wisdom and indefatigable pains, effectually 
broke and frustrated the design. 

After the death of this prince, the Achaeans entered into 
a treaty of alliance with the >*Etolians, and assisted them 
in the war against Demetrius. By this compliance all 
past jealousies were removed: and their former enmity 
gave place to confidence and friendship. When Deme- 
trius was also dead, after a reign of ten years only, and 
^about the time in which the Romans first passed into 
IHyria, the Achaeans found this conjuncture to be highly 
favourable to them for advancing their designs. For all 
the tyrants of Peloponnesus were now disheartened, and 
diffident of their future safety. They had lost their master 
and their chief: the sovereign, by whom they were sup- 
ported and maintained in pay. On the other hand Aratus 
urged them close: And shewed his resolution to abolish 
every tyranny. He promised great rewards and honours 
to those that would voluntarily submit: and threatened 
rum and extreme punishment to all such as should refuse. 
By these means they were all engaged to divest themselves 
of the royal power; to restore liberty to their several 
cities; and to unite them to the Achaean league,. Lysiadas, 
the tyrant of Megalopolis, whose wise discernment taught 
him to foresee what would shortly happen, had resigned 
his dignity, and joined his country to the republic, even 
in the life-time of Demetrius. His example was now 
followed by Aristomachus, the tyrant of Argos: and by 
Xeno and Cleonymus, the tyrants of the Hermionians and 
Phliasians. 

The iEtolians, who were by nature rapacious and unjust, 
could not behold .without envy this great increase of the 
Achaean power and strength. They began to flatter them- 
selves with secret hopes of breaking the confederacy and 
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enriching themselves with the spoil. As they had formerly 
shared with Alexander the towns of Acarnania, and had 
afterwards formed the project of dividing also between 
Antigonus Gonatas and themselves the cities of Acbaia, 
they were now persuaded, that it would be no hard task to 
Carry into execution this last, design. With this view, 

,they reserved to concert the matter first in private with 
Antigonus, the guardian of young Philip, and with Cleo- 
menes .king of Lacedaemon, and to demand assistance 
from those princes. . They knew that Antigonus at this 
time governed Macedon in full security; and that he was 
the declared ,and open enemy of the Achaeans, because 

.they had taken AcVpcprinthus from him by surprise. 
Tbey imagined therefore, that if they conld once inspire 
the Lacedaemonians with .the. same;hostile disposition, and 
engage them into this design,; the Achaaans, attacked at 
once on every side as occasion should direct, must neces- 
sarily. sink beneath the, efforts ,of {heir united forces. In 
truth, the prospect of success seemed very fair and^ pro- 
mising. But in concerting this project, one circumstance 

.of great moment was forgot. -For jt never once occurred 
to their reflection, that Aratus was the man, who was to 

.oppose all their measures, and. counteract their, motions: 

. a map, whose abilities were superior to every difficulty. 
Ahd. indeed so effectually did he oppose them, defeating 
all their counsels, and turning their projects to their own 
destruction, that this unjust and unprovoked attack, 
instead of accomplishing any part of that which was 
intended from it, served only to give new life, and vigour 
to the Achaean commonwealth. We shall give a distinct 

-.and clear account of the manner in which the whole was 

> then conducted. ' . ' 

When Aratus saw that the jfitolians were restrained by 
shame from declaring themselves the open enemies of the 

: .Acbaeans, from, whom they had. received great services in 
the war against Demetrius; yet that they were.. acting in 

; private concert with the Lacedaemonians, and had suffered v 
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their jealousy and theftr hatred of the Ach&ans, to carry 
them to such "excess, that When Cieofcnenes bud taken by 
surprise Tegea, Mantinea, arid Ocbbrnenus, which were 
at that time not only in alliance With the j£tolians, but 
associated also to their governments they idiot duly shewed 
no resentment of this insult, but eVen yielded to him «he 
full possession of those cities; when he saw, that a nation, 
whose character it Was to declare war upon the slightest 
pretexts, eVen against thoae from whom they had received 
no wrong, was now on a sudden so much changed, that 
they "not only bore with patience an attack made upon 
them in direct breach of treaties, but were even content to 
give up all their claim to three cities of important, that 
by means of this new strength Cleomenes might be aide to 
'maintain the waT against die Aeheans : when Araifus, 1 
say, and the Tiest of the chiefs of the republic, had fulfy 
considered and debated all these circumstances, the result 
of their deHberations was, that they would not yet tafee 
arms avowedly against any ptiwer, but only hold them- 
selves in readiness to oppose all attempts that should be 
made against them. This was their first determination. 
But some time afterwards, when Cleomenes had built the 
fortress, called Athenaeum, in the Megalopoti&n territory, 
aiid began to feet against them in a hostile manner withoat 
reserve, the Achaeans then called a general council, atod it 
was there resolved, thdt war should be declared against the 
Lacedaemonians. 

Such was the beginning of that which is called the Cleo- 
menifc war. The Achaeans at first designed to employ 
their own proper forces only, in defence of their state and 
country. For it seemed less honourable to owe their 
safety to a foreign army : and they were willing also to 
preserve the friendship of king Ptolemy ; to whom they 
were indebted for many favours ; and who on that account 
thigh t perhaps shew some -resentment, if they now invited 
any other power to their assistance. But as the war began 
to advance fast upon them, and was pressed with equal 
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vigour and dexterity by Cteefflenes* who tad subverted 
the lawfal constitution of hb country, and established a 
tyranny in Sparta* Arams, having carefully weighed tbe 
danger and made due reflection also upon the daring spirit 
add maticioiJK disposition of the ,/Etotians, perceived that 
it was necessary to have recourse in tine to some expe- 
dient, which might divert tbe fatai consequences that were 
in view, in this design, be tamed his eyes towards Anti* 
gonus, whom he knew tote a prince of perfect judgment 
and ^gperience; at all times -ready to make alliances, as 
oecasidn should require; and punctual in observing them 
when made. But he remembered also,- that lungs natu- 
rally bear neither enmity nor friendship towards any ; hot 
are in both determined bv the rule of interest alone. He 
resolved therefore to explain lit targe to Antigonns the 
dangers that would probably arise, even against himself* 
from the present situation of affitirs in Greece ; and endea- 
vour by that mean to draw him from his party, and engage 
him to join his forces with the Achteans. It was requisite, 
however, that he should keep this resolution for some time 
secret. For he knew, that if it should be once discovered, 
Cleomenes and die JSBtolians would employ every art to 
defeat his purpose. He was apprehensive abo, *hat at 
might too much depress the courage of fab countrymen, if 
he should <seem to despair of saving the republic by its own 
genuine forces: and more especially, if he should now 
apply for succour to the Macedonians, whom they always 
had regarded as their enemies. In the conduct -therefore 
of this whole design, he was forced to employ the greatest 
secrecy and eaution; and both to speak and act in a man- 
ner very opposite to his real sentiments. And from hence 
it happens, that many circumstances, which relate to this 
transaction, are omitted in his memoirs. 

When he saw, then, that tbe Ibfegalopolitans were the 
first and greatest sufferers in the war, both because their 
country lay nearest to Lacedsemon, and because the 
Achmsni were themselves too much embarrassed to send 
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the succours to them that were necessary; when he con- 
sidered also* that this people were already favourably dis- 
posed towards the house of Macedon, on account of some 
good offices which they had received from Philip the son 
of Amyntas;. he made no doubt, but that, as soon as. the 
war should become too heavy for their strength, they 
would immediately have recourse to Antigonus and the 
Macedonians. He sent therefore for. Nicophanes and 
Cercidas;; two Megalopolitans, who had. formerly been 
connected .with his family by the ties of hospitality; and 
who by their abilities were very capable of promoting his 
design. To these he privately disclosed his project ; abd, 
through their means, soon afterwards engaged the Megalo- 
politans to .send some deputies to the Achaean States, re- 
questing their permission to invite . Antigonus to their 
f assistance. Nicophanes and Cercidas were themselves 
appointed for the embassy : .and their instructions were, to 
proceed without delay to the. court of Macedon, in case 
: that the Achaeans should approve of the design. ; 

The Achseans yielded their coo sent: and the deputies 
. began their Journey without delay, and were admitted to a 
< conference with the king. . With respect to their own par- 
: ticular country, they spoke in . a few words only, what the 
; occasion seemed barely to require. But they enlarged 
..more copiously upon th.e general situation of affairs in 
Greece; according to the instructions, .which, they .hkd 
i received in private from Aratus. They explained .the views 
of. the /Elolians. and Cleomenes; shewed the tendency of 
: their designs; and .Warned the king of the fatal, conse- 
quences that we.re likely to result finnn; this confederacy. 
For though the . Achaeafes only were most imminently 
threatened, yet the danger must, at Jgst. extend even to 
Antigonus himself. It was clear to. every, judgment, that 
• the Achaeans could not long maintain their ground, against 
•;the efforts of: two $o powerful' enemies.. Nor was. it less 
clear and evideni, that. Cleomenes, and the iEtolians. would 
never.be contented, with the cpnquestof the_ Achaeans only. 
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For such toas the disposition of the iEtolians, that the 
bounds not only of Peloponnesus, but even of Greece 
itself, would be thought too narrow for their rapaciousness 
and wild ambition* And though the whole design and 
purpose of Ckomenes seemed at present to aim at nothing 
more, than the supreme command in Peloponnesus, yet 
when this should be once obtained, there was no room to 
doubt, but that he would immediately enlarge his views, 
and ' endeavour to seize the sovereignty of the rest of 
Greece; at which he could never arrive, but by* the ruin 
of the Macedonian monarchy. They therefore advised 
the king to turn his thoughts upon the future: and to con- 
sider with himself, whether it would not be far more suited 
to his interests, to join his force* with the Achaeans and 
Boeotians, and contend with Cleomenes in Peloponnesus 
for the supreme command of Greece, than, by neglecting 
at this time to save a great and powerful nation, to be 
forced at last to maintain a war in the very heart of Tbes- 
saly, and defend his own proper kingdom, against the 
united forces of the iEtolians and Boeotians, the Lacedae- 
monians and Achaeans. They farther added, that if the 
Italians, softened by the remembrance of the services 
which they had received from the Achaeans in the war 
against Demetrius, should forbear to take arms against 
them, they would themselves stand singly against the efforts 
of Cleomenes, and should want no foreign succours, unless 
the fortune of the war should prove in all points contrary 
to their hopes. But in case that the success should foil to 
answer their endeavours, or the JEtolians declare them- 
selves their enemies, they then earnestly besought Anti- 
gonus, that he would interpose without delay, and give 
safety to. the states of Peloponnesus, while there was yet 
time to save them. . With regard to any terms of caution 
and security, tbey assured the king, that Aratus would take 
care to find such expedients, as should fully satisfy all 
parties: and that. he would send him notice also of the 



156 THE GENERAL HISTORY book ii. 

time, in which it would be seasonable for him to begin bis 
march to iheir assistance. 

Antigonus was convinced that this kind of seasoning 
was perfectly just and solid ; and began to apply his whole 
Attention to the affair* that were before Urn. He sea* 
letters to the Msgalopolitans, assuring them that he mas 
ready to assist them rwith his forces, in case (that the 
Acbseans should approve of tire design. 

When Nicophanes and Cerddas were returned, «d bed 
delivered the letters, and made Report of the favourable 
inclinations of die king) the Megalopolitaos, being greatly 
pleased with their success, sent in all haste to the council of 
the Achaeans, and pressed them to invite Antigonus withr 
out delay, and leave to him the whole conduct of the war. 
Arams likewise, when he had heard in private from Nico- 
phanes of the disposition which the king had shewn with 
respect bothio the Achaeans and himself, was beyond mea* 
sure ifilled with joy. He now perceived, that he had not 
bestowed his pains upon a vain or fruitless project: and 
that Antigonus was by no means so entirely alienated from 
him,. as gheJEtolians had believed. He judged it also to 
be a most happy circumstance, that the Megalopplitans, in 
referring .to Antigonus the care of their affairs, had resolved 
to use the mediation of the Achaean states. For his .first 

• 

wish was, that there might be no want at all of foreign 
succours. But if necessity should force them to have re- 
course to any such assistance, he rather chose, that the ap>» 
(plication should be made by all the states of Achaia, than 
Jby himself. For there seemed to be some cause to fear, 
4hat if Antigonus, when he had first subdued the Lacedae- 
monians and Cleomenes, should engage in any ill designs 
Against the republic of the Acfaaeans; the blame would all 
be imputed to him alone: since all men would consider 
such a conduct as the effect of a just resentment, for the 
injury that had been done to the Macedonians by Aratos, 
in taking Acrocorinthus from them. When the Megalor 
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politans therefore had shewn the letters in the council of 
the Acbseans, and conjured them to invite Antigonus to 
their assistance without delay ; and when the people began 
to declare aloud their readiness to comply with this request} 
Aratus caitoe forwards in the assembly, and spoke largely 
m praise of the zeal and good inclinations of Antigonus, 
ajid commended also the disposition of the people. But 
he exhorted them in the most earnest and pathetic manner, 
'' to employ in the first place their utmost efforts, and en- 
deavour by every expedient, to defend their cities and 
their country, by their own genuine forces : that both their 
honour and their interest required it from them : and in 
case thrit fortune should foil to give success to their endea- 
vours, that it would then be early enough to implore the 
assistance of their friends,, when they had first been forced 
to abandon all hopes of safety from themselves." 

These sentiments were applauded by the whole assembly. 
They resolved, therefore, to adhere to this opinion, and 
sustain the war alone. But same time afterwards, when 
king Ptolemy, being persuaded that the Lacedcemonians 
would be able to- assist him more effectually than the 
Achaeans in the designs which he had formed against the 
kings of M acedon, had rejected the alliance of the Achseans, 
and engaged to furnish Cleomenes with such supplies, as 
might enable him to carry on the war against Antigonus; 
when the Achaean* had been surprised by Cleomenes upon 
their march, and suffered great* loss near Lycaeum ; when 
they had also been a second time defeated in the Laodician 
plains near Megalopolis', in which action Leusiadas was 
slain ; and lastly, when they had suffered a complete and 
dreadful overthrow in a general engagement, at a place 
called Hecatombaeum in the Dymeah territory; their 
affairs were then sodesperate, that, without any new delay, 
they with one voice agreed to invite Antigonus to their 
assistance. Aratus sent Jbis own son to the king to settle 
the terms of their agreement. But there was one point 
which caused no small embarrassment. It was not pro- 



158 THE GENERAL HISTORY book ii. 

i* 

bable that Antigonns would march tottheir relief unless 
Acrocorinthus should be first restored, and the city of 
Corinth likewise yielded to him for his place of arms. 
But the Achaaans would not venture to surrender Corinth, 
without the consent of the inhabitants. Some little delay 
was therefore made in their deliberations, till an expedient 
could be found, and such sureties offered, as might satisfy 
the king. 

In the mean time Cleomenes, having spread great terror 
everywhere by those victories that have how been men- 
tioned, advanced at leisure through the country ; drawing 
the cities to submission, some by gentle means, and some 
by force. In this manner he gained Caphyae, Pellene, 
Pheneum, Argos, Phlius, Cleone, Epidaurus, Hermiona, 
Troezen, and lastly Corinth, and then went and. encamped 
before Sicyon. * Happily these rapid conquests freed 4he 
Achaeans from that great difficulty which had obstructed 
all their measures. For no. sooner had the inhabitants of 
Corinth commanded all the Achaeans to leave the city, and 
sent a deputation to Cleomenes to invite him to take pos- 
session of it, than Aratus, having now obtained a fair and 
honest pretext, surrendered Acrocorinthus to Antigonns. 
Thus he wiped away at once all, remembrance of his for- 
mer offence against the house of Macedon ; gave a strong 
assurance of the sincerity of his intentions, with regard to 
the present treaty ; and furnished the Macedonians with a 
commodious place of arms for the approaching w$r. 



. s CHAP. IV. 

As soon as Cleomenes heard that the Achaeans had con- 
cluded a treaty with Antigonus, he marched from before 
Sicyon, and encamped upon the isthmus. He cast up aa 
intrenchment round all the space that lay between Acro- 
corinthus and the Onian mountains: and persuaded him- 
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self, that he was how secure of obtaining the sovereignty 
of Peloponnesus. 

Antigonos bad long' ago completed all his preparations, 
and waited only for the proper time of action, as Aratus 
Bad advised. "• But when he' saw the rapid progress of 
Cleomenes, he began to apprehend, that this prince would 
soon advance, and attack him even in the very heart of 
Thessaly. He sent word therefore to the Achaean*, that 
they should be punctual in the execution of the measures 
that had been concerted ; and himself began his march 
with the army towards the isthmus, through Euboea. For 
the iEtolians, among other expedients which they contrived 
to prevent Antigonus from lending- any assistance to. the 
Achaeans,' had sent him notice, that his army should have 
no passage through Thermopylae ; and in case he should 
attempt to march that way, that they would oppose him by 
force of arms. n . 

While Antigonus and Cleomenes lay in opposite camps 
upon the isthmus, the one watching his opportunity to 
pass into Peloponnesus, the other ready to oppose his en- 
trance, the Achaeans, though much weakened by their 
losses, still maintained their courage, and resolved to pursue 
the war with vigour. And when Aristotle, a citizen of 
Argos, had fortned a party in the place against Cleomenes, 
they immediately sent away Timoxenus. with a body of 
forces, who made themselves masters of the city. This 
happy accident gave instantly a new face to their affairs. 
For so effectually did it depress the ardour of Cleomenes, 
and damp the courage of his. army, that though this general 
was possessed of all the advantageous posts, and furnished 
with supplies of every kind in greater abondance than An- 
tigonus; though he was far more bold and enterprising 
than that prince, and more strongly animated by the love 
of glory; yet no sooner had he received the news that 
Argbs was taken by the Achaeans, than he at once aban- 
doned all his conquests, and rather fled than retreated 
homewards ; as if he had feared, that the enemy would 
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soon surround him on every side, la this waji, be found 
means to enter Argos, and for some ..time had hopes of re- 
covering the city, but was at last repulsed. For as the 
Achaean* maintained their post with courage, so the inha- 
bitants especially resisted with a more than common fofce 
and obstinacy, as if they had designed to make atonement 
for their past offence, in having embraced his party. 
When this attempt had failed, he continued his route 
through Mantinea, and returned again to Sparta. 

Antigonus now entered Peloponnesus without resistance; 
took possession of Acrocorinthus ; and advanced with gneat 
Celerity to Argos: from whence, when he had first bestowed 
high commendations upon the courage of the inhabitants, 
and settled the affiurs of the city, he continued his march 
towards Arcadia. He drove out the garrisons from all the 
forts that had been built by Cleomenes, in the territory of 
the JEgians and Bel annates, and filled them with the 
troops of Megalopolis. He went afterwards to JEgium, 
and was present in the council of the Achaean states. He 
there shewed at large the motives of his conduct : pro- 
posed his sentiments with regard to the future operations 
of the war, and was declared the general in chief of the 
allies. 

After some time spent in winter quarters in the neigh* 
bourhood of Sicyon and Corinth, as the spring now ad- 
vanced, he again began his march with the force?, and 
arrived in three days before Tegea: and being joined th^re 
by the Acbseans, he immediately invented the town. The 
liege was pushed by the Ma^cedoai^ns with so much vigour, 
as well by mining as by the other methods of attack, th^t 
the inhabitants in a short time lost all hope, and submitted 
at discretion. Antigonus, having secured the place by a 
sufficient garrison, advanced in haste towards Laconia. 
When he approached the frontiers, he engaged (he Lace- 
daemonians* who were jhere encamped, in some slight skir- 
mishes, hoping to draw On a general battle. But having 
received notice by his spies, that the garrison of Orcho- 
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mem* had retired from the place and joined deomenea, 
be immediately decamped, and directing his march that 
way, took the town in the first assault. He next laid 
siege to Maminea, tf hich was struck with terror, and sur- 
rendered. Marching from thence, he gained Her&a and 
Telphima, which were yielded voluntarily to hkn by the 
inhabitants ; and afterwards, as the summer npw was past, 
returned again to JEgium, to be present at the council of 
the slates; He sent away the Macedonians to take their 
winter quarters in their own country, white himself stayed 
behind at iBgium, to deliberate *hh the Achaean* on the 
ifeeasnres thai were proper to be pursued. 

When Cleomenes saw that the Macedonians were dis- 
missed, and that Afitigonus was left in iEJgrom With only 
the mercenary troops; that he was distant full three days' 
journey from Megalopolis ; that this city, on account both 
of its great extent, and the small number of the inhabitants, 
could not easily be guarded against an enemy ; that at this 
time especially* it actually was gnarded with less attention 
than before* because Antigonus was near; and that the 
greater part of the citizen?, who were of age to bear arms, 
bad been already lost, in the engagements near Lycaenm 
and the Laodician plains ; be found means, with the assist- 
ance of some Messenian exiles, who at that time resided in 
the place, to enter the city privately by night. But when 
day appeared, the inhabitants maintained their ground 
with so much bravery, that he found himself in the greatest 
danger, not only of being forced bade again with loss, but 
of suffering- an entire defeat : as it had happened to him 
about three months before, when he made the same attempt, 
and entered the city in the part that wa$ called Colaeum. 
At this time, however, as his forces were very numerous, 
and had seized on all the advantageous posts, he at last 
accomplished his design; drove out the Megalopolitans ; 
and made himself master of the place : Which he immedi- 
ately pillaged, and destroyed with so much bitterness of 
rage and ftiry, as left no hope that it ever could again be 
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inhabited. This severe treatment seems to have flowed 
from no other cause than the mere resentment of Cleo- 
menes: who was enraged to find, that among all the 
Megalopolitans and Stymphalians, not one could be pre- 
vailed upon at this conjuncture to embrace his interests, 
and betray the liberties of his fellow-citizens. Among the 
Clitorians indeed, a generous people, and passionately fond 
of freedom, there was found a single traitor, named 
Thearces, whose baseness seemed to cast some infamy 
upon his country. But the Clitorians upon that account 
very reasonably deny that he derived his birth from them, 
and declare him tp have been the spurious and deserted 
offspring of a soldier from Orjchomenus. 

In CQ&posirig this part of my history, as I have chiefly 
followed Aratus for my guide, and drawn my materials from 
him, and as many persons are inclined to prefer Phylarchus, 
who gives a very different account of these transactions, 
I think it necessary to bestow in this place some little ob- 
servation upon the talents and capacity of this historian ; 
that his relations, which indeed are fabulous and false, may 
no longer possess that credit, which ought only to be paid 
to those that are genuine and true. 

This writer then, through every part of his performance, 
has shewn abundant proofs of haste, inaccuracy, want of 
judgment, and discernment. But it is not my design to 
enter into a critical examination of them all. I shall, at 
present, consider his accounts of those transactions only, 
which fall within the period of the Cleomenic war. And 
these, indeed, will be sufficient, not only to explain his 
sentiments, and the temper with which he wrote, but to 
shew also in what degree he was possessed of those abilities 
that are requisite for such an undertaking. 

In order to expose the cruelty of Antigonus and the 
Macedonians, and of Aratus and the Achaeans, he relates, 
that the Mantiueans, after they had been conquered by 
them, were punished in a manner the most severe: and 
that the largest and most ancient city of all Arcadia was 
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condemned to struggle with such calamities as filled the 
Greeks with astonishment and horror, and melted them 
into tears. lie then endeavours to move his readers to 
compassion, and force them .even to feel tike sufferings 
which he relates : setting in view before them the companies 
of unhappy women, joined together in embraces, striking 
their bare bosoms and tearing their dishevelled bair, and 
describing the. lamentations and the tears of husbands and 
their wives, who, together with their children and their 
aged parents, were dragged away in promiscuous crowds to 
slavery. Thus it is that in every part of his work, his chief 
pains and art are constantly employed in painting scenes of 
misery and horror. But surely there is no need to use 
many words, to explode a kind of writing so mean and 
womanish. Let us consider rather, what is the genuine 
and proper character, and what the peculiar use, of 
history. 

A historian then, instead of endeavouring, like the 
writers of tragedy, to strike the reader with admiration or 
with terror, instead of dressing up probable speeches, and 
enumerating all the circumstances that might possibly have 
followed after dvery accident, should be satisfied with giving 
a bare relation of such facts and discourses as realty 
happened, though perhaps they may contain nothing great 
or elevated. For the nature and design of tragedy are 
very different from those of history. The business of the 
former is, to strike and captivate the minds of the hearers 
for the present moment, by such representations as are 
barely probable : whereas history professes to give lessons 
of improvement even to future times, by relating such 
discourses and events as are strictly true* In the one, 
therefore, the probable, though false, may be sufficient to 
conduct us to' the end in view, which is amusement and 
delight; but the other, whose proper work is to convey in- 
struction, must be always built on truth. 

In recounting all these dismal accidents, Phylarcbus is 
for the most part silent also with respect to the cause and 
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motives by which they were occasioned. And yet, unless 
we are previously informed of these, it is not possible to 
know whether the case can reasonably lay claim either to 
our indignation or our pity. It is, for instance, a lainentr 
able spectacle, to see a free man whipped with rods. But 
when this is the proper punishment of his crimes* it must 
be allowed to have happened justly to him; and whenever 
it is done for the sake of discipline and reformation, we 
even applaud those persons who inflict it* Tp take away 
the life of a citizen, i* considered as a most horrid crifge^ 
and such as calls for the severest vengeance. . Yet a man 
may openly destroy an adulterer or a robber, without any 
fear of being punished for it. And those who rescue their 
country from a. traitor or a tyrant, are even thought worthy 
of the greatest honours. It is manifest* therefore, that in 
order to pass a perfect judgment 09 any action, instead of 
barely contemplating the act itself, we should examine the 
causes that produced it, together with the intention and 
the views of those by whom it was done : for, agreeably to 
the difference that is found in these, the action will be 
likewise different 

With regard to the fact which occasioned these reflecr 
tions, the truth is as follows. The Mantineans, without 
any provocation or excuse, had deserted the Achaean con* 
federacy t and delivered up their country and themselves*, 
first to the ^Etolians, and afterwards to Cleomenes, and 
were joined by him to the .Lacedaemonian state. In theee 
circumstances, about four years before the arrival of Anti«- 
gonus, they were conquered by the Achaeans, mfith the 
assistance of a party that Aratus had gained withjn the 
city. But so far were they from being exposed at this 
time to any severe or cruel treatment in resentment of their 
offence, that, on the contrary, all Greece talked loudly of 
the sudden change which seemed to have been effected in 
the disposition of these people towards each other. For 
when Aratus had made himself master of the city, he 
strictly forbade his soldiers to touch any of the goods of 



cHa*. iv. OF FOLYBIUS. 165 

the inhabitants. And bating afterwards called the people 
together, he exhorted them to resume their courage, and 
remain satisfied in their present state : for that as long as 
they would consider themselves as a part of the Achiean 
gbvefntaeftt, they might live in perfect freedom and se- 
curity; An indulgence so unexpected, and which so far 
exceeded all their hopes* changed at once the inclinations 
of the Majitfitean*. They no longer remembered the 
friends whom they had lost in battle, or the dangers to 
Which themselves had been exposed; but embraced the 
Achseans, who so lately were their enemies; admitted 
them to their houses and their feasts ; and strove to express 
their joy by every act of hospitality and kindness. And 
this indeed was highly reasonable. For certainly no people 
ever fell into the hands of a more merciful or more gene- 
tons enemy; or escaped with so little difficulty from those 
calamities that are esteemed the greatest in human life. 
A happiness which they entirely owed to the humanity of 
Aratus and the AcbeBans. 

Some time afterwards this people, being disturbed by 
dome intestine tumults, and apprehensive also of some 
danger from the Lacedaemonians and iEtolians, requested 
from the Achseans a garrison for their security. The 
Achseans chose by lot three hundred of their owp citizens; 
who all left their country and their fortunes, and went and 
resided in Mantinea, to watch over the liberties and safety 
of that city. They added also to them a body of two 
hundred mercenaries. But the Mantineans not long 
afterwards, taking occasion from some new dissensions 
which broke out among them, called in the Lacedaemonians, 
delivered their city to them, and killed all the Achaean* that 
were in the place. Ajperfidy, more horrible and impious 
than can be well expressed. For though they had resolved 
to disclaim the friendship of the Achaeans, and forget all the 
favours which they had received from their republic, yet 
they ought at least to have sent home unhurt those troops 
which they had before admitted as allies; since by the laws 
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of nations this indulgence is always granted even to an 
enemy. But the Mantineans resolved to violate these 
laws; insult the common rights of mankind; and perpe- 
trate an inexpiable crime; that by such a conduct, they 
might be able more strongly to assure Cleomenes of their 
zeal and close attachment to his cause. This action surely 
might, in justice, draw after it the heaviest resentment. 
To' imbrue their hands in the Wood of those by whom 
themselves, when they had fallen into their power not long 
before, were dismissed with pardon ; and who at this very 
moment were employed in defending the liberties and 
safety of their city : what, let me ask, would have been the 
proper punishment for such a crime? It will, perhaps, be 
said, that as soon as they were conquered, they should have 
been sold for slaves, together with their wives and children. 
But this is no more than what is usually permitted by the 
laws of war, even against those who have not been guilty of 
any uncommon wickedness. The Mantineans, therefore, 
deserved to be treated in some more rigorous manner. 
And if they had even been involved in all that wretchedness 
which is described at large by Phy larch us, it would have 
been so far from exciting the Greeks to sympathy and 
compassion, that on the contrary they must have applauded 
those who took care not to leave so great a crime unpu- 
nished. But in truth the whole which they suffered was, 
that their goods were pillaged, and the citizens exposed to 
sale. It is clear, therefore, that Phylarchus, in order to 
surprise and strike the reader, has invented not only a mere 
heap of falsehoods, but such falsehoods too as bear not any 
shew of probability ; while, through an excess of ignorance, 
he makes no mention of a fact that was coincident with 
that which he relates, and which might v.ery properly have 
been connected with it. For when the Acheeans, at this 
very time, had taken the town of Tegea by storm, they 
used none of the same severity towards the inhabitants. 
Yet if the sufferings of the Mantineans had been the bare 
effect of a cruel disposition in their enemies, it seems 
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reasonable to suppose, that the people of Tegea would 
have been treated also with equal rigour. But as the 
Mantineans alone were punished with severity, it is manifest 
beyond all doubt that the conduct of the Achaeans must, 
of necessity, be ascribed to some other cause. 

In another place be relates, that Aristomachus, a man 
of an illustrious family, descended from a line of tyrants, 
and who was himself tyrant of Argos, having fallen alive 
into the hands of Antigonus and the Achaeans, was con* 
ducted to Cenchreae, and there put to death in tortures 
the most merciless and cruel that ever were inflicted upon 
man. And then, after his usual manner, he goes on to 
describe the loud and moving lamentations of the unhappy 
sufferer, which were heard at midnight through all the 
neighbourhood ; that some were struck with horror, while 
some doubted of the fact; and that others, inflamed with 
indignation, ran in crowds towards the house from whence 
the cries proceeded. But let us pass over these scenes of 
terror and amazement, which have already been sufficiently 
exposed. In my judgment then, though Aristomachus 
had been guilty of no offence against the Achaeans, the 
whole tenour of his life, and the wicked tyranny which he 
had exercised upon his country, might very deservedly 
have drawn upon him the severest punishment. Yet Phy- 
larchus, with design to throw a greater splendour on his 
character, and more effectually to raise the indignation of 
the reader, declares, not only that he was himself a tyrant, 
but that he was descended also from a race of tyrants; an 
accusation in itself the heaviest that can be well conceived. 
For the very name of tyrant includes the full extent of 
wickedness, and implies the commission of every kind of 
crime which man can perpetrate. But in truth if he had 
been forced to suffer the most cruel punishment, as this 
historian relates, he never could have made by it a due 
atonement for the transactions of one single day ; the day 
when Aratus entered Argos with a body of Achaeans, and 
gloriously exerted all his efforts to restore liberty to the 
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city ; but was forced at last to retire, because his party 
within the walls were restrained from joining him, through 
apprehension of the tyrant. For Aristomachus, on pi*> 
tcooe that the inhabitants were secretly engaged in the 
design, and had favoured the entrance of the Acbaeans, 
(Sensed eighty of the chief among the ariitmj and caused 
them to be pot to death in tftitnre, even before the- eyes of 
their friends Mid families. 

I fiwbear to relate the whole of Ms flagitious life, with 
die crimes which his ancestors before him had committed. 
The task would be too tedious. If at last then he was 
fonosd to suffer in some degree that cruel treatment which 
he had practised against others, this surely cannot be 
esteemed too severe or shocking. It should rather raise 
our indignation if such a man had died, without being first 
exposed to any kind of vengeance or calamity. Nor ought 
it to be censured as an instance of injustice in Antigoaus 
and Aratus, that when they had fairly taken him in war, 
they put him to death in torture; since if they had treated 
him with the sanse -severity even during the time of pe*ee, 
the action must have been applauded by all men of sense. 

But if, besides his other crimes, be was guilty likewise 
of the worst ingratitude and perfidy towards the Achaean*, 
what punishment will he then be thought to have de- 
served? Yet this was in truth the feet. For when the 
death of Demetrius had left him naked and defenceless, so 
that he was constrained to lay down his sovereignty, he 
found, beyond all bis hopes, a safe and honourable refuge 
in the .generous clemency of the Acbaeans; who not only 
covered him from the punishment that was due to his past 
tyranny, but received him into their republic, and even 
yielded to him the greatest honours of the state; for he 
was raised to be their general and prmtor, *But no sooner 
had he conceived some hopes of recovering again his 
former fortune by the assistance of Cleomenes, than he 
forgot at once all the kiridne** that had been shewn 
towards him; separated bis country from the confederacy; 
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and joined himself to the enemy, at the very time when 
the Acboefcns were in greatest want of bis assistance. 
After audi a baseness, instead of being put to a cruel 
death by night at Cenchreae, as Phylarchus relates, be 
should jnather have been led through all the towns of 
Peloponnesus, exposed to every kind of torture and tndig* 
nity, and afterwards have been deprived of life. But, in 
truth* this man, after all his wickedness, was only thrown 
into the sea, for some crimes that be committed during bis 
stay at Genchress. 

This historian seems to have been persuaded, that act* 
of violence or injustice were those which chiefly merited 
his attention* Hence it is that he exaggerates, and relates 
in the fullest and most pathetic manner, the sufferings of 
the Mantineans, but makes no mention of that glorious 
firmness which appeared in the conduct of the Megalopolis 
taHs at this conjuncture. As if history should rather be 
employed in describing bad actions than those that are 
laudable and virtuous, or that the reader would find less 
matter of instruction in such examples as deserve to be 
admired and imitated, than in those which are fit only to 
be detested and avoided* In his account of the taking of 
Megalopolis he relates, that Cleomenes not only preserved 
the town from being pillaged, but sent letters also to the 
Msgalopolitans, who had retired to Messene, and offered 
to restore their city to them on condition only that they 
would embrace his interests* And this is done with design 
to extol the magnanimity of Cleomenes, and his modera- 
tion towards has enemies. He then adds, that the Me- 
galopolitans refused to hear the letters to the end, and 
were hardly restrained from stoning the messengers who 
brought them. But here his relation is concluded. With 
respect to all that should afterwards have followed, he is 
entirely silent; neglecting the most fair occasion of per* 
forming that which is, indeed, the peculiar work of history : 
I meant the task of recording a great and noble instance 
of uncommon constancy and resolution, and of recom* 



170 THE GENERAL HISTORY book ii. 

mending it to our praise and imitation. For if every 
public testimony, by which we declare our affection and 
steady zeal for the interests of our allies, be esteemed a 
thing highly laudable and virtuous ; if those who can see 
their country wasted, or choose to sustain the miseries of 
a siege rather than desert their friends, be thought worthy 
not only of applause, but of the greatest rewards and 
honours, what then must be our opinion of the Megalo- 
politans? how admirable their conduct, and how great 
their character ! They saw their lands laid waste and pil- 
laged by Cleomenes, and themselves constrained to abandon 
all their territory, for their attachment to the interests of 
the Achseans. Yet when beyond all hope they might have 
been again restored to their city and former fortunes, they 
chose still to be deprived of their estates, their sepulchres, 
temples, country; the dearest and most valuable posses- 
sions of all that belonged to man; rather than betray that 
faith by which they had bound themselves to their .allies. 
Can any thing be conceived more great and generous than 
such a resolution ? Or could any action better have de- 
served the attention of a historian ; or have been more 
proper and effectual to excite his readers punctually to 
observe all treaties, and to concur with their allies in all 
things that may strengthen their confederacy, and fix their 
government upon solid grounds? But Phylarchus passes 
Over the whole in silence; blind to merit the most illus- 
trious; and through want of judgment unable to discern 
what actions best deserve his notice. 

In another place he affirms, that the Lacedaemonians 
gained a booty of six thousand talents from the spoils of 
Megalopolis; and that two thousand. of them were, by the 
customary distribution, allotted to Cleomenes. It must 
surely seem a matter of surprise that this writer should 
thus be found to want even that common knowledge, con- 
cerning the wealth and abilities of the Greeks, with which 
every historian should especially be acquainted* For, not 
to speak of those calamitous times in which the fortunes of 
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this people were continually wasted by their wars against 
the kings of Macedon, and by civil ware among themselves, 
I may venture to declare, that, even in the present age, 
when they live together in perfect peace and union, and 
possess all things in the greatest plenty, the sale of all the 
effects and riches of the whole province of Peloponnesus, 
the inhabitants alone excepted, would by no maaos be 
sufficient to produce so large a sum. That this is no vain 
surmise, but an opinion founded upon truth and reason, 
will most evidently appear, if we consider only the fol- 
lowing fact, which is well established in history, and 
sufficiently known to all. When the Athenians, in con- 
junction with the Thebans, designed to attack the Lace- 
daemonians, and had raised an army of ten thousand men, 
with a fleet of a hundred triremes, in order to defray the 
expences of the war, it was resolved to impose a tribute, 
proportioned to the estate of every citizen. For this 
purpose, when an estimate had been made of all the wealth 
and goods, the houses and lands of Attica, the whole was 
found to amount to no more than five thousand seven 
hundred and fifty talents. From hence then we may very 
reasonably collect the truth of what 1 have affirmed con- 
cerning the people of Peloponnesus. 

But with regard to the spoils of Megalopolis, we never 
can suppose with any shew of probability that they 
exceeded, even at the highest valuation, three Hundred 
talents; since it is acknowledged, that the greater part, as 
well of the slaves as free citizens, escaped to Messene. 
With respect to this opinion likewise, the following 
instance must be allowed to be decisive. The Mantineans, 
both in wealth and numbers, are confessed even by Phy- 
larchus himself to be inferior to none of the people- of 
Arcadia. Yet when their city was surrendered after a 
siege, so that not a single person could escape, nor. any 
part of their effects be easily concealed, the whole value of 
the plunder, with the inhabitants themselves included, 
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amounted to no greater sum than that which I have 
mentioned. ' 

What he afterwards relates is still more wonderful. 
That ten days before the action, a messenger cache from 
Ptolemy* to acquaint Cleomenes that the king would no 
longer furnish money for the wais but advised him to make 
peace with Antigo&as ; and that Cleomenes, when he bad 
received this message, resolved immediately to force the 
enemy to a battle* before the troops should be informed of 
what had happened, because he was by no means able 
from his own revenues tb support arid pay the army. Yet 
if Cleomenes had so lately gained six thousand talents, he 
surpassed even Ptolemy himself in wealth. And if he had 
possessed three hundred only, he might still have sustained 
ihe war against An tigon us, without any difficulty or dis- 
tress. To affirm, therefore, that Cleomenes was master of 
so great riches, and at the same time to declare, that he 
depended entirely on king Ptolemy for the necessary 
charges of the war, is a fault so gross, that it betrays the 
greatest want of judgment and capacity. Absurdities of 
the same kind with those that have been mentioned, are 
everywhere to be found in this historian; not in his ac- 
counts of these times only, but in every part of his per- 
formance. But these, which I have here examined, will 
be sufficient for the present purpose. 



CHAf\ V. 

AFTER the reduction of Megalopolis, and while Anti- 
gonus lay in winter quarters in the city of Argos, Cleo- 
menes, having drawn his troops together in the beginning 
of the spring, and encouraged them as the occasion re- 
quired, immediately began his march, and threw himself 
into the midst of the Argian territory, with design to lay 
waste and plunder it. This step was thought by many to 
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be much too bold and hazardous; because the entrance to 
the country lay through passes that were very strong and 
difficult. But others, of a better judgment, were per* 
suaded that the attempt was both wise and safe. For 
Cleomenes was, in the first place* well assured, that as the 
Macedonian forces were now dismissed, bis march into the 
province would be perfectly secure from danger. He con- 
sidered also, that when the inhabitants of Argot should 
behold the country wasted to their very walls, they would 
not fail to express their discontent by loud clsjpours against 
Antigonus ; that if this prince* unable to withstand the 
reproaches of the multitude, should draw out his troops 
and venture on a battle, the Lacedaemonians might be sure 
to gain an easy victory; and, on the other hand, if Ant&* 
gonus should remain unmoved, and still keep himself be- 
hind the walls, he hoped at least that the attempt itself 
would serve to check the spirits of the enemy, and raise 
the courage of his own tjtoops; and that afterwards he 
might retreat wkh safety. The event fully answered aM 
his expectations. The* people, enraged to see their country 
ruined, ran together in crowds, and threw out bitter in- 
vectives^ against the king. But Antigonus supported ait 
their insults with such steadiness as was worthy of a general 
and a prince; and being determined not to suffer any 
motives to prevail against the dictates of sense and reason* 
he remained quiet within the city. Cleomenes, therefore, 
pursuing his design, wasted. all the country; and having 
struck the enemy with no small terror* and greatly ani- 
mated his own troops against the fittare dangers of the war, 
be returned back to Sparta without any loss* 

On the approach of summer, when the Macedonians 
and Achmans bad again taken the field, Antigonus began 
his march with ail the forces, and directed bis route to* 
wards ^aoonia. His army was composed of a phalanx of 
Macedonians, which consisted of ten thousand men? of 
three thousand Macedonian peltastse, and three hundred 
horse; one thousand Agrtanians; as many Gauls; of 
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other mercenaries, three thousand foot and three hundred 
horse; the same number of Actueans, all select men; 
with a thousand Megalopolitans, armed after the Macedo- 
nian manner, and commanded by Cercidas, a citizen of 
Megalopolis. . Among the allies, the Boeotians sent two 
thousand foot, and two hundred horse; the Epirots one 
thousand foot, avid fifty horse ; and the Acarnanians the 
same number. Besides these, there were sixteen hundred 
Illyrians, under the command of Demetrius of Pharos. 
So that the whole army consisted of about twenty-eight 
thousand foot, and twelve hundred horse. . . 

Cleomenes, in expectation that the enemy would ad- 
vance towards him, secured the other passages, by placing 
guards, cutting down trees, and casting up intrenchments, 
and then went and encamped near the place called Selasia 
with all his forces, which amounted to twenty thousand 
men. For he had rightly judged, that this was the side by 
which Antigonus would attempt to force his entrance. 
This pass is formed by two mountains, Eva and Olympus. 
Between them runs, the river Oenus; along the banks of 
which lies the road to Sparta. Cleomenes, having thrown 
up an intrench men t before these mountains, stationed the 
allies upon the mount Eva, under the command of his 
brother Euclidas; while himself took his post upon Olym- 
pus, with the Lacedaemonians, and one part of the mer- 
cenaries. The rest of the mercenaries, together with the 
cavalry, were disposed in the plain below, on both sides of 
the road, along the river. 

When Antigonus arrived, and had seen the strength of 
the posts in which the enemy were lodged, and that Cleo- 
menes had assigned to every part of his army the station 
that was most commodious for it, with so true, a skill and 
judgment, that. the whole, being equally prepared both for 
attack. and for defence, seemed not unlike to a company of 
gladiators, all standing in their proper attitudes, and ready 
to engage ; in a word, when he had seen not only that the 
troops were disposed in. the most advantageous manner to 
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receive an enemy, bat that the camp also was so strong on 
every side that it could not be attacked without great dan- 
ger; he resolved to remain for some time quiet, and not 
yet attempt to draw the enemy to a battle. He fixed his 
camp, therefore, at a moderate distance from them; having 
the river Gorgylus in his front. 

In this situation he remained for some days ; examining 
with great attention the nature and the situation of the 
several posts, as well as the strength, temper, and condition 
of the armies. Sometimes, by making a shew of having 
some design, he alarmed the expectations of the enemy; 
and made them attentive to his motions. But he soon 
found, that all his arts and stratagems were useless. For 
such was the care and vigilance of Cleomenes, who was 
still upon his guard wherever the danger seemed to threaten, 
that every part of the camp was secure from insult. At 
last, these generals, whom nature seemed to have formed 
alike both in sentiments and courage, agreed by joint con- 
sent to make the experiment of a decisive action. 

To the forces that were stationed upon mount Eva, 
Antigonus opposed the Macedonians, who were armed 
with brazen bucklers, and the Ulyrians, ranged together in 
alternate cohorts, and commanded by Alexander, the son 
of Aemetus, and by Demetrius of Pharos. The second 
line was composed of the Acarnanians and Cretans ; who 
were followed by two thousand Achaeans, as a body of re- 
serve. The cavalry, under the command of Alexander, 
was ranged along the river, opposite to the cavalry of the 
enemy, and was supported by a thousand Achaean foot, 
and die same number of Megalopolitans. The king him- 
self, with the Macedonians and the mercenaries, conducted 
the attack against Cleomenes upon mount Olympus. The 
mercenaries composed the first line; and after them fol- 
lowed the Macedonians, formed in the double phalanx, 
one part of which was ranged behind the other, for the 
narrowness of the ground would admit no other disposition. 
The Ulyrians, who had passed the river in the night, and 
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stood in order, covered from the sight of* the enemy, at 
the foot of mount Era, were commanded to march up the 
mountain, and begin the attack as soon as they should see 
an. ensign of linen raised upon mount Olympus; and the 
signal for the cavalry and the Megalopolkans was to be a 
vest of purple hoisted near the king. 

When the- time of the attack was come, the necessary 
orders distributed among the troops, and the signal given 
to the Illyrians, they immediately all shewed themselves, 
and marched up the mountain to charge the enemy. - But 
the light-armed forces, that were placed amqng the cavalry 
of Cleome nes, having observed that the Achceans, as they 
were labouring to gain the summit of the hill, were- not 
covered or supported from behind, advanced and fell sud- 
denly upon their rear. And thus these troops, having Eu- 
m cfidas above them, ready to attack their front, and being 
at the same time pressed by the mercenaries behind, who 
ran forwards to the charge with great force and fury, were 
thrown into extreme danger. Phiiopoemen of Megatopofis, 
perceiving what had happened, and being well aware of the 
consequences of it, communicated his apprehensions to the 
generals* And when these paid no regard to his advice*, 
because he was at that time extremely young, and had 
borne no command in the army, he called aloud to his 
countrymen to follow him, and threw himself briskly upon 
die cavalry of the enemy. The mercenaries^ that were 
engaged with the rear, bearing the noise* and seeing what 
had happened, immediately left the charge, and hastened 
back Again to their former post, to support and assist their 
cavalry. By this means the Illyrians, Macedonians, and 
the vest of the troops that were marching up the mountain, 
being freed from the obstacle that had embarrassed- and 
retarded them, advanced boldly against the enemy; so 
that the success, which afterwards was* gained on this side 
against Eudidas, was entirely to be ascribed to the discern- 
ment and wise conduet of Philopcemetr. And it fe- reported, 
that when the battle was* ended, Antigonus, dissembling 
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his knowledge of the truth, demanded of Alexander, who 
commanded the cavalry, why he had begun the combat 
before the signal was made for it ; and that when Alexan- 
der denied that he had done it, and said that a young man, 
a Megalopolitan, had given the charge in opposition to his 
orders, the king replied, " That young man then, by seiz- 
ing the proper time for action, performed the part of a 
prudent and experienced genera), and you, the general, the 
part of an ignorant young man/ 9 

With regard to Euclidas, he totally neglected the ad- 
vantages which his situation gave him. For when he saw 
the enemy ascending the hill towards hitii, he should, in 
prudence, have advanced, and met them on the way ; 
should have fallen upon therti, and disturbed their ranks; 
and afterwards have retired again to the top of the hill. 
And thus, when he had first spread disorder through the * 
ranks, and taken from them that superiority which was 
peculiar to their arms, and to the manner in which they 
were ranged in battle, he might then, with the advantage 
of his post, have gained an easy victory against them. 
But so far was he from pursuing any of these measures* 
that, on the contrary, his troops stood still in their first 
station, as if assured of conquest; and seemed to have 
been persuaded, that if the enemy were permitted to gain 
the summit, this would only serve tp render their flight 
back again more precipitate and fatal. But the event 
proved different from their expectations. For as the 
enemy advanced against them in close order, their ranks 
being all entire, Euclidas, for want of sufficient room 
behind for his army to retire or change their place, was 
thrown into the greatest difficulties, and forced to main** 
tain the fight upon the very edge of the hill. In this situ** 
ation, his troops could not long stand against the heavy 
arms and nnbroken disposition of the enemy ; but, as the 
Illyrians still pressed forwards, they still gave ground 
before them, and were at last constrained to take their 
flight along the steep and craggy sides of the mountain. 

VOL. I. N 
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Their disorder was then complete, and a general route 
ensued. 

During this time the cavalry on both sides were engaged. 
The Acheeans, whose liberty was especially the subject of 
the contest, all exerted their bravest efforts. But Philo- 
pcemeri signalized himself above the rest; and when his 
horse was killed under him in the action, he continued to 
fight on foot, till he bad received a wound which passed 
through both his thighs. 

The two kings began the combat upon mount Olympus 
with the light-armed troops and mercenaries, which 
amounted on either side to about five thousand men. . The 
action, which was sometimes general, and sometimes main* 
tained in parties, was remarkably warm and vigorous. For 
as t!he troops remembered that they stood beneath the eyes 
of their respective sovereigns, and in full sight of both the 
armies, rank with rank, and man with man, all sustained 
the fight with the utmost bravery and spirit. But when 
Cleomenes perceived that his brother was entirely routed, 
and that the cavalry in the plain began to give ground 
likewise, being apprehensive that the enemy would soon 
attack him from every quarter, he resolved to level all his 
works, and draw out his forces in front on one side of the 
camp; The trumpets on both sides gave the signal for the 
light-armed troops to retire from the space that was be* 
tween the armies. The phalanxes come forward with Joud 
cries, turn their spears, and advance to the charge. The 
dispute was long and obstinate. Sometimes the Macedo- 
nians were repulsed by the bravery and vigour of the La- 
cedaemonians : and sometimes these gave ground, unable 
to stand against the shock of the Macedonian phalanx* 
At last the troops of Antigbnus, crowding close together 
the points of all their spears, and advancing against the 
enemy with all that weight and violence which are peculiar 
to the double phalanx, forced them out of their kitrench- 
inents. The whole army fle^ in disorder, and a general 
slaughter ensued. But Cleomenes, with a few horsemen 
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that attended him, escaped to Sparta, and from thence, as 
soon as night came on, went down to Gythium ; and find- 
ing there some vessels, which by bis orders had been long 
kept in readiness against all accidents, he presently era*- 
barked, together with his friends, and sailed away to 
Alexandria. 

Antigonus made himself master of Sparta upon his firsjt 
approach. He treated the inhabitants with the greatest 
generQsity and clemency, and restored to them their an- 
cient government. But some days afterwards, having re- 
ceived information that the Ulyrians had entered Macedop, 
p&fl were plundering the country, he left the city, and 
directed his march back again with all his forces. So 
contrary are the events of things to all haman foresight, 
even in affairs of the greatest moment. For if Cleomenes 
had declined a battle but for a few days only, or if after 
his retreat he had remained at Sparta, in expectation of 
some favourable accident, he might still have held posses- 
sion of his kingdom. 

Antigonus, arriving at Tegea, restored the city to its 
former state. Two days afterwards, he came to Argosy 
and was present at the Nemean games. And when he 
had there received, both from the Achaean republic in 
general, and from every particular city, such applause and 
honours as might serve to render his name illustrious to all 
posterity, he continued his march in haste towards Macfc- 
<Jon; surprised the Ulyrians in the country; engaged them 
in battle; and gave them an entire defeat* But the cries 
And shouts which he made with more than usual vehemence* 
to animate his Boldiers during the time of the action, were 
followed by a great discharge of blood, which threw him 
i#tQ a disorder, that was fatal to him in a short time after. 
Thus were the Greeks deprived of a prince, upon whom 
they had built the highest expectations; not so much on 
account of his skill in war, as because he had shewn him- 
self, in all his conduct, to be a man of strict integrity, and 
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a true friend to virtue. At his death he left the kingdom 
to Philip the son of Demetrius. 

As these transactions are connected with the period from 
-whence I am to begin my History, I judged it to be proper, 
or rather necessary, in pursuing my first design, to relate 
them copiously and distinctly, that it might be from thence 
discerned, what was at that time the condition of the 
Macedonians and the Greeks. About the same time, 
Ptolemy also died of some disease, and Ptolemy Philopa* 
tor succeeded to his kingdom. Seleucus, the son of 
Seleucus Callinicus who was also surnamed Pogon, being 
likewise dead, his brother Antiochus reigned in Syria. For 
• it is remarkable, that as those who first obtained these 
. kingdoms after Alexander, I mean Seleucus, Ptolemy, and 
Lysimachus, all left the world in the hundred and twenty- 
fourth Olympiad, so the princes just now mentioned died 
all together likewise in the hundred and thirty-ninth. 

Thus, then, have we finished the foundation of our 
history, and shewn in the course of this introduction at 
what time, in what manner, and upon what pretences, the 
Romans, after they had subdued the several parts of Italy, 
began first to extend their views abroad, and even con- 
tended with the Carthaginians for the empire of the sea; 
and have also fully explained the condition and former 
fortunes of the Greeks, Macedonians, and Carthaginians. 
As we are now, therefore, arrived at the point which we 
had first in view, the commencement of the social war in 
Greece, of the war of Annibal against the Romans, and of 
that between the kings of Asia for the sovereignty of Coele- 
Syria, we shall here close this book, having brought to their 
conclusion the transactions which immediately preceded 
these wars, and seen the deaths of all the princes who con- 
ducted them. 
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BOOK THE THIRD. 



CHAP. I. 

IT was mentioned in the first of the two preceding books, 
that we had fixed the beginning of our history at the com-* 
mencement of the social war; the war of Annibal; and 
that between Antiochus and Ptolemy, for the sovereignty 
of Ccele-Syria. In the same book, we took occasion also 
to explain the reasons that inclined us to look back to an 
earlier age, and to relate, in the way of introduction, the 
chief of those transactions which preceded this period. 
We now go on to give a clear and distinct description of 
these wars, together with the causes to which they owed 
both their rise and greatness; but shall first premise a 
short account of the design and subject of our work. 

The chief intention then of this history is to shew, at 
what time, in what manner, and from what causes, the 
whole known world became subject to the Roman power. 
And since this great event had a known beginning, and is 
allowed to have been completed likewise in a determinate 
course of time, it will be useful first to recapitulate all the 
chief transactions which passed between the commencement 
of it and its completion. From this method, the reader 
will be able to acquire at once a right conception of all that 
we have undertaken to describe. For in the study of his* 
tory, as in every other kind of science, as a general view of 
the whole enables the mind to form a truer judgment on 
the several parts, so, on the other hand, a distinct survey of 
all the parts is also no less necessary for the right compre- 
hension of the whole. We have already sufficiently ex- 
plained the general form and purpose of our work, and 
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, shewn the bounds of its extent. With regard to the several 
parts, the first in order are the wars just mentioned ; the 
last, the subversion of the Macedonian empire-; and these 
together include a period of fifty-three years; which, in the 
^number of great and wonderful events that were then pro- 
duced, far surpasses any equal portion of time before it. 
In relating these transactions, we shall observe the follow- 
ing order, beginning at the hundred and fortieth Olympiad. 
Haying first explained the causes of the war between 
the Carthaginians and the Romans, which is most fre- 
quently called the war of Annibal, we shall shew in what 
manner this general entered Italy, and gave so great a 
shock to the empire of the Romans, that they began to fear 
that they should soon be dispossessed even of their proper 
country and seat of government: while their enemies, elate 
with a success which had exceeded all their hopes, were 
persuaded that Rome itself must fall, as soon as they 
should once appear before it. We shall then speak of the 
alliance that was made by Philip with the Carthaginians, 
as soon as he had ended his war with the iEtoIians, and 
settled the affairs of Greece. Next will follow the disputes 
between Antiocbus and Ptolemy Philopator, and the war 
that ensued between them for the sovereignty of Coele- 
Syria : together with the war, which Prusias and the Rho- 
dians made upon the people of Byzantium; with design to 
force them to desist from exacting certain duties, which 
they were accustomed to demand from all vessels that sailed 
into the Pontus. In this place we shall pause awhile, to 
take a view of the form and constitution of the Roman 
government: and in the course of our enquiry shall endea- 
.vour to demonstrate, that the peculiar temperament and 
spirit of their republic supplied the chief and most effectual 
means, by which this people were enabled not only to 
acquire the sovereignty of Italy and Sicily, and to reduce 
the Gauls and Spaniards to their yoke, but to subdue the 
Carthaginians also, and when they had completed this 
great conquest, to form the project of obtaining universal 
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empire. We shall add, likewise, a short digression, con- 
cerning the fete of Hiero's kingdom in Sicily ; and altera 
wards go on to speak of those commotions that were raised 
in Egypt, after the death of Ptolemy, by Philip and An- 
tiochus : the wicked arts by which those princes attempted 
to share between themselves the dominions of the infenft 
king; and the manner, in which the former of them, in- 
vaded Egypt, Samos, and Caria; and the latter, Code- 
Syria and Phoenke. We then shall make a general reca- 
pitulation of all that was transacted by the Carthaginians 
and the Romans, in Spain, Sicily,' and Afric; and from 
thence shall again remove the history tp Greece, which 
now became the scene of new disorders. And having first 
run through the naval battles of Attains and the Rhodiana 
against king Philip, we shall next describe the war. that 
followed between the Romans and this prince; together 
with the causes, circumstances, and conclusion of it. Aftet 
these events, we shall relate in what manner the JEtofcans* 
urged by their resentment, called Atatiochus from Asia, and 
gave occasion to the war between the Achaean* ajtf the 
Romans. And having explained the causes of that war, 
and seen the entrance of Antiochus into Europe, we shall 
then shew the manner in which he fled back again from 
Greece; and afterwards, when he had suffered an entire 
defeat, was forced to abandon' all the country on this aide 
of mount Taurus. Next will follow the victories* by which 
the Romans gave an effectual check to the insolence of the 
Gauls ; secured to themselves the sovereignty of the citerior 
Asia ; and delivered the people of that country from the 
dread of being again exposed to the violence and savage 
fury of those barbarians. We shall then give some ac-t 
count of the misfortunes, in which the iEtolians and 
CephaUenians were involved, and of the war which Eu- 
menes sustained against Frasias and the Gauls of Greece £ 
together with that of Ariarathes against Pharnaces» And 
after some discourse concerning the union, and form of 
government, of the confederate cities of Peloponnesus, 
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which will be attended also with some remarks upon the 
growth and flourishing conditions of the republic of the. 
Rhodians, we shall, in the la3t place, take a short review 
of all that has been before related; and conclude the whole, 
with the expeditipn of Antiochus Epiphanes into Egypt* 
and the war with Perseus, which was followed by the 
entire subversion of the Macedonian empire. . . 

In the course of these events, we shall be able clearly, to 
discern by what kind of conduct the Romans gradually 
enlarged the limits of their power, till they had gained the 
sovereignty of the world. Now, if the bare contemplation 
of good and ill success could of itself enable us to form a 
right judgment on the conduct either of states or private 
men, we should here close our history, agreeably to our 
first design. For the period of fifty-three years, which 
contains the whole progress and advancement of the 
Roman greatness, is here concluded; and from this time, 
as all were ready to acknowledge, nothing more remained) 
than to receive laws from this republic, and yield an 
absolute submission to its sway. But the view only of the 
manner in which wars are terminated can never, lead us 
into a complete and perfect knowledge, either of the. 
conquerors, or the conquered nations: since, in many 
instances, the most eminent and signal victories, through 
an injudicious use and application of them, have proved 
fatal and pernicious ; as, on the other hand, the heaviest 
ills of fortune, when supported with constancy and courage, 
are frequently converted into great advantage. On this 
account, it will be useful likewise to review the policy, 
which the Romans afterwards observed, in governing the 
countries that were thus subdued: and to consider also*, 
whpt were the sentiments of the conquered . states, with; 
respect to the conduct of their masters: at the same time 
describing the various characters and inclinations, of par- 
ticular men, and laying open their tempers and designs, as 
Well in private life, as in the affairs of government* From, 
these enquiries, the people of the present times will be 
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enabled to discern, bow fiur their interest requires them to 
continue still in their dependence on the Romans; and 
posterity may also fully understand tbe whole civil policy 
of this great republic, and pass a right judgment on its 
defects and excellencies. And from hence, indeed, will 
arise the chief advantages that are to be expected from 
this history, with regard both to the present and to future 
times. For it ought never to be supposed, either by those 
who preside in states, or those who are willing to decide 
with truth concerning the manner in which they are 
administered, that the sole end of making war is victory. 
No wise man ever attacked his neighbours for the sake 
only of returning superior from the field. The design of 
navigation is not barely to be transported from place to 
place. Nor is any art or science practised with a view 
simply to acquire a knowledge in it. In all human actions, 
there is still some end proposed, either of pleasure, honour, 
or advantage, consequent to our pains and labour. To 
render therefore this history complete and perfect, it wilt 
be necessary to lay open and explain the circumstances 
and condition of each several people, from the time when 
the contest was decided which gave to the Romans tbe 
sovereignty of the world, to the rise of new commotions 
and disorders. And as these too were of great importance, 
and attended with many uncommon incidents; and as I 
was myself engaged in the execution of some of them, in 
the conduct and contrivance of others, and was an eye- 
witness of almost all ; I shall undertake the task of relating 
them at large, and begin as it were another history. The 
chief of these transactions were the expeditions of the 
Romans against the Celtiberians and Vaccaeans : the war 
which the' Carthaginians made against Massanissa, a 
sovereign prince of Afric; and that between Attalus and 
Prusias in Asia. We shall also see the manner in which 
Ariarathcs, king of Cappadocia, was driven from his 
dominions by Orofernes, assisted by Demetrius, and again 
by his own address recovered his paternal rights. We 
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shall. see Demetrius, the son of Seleucus, after he had 
feigned twelve years in Syria, deprived of Iris kingdom 
and his tile, by the conspiracy of the other kings. About 
the same time, the Romans absolved those Greeks, that 
Were accused of having secretly excited the war of Per* 
$?us» and permitted them to return to their own country. 
And not long afterwards the same Romans made war 
again upon the Carthaginians : at first intending to force 
them to remove the seat of their republic; hut afterwards 
with design to exterminate both their name and govern- 
ment* for reasons which I shall there endeavour to explain. 
And. lastly, when the Macedonians had about this time 
broken their alliance with the Romans, and the Lacedae- 
monians were also separated from the Peloponnesian 
league, the iH fate of Greece received at once both its 
beginning and full accomplishment, in the loss of the 
common liberty. 

Such is the design of this work: which, with the 
favourable aid of fortune, I hope to carry to its destined 
end. But if my expectation should be frustrated, either 
through the shortness of my life, or the infirmities that are 
incident to mankind, yet I am persuaded that a subject so 
curious and important cannot fail to excite the attention of 
piany able writers, who will esteem it a task well worthy 
of their pains, to finish what I shall leave imperfect. 

As we have thus enumerated all the chief events of 
which we intend to treat, and given the reader a just 
conception both of the general plan of our work, and of 
its several parts, it is now time tb remember what we have 
proposed, and to enter upon the beginning of our subject. 

. AMONG the writers that have transmitted to us the 
history of Annibal, there are some who assign two causes 
of the second war between the ' Carthaginians and the 
Romans. The first, they say, was the siege of Saguntum; 
and the other, the passage of the Carthaginians over the 
river Iberus, in direct breach of treaties. Now, that these 
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two incidents were the beginning of the war, I shall readily 
allow ; but by. no means that they were the causes of it. 
It might with equal reason be affirmed, that the first 
irruption of Alexander into Asia, was the cause of his war 
against the Persians; and the arrival of Antiochus with an 
army at Demetrius, the cause, of that war which followed 
with the Romans* Yet nothing e?n be more absurd or 
false. For it is certain that Alexander, and indeed his 
father Philip, had long before this time formed the project 
of an expedition into Persia, and made great preparations 
for it: and the JEtolians likewise were no less fixed in 
their design to excite a war against the Romans, before 
Antiochus came into Greece. Such mistakes arise from 
not remembering, that a distinction should be always made 
between the cause and pretext, and the beginning, of a 
war; and that the first of these are in order always ante- 
cedent to the latter. To speak justly, the beginning is the 
first step towards the execution of any project, after it 
has been determined. The cause is previous to all de- 
termination. It is something that first suggests the project 
to the mind, that inclines us to examine it; to deliberate* 
determine, and at last to carry it into execution. I will 
endeavour more clearly to explain my meaning by the 
following examples. The causes of the war against the 
Persians are obvious, and easy to be understood. The 
first was the retreat of the Greeks under the command of 
Xenophon ; who, in their return from the upper provinces 
of Asia, traversed the whole country of their enemies, 
without being encountered by any force that was able to 
stand before tbem. The other was, the irruption of Age* 
silaus, king of Sparta, into Asia; where he found no 
strength sufficient to obstruct his progress; though, indeed, 
the troubles that were then raised in Greece constrained 
him to abandon his designs, and return back again without 
performing any action of importance* For Philip, having 
revolved these things in his mind, and compared the soft- 
ness and effeminacy of the Asiatics with his own skill in 
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war, and with the bravery of the Macedonian soldiers, and 
being invited also by the richness of the prize that was 
before him, bad no sooner fully gained the favour of the 
states of Greece, than he resolved to turn his anna against 
the Persians, and began, with eagerness, to make ail the 
preparations that were necessary for this design: at the 
same time declaring, that his purpose was, to avenge the 
injuries which the Greeks had received from Persia. It is 
clear, therefore, that the things first mentioned were the 
causes of the Persian war, as the last was the pretext; and 
that the first entrance of Alexander into Asia was the 
beginning of it. In the same manner also, the resentment 
of the jEtolians must be considered as the cause of the war 
between Antiochus and the Romans. For this people, 
as. we have already mentioned, being persuaded that the 
Romans, at the time of the conclusion of their war with 
Philip, had treated them in many points with great con- 
tempt and scorn, invited Antiochus into Greece, and 
resolved to attempt and suffer every thing, rather than 
leave their indignation unappeased. The pretext by 
which Antiochus and the iEtolians endeavoured to engage 
the several cities into their design, and which indeed was 
founded neither on truth nor reason, was to restore liberty 
to Greece. And the beginning of the war was the arrival 
of Antiochus at Demetrias. 

In making these reflections, it is not so much my inten- 
tion to pass a censure upon those historians, as to instruct 
the political reader in a point which ought at all times to 
be viewed with great attention. For a statesman, that 
knows not how to trace the origin of events, and discern 
the different sources from whence they take their rise, may 
be compared with a physician, who neglects to inform 
himself of the causes of those distempers which he is called 
in to cure. The services of both are alike useless and con- 
temptible. And as the latter must be wholly unacquainted 
with the proper means of restoring the body to its lost 
health and vigour, so neither can it be supposed, that the 
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former should ever be able to have recourse to the neces- 
sary remedies, in the disorders that are incident to states. 
Our pains, therefore, can never better be employed than 
in searching out the causes of events. For the most tri- 
fling incidents frequently give birth to matters of the 
•greatest moment and importance ; and it is easier likewise, 
•upon all occasions, to check or remedy* an evil in its com- 
mencement, than when it has made some progress* 

According to the Roman historian Fabius, it was the in- 
satiable ambition of Asdrubal, and his love of power, 
•which, together with the injury that was done to. the 
Saguntines, were the -causes of the war. For Asdrubal, 
jsays this writer, when he had first spread his conquests 
over a considerable part of Spain, returned to Carthage, 
and there formed the project of subverting the laws and 
liberty of his country, and of changing the government 
into a monarchy. But when the chief among the citizens 
had penetrated into his design, and were beginning to con- 
cert the proper measures to oppose it, he went back again 
to Spain, and, during the remainder of his life, governed the 
country by his own single will, and paid no regard to the 
senate of Carthage. He then adds ; that Annibal, who from 
his infancy had been instructed in all the counsels of. this 
general, and had carefully ' observed his conduct as a 
right pattern for himself, was no sooner invested with the 
supreme command in Spain, than he resolved to pursue 2a 
all things the same scheme of government; that, agreeably 
to this determination, he made war upon the Romans; 
•consulting in it his own inclinations only, and not the 
interests of his country; that the Carthaginians were 
averse to the war; and that not one citizen of rank in the 
whole republic approved of his attacking the Saguntines* 
In the last place he relates, that as soon as Saguntum was 
destroyed, the Romans sent some deputies to Carthage, to 
-require that Annibal should be surrendered into their 
hands, and to declare war, in case that this demand should 
fee refused. Let us then ask this writer, could the Cartha- 
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gtmaas, if they were an truth dissatisfied with that which 
Annibal had done, ever hope to find an occasion roore fa- 
vourable to all their sentiments, x>r any expedient more 
just and advantageous, than what was now proposed; since 
by yielding to the demands of the Romans, and delivering 
<op the author of the injury, they might at onoe have re- 
moved, in a specious manner, the man who was known to 
be an enemy to their state; secured their country from 
invasion; turned aside the dangers of the war that threat- 
ened tihera; ami, in a word, by a single decree only .of the 
senate, might have taken on effectual and sufficient venge- 
ance for all that had been now transacted ? This is a 
question to which the Roman historian can make no reply. 
For so far were the Carthaginians from pursuing any of 
these measures, that, on the contrary, they maintained the 
war under the sole direction and cave of Annibal, during 
the course of seventeen years; nor ever were inclined, to 
bring it to a conclusion, till all hopes of success were lost, 
and the safety xrf their country rendered almost desperate* 

With regard to my design in passing this censune ou 
Fabins and his writings, I was not led to it by any appre- 
hension that bis accounts would otherwise gain credit with 
the reader* For his inaccuracy and want of judgment are 
every where so discernible, that they need not be particu- 
larly pointed out. But I was willing just to caution those 
who take his works into their bands, that they should con- 
aider always die facts themselves rather than the character 
of the writer. ; For there are some whose prejudices eo 
strongly favour him, because he was a senator of Rome, 
and lived. in the times of which he writes, that they admit, 
without any kind of doubt or hesitation, every thing which 
he relates. For my own part, as I do not think that his 
authority should be entirely disregarded, so neither can i 
allow it to have sufficient weight to decide in any point, 
lintess it be supported also by the credibility of the facts. 
But it is time to finish this digression* 

Among the true causes then of the second war between 
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the Carthaginian* and the Romans, the resentment and 
indignation of Amilcar Barcas, the father of Annibal, may 
justly be considered as one. Notwithstanding the ill 
success of this general in Sicily, his spirit remained unconr 
•quered; when he reflected that he had preserved the forces 
that were under his command at Eryx still entire, and that 
nil of them were animated by the tame disposition as him- 
self After the last defeat of the Carthaginians by sea, 
-which obliged tbem to sue for peace, he yielded indeed to 
the necessity of the times; but retained a strong desire ot 
revenge, and only waited loir an occasion toileclareit. And 
in aH probability his management would very suddenly 
hare produced another war, if the disorders in which his 
•country was then involved by the rebellion of the merce- 
naries, had not engaged his whole attention. 

No sooner were these troubles ended, than (the Romans 
-again declared war; and the Carthaginians, emboldened 
by the justice of their cause, eeenned at first deteratined to 
-accept it, as- we mentioned in the former books ; which the 
reader will find to be so necessary an introduction to this 
work, that, without their Assistance* he' will scarcely be able 
fully to comprehend either what I now write, or what here- 
sifter may come to be related. But as their enemies paid 
ao regard to this justice, the Carthaginians were forced to 
comply with what the times demanded ; and, rather than 
.submit to any hazard in their present -circumstances) con- 
sented, though with great reluctance* to yield up Sasdinin 
to -the Romans, and to pay twelve hundred talents above 
the sum that had been before exacted from them. . . 

These concessions are to be looked upon as the second, 
and indeed the principal cause of the wrfr that followed* 
For Amilcar, observing that his own resentment was now 
strengthened by an equal degree of indignation in bis fel- 
low-citizens, had no sodner finished the destruction of the 
mercenaries, and secured the' tranquillity of Carthage* j&an 
he applied all his thoughts to Spain; as the place from 
whence he might best procure thef necessary supplies for an 
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expedition against the Romans. And the great success 
which he met with in that country may be considered as 
the third cause of the war ; because nothing but the strength 
and the resources which the Carthaginians drew from 
thence could have inspired "them with confidence to under- 
take it. 

It might be shewn by many arguments, that Amilcar 
was the first author and contriver of the second Punic war, 
though he died ten years before the commencement of it ; 
but whit I am going to relate will sufficiently prove it be- 
yond all doubt. At the time when Annibal, after his defeat 
in Afric, and departure from his country, was entertained 
at the court of Antiochus, the Romans, having discovered 
the designs of the iEtolians, sent ambassadors to that 
prince, to sound his disposition and intentions. The anr- 
bassadors, perceiving that he inclined to the iEtolians, 
and was disposed to enter heartily into the war, endea- 
voured to inspire him with a jealousy of Arinibal ; and, to 
that end, shewed a more than common respect to the Car- 
thaginian. Their design succeeded : the king became 
doubtful of his truth ; and his doubts grew stronger every 
day. At last, when they had one day found an oppor- 
tunity of explaining their mutual discontent, Annibal, after 
he had in vain employed many arguments and protestations 
of his sincerity, went on to acquaint him, that when his 
father was offering sacrifice to Jupiter, just before his de- 
parture into Spain, he stood near him at the altar; being 
then but nine years old; and that when the libations and 
other rites were ended, Amilcar, having commanded the 
rest that were about the altar to retire, called him to him, 
caressed, and asked him if he would attend him to the army; 
to which, when he cheerfully consented, and even requested 
that he might go, with that sort of eagerness which belongs 
to children ; his father led him to the altar, and commanded 
him to touch the victims, and to swear that he never would 
be a friend to the Romans. You may, therefore, continued 
he, rest assured, that when you are forming any designs 
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against the Romans, I shall encourage and assist you with 
sincerity and zeal ; but whenever you incline to terms of 
treaty or alliance with them, from that time let me advise 
you, not to seek for the evidence of information, but to 
mistrust me. and watch me carefullv ; for I shall still look 
out for every occasion of working mischief to that people. 
This discpurse, which was delivered with that kind of 
passion which truth inspires, effectually removed all sus- 
picion from the mind of Antiochus. 

This, it must be acknowledged, is a manifest instance of 
Amilcar's hatred of the Romans, and of the projects which 
he at that time meditated ; but the events that followed are 
a still clearer confirmation of both. For what can more 
strongly denote die violence as well as certainty of this 
disposition in Amilcar, than the conduct of his son-in-law 
Asdrubal, and Annibal his son. ; whom he had incited by 
his counsels and example to the most inveterate enmity 
against the same people that can be well conceived ? The 
first, indeed, died, before he was able fully to discover his in- 
tentions to the world ; but the other found the times more 
favourable to bis purpose; and gave abundant proofs of his 
hereditary hatred in the strongest and most public manner. 
From hence we may learn how necessary it is, that those 
who are entrusted with the administration of government, 
should make it one of the first objects of their care, to be 
well acquainted with the secret disposition and designs of 
any people with whom they conclude a peace, or make a 
new alliance; and observe whether their consent be yielded 
to the circumstances of the times, or whether it proceed 
from a perfect and sincere submission, that they may be 
always upon their guard against those who are influenced 
by the first motive, as men that wait only for a more sea- 
sonable opportunity of acting ; and on the other hand, that 
they may repose an entire confidence' in the others, esteem 
them their true friends and subjects, and employ them y 
any service that shall occur. 

vol. i. o 
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Suph were the causes of the war of Annibal: let us now 
attend to the beginning of it. 

It was not without great reluctance and concern that the 
Carthaginians had been forced to abandon Sicily. But the 
loss of Sardinia afterwards, together with the payment of 
a new and heavier tribute, added a still sharper sting to 
their resentment. No sooner, therefore, had they reduced 
beneath their power the most considerable part of Spain, 
than they listened with the utmost eagerness to every 
matter of complaint against the Romans. When Asdrubal 
was dead, who had governed the affairs of Spain after 
Amilcar, they for some time delayed to appoint his suc- 
cessor, till they could know the sentiments of the army*. 
But when the news arrived, that the troops had with one 
consent made choice of Annibal for tbeir. general, they 
called together an assembly of the people, and with one 
voice also confirmed the election. As soon as Annibal was 
invested with this dignity, he began his march to subdue, 
the Olcades. And having encamped before Althaea, the 
strongest of their cities, he pressed the siege with so much 
vigour, that he soon made himself master of the place. The 
neighbouring towns were struck with terror, and submitted. 
Annibal ransomed them all for money; and having, by 
that means, gained great stores of wealth, he returned to 
take his winter quarters at New Carthage. His treatment 
of those that were under his command was in every instance 
great and generous; and by the punctual payment of the 
military stipends, as well as by the promise also of large, 
rewards fpr the time to come, he obtained the favour and 
esteem of all the troops, and filled them with the warmest 
hopes. 

When the summer returned, having led his forces into 
the territory pf the Vaccaeans, be made himself master of 
Elmantlca ift the first assault. He took also the city of 
Arbucale by storm, hut not till it had first sustained a siege, 
in which he often was reduced to great extremity ; for the. 
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place was of large extent, and the inhabitants likewise, who 
were very numerous, defended themselves with the greatest 
bravery. After this success he was surprised at once, when 
be least expected it, by a- danger that seemed likely to prove 
fatal to him.. The Carpesians, the strongest and most 
powerful people of the country, had drawn together all their 
forces, to intercept him in his return. They were joined 
by many also of the neighbouring nations; who had been 
animated to this attempt by the Elmanticans and Olcades, 
that had saved themselves by flight after the destruction of 
their cities. If the Carthaginians had been forced to en- 
gage in set battle against so" great a force, their defeat must 
have been inevitable and complete. But Annibal, like a 
prudent and experienced general, retreated behind the 
Tagus; and having the river in his front, resolved to 
expect the barbarians there, and to dispute their passage. 
By the help of this advantage, and with the assistance also 
of his elephants, which were about forty in number, the 
success was such as exceeded even his hopes. The enemy 
came down with the greatest eagerness and haste, and 
plunged into the river in many parts at once. But no 
sooner had they gained the other side, than they were met 
and trodden down in heaps by the elephants that were 
ranged along the bank. Great numbers of them also were 
destroyed in the passage over by the Carthaginian cavalry; 
who were able more effectually to contend with the violence 
of the stream; and who fought also with no small advan- 
tage against the- foot, that stood below them. Annibal 
then passed the river, charged the enemy, and gave them 
an entire defeat, though their numbers amounted to more 
than a hundred thousand men. After this signal victory 
there was not any people left on that side 6f the Ibefus, 
except only the Saguntines, that was able to oppose' the 
progress of the Carthaginians, or to appear agajnst them in 
the field. But Annibal, remembering carefully the counsels 
and the plan of conduct which his father Amilcar had re- 
commended to him, delayed for some time longer to attack 
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Saguntum; being determined not to give the Romans any 
plausible pretence for declaring war, till he had first secured 
his other conquests, and settled the country in such a state 
as was most proper for his design. 

During this time the Saguntines, in apprehension of 
what soon afterwards ensued, sent frequent messengers to 
Rome, to inform the senate of the rapid progress and 
success of Annibal. The Romans had long neglected 
these advices; at last, however, they resolved to send some 
deputies into Spain, to inspect the truth. Annibal, having 
reduced the several nations against whom he had at that 
time turned his arms, was agiin come back, to take his 
winter quarters at New Carthage, which was the capital 
city, and seat of government, of the Carthaginians, in that 
part of Spain which was subject to their power. He there 
found the Roman deputies, and admitted them to an 
audience. They adjured him by the gods, not to offer 
any violence to the Saguntines, the allies of Rome; and to 
remain on that side of the Iberus, agreeably to the treaty 
made with Asdrubal. Annibal, who was at this time 
young and eager in his appetite for war, animated by bis 
late success, and incited also by a long and habitual hatred 
of the Romans, replied, as if he had been a friend to the 
Saguntines ; and complained to the ambassadors, that the 
Romans, taking occasion from some disorders that had 
happened in the place not long before, and which w$re 
submitted to their decision, had by an arbitrary sentence 
condemned some of the magistrates to d je. This injustice 
called aloud, he said, for his resentment; since the Car- 
thaginians always had considered it as one of the most 
sacred customs of their country, to redress and avenge the 
injured. At the same time he sent to Carthage to know 
what measures he should take with respect to the Sagun- 
tines; who,, through confidence in their alliance with the 
Romans, had offered violence, as he said, to some of the 
neighbouring people, that were under the protection of 
the republic. It is. easy to remark, that in the whole of 
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this proceeding he was hurried headlong by his passions, 
and not led by reason. Instead, therefore, of acknow- 
ledging the true motives of his conduct, he was forced to 
have recourse to absurd pretences, as it usually happens to 
men who are prevented by their prejudices from giving a 
fair attention to what is just and right. How much better/ 
would it have been, to have demanded of the Romans, 
that they should restore Sardinia, and yield back the 
tribute which, without' any shew of justice, they had 
extorted from the Carthaginians in the times of their dis- 
tress? But now, by being wholly silent concerning that 
which might have been considered as a reasonable pretence 
for taking arms, and urging only those false and frivolous 
motives which respected the Saguntines, he seemed in the 
opinion of every one to enter into the war, not only in 
opposition to sound sense and reason, but in express 
violation also of all the laws of justice. 

The ambassadors, perceiving clearly that a war must 
follow, sidled away immediately to Carthage, in order to 
repeat again, before the senate, the same remonstrances 
which they had now made to Annibal. But they had no 
kind of apprehension that Italy would become the seat of 
the war, but expected rather, that all hostilities would be 
confined to Spain ; and designed to use Saguntum as their 
place of arms. Under this persuasion the Roman senate, 
conceiving that the war would be long and difficult, and 
far removed from their own country, resolved in the first 
place to quiet those disorders that had now happened in 
Illyria. 

For Demetrius of Pharos, forgetting all the favours 
which had been heaped upon him by the Romans, and 
even beginning to think meanly of their power, when he 
observed the consternation into which the Gauls had lately 
thrown them, and which was now renewed again by the 
preparations that were made by Annibal, from this time 
resolved to place all his hopes in the royal house of 
Macedon ; to whose alliance and protection he had some 

o3 
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kind of claim, because he had joined his forces wilh Anti- 
gonus, in the war against Cleomenes. Fixed - in this 
design, he began to plunder and destroy the Roman cities 
in Illyria; and sailing with fifty armed frigates beyond 
Lissus in contempt of treaties, ravaged many of the Cy- 
clade islands. As the house of Macedon was at this time 
strong and flourishing, the Romans conceived it to be 
highly necessary, that they should secure against all danger 
those provinces that were situated to the east of Italy ; and 
were persuaded, that it would then be early enough to 
oppose the motions of the Carthaginians, when they had 
first recovered the Illyrians from their folly, and chastised 
the ingratitude and rashness of Demetrius. But the event 
proved contrary to their hopes. For Annibal prevented 
them by his diligence; and having made himself piaster of 
Saguntum, he removed the scene of the war into the very 
heart of Italy, and brought it even to the gates of Rome. 



CHAP. II. 

IN the, beginning of the* spring, in the first year of the 
hundred and fortieth Olympiad, the Romans, pursuing 
the design that has now been mentioned, sent L. ^Smilius 
with an army into Illyria. At the same time Annibal 
began his march from New Carthage towards Saguntum. 
This city is situated at the distance of about seven stadia 
from the sea; upon the foot of those mountains which 
form the frontiers of Iberia and Celtiberia. The country 
round it is distinguished by its richness and fertility, above 
all the other parts of Spain. Annibal, having encamped 
before the place, began to push the siege* with the closest 
vigour. He saw, that from this conquest many advantages 
would arise of the greatest moment with respect to the 
future execution of his designs. For first, as the Romans 
would then lose all hope of making Spain the theatre of 
the war, so by this success he was sure to strike a general 
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terror into all the country, which would both render those 
that had submitted to the power of Carthage more tractable 
and steady in their duty, and make the rest, who were 
yet unconquered, more cautious of attempting any thing 
against him. He considered, likewise, that there would 
then be no enemy left behind him, to harass or aetard his 
mardi ; that the treasures of the city would procure, in 
the greatest plenty, such supplies as were necessary for 
the war ; that the troops, by the taste of plunder, would 
be animated to a higher degree of ardour and alacrity ; 
and in the last place, that the spoils, which he designed to 
send to Carthage, would secure to him the favour of his 
fellow-citizens at home. Urged by the hope of these 
advantages, he employed his utmost efforts in the siege ; 
making himself an example to the army, and sharing with 
them in every labour and in every duty: sometimes 
encouraging the troops by words ; and sometimes throwing 
himself the first into the greatest dangers. At last, when 
for eight months' continuance he had experienced every 
kind of fatigue and hardship, he took the place by storm, 
and gained an immense booty in money, slaves, and 
valuable goods. He reserved the money, as he had at 
first proposed, to assist him in the execution of his designs; 
distributed the slaves among his soldiers, in such propor- 
tion as was suited to each man's services, and sent the rest 
of the spoil to Carthage. The consequence was such as 
he had foreseen, and fully answered all his expectations. 
The soldiers encountered danger with greater eagerness 
than before; the Carthaginians readily complied with 
every thing that was demanded of tbem ; and from the 
treasure which he had gained, he drew many great ad- 
vantages in the progress of the war. 

As soon as Demetrius was informed of the preparations 
of the Romans, he placed a strong garrison in Dimalus, 
and furnished it with all the necessary stores. In the rest 
of the cities, he caused all the chief inhabitants that were 
averse to his interests to be put to death ; and placed the 
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government in others, of whose fidelity he was well assured* 
Arid having selected, from Che bravest of all his subjects, a 
body of six thousand men, he stationed them, under his 
own command, in Pharos. When the Roman consul, 
arriving in the country, perceived that the Illyrians had 
reposed their greatest confidence in the strength of Dirna* 
lus, and in the stores with which it was supplied, and that 
they esteemed it to be even impregnable, he resolved, in 
order to strike the enemy with terror, to make his first 
attempt upon that city. Having called together, there- 
fore, all the officers, and exhorted each man severally to 
be strenuous in his duty, he advanced his works against 
the place in many parts at once, and pressed the siege with 
so great vigour, that after six days he took the town by 
storm. The rest of the titles on every side were filled 
with consternation, and sent in haste, and . submitted to 
the Romans. The consul received them all, upon such 
conditions as he judged .convenient ; and immediately sailed 
away, to attack Demetrius in Pharos. But when he heard 
(hat the city was strongly fortified, and defended also by a 
numerous garrison, who were, all chosen troops; and that 
large supplies had been laid up in it, as well of provisions, 
as of all the necessary stores of waj*, he began to appre- 
hend, that a regular siege might epg4ge bin? in a work of 
long continuance, and be attended with no small difficulty. 
He resolved, therefore, while the occasion favoured him, 
to employ the following stratagem. Having landed the 
greatest part of his troops by night, upon the island, ' 
with orders to conceal themselves in the woods and other 
covered^ places, as soon as day appeared, he came sailing, 
in open view, with only twenty ships, into the harbour 
that lay nearest to the city. Demetrius saw their ap* 
proach, and despising the smallness of their numbers, led 
out some troops towards the harbour, to oppose their 
landing. As the fight by degrees grew warm and ob- 
stinate, fresh forces still arrived from the city to support 
the former, till at last the whole garrison was engaged. 
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At this time the Romans, that had landed in thfe riigW, 
having advanced through secret roads, appeared in sight; 
and seizing a strong eminence that stood between the city 
and the harbour, they posted themselves upon it, and cut 
off the return of the Illyrians to the city. Demetrius, 
perceiving what had happened, no longer endeavoured to 
prevent the enemy from landing ; but having collected all 
his troops together, and exhorted them to perform their 
duty, he marched towards the eminence in order of battle. 
When the Romans saw that the Illyrians moved towards 
them with great alacrity, and in perfect order, they ad- 
vanced on their part likewise, and charged them with 
unusual fury. At the same time, the troops also, that had 
just now landed, fell upon the rear. The Illyrians, being 
thus attacked on every side, were soon thrown into disorder 
and confusion, so that a general rout ensued. A small 
number of them fled towards the city : but the rest escaped 
through private roads, and concealed themselves in dif- 
ferent parts of the island. Demetrius, having retreated to 
some vessels that had been provided by him against all 
accidents, and which lay at anchor in a private place, 
sailed away by night, and by a surprising kind of fortune 
arrived, without any accident, at the court of Philip, and 
there passed the remainder of his life. He was a man of 
a brave and daring spi rit 2 but his courage was fierce and 
violent, and never conducted by the rule of reason. The 
manner therefore of his death was perfectly agreeable to 
' this character, and to his former life. For in endeavouring 
to take Messene, by the command of Philip, he was hur- 
ried on so far by his impetuosity and want of temper, that 
he perished in the action, as we shall relate more fully in 
its proper place. 

The^ consul, after this success, entered Pharos* without 
resistance, and razed it to the ground. And having made 
himself master of the other parts of Illyria, and settled the 
state of all the province agreeably to his first design, the 
summer being now ended, he returned to Rome, entered 
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the city in triumph, and was received with all the acclama- 
tions and applause that were due to the great skill and 
courage which he had shewn in the discharge of his com- 
mission. 



CHAP. III. 

WHEN the Romans received the news that Saguntum 
was taken, they by no means made it any part of their 
deliberations, whether they should enter into a war with 
Carthage ;. though some writers affirm the contrary: and 
have even transmitted to us the speeches that were made; 
on either side, in the course of the debate. But nothing 
can be more absurd and groundless than this conceit. 
For the Romans had, in fact, declared waf a year before 
against the Carthaginians, in case that any violence should 
be offered to the Saguntines. How then can they, at this 
time, be supposed, when Saguntum was actually taken and 
destroyed, to have been at all divided in their sentiments, 
with respect to war or peace? What those historians after- 
wards relate, is no less destitute of all support from truth 
or probability: " That the Romans were struck with the 
greatest consternation; and brought their sons of twelve 
years old into the senate, and communicated to them all 
the public counsels: and that these children observed the 
strictest secrecy with regard to what had passed, and 
concealed it even from their nearest friends." As if this 
people, besides the other peculiar benefits which they have 
received from fortune, were possessed also of the privilege 
of becoming wise from the very moment of their birth. 
But there is no need to employ many words to refute these 
idle stories of Chaereas and Sosilus: stories, suited only to 
the taste and judgment of the vulgar, among whom they 
first took their rise, and which disgrace the name of 
history* 

As soon, then, as the Romans were informed of the 
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destruction of Saguntum, they admitted no delay, but sent 
away their ambassadors, to propose two things to the 
Carthaginians; the first of which carried with it * *fni- 
nution of their honour, as well as aome injury to their 
state; and the other involved them at once in an affair of 
the greatest difficulty and danger. For their orders were, 
to demand that Annibal, and the rest of the chief com- 
manders, should be delivered to the Romans; arid, in case 
that this should be refused, instantly to declare war. 
When the ambassadors arrived at Carthage, they addressed 
the senate agreeably to these instructions. The Car- 
thaginians received the alternative with no small pain: 
and appointed the ablest member of their body to defend 
the late transactions. This person, in discharging his 
commission, passed over in silence the treaty that was 
made with Asdrubal ; as if no such treaty had been ever 
made: or if there had, that it by no means could be 
thought to bind the senate, because it never bad received 
their approbation or consent. Upon this head, he ap- 
pealed to the example of the Romans themselves, and re- 
minded them, that in the time of the Sicilian war, a treaty, 
which Lutatius had concluded with the Carthaginians, 
was afterwards declared by the Roman people to be void, 
as having been made without their knowledge and autho- 
rity. But that which was chiefly urged, was the treaty 
that was fully settled between the two republics, at the end 
of the war in Sicily; in which no mention was made of 
Spain. It was indeed declared, that no injury should be 
offered to the allies of either people; but the Cartha- 
ginians shewed, that the Saguntines were not at that time 
in alliance with the Romans. On this point therefore 
they rested their whole defence ; and recurred again and 
again to the words of the treaty. But the Romans alto- 
gether refused to enter into this debate. They said, that 
if Saguntum had still remained entire, such discussions 
might perhaps have been admitted, and the contest cleared 
by words. But as that city had been stormed and pillaged 
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in contempt of treaties it wa$. now incumbent on them, 
either, to remove the charge, of having directed, or con- 
nived at this injustice, by delivering up to punishment the 
authors of it; or, pn the other hand, by refusing to comply 
with this demand, to avow without reserve that they were 
sharers in the guilt, and ready to await the consequences 
tffiu . 

. |t may perhaps be useful to those who are at any time 
engaged Jn deliberations of a like nature and importance, 
to take a closer view of the true state and merits of this 
contest With this design, and io order to free the reader 
also from those perplexities, in which the mistakes and pre- 
judices of other historians will be likely to entangle him, 
we shall here set before his view the several treaties that 
had ever been concluded between the two republics, from 
the earliest times. > 

The first was of the age of Lucius Junius Brutus, and 
Marcus Horatius: who were created the first consuls, after 
the expulsion of the kings ; and who consecrated the tern* 
pie of Jupiter Capitolinus. This was twenty-eight years 
before Xerxes invaded Greece. I have given the sense of 
it, with all the skill and accuracy of which I am master : 
for the language that was used in those tiroes is so different 
from that which is now spoken among the Romans, that 
frequently the best interpreters, even after tbfe closest appli- 
cation, are unable to explain it. 

" Between the Romans and their allies and the Cartha- 
ginians and their allies, there shall be peace and alliance 
upon these, conditions. Neither the Romans nor their 
allies shall sail beyond the Fair Promontory, unless com- 
pelled by bad weather or an enemy. And in case that 
they are forced beyond it, they shall not be allowed to take 
or purchase any thing, except what is barely necessary for 
refitting their vessels, or for sacrifice; and they shall depart 
within five days. The merchants, that shall offer any 
goods to sale in Sardinia, or any part of Afrk, shall pay no 
customs, bCit only the usual fees to the scribe and crier ; 
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and the public faith shall be a security to the merchant, for 
whatever he shall sell in the presence of these officers. If 
any of the Romans land in that part of Sicily which 
belongs to the Carthaginians, they shall suffer no wrong or 
violence in any thing. The Carthaginians shall not offer 
any injury to the Ardeates, Antiates, Laurentines, Cir- 
cssans* Tarracinians, or any other people of the Latins, 
that have submitted to the Roman jurisdiction. Nor shall 
they possess themselves of any city of the Latins that is 
not subject to the Romans. If any one of these be taken, 
it shall be delivered to the Romans in its entire state. The 
Carthaginians shall not build any fortress in the LatiA ter- 
ritory: and if they land there in a hostile manner they 
shall depart before night." 

This Fair Promontory stands on the north side of Car** 
thage ; and their design, as I imagine, in not permitting 
the Romans to sail forwards to the southward of it* was, 
that they might conceal from them the knowledge of the 
country that lay round Byzarium and the Little Syrtis ; 
which, on aecoiint of its uncommon richness and fertility, 
was called, the Mabkts. But in case that they are forced 
beyond it by rough weather, or an enemy, they then 
engage, indeed, to supply them with whatever may b* 
warited for refitting their vessels, or for sacrifice; but allow 
• nothing td be taken beyond what is barely necessary : and 
enjoin them to depart within five days. But Carthage, 
and the other parts of Afric that stand on this side rf the 
Fair Promontory, together with Sardinia likewise, and as 
much of Sicily as belonged to the Carthaginians, are left 
open to the Roman merchants r and the public faith is 
pledged for their security, and equitable treatment. 

It is to be observed, that the Carthaginians here speak 
of Afric and Sardinia, aa being entirely subject to their 
jurisdiction. But with regard to Sicily, the conditions of 
the treaty are expressly limited to those parts of die island 
only which are said to belong to Carthage. The Romans 
observe, on their part also* the same manner of expression, 
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in speaking of the Latin territory: and no mention is made 
of tibe rest of Italy, which they had not at that time sub- 
dued. 

There was afterwards another treaty, in which the Car- 
thaginians, included the Tyrians and the Uticeans : and to 
the Fair Promontory before mentioned, they now added 
Mastia and Tarseium; beyond which, it was not permitted 
to the Romans to sail in search of plunder, or to build any 
city. These. are the words of the treaty. 

" Between the Romans and their allies, and the Cartha- 
ginians, Tyrians, Uticeans, and their allies, there shall be 
peace and alliance upon these conditions. The Romans 
shall not sail in search of plunder, nor carry on any traffic, 
nor build any city, beyond the Fair Promontory, Mastia, 
and Tarseium. If the Carthaginians take any city of the 
Latins, not belonging to the Roman jurisdiction, they may 
reserve, to themselves the prisoners, with the rest of the 
booty, but shall restore the city* • If any of the Carthagi- 
nians gain any captives, from a people that is allied, by a 
written treaty, with the Romans, though they are not the 
subjects of their empire, they shall not bring them into the 
Roman ports: in case they do so, the Romans shall be 
allowed to claim, and set. them free. The same condition 
shall be observed also by the Romans: and when they 
land, in search of water or provisions, upon any country 
that is subject to the Carthaginians, they shall be supplied 
with what is necessary, and then depart, without offering 
any violence to the allies and friends of Carthage. - The 
breach of these conditions shall not be resented as a private 
injury, but be prosecuted as the public cause of either peo- 
ple. The Romans shall not carry on any trade, or build, 
any city in Sardinia or in Afric : nor shall they even visit 
those countries, unless for the sake of getting provisions, or 
refitting their ships. - If they are driven upon them by a 
storm, they shall depart within five days. In those parts 
of Sicily which belong to the Carthaginians, and in the 
city! of Carthage, the Romans may expose their goods to 
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sale, and do every (king that is permitted to the citizens of 
the republic The same indulgence shall be yielded to the 
Carthaginians at Rome." 

In the second treaty, as in the former, the Carthaginians 
assert their entire right to Afric and Sardinia, and. forbid 
the entrance of the Romans there, on any. pretence. But 
in speaking of Sicily, they mention. only so much of the 
island as had submitted to the power of Carthage. The 
Romans use also the same manner of expression, in that 
part of the treaty which regards the country of the Latins: 
where they stipulate, that the Carthaginians shall offer no 
injury to the Anliates, Ardeates, Tarracinians, and Circae- 
ans. These were the people who inhabited the maritime 
towns of Latium. 

About the time when Pyrrbus invaded Italy, before the 
Carthaginians were engaged in the war of Sicily, a third 
treaty was concluded : in which, the conditions of the for- 
mer two were all confirmed, together with this condition. 

" If the Carthaginians or the Romans enter into any 
treaty with king Pyrrhus, this condition shall be inserted : 
that it shall be allowed to either people to send assistance 
to the other, if their country be invaded. That to whom- 
soever such assistance shall be sent, the Carthaginians shall 
be obliged to furnish vessels, both for the passage and 
return : but the pay of the troops shall be discharged by 
those, in whose service they are employed. The Cartha- 
ginians shall assist the Romans by sea, if it be necessary; 
but the naval forces shall not be compelled to disembark 
against their own consent/' 

The first of these treaties was confirmed by. oath, in the 
following manner. . The Carthaginians swore by the Gods, 
of their country ; and the Romans by a stone, agreeably, 
to an ancient custom ; and by Mars Enyalius. The cere-, 
raony of swearing by a stone was thus performed. The 
person, .that was .appointed to this office, having .first 
solemnly attested the public faith for the due observance. 
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of the treaty, took in his hands a stone, and pronounced 
the following words. " If I swear truly, may the Gods be 
propitious to me. But if I think, or act, any thing that is 
contrary to my oath, then let the rest enjoy in safety their 
country, laws, possessions, household-gods, and sepulchres ; 
and let me alone be cast out from the society, as this stone 
is now cast away/ 9 At the same time he threw away the 
stone. 

These treaties are still preserved on tables of brass, in 
the apartment of the ^Ediles in the capitol. That Philinus 
never saw them, is not much to be wondered at : since, 
even in our times, many of the oldest men, both Carthagi- 
nians and Romans, . who are thought to have made the 
closest search into the antiquities and history of their seve-s 
ral countries, are ignorant that any such treaties now exist. 
But it seems a matter of just surprise, that this historian 
should venture to assert a .fact, which is so clearly falsified 
and refuted by these genuine records: nor is it easy to 
conceive, upon what grounds he has done it. For in the 
second book of his work, be affirms, that the Romans were, 
by an express convention, excluded from every part of 
Sicily, as the Carthaginians were from Italy; and that the 
first descent of the Romans upon the island was made in 
violation of their oaths, and in direct breach of what had 
thus been stipulated. Yet it is certain, that no traces of 
any such convention can any where be found. These 
mistakes were slightly mentioned in our preliminary books* 
Bat it was necessary, in this place, to enter into a more 
minute examination of them, because they have hitherto 
derived great weight from the authority of the writer^ and 
misled many from the truth. If we reflect, indeed, on the 
design and purpose of that first expedition into Sicily ; that 
it was to take the Mamertines under their protection; to 
defend a people, who, in seizing Rhegium and Messana, 
had been guilty of an act of flagrant perfidy; it most be 
acknowledged, that it will not altogether be an easy task 
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to excuse or justify the Romans, ' But to affirm, that this 
descent was made in violation of any treaty, is an instance 
of the greatest ignorance. 

\yhen the war of Sicily was ended, another treaty was 
concluded, in the following terms. 

" The Carthaginians shall abandon Sicily, with all the 
islands that lie between Sicily and Italy. The allies of 
both republics shall be safe from violence. It shall not be 
permitted to either people, to exercise any act of power, 
build any fortress, or levy soldiers, in the territory of the 
other; nor shall the allies of the one be received into any 
alliance with the other. The Carthaginians shall pay im- 
mediately one thousand talents, and two thousand two 
hundred more in the course of ten years ; and they shall 
restore the Roman prisoners without ransom." 

At the end of the African war, when the Romans had 
again declared war against Carthage, some new conditions 
were added to this treaty ; by which the Carthaginians con- 
sented " to give up Sardinia, and to pay another sum of 
twelve hundred talents." 

The last treaty, or convention, was that made with 
Asdrubal in Spain : by which it was stipulated, " that the 
Carthaginians should not pass the Iberus with an army." 

These are the several treaties that ever were concluded 
between the Carthaginians and the Romans, to the time 
of Annibal. It is easy to remark from these, that the first 
invasion of Sicily by the Romans was by no means made 
in violation of those engagements which they had sworn to 
observe. But oh the other, band, when they declared war 
a second time against, the Carthaginians, and forced them 
to yield up Sardinia, and to pay a heavier tribute; it must 
be owned, that they had no cause at all, nor any colour of 
justice for such proceeding: but basely took advantage of 
the distresses in which the republic was then involved. 
For with regard to that which is sometimes urged in their 
defence, that, in the time of the African war, some Roman 
merchants were injuriously treated by the Carthaginians ; 
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we have seen particularly in the former book, that the 
Carthaginians, upon the first complaint, released all those 
that had been detained in their ports : and that the Ro- 
mans, in acknowledgment of the favour that had been 
shewn them by this compliance, immediately sent home, 
without any ransom, all the Carthaginian prisoners. 

Since this, then, is the true state of things on both sides, 
it remains that we last enquire, whether the war must in 
justice be imputed to the Carthaginians or the Romans* 
We have already seen the reasons which the former urged 
in vindication of their conduct. Let us now consider thote 
that have been advanced in opposition to them : not indeed 
by the Romans of that age, who were so greatly enraged 
at the destruction of Saguntum, that they could not even 
attend to any reasons, but by those of later times. It is 
said then, that the treaty made with Asdrubal was by no 
means to be disregarded, as the Carthaginians had the 
boldness to affirm; since it did not rest upon any such re- 
served condition as was found in the treaty of Lutatius, 
which. ended with these express terms; " These conditions 
shall be firm and binding, in case that they be ratified by 
the Roman people; 1 ' but was folly and finally concluded 
by the authority of Asdrubal. And by this treaty it was 
stipulated, " that the Carthaginians should not pads the 
Iberus with an army/' It is also urged, that by the treaty 
which put an end to the war of Sicily, it was provided, 
" that no injury should be offered to the allies of either 
people :" that this was not to be understood, as the Cartha- 
ginians laboured to explain it, concerning those alone who 
were present at that time in alliance with them; for in 
that case, something of this kind would have been added ; 
" No new alliance should be made by either people; 9 ' or, 
" The allies, which either people may hereafter make, shall 
not be included in the terms of the present treaty: 19 but 
that, as no such caution was inserted, it Was manifest, that 
the security thus mentioned in the treaty related not to 
those alone who were at that time in the alliance of either 
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people, but to all tbat should afterwards be admitted to it. 
And in truth, this way of reasoning seems to be perfectly 
just and solid. For it is not to bo conceived that these 
two republics would hare consented to any treaty that 
should deprive them of the power of receiving into their 
alliance such nations as occasions might present, or of de~ 
fending thetn, when received, from every kind of injury. 
In a word, their whole intention may be thus explained* 
With respect to the people that were then in alliance with 
them, it it provided, that they shall be secure from violence, 
and tbat those who had embraced the protection of either 
state should not be admitted as allies of the other. And 
with regard to the allies that tnight afterwards be received, 
they seem to have been clearly enough designed in the fol- 
lowing caution : " It shall not be permitted to either peo*- 
ple to levy soldiers, or to exercise any act of power in the 
territories, or the allied provinces, of the other. On both 
sides, all shall be safe and free from injury." 

Now the people of Sagunttfm, many years before the 
time of Annibal, had placed their city under the protection 
of the Romans. Of this there is undoubted evidence, in a 
fact that was acknowledged even by the Carthaginians 
themselves. For when their government was disturbed by 
some intestine tumults, the Saguntines, instead of having 
recourse to the Carthaginians, who were at that time settled 
in their neighbourhood, and had obtained great power in 
Spain, referred all their contests to the sole decision of the 
Romans, and with the help of their authority restored 
order to their state. 

On the whole, then, it may fairly be concluded, that if 
the destruction of Saguntum was the cause of the war, it 
was unjustly entered into by the Carthaginians ; that it was 
contrary to the treaty of Lutatius ; which provided, that 
no injury should be offered to the allies of either people ; 
and a manifest violation also of the convention made with 
Asdrubal; in which it was stipulated, that the Carthagini- 
ans should not pass the Iberus with an army. But on the 
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other hand, if the Carthaginians engaged in the war, 
because they had been forced to yield up Sardinia, and pay 
a second. tribute; if they only seized the first favourable 
occasion of avenging all the insults and the losses which 
their enemies, taking advantage also of the times, had 
brought upon them; it must then be owned, that their 
conduct may well be vindicated, upon. the principles of 
reason and of justice. . 

Among the undiscerning part of my readers, many per- 
haps will think, that I am too minute and tedious in these 
inquiries. It is true, indeed, that a distinct and close sur* 
vey of past events, though it might yield some entertain* 
ment to the curious, would, however,, be. of little use, if 
mankind were able of themselves, without the assistance, of 
example, to repel effectually every, stroke of fortune, and 
obviate the evils that are incident to life. . But such is 
human nature, that this can by no means be affirmed* 
either of public, societies, or of single men ; since the most 
fair and flourishing condition is so subject to decay and 
change, that we can build no lasting expectations on it; 
And it is on this account, that the knowledge of past trans-* 
actions ought to be esteemed not a mere amusement only, 
but rather an instructive and a necessary study. For un- 
less we have made due reflection upon the conduct of men 
iix former times, how. shall we learn, the arts of gaining 
allies and friends, when any danger threatens our country, 
or ourselves? If we meditate any conquest, or form any 
project of importance, how shall we be able, without this 
knowledge, to make choice of proper instruments for the 
execution of our designs ? Or, in case that we are satisfied 
with our present states and fortunes, how shall we support 
ourselves by such lasting strength and jcredit, as may at all 
times guard our interests from every thing that would un~ 
dermine and shake them? For those among whom we 
live, like actors on a stage,. appear before us under such a 
dress, as best may suit with the present times,- and with the 
characters which they assume. To these their words and 
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actions are all accommodated; so that it is hardly possible 
to penetrate into their real sentiments, or draw out the 
truth to light, from the darkness under which it is industri- 
ously concealed. But in the accounts of former ages, the 
facts themselves disclose to us the real views, and genuine 
disposition of the actors. • And from hence we are enabled 
to discern, in various circumstances, from whom we reason- 
ably may expect good offices, favour, assistance, or the 
contrary; and to know with perfect certainty, what kind of 
persons may be induced, to compassionate our distresses, 
defend our cause with zeal, and join us in avenging any 
injuries, to which we may have been exposed. A know- 
ledge surely of the greatest use and benefit, both in the ad- 
ministration of public affairs, and in the conduct also of 
private life. But in order, to gain this end, it will be ne- 
cessary, that both the author and the reader, instead of 
being satisfied with a bare relation of events, should care- 
fully consider all that passed both before and after, as well 
as at the time of each transaction. For if we take from 
history the motives to which 'every action owed its birth, 
the manner in which It was carried into execution, the end 
that was proposed, and whether the event was answerable 
or not to the first design; what remains is a mere exercise 
fit for schools, and not a work of science; and though it 
may afford perhaps some transient amusement to the mind, 
is. not capable of yielding any sound instruction, or lasting 
service. 

If any one should think, that few persons will be inclined 
either to buy, or read, this history, on account of the num- 
ber and the bulk of the books which it contains, let him 
consider, that it is much less difficult, both to purchase 
and to read through forty books, which give a close and 
uninterrupted relation of the affairs of Italy, Sicily, and 
Afric, from the time of Pyrrhus, at which the history of 
Timaeus is concluded, to the destruction of Carthage; and 
of all the great events that happened in the other parts of 
the world, from the flight of Gleomenes the Spartan, to 
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the battle between the Acheeans and the Romans near the 
Isthmus ; than either to procure, or read, all the separate 
and particular histories of these transactions. For besides 
that they exceed in bulk the size cf this work, it is certain 
also, that no real knowledge or improvement can be ex- 
pected from them. For they not only differ from each 
other in their accounts of facts, but in general take no 
notice of many great events that were coincident with those 
which they relate; and from which, if all of them were 
ranged together, and comprehended under one single view, 
the mind would be enabled to form a far more perfect 
judgment of the truth, than it can ever gain from a distinct 
and separate survey of each. We may also add, that by 
the very nature of their works these writers are debarred 
from those enquiries, which are of the first and chief im- 
portance. For the most useful part of history, as we have 
already mentioned, is the knowledge of what passed before 
and after every great event ; and especially of the causes 
that produced it. Thus for instance, the war of Philip 
gave occasion to that of Antiochus; that of Annibal, to 
the war with Philip ; and the war of Sicily to that of An* 
nibal : and between these wars, a great variety of incidents 
intervened, which, though different perhaps in their first 
aim and purpose, were at last all inclined together towards 
the same single end. Now this may all be fully understood 
from general history ; but by no means from the accounts 
of single wars, as that of Perseus, for instance, or of Philip. 
It might with equal reason be supposed, that the bare de- 
scription of particular battles, as they are found in these 
historians, would be sufficient to convey a perfect know- 
ledge of the disposition and entire economy of a ^whole 
war. But as this can never be expected from them, it is 
manifest, that a work like mine niust be judged in all 
points to excel particular histories, as much as solid instruc- 
tion is to be preferred to an empty tale. We now return 
from this digression. < 
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CHAP. IV. 

WHEN the Carthaginians had ended their discourse, 
the Romans made no reply to the arguments which they 
had urged in their defence. But the oldest of the ambas- 
sadors, folding his garment round him, and shewing it to 
the senate, told them, that therein were contained both 
peace and war; and they might choose whichever of the 
two best pleased them. The king of the Carthaginians 
answered, that he might throw out that which was most 
agreeable to himself. And when the ambassador replied 
that it should be war, the senate, with almost one voice, 
cried out, that they accepted it; after which the assembly 
separated. 

Annibal was at this time in winter quarters at New 
Carthage. He first sent home" the Spaniards to their 
several cities; in the hope, that by this indulgence he should 
fix them in his interests, and oblige them to his service for 
the time to come. He afterwards gave instructions to his 
brother Asdrubal, for governing the country in his absence, 
and defending it against the Romans. His last care was, 
in what manner he might most effectually provide for the 
quiet and security of Afric. For this purpose he put in 
practice a very sensible and wise expedient : making a body 
of African troops pass over into Spain, and another body 
of Spaniards into Afric ; and thus connecting both those 
countries in the bonds of a reciprocal fidelity. The troops 
of Spain that were sent into Afric, were the Thersitse, 
Mastians, some Spaniards of the mountains, and the 01- 
cades. Their numbers amounted in the whole to twelve 
hundred horse, and thirteen thousand, eight hundred, and 
fifty foot* To these were added also eight hundred and 
seventy Baleares ; a people whose name, as well as that of 
the island which they inhabit, is derived from their custom 
of using a sling in battle. These troops were all distri- 
buted through (he parts of Afric called Metagonia; a small 
number only excepted, who were sent to Carthage. Four 
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thousand Metagonians were stationed also in that city ; as 
well to serve as hostages as to assist in the defence of the 
place. 

With Asdrubal in Spain, he left fifty quihqueremes, two 
quadriremes, and five triremes. Thirty-two of the quin- 
queremes, and the five triremes, were completely equipped. 
To these he added likewise a body of forces, both horse 
and foot. J The' cavalry consisted of four hundred and fifty 
Libyphcenicians and Africans, three hundred Lorgitae; 
and a mixed' body of eighteen hundred, composed of Nu- 
micliatis, Massy li an s, Macians, Massaesylians, and Mauru- 
sians, whose country lay towards the ocean. The infantry 
was composed of eleven thousand, eight hundred, and fifty 
Africans ; three hundred Ligurians ; and five hundred Ba- 
leares ; together with twenty-one elephants. If I have 
given here a more precise and accurate detail of all that 
was now transacted by Annibal in Spain, than could 
perhaps have been expected even from one who himself 
had borne some part in the conduct of those affairs, I must 
desire the reader not to think it strange; nor to rank me 
among those writers who cover their own fictions under 
such a dress, as may seem most nearly to resemble the form 
of truth. For I found at Lacinium a table of brass, on : 
which all these circumstances were engraved, by the orders 
of Annibal himself, when he was in Italy. And as this 
seemed to be a monument of the first authority, I have 
closely copied it in my relation. 

Annibal, having thus provided in the fullest manner for 
the security both of Spain and Afric, now waited only for 
the arrival of those messengers that were expected to re- 
turn to him from the Gauls. For he had endeavoured to 
inform himself; with all the exactness that was possible, of 
the fertility of the" country that lay beneath the Alps, and 
along the Po; of the numbers and courage of the people; 
and above all* whether they still retained any resentment 
against the Romans, from their former wars; of which we 
have already given some account, that the reader might 
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more fully comprehend the things which we are now going 
to relate. His chief expectations of success in his intended 
enterprise were built indeed upon the assistance which he 
hoped to find among the Gauls. For it seemed scarcely 
possible to maintain the war in Italy against the Romans, 
unless these nations could be engaged to join him with their 
forces, after he had first surmounted the difficulties of the 
country that lay between. He sent therefore, with the 
greatest care, to all the chiefs that lived among the Alps, 
and to those likewise who possessed the country on this side 
of tUem ; and endeavoured by every kind of promise to 
tempt their hopes, and draw them to his party. At last, 
•when his messengers were returned, and had informed him, 
that the Gauls were perfectly disposed to favour bis design, 
and even expected his approach with eagerness; and that 
the passage across the Alps, though likely to be attended 
with great pains and difficulty, was such, however, as in the 
end might be surmounted; as the spring advanced, he 
drew out all his forces from their winter quarters. The 
news also, which he had just before received from Carthage, 
had greatly raised his hopes, and given him full assurance 
of the approbation of his fellow-citizens. He now, there* 
fore, openly declared his intentions to the army, and ex- 
horted them to make war against the Romans. He 
informed them of the manner in which this people had 
demanded, that himself, together with the other chiefs, 
should be delivered into their hands. He described the 
richness of the country through which they were to pass ; 
ami acquainted them with the favourable disposition of the 
Gauls, and the promise which they had made to join him 
with their forces. When the multitude cried out, that 
they would cheerfully attend him, he applauded their 
alacrity, fixed, the day for their departure, and dismissed 
the assembly. 

These things then being all thus regulated during the 
time of winter, and the necessary measures taken for the 
security of both Spain and Afric, on the day appointed 
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Airabal began his march, with ninety thousand foot, and 
twelve thousand horse* He passed the Iberus, and with 
incredible rapidity, though not without many obstinate 
battles, and a great loss of men, reduced all the nations that 
inhabited between that river and the Pyrenaean mountains; 
the Ilurgetes, Bargusians, ^Ereoosians, and Andosiuians. 
He gave to Hanno the care of the conquered countries, 
with a power to exercise an entire and absolute, sovereignty 
over the Bargusians, because these especially were sus- 
pected of Savouring the interests of the Romaus. He left 
ako with him a detachment from his .array, often thousand 
foot, and a thousand horse ; together with all the baggage 
of the troops that were designed to attend him into Italy. 
He sent, back, likewise, an equal number of the Spanish 
farces to their several cities; being desirous not only to 
secure to himself, by this indulgence, the favour of the 
people that were now dismissed ; but to encourage also, by 
the hope of returning again to their native country, both 
the troops that were engaged to follow him in the present 
expedition, and those likewise that were left behind him in 
Spain, in case that he should want their service in any 
future exigency. 

, The army thus disincumbered of the heavy baggage, and 
consisting in the whole of fifty thousand foot and nine 
thousand horsey continued their march forwards, by the 
way of the Pyren^an mountains, in order to pass the 
Rhone; being not so considerable in their numbers, as 
from the goodness -of their troops. For they were all tried 
soldiers; men well disciplined, and inured to action, by 
the continual engagements which they had sustained in 
Spain. 

But in order to clear this part of our history from all 
obscurity, it will he necessary to trace out distinctly the 
country from whence Annibal began his march, the places 
through which be passed; and the way by which he first 
entered' Italy. Nor will it be sufficient, barely to insert the- 
names of rivers and of cities, as some historians have done ; 
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imagining, that the recital of their names alone most at 
oooe convey a full conception of .the places. With regard 
to those places indeed, with which we have been before ac- 
quainted, die mention of their names, ae it recall* them to 
the memory, perhaps may be sufficient for the end that is 
proposed* But with respect to those, of which we have no 
previous knowledge, it must be allowed, that bo greater 
advantage can arise from the hare recital of their nanwe, 
than from the repetition of any other sounds that are void 
of sense and meaning, which anly strike the ear, but make 
no impression on the understanding. For unless the mind 
has something to which it can apply and fix itself; some- 
thing already conceived and understood* so which that 
which is heard may be referred; it must of necessity be 
lost is doubt and ignorance. Sioce, therefore, we are to 
speak of things unknown, we shaU endeavour to lead Che 
reader to a right apprehension of them, by connecting 
them with those that are already known and. familiar to 
fcivu 

The first and tnoet general notion then, in which all 
mankind agree, and which even the vulgar apprehend, is 
that by which we conceive the heavens round us to be 
divided into the four quarters of East, West, North, and 
South. The next step is, Co consider the several parts of 
the earth as lying beneath the one or other of tbese divi- 
sions; and thus we are able to refer, even the places which 
we have •ever seen or known, to some settled and deter* 
initiate conception. This being done with regard to the 
whole earth, it remains that we observe (the. same method 
of division in speaking of that portion of it which we knoff 
to be inhabited. Now this consists of three separate parts; 
the first of which is called Asia, the second Afric, and the 
last Europe; and these are bounded by the Tanais, the 
Nile, and the straits of the Pilars of Hercules. Between 
the Tanais and due Nile, lies Asia : aod iu situation, with 
respect to the heavens is beneath that space which is con* 
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tained between the north-east and the south. Afric lies 
between the Nile and the Pillars of Hercules; under that 
part of the heavens which extends from the south to the 
south-west, and from thence forwards to the west, which 
coincides with the Pillars of Hercules. So that these two 
countries, taken together in a general view, possess all the 
space from east to west, on the southern side of the Medi- 
terranean sea. Opposite to these, on the north side of the 
same sea, lies Europe; being extended also, without any in- 
terruption, from east to west. The greatest and the most 
considerable part of it is that which falls beneath the north, 
and possesses all the space between the river Tanais and 
Narbo ; which last place is situated towards the west, at a 
small distance only from Massilia, and those mouths by 
which the Rhone discharges itself into the Sardinian sea. 
The Gauls are the people who possess the country from 
Narbo to the Pyrenaeah mountains; which extend in one 
continued chain from the Mediterranean sea to the ocean. 
The rest of Europe, from these mountains westward to the 
Pillars of Hercules, is bounded partly by the Mediterra- 
nean, and partly by the ocean, or exterior sea. The 
country which lies along the former, as far as to the Pillars 
of Hercules, is called Spain. But that which is washed by 
the exterior, or great sea, having been but lately discovered, 
lias not yet obtained any settled name. It is possessed by 
a race of barbarous people, who are very numerous; and 
of whom we shall take occasion to speak more- particularly 
in another place. But as it has never yet been known with 
any certainty, whether Ethiopia, which is the place where 
Asia and Afric meet together, be a continent extending for- 
wards to the south, or whether it be surrounded by the sea; so 
those parts of Europe likewise, that lie between NarbQ and 
the Tanais towards the north, have hitherto been quite 
concealed from our discoveries. In some future time, per- 
haps, our pains may lead us to a. knowledge of those 
countries. But all that has hitherto been written or re- 
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ported of them must be considered as mere fable and in- 
vention, and not the fruit of any real search or genuine in- 
formation. 

This, I think, will be sufficient to give the reader some 
conception even of those places to which he is a stranger ; 
as he may now be able always to refer them to the one or 
other of these general divisions marked oat and ascertained 
by the position of the heavens; and may tarn his mind 
towards them as often as they are named in the course of 
this work, in the same manner as the eye directs its view to 
any object that is pointed out to its observance. We now 
resume our narration. 

The Carthaginians were at this time possessed of all that 
part of Afric which lies along the Mediterranean sea, from 
the Phihenean Altars, which are opposite to the greater 
Syrtis, to the Pillars of Hercules. This coast, in its full 
extent, includes a space of more than sixteen thousand 
stadia. They had also passed the Straits, and subdued all 
Spain as far as to those rocks, which, on the side towards 
the Mediterranean sea, form the extreme point of the Py re- 
nsean mountains; the boundary that divides Spain from 
Gaul. These rocks are distant from the Pillars of Her- 
cules about eight thousand stadia. 

The distance from the same Pillars to New Carthage, 
from whence Annibal began his march towards Italy, is 
three thousand stadia ; from that city to the lberus, two 
thousand six hundred ; and from thence to Emporium, six- 
teen hundred; and the same nunibet- afterwards to the 
passage of the Rhone.' For the whole of this route has 
been accurately measured by the Romans ; and distin- 
guished by distances, each of eight stadia. From the 
passage of the Rhone, if we take our course up the river, 
to the beginning of the Alps, we may count the distance to 
be fourteen hundred stadia; and the road across those 
mountains, till we arrive in the plains that are watered by 
the Po, twelve hundred 'more. Thus the route which 
Annibal now designed to take, from New Carthage into 
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Italy, contained in its whole length about nine thousand 
stadia. 

He had already surmounted almost one half of this long 
march ; but the most dangerous and difficult part was yet 
to come. He was now preparing to lead his army through 
the passes of the Pyrenasan mountains, not without some 
apprehension that the Gauls might take advantage of the 
strength of those defiles* and fall upon him in his march. 
When the Romans were informed by their ambassadors of 
all that had been debated and determined in the senate of 
Carthage, and at the same time heard with great surprise, 
that Annibal was already advanced beyond the Iberos. 
They resolved, therefore, that an army should immediately 
be raised and sent to Spain, under the command of Publius 
Cornelius; and another, with Tiberius Sempronius, into 
Afric And while the consuls were employed in perfecting 
the levies, and making all the necessary preparations, they 
used their utmost diligence to complete the settlement of 
those colonies, which they had some time before resolved 
to send into Gaul. They made baste to enclose the towns 
with walls; and ordered the citizens that. were to inhabit 
them, of whom six thousand were allotted to each colony, 
to be all present on the place within thirty days. The one 
of these new cities was built on this side of the Po, and 
called Placentia; the other on the other side^ and was named 
Cremona. 

But scarcely were the inhabitants arrived, when the 
Boian Gauls, who had long watched in secret for some fa- 
vourable occasion to shake off. their alliance with the Ro- 
mans, being now encouraged by the near approach of the 
Carthaginian army, resolved openly to revolt; shewing no 
regard to the safety of their countrymen, whom they had 
given as hostages at the conclusion of their last war against 
the Romans, which we described in the former book. And 
having prevailed with the Insubrians likewise, whose old 
resentment against the Romans was not yet extinguished, 
to assist them with their forces, they wasted all the lands 
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that were allotted to these new colonies; pursued the Ro- 
mans, who fled before them, as far aa Mutinal, another of 
their colonies, and invested them closely in the place. There 
were among them three Romans of distinguished rank, who 
had -been sent to inspect the distribution of the lands* One 
of them, Cains Lutatius, was of consular, and the other two 
of protorian dignity* These desired to hare an interview 
with the enemy, to which the Boians readily consented. 
But as they were returning from the conference, the Gauls 
treacherously seized and kept them prisoners; imagining 
that, through their means, they should recover their own 
hostages from the Romans. The praetor L. Manlius, who 
was posted with some troopa upon the frontiers of the 
country, no sooner was informed of what had happened, 
than he advanced in haste towards the enemy* But the 
Boians, having placed their army in ambuscade in a certain 
forest, through which the Romans were to pass, as soon as 
they appeared, fell suddenly upon them from every quarter, 
and killed many of them. The rest fled lit first with great 
precipitation; but having gained the neighbouring bills, 
they rallied again their broken forces, and retreated with 
some kind of order, but in a manner that was scarcely 
honourable. The Gauls followed close behind, and blocked 
up these troops likewise in a village that was called Tanes, 
into which they bad retired. As soon as it was known at 
Rome that their army was thus closely invested by the 
enemy, and the siege pressed with vigour, they sent away 
immediately to their relief, under the conduct of a prqstor, 
the legions that had been raised for Publius; and ga?e 
orders, that the consul should make new levies among the 
allies. Such then in general, as we have described it both 
here and in the former parts of this work, was the state and 
condition of the Gauls, from their first settlement in the 
country to the time of Annibal's arrival in it. 
- The Roman consuls, having severally completed aU the 
necessary preparations, sailed out to sea in tfa* beginning 
of the spring: Publius with sixty vessels, to go into Spain; 
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and Tiberius, with a fleet of a hundred and sixty quinque- 
remes, to prosecute the war in Afric. The zeal and eager- 
ness that appeared in the conduct of the last of these, and 
the preparations which he made at Lilybaeum, drawing to- 
gether troops and stores of every kind, and from every 
quarter, were all so great and formidable, that it seemed as 
if he meditated nothing less, than to lay siege to Carthage 
itself upon his first .arrival. Publius, steering his course 
along the Ligurian coast, arrived on the fifth day in the 
neighbourhood of Massilia; and having anchored in 
the first mouth of the Rhone, which was called the Massi- 
lian mouth, he landed his forces there. He had heard, 
that Annibal had already passed the Pyrenean mountains, 
but was persuaded that he must still be at a considerable 
distance from him ; as the country through which he was to 
march was extremely difficult, and the Gauls around him 
very numerous. But Annibal having, with wonderful 
success, gained some of the Gauls with presents, and re- 
duced the rest by force, continued his route forwards, 
keeping the sea of Sardinia on his right, and was now ar- 
rived upon the banks of the Rhone. When the news, came 
that the enemy was so near, Publius, being in part sur- 
prised at this celerity, which seemed indeed to exceed all 
belief, and partly desirous also to be informed exactly of 
the truth, sent away three hundred of the bravest of his 
horse to make discoveries, together with a body of Gallic 
mercenaries that belonged to the Massilians; who were to 
serve as guides, and to support the. cavalry also, if there 
should be occasion for it; while himself, in the mean time, 
employed his care to recover the troops from the fatigue 
which they had suffered in the voyage; and consulted with 
the tribunes concerning the posts that were most proper to 
be taken, and the place in which they might with best ad-, 
vantage meet and offer battle to the enemy. 

Annibal, having now fixed his camp upon the Rhone, 
at the distance of about four days' journey from the sea, 
resolved to make his passage in that place, because the 
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stream was narrow there, and confined within the proper 
channel of the river. By his gentle treatment of those 
that lived along the banks, he prevailed upon them to sell 
to him all their canoes and boats, the number of which 
was very great ; for almost all the people that dwell near 
the Rhone are employed in constant commerce upon the 
sea. They supplied him also with the wood that was 
proper for making the canoes ; and in two days' time an 
incredible quantity of those vessels was finished by the 
army. For the soldiers all attended to their task with 
the greatest earnestness, as if each man had resolved to be 
indebted to no labour but his own for his passage across 
the river. But about this time a very great army of 
barbarians appeared on the other side, ready to oppose 
the Carthaginians in their landing. Annibal having seen 
their numbers, and considered with himself that as it was 
by no means possible to pass the river in defiance of so 
great a force, sojon the other hand, in case that he should 
long remain in his present post, he must soon be inclosed 
on every side by enemies, as soon as the third night came 
on, sent away a part of his army under the care of Hanno, 
the son of king Bomilcar, with some of the natives of the 
country to serve as guides. These troops, when they had 
marched about two hundred stadia up the stream, at last 
rested in a place where a small island divided the river 
into two. And having cut down trees from a neighbouring 
forest, some of which they joined, and bound some toge- 
ther with cords in a hasty manner, in a short time they 
completed a number of floats sufficient for the present 
necessity, and passed the river upon them without any 
resistance from the enemy. And having seized a strong 
and advantageous post, they remained upon it during that 
whole day; reposing themselves after the fatigue of their 
march, and making all things ready for the ensuing com- 
bat, agreeably to the orders which they had received. 
The rest of the troops that were left with Annibal were in 
like manner employed in taking such refreshment as was 
vol. i. g 
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necessary, and completing all their preparations, But 
the point of greatest difficulty was, to contrive a method 
for the safe passage of the elephants, which were thirty- 
seven in number; and this indeed occasioned no small 
epibarrassment and pain. 

On the fifth night after the arrival of the Carthaginians 
uj3on the Rhone, the detachment that had already passed 
i{ began their march before break of day, and advanced 
along the banks of the river towards the enemy. At the 
same time Annibal, having all bis troops in readiness, 
disposed every thing for their immediate passage. The 
larger boats were. Med with the heavy-armed horsey and 
the infantry embarked in the canoes. The first were 
stationed higher up the stream, while the latter took their 
place below them; that when the strength and violence of 
the current had first been brokep by the heavier vessels, 
the passage of the rest might be more secure and .easy. 
Thj? horses were made to swinj across* being towed .along 
behind the larger boats. And as three, or four w$re in 
this planner conducted together by a single soldi^ who 
was placed for that purpose upon either side of the stern 
of every vessel, a considerable number of them were JLagded 
on the other side, in the very first passage oyer. 

The barbarians, as soon as they perceived the disposi- 
tion that was made, ran down frqm their camp in crowds, 
without observing any order; and were persuaded that 
they should be able, with the greatest ease?, to prevent the 
Carthaginians from landing. But Annibal, having, now 
discerned the smoke on the other side, which the detach- 
xp#nt from his army had been directed to make, as the 
signal of their pear apprQacb, ordered all the trpops to get 
immediately on board ; and that those, who we^e in. the 
lfrgpr vessels, should direct their course against the 
stream, in such a manner as might most effectually break 
its, violence. His orders were exequt^d in a^ ix^taut. 
The troops, as they embarked, pursued their w ; ork with 
loud and eager emulation: animating each 9ther by their 
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cries, and struggling with all their strength* to rfarroount 
the violence of the stream : while the view of both the 
armies* with which the banks on either side were covered; 
the cries of the Carthaginians from the shore, calling after 
their companions, and seeming as it were to divide their 
labour with them \ the noise of the barbarians on the other 
side, who demanded the combat with loud screams and 
shoots } formed all together a scene of great astonishment 
and horror. At this time, the troops that were led by 
Hanno appeared suddenly on the other side. And while 
one part of them set fire to the camp of the enemy, which 
was left without defence, the rest and greater part made 
haste to fall upon the rear of those that were defending the 
passage of the river. The barbarians were struck with 
terror at an event so strange and unexpected. Some ran 
in haste towards the camp, to atop the progress of the 
flames; while others were constrained to turn, and defend 
themselves against the enemy. When Annibal perceived 
that all things had conspired most favourably with his 
designs) as fast as the forces landed, he drew theto up in 
order, and led them to the charge. The barbarians, who 
had begun the combat in disorder, and whose conster- 
nation was now completed by the sudden attack that was 
made upon them from behind, were in a short time r6uted, 
and forced to fly. The Carthaginian general, being thus 
in the same instant master of his passage, and victorious 
against the enemy, gave immediate orders for passing the 
rest of the army over. And having in a short time 
brought all the troops to land* he encamped that night 
along the border of the river. 

On the following day, Annibal, • having received the 
news that the Roman fleet had cast anchor near the mouth 
of the Rhone, sent away a body of five hundred Numidian 
horse, to take a view of the situation of the enemy, and to 
discover their numbers and designs. He gave directions 
also for the passage of the elephants across the river. And 
having afterwards called together the troops, he introduced 
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among them Magilus, a petty king, who had come to him . 
from tbe country near the Po; and who now, with the 
help of an interpreter, informed the assembly of all the 
resolutions which the Ganls had taken in their favour. 
This expedient was such, indeed, as could scarcely fail to 
raise the spirits of the army, and inspire them, with con- 
fidence and courage. For, in the first place, as the bare 
sight alone and presence of the Gauls, exhorting them to 
proceed in their designs, and promising that they would, 
bear an equal part in all the fortune of the war, was .itself 
a circumstance of great force and moment : so the assur- 
ance likewise, that was now repeated by his people, that 
they would lead the army into Italy, by a way that was 
both short and safe, and through places that would yield a 
full supply to all their wants, seemed highly probable, and 
such as well deserved their credit. They spoke with great 
advantage also of the extent and richness of the country, 
into which they were going to enter; and of the zeal and 
prompt alacrity of tbe people, upon whose assistance they 
designed chiefly to rely, for maintaining the war against 
the Romans. 

The Gauls, after this discourse, retired: and Annibal 
himself came into the assembly. He began with reminding 
the soldiers of their past exploits. He desired them to 
remember, that though they had often been engaged in 
designs of the greatest difficulty as well as danger, they bad 
never yet failed in any enterprise, because they had been 
always careful to repose a perfect confidence in the wisdom 
of their general, and paid an entire submission to his will. 
He exhorted them, to be still assured of the same success : 
and to be persuaded, that they had already accomplished 
the most important part of their intended labour; since 
they bad happily passed the Rhone, and seen with their 
own eyes the friendly disposition of their allies towards 
them, and their zeal for the war. With regard, therefore, 
to the particular measures that were now to be pursued, 
he conjured them to throw away all concern, and to rest 
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securely upon his care and conduct, for the entire manage* 
ment of the whole. That they should be ready only to 
receive and execute his orders; to acquit themselves at all 
times like men of courage; and maintain the glory of their 
former actions. The multitude testified their applause 
by shouts; and shewed the greatest ardour and alacrity* 
Annibal praised their zeal: and having recommended 
them all to the favour and protection of the gods, and 
directed them to make all things ready for their march on 
the following day, he dismissed the assembly. 

About this time, the Numidian horse, that had been 
sent to make discoveries, returned to the camp. A great 
part of the detachment had been killed ; and die rest were 
forced to fly. - For no sooner had they gained a moderate 
distance from the camp, than they were met by the de- 
tachment of the Roman cavalry, which Publius had sent 
away upon the same design. The engagement that ensued 
between them was so sharp and obstinate, that a hundred 
and forty Gauls and Romans fell on one side, and more 
than two hundred Numidians on the other. The Romans, 
in pursuit of those that fled, advanced even close to the 
intrenchments of the Carthaginians : and having taken an 
exact and thorough view of all the camp, they returned 
again in haste, and informed the consul of the. arrival of 
the enemy. . Publius, having first sent the baggage to the 
ships, immediately decamped, and advanced with all the 
army along the banks of the river, with design to overtake 
the. Carthaginians, and to force them to a battle without 
delay. . 

But-early in the morning of the following day, Annibal, 
having posted bis cavalry as a reserve on the side towards 
the sea* commanded the infantry to begin their march; 
while himself waited to receive the elephants, and the men 
that were left with them on the other side of the river. 
The passage of the elephants was performed in the fol- 
lowing manner. When they had made a sufficient number 
of floats, they joined two together, and fastened them 
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strongly to the ground, upon the baak of the river. The 
breadth of both together was about fifty feet. To the 
extremity of these they fixed* two more, which were 
extended over into the water : and to prevent the whole 
from being loosened and carried down the river by the 
rapidity of the current, they secured the side, thai was 
(turned against the stream, by strong cables fastened to Che 
trees along the bank. Having, in this manner, finished 
a kind of bridge, which was extended to the length of 
about two hundred feet, they then added to it two other 
floats of a much larger size, which were very firmly joined 
together, but were fastened in so slight a manner to the 
restt that they might at any time be separated from them 
with little difficulty. A great number of ropes were fixed 
to these last floats ; by the help of which, the boats, that 
were designed to tow them over, might hold them firm 
against the violence of the stream, and carry them in safety 
with th0 elephants to the other side. They then spread a 
quantity pfoarth over all the floats, that their colour and 
appearance might, as nearly as was possible, resemble the 
ground on shore. The elephants were usually very tract- 
able upon land, and easy to be governed by their con- 
ductors, but were at all times under the greatest appre- 
hensions whenever they approached the water. Upon this 
occasion, therefore, they took two female elephants, and 
led diem first along the floats. The rest readily fallowed. 
But no sooner were they arrived upon the farthest floats, 
than, the ropes being cut which bound them to the rest, 
they were immediately towed away by the boats Upwards 
the other side. The elephants were seized with extreme 
dread, and moved from side to side in great fury and 
disorder. But when they saw that they were every way 
surrounded by the water, their very fears at last con* 
Strained them to remain quiej in their place. In this 
manner, two other floats being from time to time prepared 
and fitted to the rest, the greater part of the elephants 
were carried safely over. There were some indeed, that 
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were so much disordered by their fears, that they threw 
themselves into the river in the midst of their passage* 
This accident was* fatal to their conductors, who perished 
in the stream. But the beasts themselves, exerting all 
their strength, and raising their large trunks above the 
surface of the river, were by that means enabled not only 
to breathe freely, but to discharge the waters also, as fast 
as they received them: and having by long struggling 
surmounted likewise the rapidity of the stream, they at 
last all gained the opposite bank in safety. 

As soon as this work was finished, Annibal, making his 
rear guard of the elephants and cavalry, continued his 
inarch along the river; directing his route from the sea 
towards the east, as if he had designed to pass into the 
middle parts of Europe. 

The Rhone has its sources above the Adriatic gulf in 
those parts of the Alps that stAnd towards the north, and 
at first flows westward. But afterwards it bends its stream 
towards the south-west, and discharges itself into the Sar- 
dinian sea. This river runs chiefly through a valley, the 
northern side of which is inhabited by the Ardyan Gauls; 
the southern parts being all bounded by the Alps, which 
look towards the north. The plains around the Po, which 
we have already described at large, are separated also 
from this valley by the Alps; which beginning near 
Massiliat ire from thende extended even to the inmost 
extremity of the Adriatic gulf. And these were the moun- 
tains which Annibal was to pass, as he came forwards 
from the Rhone to enter Italy. 

There are some historians, who, in the description which 
they have given us of these mountains, and of the inarch 
of Annibal across them, while their design is to strike the 
reader with a view of something wonderful and strange, 
are unwarily betrayed into two faults, the most contrary of 
Any to the true character of history*. For they relate such 
thing* as are manifestly fldse ; and, on many occasion* also, 
ate forced even to refute their own accounts. They speak 
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of Annibal, as a general, whose prudence and whose 
courage were such as never could be equalled; and yet at 
the same time they plainly prove him to have been of all 
men the most irrational and senseless. As often, too, as 
they find it difficult to bring the fables which they have 
feigned to any probable conclusion, they introduce the 
gods and demi-gods into a history, whose proper business is 
to treat of real facts. Thus they represent the Alps to be 
in every part so steep and broken, that not only the cavalry, 
the heavy infantry, and the elephants, but even the light- 
armed foot, must in vain have attempted to surmount them. 
They describe them likewise to have been entirely destitute 
of all inhabitants; so that unless some god or hero had 
appeared, and pointed out the road to Annibal, he might 
still have wandered, ignorant of his way, till the whole 
army had been lost. 

Now this account of things is both inconsistent with 
itself, and false. For must not Annibal have been esteemed 
the most imprudent and most rash of all commanders, if 
he had set out upon his march, tit the bead of so great an 
army, upon which he had also built the noblest expectations, 
without being first informed of the direction of his route, 
and the places through which he was to pass; in a word, 
without knowing into what kind of country he was going 
to enter, and what people he was likely to encounter in the 
way ? and must it not be thought a still more high degree 
of folly, to have engaged thus blindly in an attempt, which 
was so far from yielding any reasonable prospect of success, 
that, on the contrary, it was. not even in its nature practica- 
ble? Yet these writers, while they lead him through a 
country, of which he had received no previous knowledge, 
ascribe to him such a conduct, at a time when his army 
was entire, and his hopes all fair and flourishing, as no 
other general would ever have pursued, even in the most 
weak and desperate state. With regard also to that which 
they relate, concerning the desert condition and insuper- 
able roughness of the Alps; it must appear at once to be 
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a. most direct and notorious falsehood. For the Gauls, 
that lived along the Rhone, had often passed these moun- 
tains. And even not long before the time of Annibal, they 
had led a very numerous army over them, to join the Cis- 
alpine Gauls in their wars against the Romans, as we 
shewed particularly in the former book. The Alps them- 
selves are inhabited also by a numerous people. But these 
historians, through the want of being acquainted with all 
these circumstances, are obliged to feign the appearance of 
some demi-god, to direct the Carthaginians in their march; 
following in this the example of the tragic writers. For 
as these are forced to introduce a deity in the catastrophe 
of their pieces, because their fables are founded neither on 
truth nor sense: so these historians likewise, when they 
have filled their first relations with circumstances that are 
both improbable and false, must of necessity have recourse 
to the gods and demi-gods, to clear the difficulties in which 
they have involved their story. For if the beginning be 
contrary to truth and nature, the end also must be the 
same. But, notwithstanding all which these writers may 
pretend, it is certain that Annibal, in the conduct of this 
enterprise, had taken all his measures with the best judg- 
ment and precaution. For he had informed himself with 
great exactness of the nature of the country through which 
he was to pass : he was well assured of the goodness of it; 
and of the inveterate hatred, which the people bore against 
the Romans. And that he might be able also to surmount 
the difficulties of the way, he chose for guides the natiyes 
of the country ; men, engaged with him in the same designs, 
and actuated by the same common hopes. With regard 
to myself, I may be allowed to speak of these things with 
some confidence. For I not only received my accounts 
from persons that lived in the times of which I am writing, 
but havQ also passed the Alps, for the sake of gaining a 
more full and accurate knowledge of the truth. 
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CHAP. V. 

V/N the third day after the Carthaginians had began 
their march, the Roman consul Publius arrived at the place 
where they had passed the river. When he found that the 
enemy was gone, his surprise was very great) and not in- 
deed without good reason. For he had persuaded himself, 
that they would by no means venture to pass that way into 
Italy, amidst so many barbarous nations, noted for their 
fraud and perfidy* But as he saw, however, that they bad 
made, the attempt, be returned in haste to his ships* and 
ordered all the forces immediately to embark. And having 
sent away his brother into Spain, he steered his course 
back again to Italy ; designing to march with the greatest 
diligence through Tyrrhenia; and so to reach the Alps, 
before the Carthaginians should be able to have passed 
those mountains. The latter, continuing their route for- 
wards, arrived, after four days' march from the passage of 
the Rhone, at a place that was very fertile in corn, and 
possessed by a numerous people. It was called the Island-; 
because the Rhone and Isara, running on both sides of it, 
fall together below, and sharpen the land into a point. 
This place, both in its size and figure, resembles that part 
of Egypt which is called the Del to: with this difference 
only, that one of the sides of the latter is washed by the 
sea, which receives the rivers that inclose the other two, 
whereas the third side of the island is defended by a chain 
of very rough and lofty mountains, which indeed are al- 
most inaccessible. It happened that at this time there 
were two brothers in arms against each other, contending 
for the sovereignty of the place. The eldest of them im- 
mediately had recourse to the Carthaginians, and implored 
their aid to secure him the possession of his rights. Anni- 
bal embraced the occasion with no small joy,. being well 
aware of the advantages that would result from it to biw- 
self. Having joined his forces therefore with this prince, 
he defeated and drove out the younger brother, and was 
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well rewarded by the conqueror for the assistance which 
he had given him* For he not only supplied the troops 
with com and other necessaries in large abundance, but 
exchanged likewise all their arms, that were unpaired and 
worn by use, for others that were soand and new. He 
famished a great part of die soldiers also with new habits, 
and especially with shoes, which were of singular service 
to them in their march afterwards across the mountains. 
But the chief advantage was, that he attended with all his 
forces upon the rear of the Carthaginian army, through 
die whole country of the Allobroges, which they could 
not otherwise have passed without great fear and caution, 
and secured their march from insult, till they arrived at 
the foot of the Alps. 

When the army, after they had marched ten days along # 
the Rhone, and had reached the distance of about eight 
hundred stadia from the place where they passed the river, 
were just now preparing to ascend the Alps, they found 
themselves in a situation that seemed likely to prove fatal 
to them. The chiefs of the Allobroges had suffered them 
to pass the plains, without any interruption or disturbance, 
being restrained in part by their apprehensions of the Car- 
thaginian cavalry, and partly also by the dread of those 
barbarians that followed in the rear. But when the latter 
had returned back again to their country, and Annibal 
with the foremost of his troops was now beginning to enter 
the difficult passes of the mountains, they drew together 
their forces in great numbers, and possessed themselves of 
all the posts, that commanded the defiles through which 
the Carthaginians were obliged to pass. If this design 
had been conducted with due secrecy and caution, the 
whole army must have been destroyed without resource. 
But as they employed no pains to cover their intentions, 
the attempt, though it brought great loss upon the Car- 
thaginians, proved no less pernicious to themselves. 

For when Annibal perceived that the enemy had thus 
on all the advantageous posts, he encamped at the 
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foot of the mountains! and . sent away some of the Gauls 
that served, as guides, in his army, to discover their dispo- 
sition, conduct, and designs. When these returned, they 
acquainted him, that, during the time of day, the barba- 
rians remained constant in their stations, and kept a care- 
ful guard upon them, but retired, as soon as night came 
on, to a neighbouring town. The general, having formed 
.bis measures upon this intelligence, continued his march 
in open view, as far as the entrance of the defiles, and en- 
camped very near the enemy. And when night came on, 
he ordered fires to be lighted, and the greater part of the 
army to remain in the camp : while himself, having selected 
some of the bravest of the troops, and disencumbered them 
of every thing that might retard their march, advanced 
through the passes, and seized the posts which the enemy 
had now deserted. When day appeared, and the barba- 
rians saw what had happened, they were forced to desist 
from their first design. But having afterwards observed, 
that the cavalry, and the beasts that conveyed the baggage, 
being crowded and pressed close together by the . narrow- 
ness of the way, advanced very slowly forwards, and not 
without the greatest difficulty, they seized the occasion 
that appeared so favourable, and fell upon them as they 
marched in many parts at once. The destruction that 
ensued was very great ; especially of the horses and beasts 
of burden. But the loss of these was rather owing to 
the badness of the ground on which they stood, than to 
any efforts of the enemy. For as the way was not only 
very rough and narrow, but was bounded also on every 
side by steep and craggy rocks, the beasts, that were loaded 
with the baggage, were overturned by every shock, and 
hurried headlong with their burdens down the precipices. 
.This disorder was occasioned chiefly by the horses that 
were wounded. For these, being rendered senseless and 
ungovernable, not only fell against the beasts of burden 
that were near them, but forcing their way also through 
the ranks as they were labouring to advance, filled every 
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thing with tumult, and bore down all that was within their - 
reach. 

But ' Annibal, perceiving this disorder, and reflecting 
with himself that the loss of the baggage alone must prove 
fatal to his army, though all the troops should escape with 
safety, advanced now in haste to their assistance, with the 
forces that had gained the hills in the night before; and rush- 
ing down with violence upon the enemy from those emi- 
nences, he killed great numbers of them ; but not without an ■• 
equal loss. For the cries and conflict of these new combatants 
greatly increased the former tumult of the march. At last, * 
however, the greater part of the Allobroges were slain, and 
the rest forced to fly. Annibal then conducted through the 
passes, though not without the greatest pains and difficulty, 
what remained of the cavalry and beasts of burden. And * 
having afterwards assembled as many of the troops as. 
he was able to draw together after the disorder of the late 
action, he advanced against the town, from whence the 
enemy had made their attack upon him. As the place 
was in a manner quite deserted by the people, who bad all 
gone out in search of booty, he became master of it upon 
his first approach; and from thence drew many great ad- 
vantages, with respect both to the • present and to future 
use. For besides the horses, beasts of burden, and pri- 
soners which he gained, he found likewise in it so large a 
quantity both of corn and cattle, that it proved sufficient to 
support the army during two or three days' march. By 
this conquest also, the people that lived along the sides of 
the mountains were struck with terror, and feared, to en- 
gage in any new attempt against him. 

Annibal, having rested in this place during one whole 
day, again decamped, and' continued his march to some 
distance forwards, without any accident. But on the fourth 
day he fell, a second time, into a danger from which it was 
not easy to escape. The inhabitants of those parts of the 
mountains, having formed the design, of surprising him by 
treachery, advanced to meet him with green branches in 
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their bands, and crowns upon tbeir heads; which is die 
signal of peace among the barbarous nations, as the cadt*- 
ceiss k among the Greeks. Annibal, being unwilling to 
trust too hastily to these appearances, questioned them with 
great exactness, concerning their intentions, and the pur- 
pose of their coming* They answered, thai; having been 
informed that be had taken a neighbouring town, and 
destroyed all those that had appeared in arms against him, 
they were come to assure him, that they bad no intention 
to do him any injury, and to request that he would offer 
none to them. They promised also, that they would leave 
some hostages in his hands, as a pledge of their sincerity. 
Annibal still was doubtful and irresolute, and apprehended 
some ill design. But when he had reflected with himself 
that his. compliance with the terms which this people now 
proposed might serve perhaps to render them more mild 
and cautious; and, on. the other hand, that, in case he 
should reject them, they would not fail to act against him 
as open enemies; he atlast resolved to embrace their offers, 
and, hi appearance at least, to consider them as friends. 
The barbarians brought their hostages ; supplied the army 
liberally with cattle ; and gave themselves up to the Car- 
thaginians with so little reserve or caution, that Annibal 
was in a great degree induced to throw away all suspicion; 
and even entrusted them with the charge of leading the 
army through the rest of the defiles. But when the Car- 
thaginians, after two days' march under the conduct of 
these guides, were now engaged in passing through a valley, 
that was surrounded on every side by steep and insuperable 
precipices, suddenly this treacherous people appeared be- 
hind them in great numbers, and fell with fury upon the 
rear. In this situation the whole army must inevitably 
have been destroyed, if Annibal, who stjill retained some 
little doubt of their sincerity, had not placed, by a wise 
precaution, the baggage with the cavalry. at the head of all 
the march, and the heavy infantry behind. These troops 
sustained the attack, and in part repelled the impending 
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ruin* The loss, however, was very great, both of men and 
hones, and hearts of burden. For the barbarians, advanc- 
ing still along the summit of the mountains, as the Cartha- 
ginians continued their march through the valley, both by 
slinging stones, and rolling down fragments of the rocks 
upon them, spread so great terror and disorder through 
the army, that Annibal, with one half of the troops, was 
forced to take his station for the night upon a naked and 
desert rock, to secure the cavalry and baggage, till they 
had all passed the valley. And this was at last accom- 
plished. But snch was the roughness and the difficulty of 
these defiles, that the whole night was scarcely sufficient for 
the work. % 

On the following day, the enemy being now retired, the 
Carthaginian general joined the cavalry, and continued his 
iparch towards the summit of the Alps. From this time 
the barbarians never came to attack him in any very nu- 
merous body. But some straggling parties of them, ap- 
pearing from time to time in different places, and falling, 
aa occasion served, sometimes upon the foremost troops, 
and sometimes on the rear, gave frequent interruption to 
his march, and carried away a part of the baggrige. The 
elephants were chiefly serviceable upon these occasions; 
for on which side soever they advanced, the enemy were 
struck with terror at the sight, and never ventured 
to approach. On the ninth day, having gajned at last 
the summit of the mountains, he there fixed his camp, 
and Tested during two whole days, that he might give 
some ease and refreshment to the troops that had per- 
formed their march with safety ; and that the others might 
also join him, who were not yet arrived. During this time 
many of the wounded horses, and of the beasts that had 
thrown their burdens in the late disorders of the march, 
having followed the traces of the army, arrived unex- 
pectedly in the camp. 

It was now near the time of winter. The mountains 
were already covered deep with snow, and the whole army 
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seemed to be under the greatest dejection and dismay; 
being not .only exhausted by the miseries which they had 
suffered, but disheartened also by the view of those that 
were yet to come. Annibal, therefore, had recourse to the 
only .expedient that remained to raise their drooping con- 
rage. He assembled the troops together, and from the 
summit of the Alps, which, wheo considered with regard to 
Italy, appear to stand as the citadel* of all the country, 
pointed to their view the plains beneath that were watered 
by the Po, and reminded them of the favourable disposition 
of the Gauls towards them. He shewed them also the very 
ground upon* which Rome itself was situated. By this 
prospect they were in some degree recovered from their 
fears. . On the morrow, therefore, they decamped, and 
began to descend the mountains. There was now no 
enemy that opposed their passage, except some lurking 
parties only, which sometimes fell upon them by surprise, 
for the sake of plunder. But by reason of the snows, and 
the badness of the ground, their loss was not much inferior 
to that which they had suffered in the ascent. For the way 
was .not only very steep and narrow, but so entirely covered 
alsaby the snow, that the feet knew not where to tread with 
safety; and as often as they turned aside from the proper 
track they were instantly hurried down some precipice. 
Yet the soldiers, to whom such accidents were now become 
familiar, sustained all this misery with an amazing firmness. 
At last they came to a place which neither the elephants 
nor the beasts of burden could in any manner pass; for 
the ground, which was before extremely steep and broken, 
to the. length of a stadium and a half, had again very lately 
fallen away, and left the road so narrow, that it was quite 
impracticable. At this sight the troops again were seized 
with consternation ; and even began to lose all the hopes of 
safety. Annibal at first endeavoured to avoid this route, 
by changing the direction of bis march, and making a 
circuit round it, but he soon was forced to desist from that 
design; for the way on every side was utterly insuperable, 
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through an accident -df a singular kind which is peculiar to 

the Alps. The snow* of die former year, having remained 

unmeked upon the mountains, were now covered over by 

those that had fallen in the present winter. The latter 

bring soft* and of no great depth, gave an eddy admission 

to the feet But when these were trodden through, and 

tht soldiers began to touch the snows that lajf beneath, 

which were now become so firm chat they would yield to no 

impression, their feet both fell at once from tih&et them, as 

if they had been walking upon the edge of some high and 

slippery precipice; and this mischance drew after it a still 

worse accident. For when they struggled with their hands 

and knees to recover themselves from their fall, as the 

ground was every where extremely steep, they were then 

sure to slide away with greater violence and rapidity than 

before; carrying likewise with them whatever they had 

grasped for their support The beasts also that were 

loaded with the baggage, having, by their endeavours to rise 

again when they had Fall eti, brokeruhe surface of the lower 

snow, remained closely wedged in the pits which they had 

made, and by the weight of the burdens under which they 

lay, as well as from the unyielding 6rmness of the snows 

around them, were fixed immoveably in the place. 

When this attempt was thus found to be impracticable, 
Anfiibal returned again to the narrow road which he had 
quitted; and having removed the snow, he encamped at 
the entrance of it, and ordered the soldiers to make a frrrti 
and level way along the precipice itself. And this, with 
the expence of vast pains and labour, was at last tf&eted • 
so that, in one day's time, there was sufficient room for the 
horses and beasts of burden to descend. These were' itn- 
■nediatolj conducted down ; and having gained the plains, 
were sent away to pasture, in places where no snow had 
fallen. The Numidians were, then commanded to enlarge 
lite road, that the elephants might also pass. But so labo- 
rious was the task, that, though fresh men still succeeded to 
tfease that were fatigued, it was not without great difficulty 
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that they completed it in three days' continued toil; after 
which these beasts came down the mountains, being almost 
exhausted and spent with famine. For the tops of the Alps, 
which are covered through all seasons with perpetual 
snows, produce neither tree nor pasture ; though the 
middle parts on both sides of them abound with woods 
and forests, and are proper to be cultivated. Annibal 
then descended last, with all the army, and thus oh the 
third day gained the plains; having lost great numbers of 
his soldiers in the march, as well in passing rivers, as in 
the engagements which he was forced to sustain* Many of 
his men had also perished among the precipices of the 
Alps, and a far greater number of the horses, and beasts of 
burden. And having thus at last completed his journey 
from New Carthage, in five months' time; fifteen days of 
which were employed in passing over the Alps; he how 
boldly entered the territory of the Insubrians, and the 
plains that are watered by the Po; though the whole of his 
infantry that was left amounted to no more than twelve 
thousand Africans, and eight thousand Spaniards ; and his 
cavalry to six thousand only ; as we learn from an account 
that was' engraven by his orders on a column near Laci- 
nium. 

About the same time the Roman consul Publius, having 
sent away his brother, as we before related, with the greater 
part of the army into Spain, exhorting him to prosecute 
the war with vigour against Asdrubal in that country* 
landed at Pisae, with a small body of forces only. But 
having taken his route through Tyrrhenia, and increased 
his army with the legions that were then in action, under 
the conduct of the praetors, upon the frontiers of the Boian 
Gauls, he came and encamped also near the Po, with 
design to press the enemy, and force them to an engage- 
ment without delay. 

Thus then have we brought these generals together, and 
fixed the scene of the war in Italy. But before we go on 
to recount the battles that ensued, it may be proper and 
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just to speak of certain matters, which may be thought 
perhaps to deserve a place in this part of our history. For 
as we have often taken occasion, in the course of this work, 
to give a full description of various places that occurred, 
both in Spain and Afric, many will be ready to enquire* 
from whence it happens, that we have made no mention of 
the straits that are formed by the Pillars of Hercules, and 
of ihe sea beyond ; together with the properties and acci- 
dents that are peculiar to them; of the' British islands; 
with the manner of making tin : and of the gold and silver 
mines that are found in Spain : especially since other writers, 
who have treated of these subjects in a very copious 
manner, differ greatly from each other in all that they 
report. 

It must indeed be acknowledged, that these things are 
by no means foreign to the design of history. But I con- 
sidered with myself, that a separate discussion of every one, 
as they occurred, would too much break the course of the 
narration, and divert the reader from those transactions 
which are the proper subject of this work: and, in the next 
place, that it would be far more useful' likewise, to take a 
view of all of them together, in some time and place reserved 
expressly for that purpose; in which we might be able to 
explain at large whatever has been known with truth con- 
cerning them. Let no one therefore think it strange, if, 
whenever any other subjects of the same kind present them- 
selves in the progress of our history, we should forbear to 
enter into a particular examination of them. To expect 
that a historian should crowd his work in every part with 
these descriptions, is indeed a proof of a very vicious and 
uninformed judgment. Such readers may very properly 
be compared with those men of liquorish palates, who 
taste eagerly of every dish that is set before them ; and, 
amidst so great a variety of meats, not only lose the present 
relish of what they eat, but make their whole food perni- 
cious to the body, which it was designed to strengthen and' 
sustain. In the same manner also, these mixed histories,' 
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as the; afford no pure or genuine entertainment in the 
readings so neither are they pble to convey any sound and 
lasting nourishment to the mind. 

With regard to the reasons that induced me to reserve 
the full consideration of all these subjects for a professed 
and separate enquiry, there are many that might now be 
mentioned. But the chief and most considerable of them 
is, that by much the greater part of those historians, who 
have ever treated of the situation and the properties of the 
extreme parts of the habitable world, have fallen into num- 
berless mistakes, in almost all which they relate. It will be 
accessary therefore to refute and rectify their accounts, not 
by some slight and Cursory remarks, but in a full and deli- 
berate examination of them. We must be careful however 
to remember, that their labours deserve upon the whole 
rather praise than censure ; and that their errors are al- 
ways to be corrected in the gentlest manner: since it is 
certain, that they would themselves retract and alter many 
passages in their works, if they were now alive. For, in 
former times, there were but few among the Greeks, that 
made any attempt to extend their search into those places 
which we call the boundary of the earth. The difficulties 
in their way were, indeed almost insuperable. Many 
dangers were to be encountered by sea; and more and 
greater upon land. And when any, either by choice or 
accident, had gained an entrance into those countries, yet 
because. somfe parts were destitute of all inhabitants, and 
others possessed by a race of men, whose manners were 
uncultivated and wholly barbarous, it was scarcely possible 
that they should be able to examine with their own proper 
eyes even into a small part only of the things that deserved 
their notice. Nor could they, on the other band, as they 
were strangers to the language of the natives* ever gain the 
information that was requisite, its these which they bad op- 
portunity of seeing. And even thqse few, that w&e able 
it) some degree to surmount these difficulties,, wefe ajLdis- 
posed to enlarge their descriptions far beyond the bounds 
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of probability : and having neither sense nor candour to be 
satisfied with the plain and simple truth, invented strange 
and incredible fictions of prodigies and monsters; reporting 
many things, which they had never seen, and many also that 
had no existence. Since, therefore, all these circumstances 
concurred to render it not only difficult, but utterly im- 
possible to gain any accurate and certain knowledge of those 
countries, we ought by no means to pass too severe & 
censure upon the old historians, for their mistakes or 
omissions in these matters : but, on the contrary, should 
rather be persuaded, that they deserve our acknowledg- 
ments and thanks on account even of the little information 
which they have left behind them ; and that, amidst those 
numerous difficulties, they were able as it were to lay the 
foundation of more genuine discoveries. But in these 
times, since all Asia has been opened to us by the arms of 
Alexander; and the other parts of the world by the Roman 
victories, so that every place and every country is now be- 
come accessible either by sea or land ; and since men of 
eminence in the world have shewn great eagerness and 
zeal in making these researches; employing in them all 
that leisure which they now enjoy from the business of war 
and the care of public affairs ; it may with reason be ex- 
pected, that, by the help of these advantages, we should at 
last be able to remove the obscurity, in which thesd 
enquiries have hitherto been involved. And this is the 
task which 1 shall undertake in its proper place, and shall 
endeavour to give those readers, whose taste is gratified by 
such descriptions, a clear and perfect insight into all these 
subjects. For I have exposed myself, without reserve, both 
to great fatigue, and many dangers, in traversing all Afric, 
Spain, and Gaul ; and in voyaging also upon the exterior 
sea, by which these parts of the world are bounded ; that 
I might be able to correct with some assurance the mistakes 
of former writers, and lay open the knowledge of these 
countries to the Greeks. But we shall now leave this di- 
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gredsion: and go on to the recital of the battles that were 
fought in Italy. 

# 



CHAP. VI. 

THE Carthaginian general, having now entered Italy, 
with the forces which we have already particularly men- 
tioned, at first encamped at the bottom of the Alps, that 
he might give some ease and refreshment to his troops. 
Indeed the present condition of his army was miserable 
almost beyond expression. For, besides the hardships 
which they had sustained from the difficulties of the way, 
both in ascending and descending the mountains, the want 
of such provisions as were necessary, and the diseases also 
which their bodies had contracted from neglect and pasti- 
ness, had changed them into spectacles of horror : while 
the greater part seemed voluntarily to sink beneath their 
sufferings, and even to reject all thoughts both of life and 
safety. For in a march so long and difficult, it was utterly 
impossible to bring with them such supplies, as might fully 
satisfy the wants of &o numerous an army : and even those 
which they had brought were almost all lost among the 
precipices, with the beasts that carried them. This army 
therefore, which, when it passed the Rhone, consisted of 
thirty-eight thousand foot and eight thousand horse, was 
now reduced to less than half that number. The rest had 
perished among the mountains. And those that were left 
alive, were so much worn and altered by continued suf- 
ferings, that their appearance was scarcely human. 

The first care, therefore, to which Annibal now gave 
his whole attention, was to raise the drooping spirits of the 
troops, and by proper refreshment to restore both the men 
and horses to their former state. When this was done, 
he invited the Taurinians, who lived near the foot of the 
Alps, and were at this time engaged in war with the Insu- 
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brians, to enter into an alliance with him, and to assist 
him with their forces. And when his offers were rejected 
by them, he marched and encamped before the strongest 
of their cities; and having taken it after three days' siege, 
killed all that were found in arms against him in the place. 
By this severity, the neighbouring barbarians were all 
struck with terror, and submitted at discretion. The rest 

• • • 

of the Gauls, that inhabited these plains, were impatient' to 
take arms in favour of the Carthaginians, as they had at 
first designed. But because the legions, that were sent 
from Rome, had passed through many of their states, and 
had avoided all the ambuscades that were prepared to in- 
tercept them, they were forced to remain quiet for the pre- 
sent, and some were even compelled to join the Romans. 
Annibal therefore, wisely judging that no time was to be 
lost, resolved to continue his march forwards without 
delay ; and, by some action of importance, to fix the con- 
fidence of tl^ose that were disposed to embrace bis party, 
And encourage them to act without restraint, for the ad- 
vancement of their common hopes. 

But while he was preparing all things for the execution 
of this design, the report arrived* that Publius, with his 
army, had already passed the Po, and was now at no great 
distance from him. At first, Annibal could scarcely give 
credit to the news. Not many days were past, since he 
had left the Romans upon the banks of the Rhone. And 
as the passage by sea from Massilia to the Tyrrhenian 
coast was both long and difficult, so the distance also from 
thence through Italy, to the bottom of the Alps, was very 
great, and the way by no means easy or commodious for 
an army. But as the fact received fuller confirmation, he 
was beyond measure surprised, both at the boldness of the 
attempt, and at the success likewise with which the consul 
had carried it into execution. Publius, on his part also, 
was not less astonished. For he had persuaded himself, 
either that Annibal would never venture to take his route 
across the Alps, with an army that was all composed of 

B4 
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fpreigp troops, or if he did* thai he must inevitably be loat 
in the attempt. But when be heard, that he had not only 
passed the mountains, bqt was already laying siege to aome 
of the towns of Italy, be was struck with admiration at tbe 
daring apd undaunted spirit of this general. At Rome 
also, the surprise was not at all more moderate. For white 
the report, that Saguptum was taken by tbe Carthaginian** 
still sounded in their ears, and all their measures were 
suited to that event ; when they hid sent away tbe consul* 
but just before, the one to make a diversion of tbe war in 
Afric, and the other to oppose the progress of tbe enemy 
in Spain; on a sudden they are informed, that Annibal ia 
already arrived in Italy with his army. This wonderful 
celerity, as it almost exceeded all belief so it filled them 
also with the greatest apprehensions. They immediately 
send notice to Tiberius, who still lay At £.ilyb®um, that 
tbe enemy had entered Italy. They direct him tP .dgaist 
from hjs first design, and return again tp defend bis 
country. The consul, having received these orders, sent 
back the fleet to Rome, and commanded the tribunes to 
draw together all the legionary forces with the greatest 
diligence ; and that, on q day which he prescribed, they 
should meet him aj Ariminuiq, 9 town situated near the 
Adriatic coast, in the southern extremity of those plains 
that are watered by the J?o. In a word, so contrary were 
the present accident* to all that had been expected or 
foreseen, that the consternation soon became general 
among the people, and held (heir minds in anxious sus-> 
pense for the event. 

Put Annibal and Publius, a^ they now approached .each 
other, endeavoured severally to animate their troops by 
all the motives which the present conjuncture suggested to 
them* Upon tbis occasion, Annibal coPtrived thq fol- 
lowing expedient. Having assembled together all the 
forces, be brought them before the young prisoners, whom 
he bad taken among those barbarians that bad disturbed 
his march across the Alps. With a view to the design 
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which lie now pot in practice, he had before given orders, 
that these wretches should be treated with the last severity. 
They were loaded with heavy chains: their bodies were 
emaciated with hunger, and mangled by blows and stripes. 
In this -condition, he now placed them in the midst of the 
assembly, and threw before them some suits of Gallic 
armour, $peh $& their kings are accustomed to wear, when 
they engaged in single combat. He ordered some horses 
also to be set before them, and military habits, that were 
very rich and splendid. He then demanded of the young 
men, which of them were willing to try their (ate in arms 
qgain§t each other, on condition that the conqueror should 
possess, those spoils that were before their eyes, while the 
vanquished would be released by death from all his 
miseries. The captives with one voice cried out, and 
testified the utmost eagerness to engage. Annibal then 
commanded, that lots should be cast among them, and 
th/tl those two, upon whom the lot should fall, should 
take the arms that were before them, and begin the corn** 
b*t. When the prisoners heard these orders, they ex* 
tended their hands towards the heavens, and every one 
nKtet fervently implored the gods that the lot to fight 
might be bis own. And no sooner was their chance de- 
cided, than those whose fortune it was to engage appeared 
filled with joy, while the rest were mournful and dejected. 
When the combat also was determined, the captives, that 
were by lot excluded from the trial, pronounced him who 
had lost his life in the engagement to be in their sight not 
ipsa happy than the conqueror; since, by dying, he was 
released from all that wretchedness which they were still 
condemned to suffer. The same reflections arose also in 
the minds of the Carthaginian soldiers : who, from com- 
paring the condition of the dead with the ill fate of those 
that were led back again to chains and torture, declare^ 
the former to be happy, and gave their pity to the suf- 
ferings of the latter. 

When Annibal perceived, that this contrivance had 
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produced in the mind* of all the army the effect that was 
intended from it, he came forwards in the assembly, and 
told the soldiers, " That he had offered that spectacle to 
their view, that, when they had discerned their own con- 
dition in the fate of those unhappy captives, they might 
more clearly judge what resolutions were most proper to 
be taken, and in what manner they might best form their 
conduct in the present circumstances. That, in the com- 
bat which they had seen, and the prize proposed to the 
conqueror, was displayed a perfect image of that state, into 
which they were themselves now brought by fortune. 
That such was their situation, that they must either con- 
quer or be slain in battle, or else fall alive into the power 
of their enemies. That by conquest they would obtain a 
prize, not of horses and military habits, but the whole 
wealth and riches of the Roman empire; and would thus 
become the happiest of mankind. That if they were to 
fall in battle, they could then only die, without being first 
exposed to any kind of misery ; and contending, to their 
latest breath, for the most glorious of all victories. But, 
on the other hand, in case that they were conquered, and 
the love of life should flatter them with 'any hopes of being 
able to escape by flight, or should they even consent upon 
any terms to live after their defeat, it was manifest beyond 
all doubt, that nothing but the extremity of wretchedness 
could await them. For surely there were none among 
them, who, when they had considered how vast a length 
Of country they had traversed, what enemies had opposed 
them in theic way, and what large and rapid rivets they 
were forced to pass, could be so wholly destitute of all 
sense and judgment as ever to be persuaded' that it was 
possible to regain their several countries. He conjured 
them, therefore, to throw away all such hopes; and in 
judging of their own state and fortune, to retain those 
sentiments which they had just now shewn with regard to 
the condition of the captives. That, as in that case they 
declared both the man that conquered, and him who fell 
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in the combat, to be happy, and pitted those ^Ao were 
reserved alive; so their business now was, to conquer if it 
were possible; and if not, to die; and on no account to 
entertain even the smallest expectation or thought of life, 
in case that they were conquered. That if they would 
heartily embrace these sentiments, and carry this reso- 
lution with them into action, there was indeed no room to 
doubt, but that they would both live and conquer. * That 
no troops were ever known to be defeated, who had once 
been fixed in this determination, either by necessity or 
choice. But that, on the other hand, an army which, like 
the Romans, saw their country open to them on every side, 
and ready to receive all those that could escape by flight, 
must necessarily fall beneath. the efforts of men, whose 
only hopes were placed in victory*" This harangue, 
together with the spectacle that had passed before their 
eyes, fully inflamed the courage of the soldiers, and raised 
them into such a temper as Anntbal had designed. He 
therefore applauded their disposition, and dismissed the 
assembly, with orders that they should make all things 
ready for their march by break of day. 

Upon the same day likewise, the consul Publius, who 
had already advanced beyond the Po, and designed to con- 
tinue his march forwards, and to pass the Ticinus, sent 
away a sufficient number of his troops to lay a bridge 
across that river; and having in the mean time 'called 
together the rest of the army, be harangued them in .the 
following manner. J 

In the first part of his discourse, he. displayed in many 
words the dignity and splendour of the Roman empire, 
and recalled to their minds the glorious actions of their 
ancestors. Speaking afterwards on the subject of the pre* 
sent war, he told the soldiers, that, even though they had 
never yet made any trial of the strength of those that were 
in arms' against them, they might however be assured of 
victory, if they would remember only, that their enemies 
welre the Carthaginians: those very Carthaginians, who 
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had been so often vanquished by the Roman legions, and 
had submitted to the imposition of repeated tributes : and 
who now, by an attempt not less absurd than insolent, 
had dared to appear in arms against a people, to whom 
they had paid such subjection as was not far removed from 
slavery. " But since in fact," continued he, " we so lately 
have experienced, that these enemies want the courage 
even to stand before us in the field, what must be our sen- 
timents, if we jndge with reason, concerning the issue of 
the war? For when their cavalry was engaged with ours 
upon the Rhone, they not only lost great numbers of their 
men, but the rest, that were teft alive, fled before us in a 
manner the most dishonourable, even to their very camp. 
Their general also, and all his army, no sooner were in- 
fbrmed of our approach, than they retired with such pre- 
cipitation, that their retreat was rather to be called a flight. 
It was this fear alone, and not their choice or inclination, 
that hurried them across the Alps. Behold then, (added 
he,) Annibal is indeed arrived in Italy, but his army is lost 
among the mountains. And even the few that have 
escaped are so much wasted with fatigue, so worn and ex- 
hausted by the length and difficulties of their march, that 
both men and horses are alike disabled, and become unfit 
for all the services of war. To conquer such an enemy, it 
must surely be sufficient to shew yourselves but once be- 
fore them. But if any thing should still be wanting to fix 
your confidence, let my presence here among you be con- 
sidered as a certain pledge of your success. For it never 
can be thought that I should thus have left the fleet, with 
the affairs of Spain that were entrusted to my care, and 
have run with so much diligence to join the army in this 
country, unless I had been first assured by the most solid 
reasons, not only that this measure was both wise and ne- 
cessary in the present circumstances, but that I Was hasten- 
ing also to reap the fruits of an easy and undoubted vic- 
tory/' 
The authority of the speaker, as well as the truth that 
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was contained in this discourse, raised in all the troops an 
impatience to be led against the enemy. Publius com- 
mended their alacrity: and exhorting them to hold them- 
selves in readiness for action uppn the earliest warning, bo 
dismissed the assembly. 

On the following day, both armies continued to advance 
along the Ticinus, on that side of it which is nearest to 
the Alps; the Romans, haying the river on their left; .and 
the Carthaginians, upon their right. Bat on the second 
day, having received notice from their foragers, that they 
were now at no great distance from, each other, they en- 
camped severally in the place where tbey then were. On 
the third day, Annibal, having drawn out all his cavalry, 
marched through the plain, to view the situation of the 
enemy. Publius also, with his cavalry and light-armed 
troops, was advancing on the same design*. As soon as 
they approached so near as to discern the dust that waa 
raised on either side, they immediately ranged their forcet 
in order of battle. The consul, having placed his light-, 
armed troops in front, together with the Gallic horse, drew 
up the rest in a line behind, and moved slowly towards the 
enemy. Annibal advanced to meet .him, having thrown 
Into his centre all the bridled and heavy cavalry, and 
placed the Numtdians on the wings, that they might be 
•eady to surround the Romans. As the cavalry on both 
ides, as well as the generals themselves, shewed the great- 
st impatience to engage, the light-armed troops, being 
pprehensive that, as these bodies met, they should be 
orne down instantly in the shock, had scarcely thrown 
leir first javelins, when they retired with great precipi- 
tin through the intervals of their own squadrons that 
?re behind them. The two bodies then advanced. to 
tton. The battle was fierce oh both sides, and the sue*. 
» for sortie time doubtful. For many of the combatants 
t their horses, and maintained the fight on foot with the 
latest obstinacy. But after some time, the Numidian 
alry 9 having taken a circuit round, and falling suddenly 
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upon the light-armed forces that had saved themselves in 
the rear, trampled them down in heaps, and from theace 
advanced to charge the hindmost of the squadrons that 
were engaged. The Romans, who had hitherto sustained 
the fight with such success, that, though they lost many of 
their men, they had yet destroyed a far greater number of 
the enemy, being thus attacked by the Numidians in their 
rear, were thrown at once into disorder, so that a general 
route ensued. The greater part fled different ways. But 
a small number of them, having formed themselves into a 
body round ihe person of the consul, retreated with him. 

Publius immediately decamped, and marched in haste 
through the plains, in order to repass the Po. For as 
the country round him was all flat and open, and the Car- 
thaginians superior in their cavalry;, and because himself 
also had received a dangerous wound in the late engage- 
ment; be thought it necessary to remove the troops with- 
out delay into a place of safety on the other side of the 
river. > Annibal for some time stood in expectation, that 
the Romans would draw out their infantry, and engage in 
a general battle. But when he found that they had left 
their damp, he immediately pursued, as far as to the bridge 
upon the Po. The bridge had been broken by the Ro- 
mans, and the greater part of the planks removed. But 
a body of six hundred men, that bad been left to secure 
that post, and who still remained upon the banks of the 
river, fell into the hands of the Carthaginians. Annibal, 
being informed by these, that the Romans had already 
gained a great distance from him, immediately gave a stop 
to the pursuit; and, directing his march up the stream, 
advanced along the river, in search of a part that might 
commodiously admit a bridge to be thrown across it. 
After two days' march, having found a place that was 
proper for this design, he made a bridge of boats, and 
ordened Asdrubal to conduct the army over the river:' 
while himself, who first had passed it, gave audience to the 
ambassadors, that now came to meet him from all the 1 
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neighbouring country. For the Gaols on every aide no 
sooner had received the news of the late victory, than 
they immediately threw away all restraint ; and pursuing 
their first design, entered into aa alliance with the Cartha* 
ginians, and supplied their army both with men and stores* 
Andibal received all that came to join htm with great 
marks of favour: and when the army had all passed the 
river, be advanced in haste along the banks, but by a way 
that was contrary to bis former course ; for he now directed 
his march down the stream, with design to overtake* and 
engage the enemy without delay. 

For Publiua, after he had repassed the Po, went and 
encamped near Placentia, a colony of the Romans. • And 
being' persoaded that he had now placed the troops iir* 
safety from all insult, he lay quiet in his post; and attended 
care-fatty to the cure both of himself, and of those that 
weft wounded with hhn in the late engagement. After 
two days 9 march from the place where they had passed the 
Po, the Carthaginians arrived near the enemy : and on 
the third day, they advanced in order, and offered battle 
to the Romans. But as the consul still remained close in 
his intrenchments, they again retired, and encamped art 
the distance of about fifty stadia from him. 

At this time, the Gauls that had joined the Roman army, 
being persuaded that the Carthaginians had now the fairest 
prospect of success, resolved to attack the Romans by sur- 
prise: and having secretly concerted their design, they 
waited in their tents for the time to carry k into execution. 
Supper was now ended in the camp, and the army all 
retired to their repose; when these men, having suffered 
the first part of the night to pass without any disturbance 
or commotion, at break of day took arms, being in num- 
ber about two thousand foot and two hundred horse; and 
falling suddenly upon the legions that were nearest, killed 
and wounded grea| numbers of them : add having cut off 
the heads of those' that were slain, they oarried them to 
the Carthaginian camp. On their arrival there, they were 
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received by Annibal with great acknowledgments. He 
applauded their steal and courage; and having promised 
them also such rewards as were due to. their important ^ 
service, be dismissed them to their several cities, to inform I 
their countrymen of all that had been transacted, and to 
invite them to join their forces with the Carthaginians. 
He knew, indeed, that, after this flagrant act of perfidy 
against the Romans, they must of necessity be forced to 
embrace his party. They came accordingly in a short 
time afterwards, acid brought also with them the Boian 
Gauls, who delivered to him the three Romans that had 
been sent to inspect the division of the lands, whom they 
had treacherously seized in the beginning of the war, as 
we have before related* Annibal received them alt in the 
tnost favourable manner ; concluded to alliance with them; 
and made then* his associates in the war. But he returned 
the prisoners again into their hands; advising them to keep 
them carefully, as the means Whereby they might recover 
their own hostages from the Romans, as they at first de- 
signed. 

The cotasul Publius was thrown by this transaction into 
ao Snail anxiety and concern. And not doubting but thai 
all the neighbouring Gauls, who before were very ill dis- 
posed towards the Romans, would immediately join the 
enemy, he thought it most ptudeftt to retire, and avoid the 
danger that must arise from so general a revolt. . With 
this design, about three hours after midnight he decamped* 
and marched towards the river Trebia, and the mountains 
that were near it: being persuaded that the troops might 
there lie secure against all attacks, as the posts were very 
strong and advantageous, and the country also on- every 
side, possessed by their allies. As soon as Annibal was in- 
formed of this fetreat, he immediately sent after theta the 
Nuthidian horse, and afterwards the other cavalry i and 
Himself in a short time followed with the rest of the army. 
The Numidiftns, having entered the intrenchment% and 
finding them quite deserted, stayed to set fire to the Cdrop. 
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This delay was highly advantageous to the Romans. For 
if these troops had followed the pursuit with diligence, as 
the march of the. enemy Jay through a flat and open 
country, great numbers of them must have been destroyed. 
But How they had almost all safely passed the Trebia, 
before the cavalry were come up. A small part oftly of 
the rear, that still ^remained upon the banks, were either 
killed or taken prisoners by the Carthaginians. 
. The consul, when he had. passed. the river, r posted his 
troops upon the nearest hills. . And having, thrown up ah 
entrenchment round his camp, be resolved to wait for the 
arrival of Tiberius with the other army; ,and, in the mean 
time, carefully to attend to the cure of his wound, that he 
might be able to bear a part in the engagement,, whenever 
it should happen... Annibal also fixed, his. camp at the 
distance of about forty stadia from the Romans: while the 
Gauls who inhabited the neighbouring plains, being now 
bound firmly to his interests, and animated, by the past 
success, supplied his troops with . all. the .necessary stores 
in the greatest plenty, and shewed the utmost eagerness to 
share in all the labours, and in all the dangers of the war. 



CHAP. VII. 

*v HEN the people .were informed at Rome of the action 
that had happened between the cavalry, they were at first 
surprised at an event that was so contrary to all their ex- 
pectations. They found, however, many reasons which 
served to flatter them in the opinion, that this accident. was 
by no means to be considered as an. actual defeat. For 
. some ascribed the blame to the rash precipitation of the 
consul. Others imputed the whole mischance to the wilful 
cowardice and ill conduct of the Gauls : being led to this 
persuasion by the treachery which that people had just 
now committed in the camp. And even though the worst 
should be admitted, yet since their infantry remained 
vol. i. s 
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entire* it seemed reasonable that their hopes also should he 
still the same, with regard to the issue of the whole. 
When Tiberius, therefore* with his legions, passed through 
ttotne, they made rio doubt, but that the sight alone of so 
brave an army must at once strike the enemy with terror, 
and give a speedy determination to the war. 

When the troops were all met together, at Ariminum 
on the appointed day, agreeably to the oath which they 
had taken, the consul immediately pursued his march in 
haste, with design to join his colleague. - Having fixed 
his camp near him, he gave orders for the refreshment of 
the army, which bad suffered no small fatigue in their 
roilte of forty days 1 continuance from Lilybaeum to Ari- 
minum, and made all the necessary preparations far a 
battle; and, in the mean time, held frequent conferences 
with Poblius; as well to inform himself of all that had 
already been transacted, as to deliberate also With him 
concerning the measures that were now to be pursued* 

About this time Annibal became master of ClartkHum, 
which was surrendered to him by the treachery of the 
governor, a native of Brundusium, who bad been placed 
there by the Romans: and having gotten into his hands 
the garrison and all the stores, he distributed the latter 
among his troops for their present use, and joined the 
prisoners to his army without offering them any injury. 
By this instance of hk clemency, he hoped that all tbe 
neighbouring people might be induced to lay aside their 
fears; since they would now perceive, that they had no 
cause to despair of safety, in case that they should; fere- 
after fall into, the hands 6f the Carthaginians. He ire- 
warded the traitor also with ample presents; that the go- 
vernors of other cities might be led to embrace hia party. 
Not long afterwards, having renewed information, that 
some of the Gauls that lived between the rifoeir Trebta and 
the Po, who bad before concluded an alii wee with him. 
had now entered also into terms of treaty with the Romans, 
he sent away two thousand foot, and a thousand Numidiaa 
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and Gallic Horse, to plunder and lay waste their country. 
These orders soon were executed : and the detachment 
was now returning with their booty, wh6n the Gauls came 
running to the Roman camp, and implored assistance. 
Tiberius, who for some time had been impatient to be in 
action, seized the occasion, and immediately sent away the 
greatest part of his cavalry, together with a thousand light- 
armed loot. These troops, having passed the river, 
charged the Numidians and the Gauls that were loaded 
with the plunder, and forced them to retreat in haste to 
their intrenchments. But when the guards, that were 
posted before the Carthaginian camp, advanced to the 
assistance of those that fled, the Romans were in their 
turn routed, and constrained to return back towards, their 
camp. Tiberius then commanded all the cavalry to ad- 
vance, together with the light-armed troops, and the enemy 
was again forced to fly. Annibal, who was at this time 
wholly unprepared for a general engagement, and whd 
knew it to be the part of a wise and prudent general, not 
to hazard a decisive action without mature deliberation and 
design, forced the troops to stand, as they fled towards the 
camp, and to turn their faces to the enemy ; but, at the 
same time, ordered the trumpets to sound the signal of re- 
treat, and forbade the soldiers either to pursue, or renew 
the combat. The Romans, when they had for some time 
waited in the field, returned back again to their camp; 
having lost but a very inconsiderable part of their forces 
in the action, though they, had destroyed great numbers of 
the enemy. 

Tiberius, being beyond measure elated by this success, 
was impatient to try the fortune of a general engagement. 
But though he had already resolved to embrace the ad- 
vantage, which the slow recovery of. Publius gave him, 
and to govern all things by his own single authority and 
will; yet being desirous also to gain, if it were possible, 
the approbation of his colleague, he communicated his 
intention to him* But Publius was fixed in different sen- 

s2 
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timents. Fcir he bad considered with itimself, tbatwhen 
the troops had first been trained and exercised during the 
time of winter, they would be able to perform much 
greater service in the following season, than any that could 
now be expected from them. He was persuaded likewise, 
that the natural levity and perfidious disposition of the 
Gauls would soon lead them to revolt from their new allies, 
in case that the Carthaginians should be forced to remain 
long inactive. And in the last place, he was willing also 
to believe, that when his own recovery should be completed, 
he might himself be able to perform some service in the 
conduct of a general action. He pressed his colleague, 
therefore, with the greatest earnestness, that things might 
still continue in their present state. Tiberius clearly 
understood the wisdom of these sentiments. But being 
hurried headlong by ambition, confident of victory, and 
heated also with the vain and flattering expectations of 
being able to finish the war alone, before Publius should 
be in a condition to assist him, or the new consuls, the 
time of whose election now drew near, arrive from Rome, 
to take upon them the command, he resolved, in opposi- 
tion to all sense and prudence, to risk a general battle. 
And as he thus made choice of his own time for action, 
instead of that which the condition of affairs required, his 
conduct in all that followed was by consequence absurd, 
and such as could not fail to disappoint him in the end 
that was proposed. 

Annibal, on the other hand, having formed the same 
reflections in his mind as Publius had made, with regard 
to all the present circumstances, was led to just the opposite 
determination, and resolved to engage the enemy without 
delay. He saw the advantages that would arise, from Em- 
ploying the Gauls in action, before their first ardour was 
abated. He judged it also to be a point of no small im- 
portance in his favour, that the Roman troops. were all 
new-raised levies, not yet inured to war; and that Publius 
was disabled by his wound from appearing in the field. 
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Bat his chief add strongest reason was, that he might not 
suffer any moment of his time to be wasted in inaction. 
For when a general has once brought his army into a 
foreign country, and engaged them in designs that are. 
beyond measure great and difficult/ he must very shortly 
meet his ruin, unless he is able from time to time to renew 
the confidence and hopes of his allies, by a continual suc- 
cession of exploits. Not doubting, therefore, but that the 
eager and impatient spirit of Tiberius would soon afford, 
the opportunity that was desired, he now began to make 
the necessary preparations for a battle. 

He had before this time carefully observed the ground 
that lay between the camps. It was a smooth and . naked 
plain: but the banks of the river that ran through, it, 
which were of considerable height, and covered also with 
close shrubs and bushes, suggested to him the design of 
placing an ambuscade to surprise the enemy. This stra- 
tagem was such, indeed, as might well be carried into 
execution, without any fear -of a discovery. For though 
the Romans always were prepared to expect this kind of 
fraud in woods and covered places, because the Gauls were 
accustomed to hide themselves in these, they had never 
any apprehension of it in a flat and open country. And 
yet, in fact, it is both more safe and easy to place an 
ambuscade in a plain, than in a wood. For as the troops 
are able to discern from their concealment every thing 
around them to a greater distance, so there are always 
to be found some little eminences that will cover them 
effectually from the observation of the enemy. Any in- 
considerable river, whose banks rise only to a moderate 
height, and sometimes even flags and rushes, or any kind 
of bushes, will serve to hide not only a body of foot, but 
even cavalry. The only caution to be observed is, to place 
their arms, whose brightness might betray them, upon the 
ground, and their helmets under them. 

Annibfel then, when he . had first communicated his 
intentions to his brother Mago and the rest of the officers 
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ia council, who all applauded the design, ordered Mago 
to attend him at the hour of supper, and gave to him the 
command of a hundred foot, and a3 many horse, directing 
him to choose them, while it was yet day, from, the bravest 
of the troops, and to bring them lifter supper to his tent. 
Mago was at this time young, but full of martial ardour, 
and had been trained in war from his very infancy. 
When he appeared with his men before the generpl's tent, 
Annibal, having first exhorted them to be strenuous in 
their duty, commanded each man to select, from his own 
proper company, nine of the bravest soldiers; and that 
afterwards they should attend his orders, in a certain part 
of the camp. Thus the whole, number now amounted to 
one thousand foot, and as many horse. As soon as they 
were all assembled, Annibal, having furnished them with 
proper guides, and instructed Mago in the Jthne in 
which he should appear and charge the enemy, sent them 
away by night to the place of the ambuscade. 

On the morrow, at break of day, he assembled the 
Numidtan cavalry-; who, of all the army, were best abje to 
sustain fatigue and hardship. And having promised great 
rewards to all thai should perform any signal service in the 
battle, he ordered them to p*s$ thg river without delay ; 
to approach the camp of the Romans; add endeavour, by 
skirmishing, to draw their army into motion,. His inten- 
tion was, to surprise the enemy, when they were wholly 
unprepared £br an engagement; and before they had taken 
their first repast. He then called together all the officers, 
harangued them as the occasion required* and directed 
them to give orders, that the troops should take their 
usual meal, and prepare their arms and horses for the 
Combat. 

When Tiberius saw that the Nuaudians were advancing 
towards the carop, he immediately Bent against them all 
his cavalry; and after these, bis light-armed foot, \n num- 
ber about six thousand men ; and at last drew put. the 
legions likewise from both the camps. Confident in the 
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number of bis troops, and elated also by tbe advantage 
which his cavalry bad gained the day before, he seemed to 
bejpersuaded, that, in order to obtain tbe victory, it would 
he sufficient only to appear before the enemy. It was now 
deep winter: the snow fell fast: the cold was uncommonly 
severe: and the Romans, both men and horses, bad almost 
all left the camp, before they had taken any repast. The 
soldiers, however, began their march with tbe greatest 
ardour and alacrity. But when they came to pass the 
Trebia, whose stream was now so swelled, by the torrents 

^ w 

that had descended in the night from the neighbouring 
hills, that the waters reached even to their breasts, it was 
pot without the greatest pains and difficulty that they 
gained the other side. As tbe day also was now far ad- 
vanced, they began to faint through cold and hunger. 
The Carthaginians, on the contrary, had taken the usual 
meal at leisure in their tents; had prepared their horses 
for the combat; had all rubbed their limbs with oil, and 
put on their armour before a fire. 

Annibal, who stood waiting till the Romans should have 
passed the river, no sooner saw that they had gained the 
other side, than he immediately sent away the Balearic 
slingers and the light-armed foot, in number about eight 
thousand, to support the Numidian cavalry; and himself 
then followed with all the army. At the distance of eight 
stadia from the camp, be ranged in one single line his 
infantry, which was composed of Spaniards, Africans, and 
Gauls, and amounted in the whole to about twenty thou- 
sand men. His cavalry, whose numbers with the Gauls 
included were above ten thousand, was placed, in two 
bodies, on the wings. And the elephants, divided also 
into equal numbers^ were posted, at some distance, before 
either wing. 

Tiberius, perceiving that his cavalry could gain no 
advantage against the Numidian horse, who, as their* tittg- 
tom was, fled in one moment from the charge, and i$ thft 
next, returned again with the same force and vigour as 
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before, gave the signal for their retreat. His infantry 
composed of sixteen thousand Romans, and twenty thou- ' 
sand of their allies; which is the just amount of that which 
they esteem a perfect army, in the case of a general engage- 
ment, when both consuls are together in the field* He ' 
ranged them after the usual manner of the Romans; and 
having placed his cavalry, which were about four thousand, 
on the wings, he advanced with a slow and haughty pace ' 
towards the enemy. 

The armies now approached each other, and the light- 
arm cd forces' began the combat. But even in this first 
onset, the Romans manifestly laboured under many dis- 
advantages, while every circumstance was favourable to 
the enemy. For the troops of the former that were now 
engaged not only were exhausted by the cold and hunger 
whicli they had suffered ever since the morning, but had 
discharged the greatest part' of their weapons also in their 
combat against the Numidian horse. And even those 
javelins that were left were now, from the continual rain 
that had fallen upon them, become unfit for any service. 
The cavalry also, and indeed all the army, were alike 
feeble ami disheartened; while the Carthaginians, on the 
contrary, fresh and vigorous, and prepared for action, flew 
briskly to the charge, and maintained the fight* in every 
part with courage and success. 

'As soon therefore as the light-armed troops had retired 
oh either side through the intervals of their respective 
armies, and the heavy forces advanced to action, the Car- 
thaginian cavalry, which was far superior to the Roman 
both in numbers and in strength, advancing together from 
the wings, pressed the enemy with so much violence, that 
they forced them instantly to retreat before them. When 
the infantry was thus uncovered, the Numidians and the 
light-armed forces of the Carthaginian^,' returning back 
again from the rear, arid passing beyond the front of their 
own army, fell suddenly upon both flanks of the Romans,, 
and spread among' them so great tumult' and disorder, 
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that they were no longer able to defend themselves against 
those that #ere attacking them in front. In the centre of 
the- armies, the foremost ranks, on either side, remained 
for a long time firm ; and maintained the fight with equal 
courage 1 and success. But when Mago and his troops, 
now rising from their ambuscade, fell furiously upon the 
rear of those legions thht were fighting in the centre, then 
were the Romans every way distressed, and the disorder 
such as could receive no remedy. Their two wings, 
pressed by the elephants in front, and charged in flank by 
the light-armed foot, were in a short time turned to flight, 
pursued, and pushed together in crowds into the river. 
In their centre also, the hindmost of the legions, unable to 
sustaiu the fury of those troops that rose against them 
from the ambuscade, were in like manner broken and 
destroyed. The foremost ranks alone, urged by necessity 
to conquer, forced their way beyond the Gauls, and a part 
alfto of the Africans that opposed them; and, .with great 
slaughter, opened for themselves a passage through die 
midst of the Carthaginian army. But when they saw 
that both their wings were irrecoverably routed ; and that 
the numbers of the Carthaginian cavalry, the river, and 
the xains which now fell strong and heavily, all combined ' 
together to render their own return back again to their 
camp impracticable; they formed themselves into close 
order, and continued their march with safety to Plaeentia. 
The number of them was about ten thousand.. The rest 
were trampled down in heaps, u)»on the banks of the 
Trebia, under the feet of the horses and the elephants. A 
small part only that were able to escape, among whom 
were many of the routed cavalry, joined those legions 
which we have just now mentioned, and retreated with 
them to Plaeentia. The Carthaginians,- when they had 
pursued the enemy as far as to the river, were then forced 
to yield to the rigour of the season, and return back again 
to their camp. •- Their victory afforded no small joy. For 
thdugh many of the Gauls were slain in the action, the 
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Ion of the Africans and Spaniards was very inconsiderable. 
But the rains and snows, -which , had fallen continually 
during that whole day, were so severe and fatal, tttytt,. of 
all the elephants, one only was preserved alive;, and great 
numbers also, both of men and. hprses, perished through 
the extremity of the cold, 

Tiberius,, after this misfortune, being willing, as far as 
he was able, to conceal the knowledge of it from the 
people m Rome,, sent word only, that he had fought a 
battle, and that the badness of the season had. robbed him 
of the victory. The Romans at first gave credit to this 
account. But not long afterward*, they were fully in- 
formed of all that had happened in the action, with the 
consequences also that had followed their defeat: That 
the Carthaginians had gained possession of their camp, 
^nd drawn all the Gauls to embrace their party j that the 
Roman legions bad abandoned their iqtrenchments after 
the battle, and fled for safety to the neighbouring cities; 
and that they were deprived of all supplies, except those 
that were .sent to them from the sea, up the river Po. 
An. event, so contrary to all their, expectations, filled them 
with no small .amazement. They immediately renewed 
their preparations for the war with greater vigour than 
before; and used their utmost diligence to secure those 
parts of their dominions that were most exposed ; sending 
troops into Sicily and Sardinia, and placing a garrison in 
Tarentum, and in every other post that needed such 
defence. They also equipped a fleet of sixty quinque- 
remes. The consuls, Cri, Servilius and C. Flaminius, who 
were just now elected to their office, raised new levies 
among the allies; .enrolled the Roman legions ; and haying 
collected stores from every quarter, sent one part to Ari- 
nsifiuin, and the rest towards Tyrrfaenia; the places into 
which they had resolved to lead their armies. They de- 
maoded succours also from king Hiero ; who sent to their 
ass5staqc$. five hundred Cretans, .with, a thousand, bcgvy- 
armed foot. In a word, every -effort was exerted, and 
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every measure practised, which zeal and extreme diligence 
could suggest For such is the disposition and temper of 
the Romans, as well in public affairs as also in their 
private conduct, that whenever they have any real cause *f 
fear, they ure at that time themselves most greatly to be 
dreaded. 

During thjs time Cnaeus Canielras, who was left by bis 
brother with the fleet, as we before related, steered away 
from the mouth of the Rhone; and having landed his 
troops in Spain near Emporium, advanced along the 
coast, and reduced by force all the cities that refused to 
surrender to him, as far as to the Iberus. But those that 
voluntarily submitted were treated by him with the greatest 
gentleness, and protected from every kind of injury. Having 
secured his conquests by sufficient garrisons, and received 
among his troops a great number of the Spaniards that had 
come to join him, be continued his march from thence into 
the inland parts of the country, and in his way gained 
many tpwns, some by persuasion and some by force. 
When he arrived near Cissa, a body of Carthaginians, 
that were posted in that province under the command 
of Hanno, came and encamped before him, with design 
to stop his progress. But Cornelius, having immediately 
ranged his troops in battle, gave them an entire defeat, 
and gained an immense booty by his victory. For the 
army} that bad marched with Annibal into Italy, had 
left all their baggage behind them in this place. He 
obtained the alliance also pf all the people that lived 
on that side of the Iberus ; and took prisoner the Car- 
thaginian general, Hanno; together with Andohalis, who 
was a sovereign prince in that part of Spain, and had 
always strenuously supported the interests of the Car* 
thsginians* 

As soon as Asdrubal was informed of these transactions, 
he made haste to pass the Iberus with his aripy. And 
having received notice that the naval forces pf the Romans, 
grown confident from the success which the legions ha<l 
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now gained by land, had relaxed their usual discipline, 
and neglected all precaution, he sent away a body of 
eight thousand foot, and a thousand horse ; who, falling 
suddenly upon them, when they were dispersed on every 
side through all the country, killed great numbers of them, 
and forced the rest to fly precipitately to their ships. 
He then retired again, and repassed the Iberus; and 
having fixed his quarters for the winter in New Carthage, 
he employed all his care to secure the posts that were 
'on that side of the river, and to complete all the necessary 
preparations for the war. Cornelius also, when he had 
first returned to the fleet, and punished, as the military 
laws required, all those whose negligence had been the 
cause of the late misfortune, sent away to Tarraco both 
the naval forces and the legions, to take their winter 
quarters together in that city. And having made an 
equal distribution also of the plunder among all the 
troops, he gained to himself the favour of the army, and 
inspired them with the warmest hopes. Such was the 
condition of affairs in Spain. 



CHAP. VlII. 

AS the spring now came on, the consul Flaminius with 
the forces that were under his command, directing his 
march through Tyrrhenia, passed beyond Arretium, and 
there encamped; while Servilius, on the other hand, 
advanced towards Ariminum, to oppose the entrance of 
the enemy on that side. 

Annibal had fixed his winter quarters in the Cisalpine 
Gaul. ' During his continuance there, the Romans, that 
bad fallen into his hands were all confined in prisons, 
and scarcely received the food that was necessary for life. 
But their" allies were treated by him with the greatest 
gentleness After some time, having assembled these 
together, he' told them, "that his intention was not to 
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make war upon any of them ; but on the contrary, to 
engage in their defence against the Romans; that their 
interest, therefore, if they would judge with reason, must 
lead them to embrace his friendship; since the sole pur- 
pose of his coming was, in the first place, to restore 
to all the inhabitants of Italy their ancient freedom; and 
to assist likewise each particular state to recover again 
those towns and territories of which the Romans had 
deprived them." After this discpurse he dismissed them 
all to their several countries, without demanding any 
ransom; imagining,- that by this conduct he should gain 
them to his party, and inspire! their minds with an aversion 
to the Roman government ; or that those especially might 
be excited to revolt, whose ports and cities had been taken 
from them by the Romans. 

At the same time he practised also another artifice, 
which was truly Carthaginian. Having reflected with 
himself, that his connexion with the Gauls was fresh and 
recent, and fearing, lest a people so noted for their fickle- 
ness and fraud, should on a sudden change their senti- 
ments, and form designs against his life, he procured some 
artificial suits of hair, adapted to the looks 1 of persons 
of every age, and different sorts of habits, that corre- 
sponded with them; and varying his dress continually, 
he lay so well concealed under this disguise, th.at not 
those alone who had seen him only in a transient view, 
but even his intimate acquaintance couki scarcely, know 
him. . 

But the Gauls, not willing that the war should any 
longer be protracted in their country, began to grow inv 
portunate and clamorous, and demanded to be led against 
the enemy. This zeal, as they pretended, all arose from 
the resentment which they had conceived against the 
* Romans. But the teal motive was no other than the hope 
of plunder. Annibal, however, resolved to gratify their 
impatience, and to begin his march without delay. As 
soon, therefore, as the spring -advanced, having enquired 
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of those that were beat acquainted with the country, he 
was informed, that nil the common roads were not only of 
considerable length, but well known also to the Romans; 
bat that, if he would venture to conduct the anny over 
certain marshes which would lead directly to Tyrrhenian 
his march, though difficult indeed, Would yet -be short; 
and such also as must fully disappoint the expectation of 
the enemy. As the difficulty only served to flatter the 
disposition of this general, he resolved that he would take 
his route that way. 

As soon a& this design was known among the army, 
the- soldiers were all seized with consternation; arid formed 
in their minds the most dreadful image of the pits and 
pools into which they seemed ready to be plunged. Bat 
Annibal, being well assured that the bottom of the marshal 
was firm and solid, began his march; placing in van 'the 
Africans and Spaniards, with the most serviceable part of 
all bis army; and milting among them as miieh of the 
baggage only, as might serve for their supply in the 
present journey. For with Tegard to future use, he 
considered, that if they should prove victorious, and Jxrid 
the open country against the enemy, their necessities 
would all be fully satisfied; and in case that they were 
conquered, that they would then be to waat of nothing. 
After these marched the Gauls, and last of ail the cavalry. 
The care of the rear was left try Annibal to his brother 
Mago;. chiefly on account of the effeminacy of the Gaukfe 
and their known impatience of toil and hardship. For 
the orders given to Mago were, that he should press them 
cteseiy from behind, and as often as they appeared dis* 
heartened by the difficulties of the way, or shewed any 
inclination to return, should fall upon them wkh his 
cavalry, and by force constrain them to advance. 

The Africans and Spaniards pursued their way without afty 
immoderate pain or difficulty* For besides that the ground 
was fresh and not yet broken, they were all men thai; were 
inured to toil* and by tang use become familiar with such kind 
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of hardship. Bui when the soil bad been disturbed by the 
passage of the foremost troops, and trodden through to a 
considerable depth, the Gauls that followed were unable to 
advances step, without extreme fatigue and labour; which 
were At heavier also, and more severely felt, because they 
bad rte?er been accustomed to such sufferings. Nor was 
k possible for them to return* while the cavalry still pressed 
upon them from, behind, and forced them to advance. 
Indeed all the army suffered much ; chiefly through want 
of sleep. For during four whole days* and three nights 
successively, they marched cdfttitiuaUy through water* 
Bat the Gauls were harassed beyond all the rest; /and 
even quite exhausted by their miseries. The greater part 
of the beasts that were loaded with the baggage stuck fast 
iu the mud, and perished there. But .their mischance 
a£bided some convenience to the troops, who threw them- 
selves down in heaps together upon the bales that lay above 
the water; and thus, during some part of the night at 
east, obtained a little sleep. Many of the horses also left 
heir hoofs behind them in this dreadful journey. Even 
Lumbal himself who was carried upon the only elephant 
bat remained alive, was saved with the greatest difficulty ; 
aving suffered, during all the march, great pains and 
ngnish from a disorderthat had settled ra fair eyes. And 
\ the time afforded, neither leisure nor convenience for a 
ire^ be was at last deprived by it of the sight of one of 
em.- \ '■■'.'.-.' . 

Having now gained,. however, almost beyond all ezpee- 
ion 9 the end of this dangerous march, and hearing that 
aminius was still posted near Arcetium, he at firat da- 
mped upon the edge of the marshes, that he might give 
ne ease and refreshment to his troops; and* at the same 
ie, employed all his pains in searching into the designs 
I disposition of the enemy, as well as the condition of 
•country that was before him. He was soon informed* 
t the country was rich and fertile, and such as would 
rd a noble booty: and that Fkrainkis was a man who 
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was angularly formed by nature for gaining popular ap- 
plause, and was immoderately ambitions of it ; that be was 
'filled with a high conceit of his own abilities, but in reality 
was destitute of all those talents that were requisite in the 
affairs of war and real service. Annibal therefore was 
persuaded, that if be could once advance beyond the camp 
of the Romans, and waste the country before their eyes, 
Flaminius, provoked beyond all patience, and dreading the 
reproaches of the multitude, would run with haste to re- 
venge the insult; would pursue all the motions of the Car- 
thaginian army ; would flatter himself with the hope of 
finishing the war alone, before his colleague could an-ire; 
and, in a word, that he would thus afford to his enemies 
the opportunities that were desired, of attacking him with 
some advantage. 

- It is certain that these reflections were perfectly the 
result of wisdom and sound experience. For all men, 
even of moderate discernment, must acknowledge that 
nothing is more useful, or of greater importance, in the 
conduct of a general, than to examine with the nicest care 
into the character and natural disposition of the opposite 
commander. For as in engagements of single men, or of 
rank with rank, the several combatants carefully survey 
the bodies of their adversaries, in order to discern some 
part that maybe open to their stroke; in the same manner 
also it is necessary that a general in .the field should 
endeavour to discover in the chief that is sent against him, 
not what parts of his body are most vulnerable, but whether 
there be any weakness in bis mind and character, through 
which he may be attacked with some advantage. For 
-among those that are placed at the head of armies, there 
are some who are so deeply immersed in sloth and indo- 
lence, that they lose all attention both to the safety of. their 
country, and their own. Others are immoderately fond 
of wine; so that their senses are always disordered by it 
before they sleep. Others abandon themselves to the love 
of women; a passion so infatuating, that those whom it 
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has once possessed will often sacrifice whole cities, and 
even their honour and their lives, to the indulgence of it. 
Some again are cowards; which is esteemed no slight dis- 
grace, even among private men. But in a general, this 
disposition is a public evil ; and draws after it the most 
fatal consequences. For the troops under his command 
not only Waste the time without attempting any thing, but, 
by their confidence in such a leader, are frequently betrayed 
into the greatest dangers. On the other hand, a precipitate 
rashness, a violence that rejects the rule of reason, pride, 
and vanity, and self-conceit, are all qualities, not more per- 
nicious to the friends of those who possess them, than ad- 
vantageous to the enemy. For men of this character are 
always ready to be taken in every snare. Every bait is 
sure to catch, and every artifice to delude them. 

If a general, therefore, could be informed of all the 
weakness of his enemy, and would so regulate his designs, 
is always to attack the opposite commander in the part in 
vhich he is most open to surprise, no power would long 
>e able to withstand his efiforts. For as a vessel that has 
ost its pilot soon becomes an easy conquest, together with 
11 the crew; so likewise in the field, if the chief can once 
e taken by his foible, and led artfully to the snare that is 
lost proper to entrap him, both himself and all his army 
mst, in a short time, fall together into the power of the 
lemy. This, therefore, was the address which Annibal 
>w exerted against Flamini us; and the success was such 
fully answered even his strongest hopes. 
For no sooner had he decamped from the neighbourhood 
F&esula, and advancing beyond the Roman camp, began 
plunder and lay waste the country, than Flaminius, who 
isidered this proceeding as a designed contempt and 
tilt, swelled with fury and resentment. And when the 
ftruction began to spread, and the smoke was seen to 
end from every quarter, he no longer could restrain his 
sion, but gave vent to it in bitter exclamations. In 
a his officers represented to him that it was by no means 
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seasonable to pursue or engage the enemy; that the 
strength and numbers of their cavalry required that he 
should act with the greatest reserve and caution ; and that 
on all accounts it would be far more prudent to wait the 
arrival of the other consul, and employ together the united 
forces of both armies. Flaminius was deaf to these re- 
monstrances; and even offended with those that made 
them. ".What," said he, " must be the sentiments of all 
our fellow-citizens at home, when they see the country 
wasted even to the very walls of Rome, while we still keep 
our post behind the enemy, and remain idle in our camp?" 
With these words he immediately began his march ; dis- 
daining to employ even the least care or foresight, with 
regard either to the time or place of action ; and solicitous 
for nothing but to overtake the enemy ; as if the victory 
had been already in his hands. And indeed so strong was 
the assurance with which he had inspired the multitude, 
that those who followed the army for the sake of booty, 
exceeded even the troops in number, and carried with them 
chains and fetters, and other implements of the same kind, 
in very great quantity. 

In the mean while Annibal still advanced towards 
Rome, through Tyrrhenia; having on his left Cortona 
and the neighbouring mountains, and the lake of Thrasy- 
mene upon his right ; burning. and destroying every thing 
in his way, that he might the more provoke the impatience 
and resentment of the enemy. But when he saw that 
Flaminius how drew near, and that the ground before him 
was. very proper also for his design, he made all things 
ready for a battle. 

. In the road through which the armies were to pass, 
there was a level valley, inclosed on either side by a chain 
of lofty mountains. At the farthest end of it stood a hill 
that was rough and difficult of approach. Near the en- 
trance was a lake; and between the lake and the foot of 
the mountains a very narrow pass, which led into the 
valley, Annibal, entering along this defile, marched 
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through the valley ; and having gained the bill that was at 
the farthest end, he posted himself upon it with the Afri- 
cans and Spaniards. He then ordered the Baleares and 
the Jight-armed troops, who had marched in the van of all 
the army, to take a circuit round,, and range themselves 
along the back of the mountains that stood upon the right 
hand of the valley. The Gauls and cavalry were disposed 
in like manner, behind those that were on the opposite 
side. And these latter were extended to so great a length, 
that the farthest troops reached even to the narrow pass 
that was between the foot of the mountains and the lake, 
and which gave entrance into the valley. He posted some 
troops also in ambuscade, in different places through the 
valley; and having completed his whole disposition in the 
night, he then lay quiet, and expected the approach of the 
enemy. 

Flaminius was following fast behind, being impatient to 
overtake the Carthaginians. Arriving late in the evening 
upon the lake, he encamped there for the night, and early 
on the following day began his march into the valley. It 
bappened that the morning was unusually dark and misty. 
When the greatest part of the Roman army had now 
entered along the valley, and the foremost troops bad 
lmost reached the hill upon which Annibal was posted* 
bis general then gave the signal to engage ; sent notice to 
le troops that were in ambuscade, and fell with fury upon 
)e Romans from every side. The suddenness of the 
tack, the darkness in which all objects were concealed 
om view, the vigour and rapidity of the enemy, who 
me pouring down in many parts at once from the hills 
»ove them, struck Flaminius and his officers with extreme 
lazement, and made even all defence impracticable. For 
far were they from being able to give the necessary 
ders, that they neither knew nor comprehended any 
rig that passed. In the same single instant they were 
arged at once in front, in flank, and in the rear. The 
latest part, therefore, of the troops were destroyed in 
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heaps, in the very order in which they marched ; deprived 
even of the power of resisting; and betrayed as it were to 
death hy the folly of their general. For while they, yet 
stood deliberating on the measures tljat were fit to be pur- 
sued, they fell beneath the strokes of their adversaries, 
without any notice or warning of their fate. In the midst 
of this disorder. Fl4minius himself, vexed and tortured 
with despair and rage, was surrounded by certain Gauls, 
who put an end to his life. Fifteen thousand Romans 
were destroyed in this valley, without being able either to 
fight or to escape; for they esteemed it the most sacred of 
all their institutions, on no account to fly, or ever to de- 
sert their ranks in battle. The rest, that were inclosed in 
the narrow pass between the mountains and the lake, Tost 
their lives in a manner that was still more wretched and 
deplorable. Hurried by despair, and pushed along in 
crowd's before th6 enemy, they hoped to find their safety 
in the lake. But some, attempting to swim across it with 
their armour, were soon sunk and drowned. . The rest and 
greatest part, havirjg waded forwards till they were able to 
advance no farther, stood with their heads only above the 
water; and when the cavalry followed closely after them, 
and their destruction seemed inevitable, they raised their 
hands, and with every suppliant voice and gesture begged 
for mercy ; but all their prayers were vain, and disregarded. 
One part were slaughtered by the enemy ; and the rest, 
having urged each other to the attempt, with their own 
hands deprived themselves of life. About six thousand 
only of all the army, who had marched the first along the 
valley, gave an entire defeat to the body that attacked their 
front. If these troops had returned again, and endeavoured 
to surround the Carthaginians, a relief so seasonable might 
have changed perhaps the whole fortune of the battle; 
but being ignorant of all that was transacted, they still 
continued to advance, expecting to be met by some new 
party, till at last they had gained insensibly the summit of 
the hills. From thence, as the mist was now dispersed, 
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they saw the entire ruin of their army, and that the Car- 
thaginians were completely masters of the field. Perceiv* 
ing, therefore, that it was quite impracticable to send any 
assistance to their routed forces, or in any manner to re- 
new the fight, they formed themselves into close order, and 
retreated to a certain village in Tyrrhenia. But when the 
battle was ended, Maharbal, having received orders from 
the general to pursue them with the Spaniards and the . 
ligbtarmed troops, invested them closely in the place. 
The Romans, being thus beset with various difficulties, and 
seeing no way left to escape, consented to deliver up their 
arms, and yield themselves prisoners, on condition only 
that they should be dismissed with safety. 

Such were the circumstances of the battle in Tyrrhenia, 
between the Carthaginians and the Romans. As soon as 
the prisoners were conducted to the camp, Annibal, having 
ordered them to be brought before him, as well those that 
had surrendered to Maharbal as the rest also that were 
taken in the action, whose numbers amounted altogether 
o more than fifteen thousand men, told the former that 
Maharbal bad no power to give any promise of safety 
without his authority and consent. He then' began to 
ecuse and Reproach the Romans; and at last commanded* 
lot tbey should be all distributed among the ranks of his 
-my, and be guarded carefully. But he dismissed the 
lies to their respective cities, without demanding any ran- 
m ; having first repeated to them the same discourse 
lich he before had made, " that his intention was not to 
ake war upon the people of Italy, but, on the contrary, 
restore them to their liberty, of which they had been 
prived by the Romans." He then gave the necessary 
Jers for the refreshment of the troops, and paid the last 
lours to the chief among his officers that had fallen in 
• battle* These were about thirty in number, and irt 
whole Engagement he had' lost no more than fifteen. 
idred men, the greater part of whom were Gauls. He 
rwardfr deliberated wkh his brother and the rest of his 
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friends, concerning the measures that were next to be pur- 
sued. His past successes bad already filled bim with the 
strongest confidence, and flattered him with tbe hope of 
every thing that was great and prosperous, with regard to 
the final issue of the war. 



CHAP. IX. 

VV HEN the news of this defeat arrived at Rome, as the 
tnisfortune was much too great to be either softened or sup- 
pressed, the magistrates were forced to call together an 
assembly of the people, and to acquaint them with the 
whole transaction. But scarcely had the praetor from the 
rostra spoken these few words, " We have been defeated 
in a great battle/ 9 than such was the consternation which 
immediately ensued, that those among the hearers, who 
bad been present in the action, were in a manner forced to 
be persuaded, that the calamity was far more dreadful than 
it had appeared to be even in the time of the engagement. 
For it was now so long a time since the Romans bad 
either suffered a defeat, or heard any mention of a battle 
lost, that even the sound itself was new, and full of horror ; 
nor could they hear their loss so publicly avowed, without 
deploring the misfortune with a grief that was beyond all 
bounds. But the senate still retained their firmness ; and, 
as their post required, deliberated with great attention on 
the measures that were necessary to be taken, and jn what 
manner they might best avert the consequences of this 
fetal accident. 

About the time of the late engagement, Servilius, the 
other consul, who was posted near Ariminum, which stands 
towards the Adriatic sea, upon the confines which divide 
Gaul from the rest of Italy, at no great distance from the 
mouths of the Po, having heard that Annibal had entered 
Tyrrhenia, and encamped near Flaminius, at first resolved 
to march immediately with all his army to support his 
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loileague. But because the legions were too heavy to 
>erform the march with such expedition as was necessary, 
te sent away before four thousand of his cavalry, under 
he command of Caius Centenius ; that they might be 
eady to assist the consul, in case that there should be 
ccasion for it, before himself was able to arrive. But 
nnibal, being informed of their approach, ordered Ma- 
arbal to advance against them with the light-armed 
oops, and a part also of the cavalry; who, falling upon 
em in their march, killed almost one half of the detach- 
edt in the very first onset. The rest fled in haste to a 
jighbouring hill, but were pursued and taken prisoners 
i the following day. The news of this misfortune arrived 
Rome within three days only after the account of the 
"mer battle: while the city was still inflamed, and every 
nd strongly filled with the sense of their first calamity, 
id now, not the people only, but the senate themselves, 
re struck with consternation and amazement. The 
ial business of the year was all neglected; the mngi- 
ates were no longer chosen as before ; every one turned 
thoughts to find some remedy against the impending 
s; and the result of their deliberations was, that in 
es so pressing, a dictator only could protect the state 
n the dangers which so nearly threatened it. 
n the mean while A nnibal, though he was now per- 
led that the issue of the war would fulfy answer all his 
?s, thought it not yet seasonable to advance nearer 
irds Rome; but continued his route through Umbria 
Picenum, wasting the country without resistance, and 
ten days arrived in the neighbourhood of Adria; 
1 S gained so immense a booty by the way, that the 
r could neither carry nor remove it. He had de- 
ed great numbers of people also in his march. For 
alterable was his hatred of the Romans, and so deeply 
d in his mind, that he gave orders to his troops, that 
should slay, without distinction, all those that were 
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found of age to carry arms, in the same manner as when 
towns are taken by storm. 

Having fixed his camp near Adria, in a country which 
produced all necessaries in the greatest plenty, he first 
employed his care, to provide such refreshment for the 
army, as might recover them from their present miserable 
state. For partly through the cold and nastiness, to which 

« _ 

they had been exposed while they lay encamped. in Gaol 
during the winter, and partly also from the fatigue which 
they had suffered in their march afterwards through the 
marshes, both. the men and horses were now covered with 
a kind of leprous scurf; a disease, which is usually the 
consequence of famine and continued hardships. Bnt 
these rich and fertile plains soon supplied both the oppor- 
tunity and the means, of recovering the horses to their 
former vigour, and of restoring also the strength and 
raising the spirits of the troops. He armed also his 
Africans after the Roman manner, from the spoils that 
had been taken : and now for the first time sent some 
messengers to Carthage, with an account of his success; 
for he had never before approached near the sea, from the 
time of his first entrance into Italy. The Carthaginians 
received the news with the greatest joy. They began to 
fix their whole attention upon the aflairs of Spain and 
Italy ; and resolved to employ every effort to support the 
war with vigour in those countries. 

The Romans named for dictator, . Quintus Febiqs : a 
man of noble birth, and great abilities: who gained, by 
his exploits, the surname of Maximus; which his de- 
scendants likewise have derived from him, and still enjoy. 
The office of dictator is different, both in dignity and 
power, from that of consul. Each of the consuls is at- 
tended only by twelve lictors; the dictator by twepty-four. 
The consuls are in many things restrained from acting, 
unless they have first obtained the approbation and con- 
currence of the senate. But the authority of the dictator 
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is absolute and uncontrolled; and from the time of hi* 
appointment} except only that the tribunes still retain their 
office, all the magistracies in the state are instantly dis- 
solved. But we shall treat more fully of these subjects in 
another place. At the same time also, Minucius was 
declared master of the horse. This officer is entirely sub- 
ject to the dictator: but, in the absence of the latter, he 
succeeds as it were to his place, and becomes the delegate 
of all his power. 

Aonibal changed bis camp from time to time, but con- 
tinued still to move along the Adriatic coast. He ordered 
the horses to be bathed with old wine, which was found 
n great abundance in the country, and soon healed the 
ilcerous humours whkh had rendered them unfit for 
ervice. He recovered the soldiers also from their wounds; 
nd employed every care and remedy to restore to all the 
roups their full strength and vigour. When this was 
one, he began his march ; passed through the districts of 
dria and Pretetia; traversed all the country of the Ma* 
icinians and Frentanians; and from thence advanced into 
pulia; plundering and destroying every thing in his way. 
pulia is divided into three separate districts, the names 
which are Daunia, PeucetU, and Messapia. Annibal, 
ving entered the first of these, wasted the lands of 
iceria, which was a Roman colony: and afterwards, 
ving fixed 'his camp near Hipponium, in the territory of 
5 Argyripians, he from thence spread his troops over all 
? country, and ravaged it without resistance, 
Ibout this time Fabius, when be had first offered sacftt- 
s to the gods, set out from Rome, attended by Minucius, 
t carrying with him four legions that wore newly raised* 
ben he arrived upon the confines of Daunia, and had 
ted the army that had marched intp that province frotn 
minum, he dismissed Serviiius from his command, and 
; him well attended back to Rome ; with orders, that if 
Carthaginians should make any attempt upon the sea, 
hould be ready to observe their motions, and to aot as 
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occasion might require. He then advanced with all the 
forces, and encamped near a place called iEca, at the 
distance of about fifty stadia from the enemy. 

As soon as Annibal was informed of their approach, he 
drew out all his army, and, in order to strike a terror into 
these new troops upon their first arrival, advanced near to 
the Roman camp, and stood for some time in order of 
battle. But when the Romans remained still close in their 
intrenchments, he returned back again to his camp.' For 
Fabius was fixed in his determination, not to hazard any 
rash attempt, or on any account to try the fortune of a 
general battle: but, on the contrary, to employ his chief 
and only care to secure his troops from danger. At first, 
indeed, this conduct drew upon him no small reproach 
and censure; while every one considered him as a mail 
that was cold and cowardly, and who feared to engage the 
enemy. But after some short time, the wisdom of his 
sentiments was clearly proved by the event: and all men 
then were ready to acknowledge, that the measures, which 
he now pursued, were by far the best and most judicious 
that could be taken in the present circumstances. For 
the Carthaginian tropps had all been exercised in one 
continued course of war, even from their earliest age. 
Their general also, from his infancy, was trained in camps, 
among those very troops which he now commanded. 
They had gained many signal victories in Spain ; and had 
defeated the Romans and their allies in two successive 
battles. But the point of greatest moment was, that they 
had no resource or hope in any thing but victory. On 
the part of the Romans, all circumstances were contrary 
to these: so that their defeat must have been inevitable, if 
they had now risked a general battle. But Fabius wisely 
chose to have recourse to that one advantage, which be- 
longed confessedly to the Romans; and to regulate the 
whole conduct of the war upon it. This advantage was, 
that they might still receive into their camp supplies both 
of men- and stores, without any apprehension that the 
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source from whence they were derived could ever be 
exhausted. 

From this time, therefore, he attended closely to the 
notions of the Carthaginian army; following still at a 
moderate distance; and taking care to secure, before the 
roemy, all those posts which, from his acquaintance with 
he country, he knew to be most proper for his design. 
Lnd as he still received supplies in the greatest plenty, he 
ever sent his troops abroad to forage, or suffered them 
) straggle from the camp, but kept them always close 
)gether, and united in a body; attending carefully to 
tery advantage, which time and place suggested; and by 
at means intercepted and destroyed many parties of the 
srthaginian foragers, whom their contempt of the Ro- 
ans frequently led away to too great a distance from 
eir own intrench ments. Thus, while he diminished by 
grees the numbers of the enemy, he at the same time 
ercised the strength of his own forces, and raised again 
?ir courage, which had been much depressed by the late 
eats. But no persuasions could prevail upon him to 
the fortune of a general battle. This conduct was in 
points very unpleasing to Minucius, who mixed his 
timents with those of the discontented multitude; 
rging the dictator with sloth and cowardice; and pro- 
ming, on his own part, the utmost impatience to seek 
engage the enemy. 

The Carthaginians, when they had ravaged all the 
es that have now been mentioned, passed the Apen- 
, and came into the country of the Samnites; which, 
naturally was very rich and fertile, and had now for 
ig time flourished in continual peace, afforded every 
of necessaries in so great abundance, that not all the 
3 and consumption which they made were sufficient to 
ust it. They made incursions likewise upon the lands 
meventum, a Roman colony, and took Telesia, a city 
was strongly fortified with walls, and which yielded 
i very great booty. The Romans still followed close 
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behind, at the distance of one or- two days 9 march, bat 
never approached so near as to afford the opportunity of a 
battle. 

When Annibal perceived that Fabins thus persisted to 
decline a general action, and yet refused to leave the field, 
be formed a very bold and hardy project, and resolved to 
throw himself at once with all his army into the plains of 
Capua, near the place that was called Falernus: being 
persuaded, either that the Romans must then be forced to 
venture on a battle; or that all mankind would see that be 
was confessedly the njaster of the open country; and that 
the neighbouring towns would from thence be struck, with 
terror, and hasten to embrace his party. For though the 
Romans had been now defeated in two successive battles* 
not one single city had revolted from them to join the 
Carthaginians. But all remained unshaken in their duty ; 
though many of them, on that account, had been exposed 
to the severest sufferings. Such was the dignity of the 
Roman republic, and so great the awe and veneration in 
which it was held by the allies. 

It must be acknowledged, that this design was very 
wise and reasonable. For the plains of Capua are dis- 
tinguished, not only by their natural beauty and fertility, 
above the rest of Italy* but by their happy situation also 
near the sea, which fills their markets with the coj&mera? 
of almost every part of the habitable world. Their cities, 
likewise, are more celebrated for their beauty, than any 
that are besides in Italy. Along the coast stand Sinuessa, 
Cumae, Dicsearchi*, Neapolis, and Nuceria : in the inland 
parts, towards the north, Calenum apd Teanum ; to the 
south and east, Paunipm and Nolaj and near the middle 
of the country, Capua, the noblest and most splendid of 
them all. In a word, so delicious are these plains, that 
the mycologists may seem, perhaps, to be not altogether 
removed from truth, in that which they relate coqc^njing 
them. For these are called also the Phlegrae^n ffelds ; as 
well as some other parts of the earth, that are distinguished 
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by tbeir btraty and fertility : and even the gods themteiv es 
are reported to' have contended together in former times 
for the sovereignty and possession of them. But, besides 
these great advantages, this country also is by nature very 
strongly fortified, and difficult of all access. For as oner 
part of it n bounded by the tea, the rest stands covered by 
a chain of lofty mountains, which admit fto entrance, 
accept only by the way of three very harrow passes ; of 
vhich one lie* towards the country of the Samnites, another 
Jong mount Eribanus, and the third on the side of the 
rlirpinieos. The Carthaginians, therefore, by encamping 
i the very middle of these plains, were going as it were to 
tend upon a public and conspicuous theatre ; from whence 
rey were sure to astonish all mankind by the uncommon 
ddness of the attempt, and, if the Romans should still 
ttline a battle, to make it manifest, that ttey had driven 
em from the stage, and remained without dispute the 
asters of the open country. 

With this design, Annibal, leaving now the territory 
the $amnites, entered Campania by the pass of mount 
ibanus : and having continued his march as far as' 
the river Athurnus, which flows through the middle 
the plains, and divides them into two nearly equal 
•ts, he. encamped cm tfmt side of it which was nearest 
&rds Rome; and from thence sent out his foragers, 
I wasted all the country without resistance. A design 
bold and hazardous filled the dictator with surprise; 
, at the same time, fixed him still more strongly in his 
: determination. But Miiiucius, and the rest of the 
nan officers, being all now persuaded, that the enemy 
3 at last ensnared in a place in which they might be' 
eked with great- advantage, advised, that no rnoment 
tld be lost; that they should hasten to pursue the 
hagimans; should offer battle to them in these plains; 
save the noblest part of Italy from ruin. Fabius, 
?fore, was forced to yield to therr impatience; and, 
ring his real sentiments, began his 'march with the 
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greatest haste, as if he had concurred with them, in the 
same design. But when he arrived in the neighbourhood 
of Falernus, he only shewed his army upon the bottom of 
the hills, marching still on one side of the enemy as they 
advanced, that he might pot be thought by the allies to 
have entirely left the field, but refused to descend into the 
plain, or risk the fortune of a general engagement; as well 
from the other reasons that have before been mentioned, 
as most especially, because the Carthaginians were far su- 
perior to him in their cavalry. 

But Annibal, having now wasted all the country, and in 
vain endeavoured to draw the Romans to a battle, was 
again preparing to decamp, that he might be able to re- 
move the booty, before it was consumed, into some place 
of safety, and there fix his quarters for the winter. For 
his intention was, that the troops not only should enjoy a 
present plenty, but be supplied continually with all kinds 
of necessaries in great abundance for the time to come* 
When Fabius perceived, that the Carthaginians designed 
to take their route back again, by the same way along 
which they had entered, and that the narrowness and 
difficulty of the road afforded the most favourable oppor- 
tunity to fall upon them in their retreat, he sent away a 
body of four thousand men, with orders that they should 
possess themselves of the defiles through which the enemy 
were to pass; should attend, with the greatest care, to the 
proper time of action, and lose none of thofce advantages 
which their situation could scarcely fail to throw into their 
power : while himself at the same time took his post; with 
the greatest part of all the army, upon a neighbouring hill, 
which commanded the defiles. 

The Carthaginians, continuing their march forwards, 
came and encamped at the very foot of the hills. The 
Romans were persuaded, that they should with ease re- 
cover all the booty, and even began to hope, that, with the 
advantage of the place, they might perhaps be able to give 
a full determination to the war. In this confidence, the 
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dictator was now employing all his thoughts and care, hi 
examining into the nature of the several posts, and in 
making such a disposition as was requisite, with regard 
both to the time and manner of the attack. The ne- 
cessary measures were all fully regulated, and were to 
liave been carried into execution on the following day. 

But Annibal, having conjectured from all circumstances 
vhat it was that the Romans, upon this occasion, would 
nost probably attempt, contrived to defeat all their pro- 
sets, and gave them neither time nor opportunity to 
ccomplish any part of that which had been thus con- 
erted. Having assembled together all the pioneers and 
bourers of the army, who were under the command of 
sdrubal, he ordered them to provide as much dry wood, 
id other combustible matter, as they were able to pro- 
re; to bind it together in bundles fit for torches; and to 
oose out of all the plunder two thousand of the strongest 
en, and conduct them to a little distance without the 
mp. At the same time, he shewed to them a certain 
I, which stood between the camp and those defiles 
ough which he was to pass ; and instructed them, that, 
soon as they should have received his orders, they 
mid drive the oxen up the sides of the hill with great 
ed and force, till they had gained the top. He then 
nissed them, that they might all take their supper, and 
rwards a little sleep. But about three hours after 
night, having called them again together, he ordered 
n to bind the torches to the horns of the oxen, to set 
n on fire, and drive the beasts by violence before them 
irds the summit of the hill. The light-armed troops 
3 posted also behind the pioneers, to assist at first in 
ing the oxen forwards* But as soon as the beasts 
ild be engaged in a proper course of running, they 
• then commanded to spread themselves upon the 
t and left on both sides of them ; to push their way 

speed, and with loud shouts and noise; to possess 
selves of all the eminences ; and be prepared to attack 
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the enemy, if any of them should be found upon the 
summit of the hill. At the same time Annibal himself 
with all his army advanced towards the passes, baring in 
his van the heavy infantry, the cavalry, followed by thfc 
booty, in the centre, and the Gauls and Spaniards in his 
rear. 

As soon as the Romans, who were posted in the en- 
trance of the defiles, saw the light of the torches, imagin- 
ing that Annibal was taking his route that way, they left 
immediately their first station, and hastened to ascend the 
hill. But when they approached the oxen, the sight of 
those strange fires filled them with doubt and conster- 
nation, and raised dreadful apprehensions in their minds, 
of some danger far more terrible than the truth. The 
light* armed troops, as they met together upon the summit 
of the hill, were engaged in some slight skirmishing; but 
the oxen falling in among them, soon separated the com- 
batants, and forced them to remain quiet in their place; 
expecting with impatience the appearance of the day, that 
they might then be able to discern the real state of things 
around them. The dictator, likewise, being in part sur- 
prised by what had happened, and suspecting that it 
covered some deceit, and partly also because he still per- 
sisted in his first determination, not rashly to engage in a 
general battle, remained quiet in his intrenchments, and 
waited for the clay. In the mean while Annibal, perceiving 
that all things favoured his design, and that the Romans, 
who were appointed to guard the passes, had left their 
post, conducted his army through them, together with the 
booty, without any loss. And when day appeared, ob- 
serving that his light-armed forces were exposed to some 
danger from the Romans that had gained the summit of 
the hill, he sent a body of Spaniards to their assistance; 
who engaged the enemy, killed about a thousand of them, 
and descended again in safety with the rest of the troops. 

The Carthaginian general, having thus happily led his 
army back again from the plains of Capua, encamped with- 
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out fear of any insult, and had now no other care, than to 
consider,, in what place he should fix bis quarters for the 
winter. This retreat spread a very great and general con- 
sternation through all the towns of Italy. The dictator 
ilso was loaded with the severest censure and reproach, as 
f nothing, bat the basest cowardice, could have suffered 
he enemy to escape, when he had such advantages in his 
tand against them. But Fabius still remained unshaken 
i his purpose. Being forced, within some days after- 
wards, to.return to Rome, in x>rder to assist in celebrating 
?rtain sacrifices, he delivered up the army to Minucius : 
id, at the same time, pressed him with the greatest ear- 
stness to be much less solicitous to gain any advantage 
ainst the enemy, than to cover his own troops from 
nger. But Minucius was so far from paying even the least 
ention to these entreaties, that, on the contrary, while 
f dictator was still speaking, his mind was wholly fixed 
the design of fighting. Such was the state of the war in 

"J. 



CHAP. X. 

30UT the! same time Asdrubal, who governed the 
rs of Spain, having ordered the thirty vessels that were 
with him by his brother to be refitted during the 
er, and added to them ten more also completely 
shed and equipped, as soon as the spring came on, 
red all the fleet, which consisted now of forty ships, 
1 from New Carthage under the conduct of Amilcar, 
to steer their course along the coast > while himself, 
g drawn the forces from their winter quarters, began 
arch, keeping his route likewise close along the shore, 
bus both armies might meet, and act together, near 
berus. Caseus, having conjectured, without great 
Ity, that this was the intention of the Carthaginians, 
: resolved to begin bis march by land, and to offer 
i. u 
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battle to their army. But when he had afterward* re- 
ceived a more exact account of the number of their troops, 
and the preparations which they had made, he desisted 
from that design : and having equipped a fleet of thirty- 
five ships, and filled them with a body of select forces from 
the legions, he sailed from Tarraco, and arriving on the 
second day near the mouth of the Iberus, cast anchor at 
the distance of eighty stadia from the enemy, and sent away 
two light frigates, that belonged to the Massilians, to make 
discoveries. For this people were at all times ready to 
meet every difficulty, and to throw themselves the foremost 
into danger. And as their zeal and generous attachment 
to the interests of the Romans have often been shewn in 
later times, so were they most especially conspicuous in the 
great serviced which they performed during the course of 
the present war. As soon as these vessels were returned, 
with an account that the Carthaginian fleet was stationed 
near the mouth of the river, Cnseus immediately sailed 
away in haste, hoping to fall upon them by surprise, 
before they could receive any notice of his approach. But 
Asdrubal had long before sent his scouts abroad; and 
being now informed that the enemy were advancing fast 
towards him, he ranged his army in battle upon the shore, 
add ordered all the naval forces to get immediately on 
board : and when the Romans appeared in sight, he sailed 
out to meet them, and raised the signal to engage* Bat 
the Carthaginians, though they began the fight with 
vigour, sustained it but for a short time only. For 
the troops, that stood in view along the shore, were so 
far from animating them to any higher degree of alacrity 
and confidence* that, on the contrary, they only served to 
check their courage, and restrain their efforts, by affording 
the prospect of an easy and secure retreat As soon, 
therefore, as two of their ships were taken, with their men, 
and four more disabled, their oars being broken and their 
soldiers killed, the rest all fled with great precipitation ; 
and having forced their vessels dose into land, saved 
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themselves among the troops that stood upon the shore. 

The Romans pursued boldly after them to the very shore. 
And having bound fast behind the stern of their own ves- 
sels as many of the Carthaginian ships as could be set in 
motion, which were twenty-five in number, they sailed 
back again in triumph, and with no small joy: having thus 
in the very first onset gained a victory, which rendered 
them the entire masters of the sea, and by that means 
wholly changed the face of affairs in Spain. 

As soon as the news of this defeat arrived at Carthage, 
hey immediately equipped another fleet of seventy ships, 
"or they judged it to be a point of the last importance, 
ith regard to the prosecution of the war, that they should 
:ilT preserve their sovereignty upon the sea. This fleet, 
aving first steered their course towards Sardinia, sailed 
om thence to Pisae; in the hope, that they should there 
in Annibal, and be able to act in concert. with him. But 
>ing informed that the Romans had sent against them a 
>et of a hundred and twenty quinqueremes, they returned 
ck again to Sardinia, and from thence to . Carthage, 
rvilius for some time followed after them with the 
>man fleet : but when he found that they had gained a 
*y great distance from him, he desisted from the pursuit, 
I anchored in the port of Lilybaeum. From thence 
ing steered his course towards Cercina, which stands 
►n the coast of Afric, he forced the inhabitants to pay a 
i of money, to save their country from being plundered, 
lis return, he made himself master also of the island Cos- 
is ; and having placed a garrison in the little town that 
in it, he then sailed back again to Lilybaeum, laid up 
fleet in harbour, and returned not long afterwards to 
army. 

/hen the news arrived at Rome of the victory that had 
gained by Cnseus against the Carthaginians, the senate 
n now to think, that it not only was expedient, but 
lutely necessary, that they from this time should attend 
i closely to the affairs of Spain, and support the war in 

u2 
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that country with greater application and vigour than before. 
They resolved, therefore, that Publius Scipio, to whom this 
province was at first allotted, should sail away immediately 
with twenty ships to join his brother Cnaeus, and to act in 
concert with him. For they were under no small appre- 
hensions, that the Carthaginians, in case that they could 
once obtain the conquest of this country, with all the 
wealth that might be drawn in great abundance from it, 
would in a short time become superior also upon the sea, 
and from thence be enabled more strongly ^o support the 
war in Italy, and to furnish . Annibal from time to time 
with continual supplies both of men and stores. In order 
to avoid this danger, which indeed demanded their most 
serious care, they now sent Publius into Spain. This 
general, even upon his first arrival, pursued such measures, 
as greatly advanced the interests and enlarged the power 
of the republic. For before this time, the Romans never 
had attempted to extend their views beyond the Iberus, 
but were fully satisfied with having gained the alliance of 
the people that lived on this side of it. But Publius now 
passed the river, and resolved to maintain the war on the 
other side. An accident at the same time happened, which 
greatly favoured this design. The Romans, when they 
had passed the Iberus without any resistance from the 
neighbouring people, who were struck with terror at their 
approach, encamped near a temple that was consecrated to 
Venus, at the distance of about forty stadia from Sagun- 
tum ; in a post in which they not only were secure against 
all danger from the enemy, but. were able also to receive 
supplies continually from their fleet ; which, as the army 
advanced, had still sailed along the coast. In this place 
the adventure happened to them which I am going to 
relate. 

At the time when Annibal was preparing to march into 
Italy, he had taken hostages from all the towns in Spain, 
of whose fidelity he had any doubt, and ordered them to be 
kept together at Saguntum ; both because this city was a 
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place of strength, and because the government also of it 
was left by him in the hands of men in whom he had an 
entire sod perfect confidence. The hostages were all of 
them the children of the most distinguished families, in the 
several cities from whence they had been tent. There was 
i certain Spaniard, whose name was Abilyx ; of high rank 
ind character in his country, and one who had always 
eemed to be attached more strongly even than any of his 
ation to all the interests of the Carthaginians. This man, 
>aving carefully weighed all circumstances, and judging 
liat the Romans had now the fairest prospect of success, 
>nned the design of betraying his faith to his allies, and 
slivering up these hostages to the enemy ; a project truly 
orthy of a Spaniard and barbarian. \But he had per- 
mded himself that this declaration of his zeal in favour of 
ie Romans could not fail to raise him to a very high de- 
ee of credit and esteem among them ; especially when 
ined to a service of so great importance, and rendered in 
critical a season. / 

He went, therefore, to Bostar, the Carthaginian general, 
o bad been sent by Asdrubal to oppose the passage of 
• Romans over the Iberus, but not daring, to risk a 
tie, had retired and fixed his camp near Saguntum, on 
side towards the sea. He was a man of a mild and 
mless disposition ; easy and tractable in his nature, and 
forward to suspect any ill designs. Abilyx, beginning 
discourse with the subject of the hostages, represented 
tm, " that as the Romans had now passed the river, the 
thaginians no longer would be able by the means of 
?r to keep the Spaniards under due restraint; that the 
s required, that they rather should employ their pains 
in the affections of the people, and fix them in their 
est by favour ; that as Saguntum might, perhaps, in a 
t time fall into the power of the Romans, who were 
encamped before it, if Bostar, seizing the occasion, 
J send back the hostages to their parents and re- 
ive cities, be would not only disappoint the expecta- 

u3 
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tibns of the enemy, who were earnestly solicitous to become 
masters of theft, for this very purpose ; but by his wise and 
timely care, in thus providing for the safety of these young 
men, would secure also the affections of the Spaniards to 
the Carthaginians ; that if he would trust to him the con- 
duct of this business, he would take care abundantly to 
magnify the merit of the kindness; and, as he led the 
hostages to the several cities, would raise, not only in the 
parents, but in all the people of the country likewise, the 
warmest sentiments of esteem and favour, by painting in 
the strongest colours the generosity of this proceeding. In* 
the last place he reminded him, that himself might also 
expect to be rewarded in the amplest manner; and that 
every parent, when he had thus, beyond all hope, recovered 
what was dearest to him, would strive to exceed the rest in 
his acknowledgments, and load with fevours the com- 
mander to whose power he was indebted for so great a 
happiness." By these, and many other arguments of the 
same kind, he prevailed on Bostar to approve of all that 
was proposed/ And having fixed the day on which he was 
to be in readiness, with some attendants, to receive the 
hostages, he then retired. 

As soon as night was come, he went privately to the 
Roman camp, joined some Spaniards that were at that 
time in the army, and was carried by them to the generals. 
And having, in a long discourse, represented to them the 
great alacrity and zeal with which the Spaniards would all 
concur to promote the interest of the Romans, if through 
their means the hostages should be restored, he at last en- 
gaged to deliver the young men into their hands. Publius 
received this offer with the greatest eagerness and joy, and 
dismissed him with the assurance of immense rewards; 
having first appointed the time and place in which he 
would himself attend his coming. Abilyx then returned 
again to Bostar with some friends whom he bad chosen for 
the occasion, received the hostages, and leaving Saguntom 
iti the night, on pretence of concealing his motions from 
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the enemy, passed beyond the Roman camp, and delivered • 
them to die generals at the appointed place. He was re- 
ceived by Publius with all possible marks of honour; and 
was charged with the care of conducting back the hostages 
to their respective cities. Some Romans also, that were 
most proper for the trust, were ordered to attend him. In 
svery place through which they passed, the dismission of 
hese young men was highly magnified by Abilyx, as a 
iigaal instance of the clemency and generous spirit of the l 
Kooians. On the other hand, he displayed in the strongest • 
©lour the jealous diffidence of the Carthaginians, and the 
sverity with which they had always treated their allies. 
ie urged his own example likewise, as an encouragement 
> them to revolt. By these persuasions' many of the* 
Spaniards were led to embrace the friendship of the Ro- 
ians« With regard to Bostar, he was thought to have 
oted with such weakness, as was by no means to be ex- 
ised in a person of his age; and was afterwards involved, 
i that account, in. very great misfortunes. The Romans,) 
1 the contrary, derived many advantages ffom this acci- 
tnt, in the prosecution of .the war. But as the time for 
tion was already past, both armies now retired to their 
tarters for the winter. In this state we shall here leave 
e affairs of Spain, and return again to Italy. 

CHAP. Xh 

NNIBAL, being informed by those whom he had sent 
view the country, diet the lands round Lucerj* and 
runium afforded great quantities of corn, and that the 
t of these two cities wps a* commodious place for laying 
his stores, resolved to fix his quarters for the winter 
re. Passing, therefore, beyond the mountain called 
mrnus, he led his army to Geranium, which was distant 
n Ltueeria about two hundred stadia. Off hk first 
►roach, be endeavoured by gentle means to draw the 

u 4 
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citizens to his party; and. even offered such engagements as 
might secure to them > the full performance of his promises. 
But when this proposal was rejected, he laid sitge to the 
place; and, having in a short time made himself master of 
it, ordered all the inhabitants to be destroyed. But. he 
reserved the walls, together with the greater part of the 
houses, still entire; designing, to convert them into grana- 
ries for the winter. He then ordered the army to encamp 
before the town, and threw up an intrenchment round his 
camp. / From this post be sent away two parts of. all the 
forces,. to gather in the corn ; with orders, that each soldier 
should be obliged to bring a stated measure of it every 
day. to the officers of his own. company that were appointed 
to receive it. The remaining third part of the troops were 
left to guard the camp; or disposed, as occasion required, 
in proper posts to support, the foragers* As, the country 
was plain and open, the number of the foragers almost in- 
finite, and the. season likewise proper for the work, vast 
quantities of corn were collected, every day. 
- The Roman general, Marcus, to whom Fabius had left the 
army when he returned. to Rome, for some time shifted his 
post from hill to hill, attending to the motions of the Cartha- 
ginians, and flattering himself with the hope that he should 
at last find some occasion to fall upon them with advantage 
from those eminences* But when he heard that they were 
masters of Geranium, had fortified their camp before the 
town, and were employed in gathering stores from all the 
country, he immediately left the mountains, and descending 
along the promontory that gave entrance to the plain, 
encamped near the. foot of a hill that was called Callene, in 
the. district of Larinum; and resolved, without more delay, 
to bring the enemy to a battle. When Annibal was in- 
formed that the Bemans were so near, he sent one third 
part only of his troops to gather in the corn ; and advanc- 
ing with the rest towards the enemy, fixcjd his camp upon 
a hilly at a distance of about sixteen stadia from Gerunium, 
^hat he might restrain in some degree the ardour of the 
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mans, and be able also to rapport his foragers as bcca- 
i should require; and when night came on he ordered 
wise a detachment of two thousand light-armed forces 
narch and posses? themselves of another neighbouring 
, which stood between the camps, and commanded that 
he Romans. But as. soon as day appeared, Minucius 
n out also all his light-armed troops, and sent them to 
odge the Carthaginians from their post. The dispute 

sharp and obstinate; but the Romans, having at last 
railed* remained masters of the hill, and came soon 
rwards, with all their army, and encamped upon it. 
is the distance between the - two camps was. now so in- 
dderable, Annibal at first kept together in a body the 
test part of all thfc army. But after some days he was 
ed to send abroad his detachments, as before, to lead 
cattle to their pasture, and to gather in the corn; 
ng resolved, agreeably to his first design, not only to 
erve entire the stores which he had already gained, but 
Iraw together also as large a quantity of corn as he 
it yet be able to procure; that thus the troops, the 
ts of burden, and especially the horses, might be 
lied with all provisions in the greatest plenty during 
time of winter. For his chief and strongest hopes 
t founded on the cavalry. . When Minucius saw that 
greater part of the Carthaginian army was busied in 
work, and dispersed on every side through all the 
try, he chose the time that was most proper for his 
ose, and leading out all his forces, approached close 
le intrenchments N of the enemy with the legionary 
ts, drawn up in order of battle; and, at the same 

sent away, in separate divisions, bis cavalry and the 
-armed forces to fall upon the foragers; with orders, 
they should take none alive. Annibal was in no small 
?e embarrassed by this sudden accident. For as the 
s that remained with him in the camp were too few to 
rawn out in battle against the legions, so neither, on 
ther hand, was he able 1 to send any assistance ta the 
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rest that were dispefsed about the country. Great num- 
berfj therefore^ pt the foragers were destroyed by the de- 
tachments that were sent against diem ; while the rest of 
the Roma* forces, that were ranged in order of battle, 
arrived at last at such a height of insult, that they even 
began to tear away the palisade of the intrenchments, and 
almost besieged the Carthaginians in their camp* Annibal, 
though thus reduced to a condition that seemed indeed to 
be next to desperate, struggled with all his force against 
the storm; drove back the enemy as they advanced, and 
kept possession of his camp, though pot without the great- 
est difficulty. But after some time, when Asdrubal was 
come to his assistance, with four thousand of the foragers 
who had fled together to the camp before Geranium; he 
then resumed his courage, marched out of his intrench* 
ments, and, having ranged his forces in order of battle at 
a little distance from the camp, at last repelled the ruin 
that so nearly threatened him. The Romans returned 
back again to their camp, elate with their success, and 
filled with the strongest hopes for the time to come; For 
many of the Carthaginians bad fallen before the intrench-* 
ments; and a much greater number of those that were 
spread through the country were destroyed by the parties 
that were seat against them. On the following day, Minn-* 
ctus went and took possession of the camp which the Car- 
thaginians now had quitted. For Annibal, as soon as the 
fight was ended, had resolved to return again to his first 
camp before Geranium; being apprehensive that if the 
Romans should march thither in the night, and, finding the 
camp deserted, should take possession of it, they would by 
that mean become masters of his baggage and all his stores* 
After this action the Carthaginians used great precaution 
when they went away to forage; while the Romans, on the 
contrary, were bold and confident, and exposed themselves 
to danger without any caution or reserve. 

When the news of this success arrived at Rome, and 
was enlarged in the relation far beyond the bounds of truth, 
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? people all were filled with the greatest joy. For first, 
the despair into which they had lately fallen, with respect 
the final issue of the war, seemed now to have given 
tee to better hopes; so the terror likewise that had 
berto been spread among the legions, and the inaction, 
which they had still remained, were judged clearly to 
/e sprung, not from any want of courage in the troops, 
; from the cold and cautious disposition of the general. 
3m this time, therefore, Fabius was openly reproached 
all ; as a man who, through timidity, bad suffered even 
fairest occasions to escape him; while Minucius, on 
other hand, was raised so high in the opinion of the 
zens by this exploit, that a resolution was taken in bia 
>ur, of which there was no example. For they declared 
i dictator likewise; being persuaded that the war would 
s be brought to a quick decision. Thus there were at 
time two dictators, entrusted jointly with the conduct 
i single war; a thing never known before among the 
nans. 

.s soon as Minucius was informed of the high applause 
favour which his conduct had gained for him among 
citizens, and of the dignity to which the people now 
raised him, he became much more eager and impetuous 
i before ; and resolved to attempt every thing against 
enemy. But Fabius was not to be moved by any of 
; accidents ; but, on tbe contrary, persisted even with, 
ter firmness in. his first determination. When he 
rned, therefore, to the army, and saw that Minucius 
elated beyond all bounds; that be haughtily opposed 
in every sentiment, and was urging him perpetually to 
are on a battle ; be offered to his choice* that he should 
r take in turn tbe single and supreme command of all' 
irray, or remove with one half of the troops to a *e*. 
te camp, and there pursue such measures as he should 
3 convenient. Minucius eagerly embraced the last 
osal. Tbe forces, therefore, were divided into two 
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equal bodies ; and encamped apart, having the distance of 
about twelve stadia between their camps. 

When Annibal was informed, as well by this division of 
the forces, as from the prisoners also that were taken, that 
some contention had been raised between the generals; 
and that it solely sprung from the ungovernable beat and 
ambition of Minucius; he was so far from apprehending 
that this accident would in any manner prove pernicious 
to his interests, that, on the contrary, he conceived the 
hope of being able to draw great advantage from it. He 
resolved, therefore, from this time to observe, with the 
greatest care, the motions of Minucius; to meet and re- 
strain his ardour; and to prevent him in all his efforts. 
Between this camp and that of Marcus there sjtood an 
eminence, from whence those that should first gain pos- 
session of it might be able greatly to distress the enemy. 
Annibal resolved to seize this post : and not doubting but 
that the Romans, confident from their late success, would 
hasten to dislodge him from it, he employed the following 
stratagem. The country that was round the hill was a fiat 
grid naked plain ; but the ground in many parts was broken 
and unequal, and abounded with various kinds of pits. 
He 6ent away, therefore, in the night, a body of five 
hundred horse, and about five thousand foot ; which were 
distributed in small divisions, of two and three hundred 
each) among the several cavities in which they best might 
lie concealed. And that they might not be discovered in 
the morning by the Roman foragers, he ordered his light- 
armed troops to take possession of the eminence before 
break of day. Minucius, perceiving what had happened, 
applauded his good fortune, and immediately sent away 
the light-armed troops, with orders that they should charge 
the Carthaginians with the greatest vigour, and exert all 
their (efforts to drive them from their post. In a short 
time afterwards, he commanded the cavalry also to advance; 
and himself then followed with the legions. His disposi- 
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tioo was the same as in the former battle. It was now 
clear day. But as the Romans directed their eyes, and 
whole attention, towards the combatants upon the hill, the 
Carthaginian troops, that were placed in ambuscade, re- 
mained secure and unsuspected. Annibal sent fresh troops 
continually to the hill: and himself, in a short time, fol- 
lowed with the cavalry, and all the army. The cavalry 
on both sides were soon engaged. But as the Carthagi- 
nians were far superior in their numbers, the light-armed 
forces of the Romans, being also pressed in this first con- 
flict, fled back precipitately towards their own legions, and 
threw them into great disorder. In this moment the signal 
was given by Annibal to the troops that were in ambuscade, 
who appeared on every side, and vigorously charged the 
Romans. And now not the light-armed forces only, but 
the whole army was in danger of being irrecoverably lost. 
But Fabius, having from his camp observed the progress 
of the action, and perceiving that a general and entire 
defeat must soon ensue, drew out all his forces, and ad- 
vanced in haste to the assistance of his colleague. The 
Romans, though their ranks all were broken, now resumed 
heir courage ; and as these troops approached, formed 
bemselves again in order, and retired towards them for 
rotection. But many of their light-armed forces had 
illen in the action ; and a much greater number of the 
gionaries and bravest soldiers. Annibal, not daring to 
new the fight against troops that were fresh, and dis- 
used in perfect order, desisted from the pursuit, and re- 
rned back again, to his camp. 

The Romans, being thus rescued from destruction* were 
last fully sensible, that the rashness of Minucius had 
paged them in such measures as proved almost fatal to 
:m ; and that they owed their safety, not at this time 
y, but on former occasions likewise, to the cautious 
nagement of Fabius. The people also at Heme were 
v forced to acknowledge, that a wise and steady conduct, 
ulated py sound skill and judgment in the art of war, 
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it far to be preferred to all those rash and impetuous 
sallies, which result from mere personal bravery, and a 
vain desire of popular applause. From this time there- 
fore* the troops, made wise by their misfortunes, encamped 
once more together, and resolved to leave to Fabius the 
whole conduct of the war, and punctually to receive and 
execute his orders. The Carthaginians drew a line be- 
tween the eminence and their camp; and having thrown 
up an intrenchment also round the top of the hill, and 
posted some troops upon it, they had now leisure to com* 
plete, in full security, the preparations that were necessary 
for the winter. 



CHAP. XII. 

W HEN the time was come, in which the Romans usually 
elected their chief magistrates, the people chose for con- 
suls, Lucius iEmilius and Caius Terentius ; and the dic- 
tators resigned their office. iEmilius, having ordered the 
former consuls, Cn. Servilius and M. Regulus, who had 
succeeded to that dignity after the death of Flaminius, to 
take upon them the entire command of the army in the 
field, in quality of his lieutenants, remained still at Rome, 
to deliberate with the senate on the measures that were fit 
to be pursued, and to raise new levies. And when he had 
enrolled the numbers that were necessary to complete the 
legions, he sent them to the army; with an express order 
to Servilius, that he should by no means venture on a ge- 
neral action; but should from time to time engage the 
Carthaginians in such sharp and frequent skirmishes, as 
might serve to exercise the strength and raise the courage 
of his troops, and by degrees prepare them for a decisive 
battle. For it was now judged to have been the chief and 
only cause of all the losses which hitherto the Romans had 
sustained, that their battles had been fought by new-raised 
levies, undisciplined, and without experience. At the same 
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time also the prsetor L. Posthuniius was sent with a legion 
into (Saul, to make a diversion there, and force tbe Gauls 
that were with Annibal to return and defend their country* 
The fleet, that had remained during the winter in the port 
pf Lilybaeum, was brought back to Rome* The general* 
that were in Spain were supplied with every kind of stores. 
And in a word, whatever preparations were judged neces- 
sary for the war, were all completed with the greatest dili- 
gence and care. 

Servilius punctually observed the orders of the consul, 
and engaged only in some, slight and separate skirmishes* 
which we shall not now particularly describe. For though 
many of these little combats were very sharp as well as 
frequent, and were conducted by tbe Roman generals with 
great skill and courage, yet both by reason of these orders 
and from the circumstances also of the times, no action 
happened that was of great importance, or in fcny manner 
general or decisive. 

. In these camps, opposite, and in sight of each other* 
both armies thus remained, during the whole winter and 
the following spring. But when the time of harvest drew 
Dear, AnnibaJ, having left his camp before Qerunium, 
ivent a#d possessed himself of the citadel of Cannes; 
hoping, that by this n*ean, he should at last be able to 
force the enemy to a battle. For the Romans had brought 
together to this place all the corn and other stores, which 
they had collected in the district of Canusium : and from 
hence their army constantly was supplied with necessaries* 
The town had been destroyed some time before. But as 
the citadel remainedr and fell now into the hands of the 
Carthaginians with all the stores, the Romans were thrown 
at once into the greatest difficulties. . For tbey not only 
were deprived of their supplies; but such also was the 
situation of this post, that it commanded all the neigh- 
bouring country. The generals, therefore, sent messenger 
after messenger to Rome, desiring earnestly to be in- 
formed, in what manner they should. act in this conjunc- 
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tare; since it was now no longer possible to decline a 
battle, in case that they should approach any nearer to the 
enemy. ' For the country was all- wasted and consumed; 
and the allies were fixed in expectation, and waited with 
impatience for the event. The opinion of the senate was, 
that they should venture on a battle. But they advised 
Servilius to delay it yet for some time longer, and gave 
orders that the consuls should leave the city, and hasten 
to the camp. For all men now had turned their eyes 
towards iEmilius; who, as well by reason of the constant 
probity of his life and manners, as on account also of the 
great services which his country had received, some time 
before, from his brave and skilful management of the war 
against the IUyrians, was judged most capable to satisfy 
their fullest expectations, in this dangerous and critical 
conjuncture. It was ordered likewise, that the army 
should consist of eight legions, a thing never known before 
in any of their wars, and that each legion should contain 
five thousand men, besides the allies. For the constant 
custom of the Romans, as we have already mentioned, was 
to raise four legions only, and to allow to each four thou- 
sand foot and two hundred horse. In case that they 
were pressed by aqy great and unusual danger, they then 
increased the number to five thousand foot and three hun- 
dred horse. The infantry of the allies was the same in 
number with that of the legions; but their cavalry three 
times as many. Of these forces, one half of the allies and 
two legions were allotted separately to each consul ; who 
was then sent to prosecute the war apart, in his own proper 
province. Thus their battles hacf been always fought by a 
single consul, with two legions only, and an equal pro- 
portion of the allies. For it had very rarely happened, 
that all the forces were employed together in any single 
expedition. But now their apprehensions were so great, 
that they resolved to send not four, but eight legions at 
once into the field. They represented also to iEmilius, 
in the strongest terms, the happy consequences that must 
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attend a victory, • and,, on the other hand, the rwn that 
could scarcely fail to follow his defeat; and exhorted him 
to choose his time for action with such skill and judgment, 
as might give at once a final issue- to the war, in a manner 
worthy of his own great character, and of the dignity of 
the. Bom an name. 

As soon as the consuls arrived in the camp, they called 
the troops together; informed them of the resolutions of 
the senate; and employed all the exhortations that were 
suited to the present circumstances. iEmilius chiefly, who 
was himself very deeply affected with the distresses of his 
country, addressed the soldiers in the most earnest. and 
pathetic manner. He explained to them the causes of. the 
late defeats ; and endeavoured to dissipate the fears, which 
the remembrance of them had impressed upon the minds 
of all the army. He told them, that it was easy to assign, 
not one, but many causes of the ill success, that had 
attended them in all their former combats; but. that, at 
this time, nothing but the want of resolution could .deprive 
them of the victory. That hitherto they had never been 
engaged with both consuls together at their head. That 
the soldiers likewise were all new-raised levies ; unused to 
the sight of danger, and unpractised in the art of war : 
and, which was still a circumstance of greater moment, 
that they were so for from being acquainted with the 
condition of the forces that opposed them, that, on the 
contrary,' they were hurried to the fight before, they had 
even so much as seen the enemy. For the troops that 
were defeated near the river Trebia, arrived one day from 
Sicily, and early on the* next .were drawn out in battle. 
And those 1 that fell afterwards in the sight . of Thrasy- 
mene, had not only never seen their enemies before the 
combat, but were prevented also, by the mist, from seeing 
them even in the time of the engagement. "But now, 
Romans/' continued he, "you see that all things bear a 
different face. You have now both consuls together at - 
your head, ready to divide all danger with you. And 
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even the consuls also of the former year taw consent to 
remain, and to bear their part ia the approaching hattfe. 
You n$e now* acquainted with the number* of the creepy; 
the manner in which their troops are armed; and their 
disposition in the field. And during the course of two 
whole years, scarce a single day has passed, in which you 
have not tried your strength against them. Since, there- 
fore, every circumstance is so different from those thai 
were found in all your past engagements, the $v$n$ must 
be also different. For how improbable, or nuher how 
impossible a thing must it be thought, that troops which 
have returned so often with success, from Ufttle combats 
against equal forces, should now fail, with more than 
double numbers, to obtain the victory i» * general battle? 
Since then, Romans, all things afford $ugk strong as- 
surances of succesv nothing now is vanning, but that 
yourselves in earnest resolve to* conquer. But thia surely 
k a point on which there ie-no need that I should much 
enlaige. If I were speaking, indeed to. mercenary soldiers, 
or to an army of allies, engaged in the defence of some 
neighbouring state, thk kind of exhortation might perhaps 
be necessary. For the worst that can befall such troops, is 
the danger to which they are exposed during the time of 
action : since they have scarcely any thing, either to ap- 
prehend, or hope, from the issue of k. But with you, 
who are prepared ta fight, not fop the defence of others, 
but for the safety of yourselves, your country, wives and 
children, the consequences, of the. battle will be of far 
greater moment than all/the dangers thafcare now before 
you. Reflect but foe a moment only on* those conse- 
, quances ; and; such reflection, if I judge aarigbt, will folly 
supply the place, of the most pathetic exhortation*. For 
ijho is there among, you, that ia not fixed* already in his 
choice, to conquer if it be possible*; and if not, to, die, 
rather than behold the thiogs that are dearest to him 
exposed to. insult and destruction ? Turn your views, for- 
ward therefore to the. event; and* consider on the one 
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fc&fld, th£ Advantages, and ott the bther, the dreadful ruin, 
that rtidy possibly ensue. Remember, Romans, tbat the 
battle is tidt to decide upon the fortune of these legions 
billy* but ctt that of the whole repdblic. For in case that 
y0» life rioW defeated, Roffle can no longer stand against 
the enein j. tie* Whole strength atx* spirit, the fruits of 
all her paring And the grounds of all bet hopes, are ftotf 
bctafid together and collected in your single drmy. Let 
you* efforts then be such, as may fully answer all her 
expectations. Shew yourselves the grateful children: of 
your country : tod tnake k manifest to all mankind, that 
the losses which the Romans have hitherto sustained, are 
by too means to be ascribed to any superior force or cou- 
rage* in their enemies ; but to the circuntsff anfces only of the 
fimtes, and t&e watnt of etp'erietice in the troops that were 
engaged." After this harangue, iEriiifius dismissed the 
assembly. 

On the feBoWing day the consuls began their match, 
&tfd Advanced towards the enertty; and on the second day 
they encamped at 1 the distance of about fifty stadia only 
froiti Che Carthaginians. But as the country was all plain 
ted opeto, and the enemy superior in thefr Cavalry, iErni- 
lius Wafr pefsttdded that it wbukf be still mote prudent td 
decline * battle fill they had drawn the Cat thaginians 16 
sbtirt other ground, in which the infantfy might bear the 
chief part fri die engagement. But Varro, ignbfaftt and 
unskilled in war, was 1 fixed in different s^ntinieriW ; and 
from hence arose ill humour and dissension between; the 
generals; a tiling the! most pernicious that can frappeh in 
an artny. The Roihan custom Was, that when both con- 
suls were together iri the field; they should c6mmatitf 
alternately, day by day. On the riext ,day, therefore, 
When Vat¥o cbthtttahded inhfef turn, he ordered the aririy 
tbdecirtnp; rfnrf, unriioved by all tile en treaties of his col- 
league 1 , lesbTreii t& apprtteeh yet ilefcrtr to the enemy. 
Annibal, irifoftnetf of his design, advanced to meet him 
with his dftatty attd the light-arthed force** ; efod, felling 
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suddenly upon the Romans as they marched, threw them 
into great disorder. But the consul, having placed some 
of the heavy troops in front, to sustain the fury of the first 
attack, led afterwards to the charge his cavalry and light- 
armed, foot ; and inserted among them also some cohorts 
of' the legions. This precaution turned the victory en- 
tirely to his side against the enemy, who were destitute of 
the like support. But the night, which now came on, 
forced the combatants on both sides to retire ; when the 
issue of the action had proved in all points contrary to that 
which the Carthaginians bad expected from it. 

On the following day iEmilius, who still was earnest 
to decline a battle, but saw that it was now impossible to 
retreat with safety, encamped with two- thirds of all the 
forces along the Aufidus; the only river that flows through 
the Apennine. For this chain of mountains separates all 
the other streams of Italy; of which one part are dis- 
charged .into the Adriatic, and the rest into the Tyr- 
rhenian sea. But the Aufidus takes its sources on the side 
of the Tyrrhenian sea, passes through the Apennine, and 
falls at last into the Adriatic Gulf. The remaining third 
part of the army were ordered by iEmilius to pass the 
river, to advance up the stream, and there to He in- 
trenched, at the distance of about ten stadia from his own 
camp, and not much farther from that of the enemy. 
His intention was to employ these forces, as well to cover 
and support his own foragers, as to harass those of the 
Carthaginians. 

But Annibal, perceiving that all things tended fast 
towards a general battle, thought it necessary that he 
should first endeavour to raise again the courage of his 
army, which seemed to have been in some degree de- 
pressed by the loss which they had sustained in the late 
engagement He therefore assembled all the troops to- 
gether; and haying commanded them to cast their eyes 
upon the country round, € f Tell me, soldiers," said he, f< if 
the gods had left it to your choice, could you have formed 
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any greater wish, superior as you are in cayalry to the 
enemy, than to contend with them upon such a ground for 
a victory that must decide the war?" The army all cried 
out, and the thing indeed was manifest, that they could 
not have desired any greater advantage. " Pay your 
thankrf then," continued he, " in the first place to the 
gods, who have secured the victory in your hands, by 
leading your enemies into such a country ; and afterwards 
to me, your general, who have forced them to the neces- 
sity of fighting. For how great soever our advantages are 
against -them, they have now no means left to decline a 
battle. For your part, there is surely little need that I 
should now exhort you to perforin your duty with bravery 
and spirit. Before you had ever tried your strength 
against the Romans, such discourses might perhaps be 
seasonable; arid in that persuasion I endeavoured fre- 
quently to raise and animate your hopes, not by exhorta- 
tion only, but by examples likewise. But now, since you 
have gained against them the most perfect victory in three 
successive battles, what words can I employ to excite any 
greater confidence than that which the remembrance of 
your own actions must inspire? By your former combats 
you gained possession of the open country; for such was 
the assurance which I had given you, and the event con- 
firmed my promise. But now I offer to your hopes the 
towns and cities of your enemies, with all the treasures 
that they contain. Be victorious only in this single battle, 
and all Italy will be ready to receive your laws. Your 
labours and your toils will then all be ended. The wealth 
and power of the Romans will become your own, and 
render you the undisputed sovereigns of the world. Let 
us hasten then to action ; and, with the assistance of the 
gods, I will again make good my promise to you." This 
harangue was received by all the army with the loudest 
acclamations. Annibal, having applauded their good dis- 
position, dismissed the assembly; and went soon after- 
wards and encamped very near to the enemy, on that side 
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of the river upon, which the greater c*mp of the Romans 
lay. 

On the following day he gave orders, that tbq trppps 
should take tjie necessary refreshment ftpd repp^e, *f)d 
make all things realty for the cpmbatr And pn \U$ third 
day he drew qut fdl hjs forces, and ranged thcsft m order 
of battle in sight of the en^my, alpng the ba#fc of fee river, 
But iEmilius, sensible, of the disadvantage of the ground, 
and knowing also that the wajrt pf provisions wpidd spoo. 
force the Carthaginians to decamp, resolved pp$ {p ippve 
from his intrencbments ; and made oply sfleh a. disposition 
pf hjs forces, as was necessary to secure both canaps from 
insult APPibaJ, therefore, when he had for 5QmQ time 
fcept the field, led the re§t of his army hack again to tfew 
in^renchmentp, bat sept away the NuflddiajB hprse 1& &U 
upon the Romans of the, little cagyv whq were fippfoyed 
in fetching wa,ter frpjn the riyex, Th* W<fe^ c*f tjhq^ 
troops, whp, advanced even dose to* the iotrencbi&qRtftj 
raised Yarro's indignation, beyond *M bounds- The. soldiers 
also shewed the greatest eagerness ajid iiqpatjjenfig tp en- 

{rage; and could scarcely hear tba£ the htttio *hpuM ajiy 
onger be deferred, for when giep are; ogee fiiftdy figed 
in their detennination to force their w,ay through the 
greatest danger* tp the end which tbej bw? » vfew* ^vefj 
moment of delaj is a. burden, that ef n feffdly fee support**, 
When ft wa* kqown at Rome tjutf tfce armies w^re ^ 
canipfcr in sigh** «wd thtf frequent fkirjoyjahe* hapgensd 
every day between thttP* the wbcje fity wan §Uq4 witf* 
a^tation and concern.. For the people wqre s^U up. hhk$ 
dejected by the rem.en^*aace pf the fqnpqjp k>s&^ fta£ 
they seemed now to apprehend the Wc*Mi that could bfffoil 
them, and to antipjfa^ in, their vmfa *U tfce fet#i cqds#t 
quinces, of an ^ defi^ The, pracles erf tfceir sa^^d 
bopks were related in s*ei»y n*9»tfc ¥™*3f tropjfeajd 
every house, was filled with prqdig^es and, porfeofe; w,h&b 
gave occasion to innumerable vpws, and prayers, a#4 *np* 
plicatoiy sacrifice^ for in tuna* o^ deffgOF or 4U&B* 
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the Rbknfeils take unwearied pains to appease the wrath of 
g6ds and men \ and think nothing sordid or dishonourable 
that is employed in that design. 

Od the following day, when the command had fallen 
in t«rtt to Vftriti; this general pnt all thfe troops in motiori 
by break of ddy. He ordered those 6f the greater camp 
to pas* the rlvef $ and, as thdy gaitled the other side* dtew 
then* up in order of battle; joiiiing Also to them, in t}»e 
saffle line, the trdops of the littlfe camp. Their faces tf ere 
all turned towards the sooth. He placed the Roman 
cavalry ori the tight wing, close upon the river ; and next 
to these the infantry* extended in one single line. But 
thfc Cohorts were drawn up behind each other id much 
dose* of def than was usual among the Romans ; and their 
filed so doubled as to give to the whole line a greater depth. 
The Cavalry of the Allies closed the line upon the left. 
And at sOine distance* tri the front of all the army, stood 
thfc light-armed troops. The whole numbei of the forces* 
with the sillies included, were eighty thousand foot, and 
sofiiewhat iftore than six thousand horse. 

At the sfcme time Anniba), having fhfat sent over the 
Kfatearic stingers afnd the light-armed troops, to take their 
post ih front, passed the river hi two places with the. rest 
of the army, arid ranged them m order of battle. The 
Spanish and Gallic horde were posted on the left, close 
upon the bank of the river, and opposite to the Rdman 
cavalry ♦ Next to these, topon the sdme line* he placed 
firit one half of the heavy- armed Africans; thefr die Gaufe 
and 'Spaniards; after Ihes^, the rest of the Africans; and 
closed his whote Kite upon the right with the Numidian 
ca?S#ry. When he' had thus ranged all his forces in one 
single linet he adtanCed towards the enemy, being followed 
only bf the Gauls stod SpaAiardff of the eenrtra Thus he. 
detached" thete troops frotn the line h! which they had 
stood together With the refeli; and*- as h6 advanced, he, 
farmed them also into the figure of a crescent ; at the same 
timer spreading wide their ranks, and leaving to this figure 
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*but a very inconsiderable depth. His intention was,, to 
begin* the action with the Gauls and Spaniards, and to 
support it afterwards by the Africans. The Africans were 
armed after the Roman manner,. from the spoils that, had 
been taken in the former battles. The Gauls and Spaniards 
wore die same kind of buckler; but their swords were 
different. - For those of the latter were formed as well to 
push with as to strike; whereas die Gauls. could only. use 
their swords to make a falling stroke, and at a certain dis- 
tance. These troops, were. ranged together in alternate 
cdhorts ; and as the Gauls were naked, and the Spaniards 
all clothed with Tests of. linen . bordered with purple, after 
tbe fashion of their country, their, appearance, was both 
strange and terrible. The Carthaginian cavalry amounted 
in the whole to about ten thousand; and the. number, of 
their 'infantry was somewhat, more than forty thousand, 
with the Gauls included. Tbe right of the Roman army 
was conducted by jEroilius, the left by Varro, and the 
centre by Regulus. and Servilius, tbe consuls of the form.gr 
year. On the side of the Carthaginians, Asdrubal had the 
cafe of the left, Hanno of. the right, and Annibal himself 
with his brother Mago, commanded in the centre... Both 
armies were alike secure from being incommoded by the 
rising sun ; for the one was turned towards the south, as 
we have already mentioned, and the other towards the 
north. 

The action was begun by the. light-armed troops that 
were posted before the armies. In this first conflict the 
success was on both sides 6quaL But when the Spanish 
and Gallic cavalry, advancing from the left wing of the 
Carthaginians, approached near the Romans, the contest 
that ensued between them was then indeed most warm, and 
vehement, and such as resembled rather the combats of 
barbarians than a battle fought by disciplined and experi- 
enced troops : for, instead of falling back, and returning 
again often to the charge, as the custom was in such en- 
gagements, they were now scarcely joined, when, 
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from their horses, each man seized his enemy. But after. 
some time the victory turned wholly, to the aide of the 
Carthagioians. The greater part of the Romans were, 
destroyed iu the place, after a most brave and obstinate 
contention; and the rest, being closely followed as they fled 
along the river, were all slaughtered likewise, without being 
^ble to obtain any mercy. 

- About the time when this combat was decided, the light* 
armed troops on both sides retired back again to their re- 
spective armies, and the heavy infantry advanced to action* 
The Gauls and Spaniards stood for some time firm against 
the enemy ; but being at last forced to yield to the weight 
of the Roman legions, they retreated backwards, and thus 
opened the figure of the crescent in which they had been 
formed* The Romans followed with- alacrity and eager- 
ness; and without much difficulty forced their way through 
the ranks of the enemy, which were loose and thin; 
whereas themselves, on the contrary, had drawn away many 
cohorts from the wings to strengthen their centre, in which, 
at this time, all the stress of the battle lay. For the action 
was. not begun, by the whole line at once, but singly by 
the centre; because the Gauls and Spaniards, as they 
formed themselves into the figure of a crescent, had ad- 
vanced far beyond the wings of their own army, and offered 
only, the, convex of the crescent to the enemy. The Ro- 
mans, therefore, still pushing forwards through the middle 
of these ranks, which still . gave way before them, were at 
last, so far advanced within the centre, that tbey saw on 
either side the heavy-armed Africans stand ready to inclose 
them. Nor did these troops long neglect the occasion, 
which of itself most clearly pointed out the measures that 
were now proper to be taken. For turning suddenly, the 
one part of them from the right to the left, and the other 
from the left to the right, they fell with fury upon both 
flanks of the Romans. . And thus the event happened 
which Annibal chiefly had in view. For this general had 
foreseen that the Romans, in pursuing the Gauls and 
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Spaniards, must at last inevitably be inclosed between the 
Africans. By this means they more now forced to break 
the phalanx, and to defend themselves, either thigly or in 
separate parties* against the enemies that were attacking 
them in flank. 

JEmiKus, who at first was posted on the right, and had 
escaped from the general slaughter of the Roman cavalry, 
perceiving that the fortune of the battle was flow to be de- 
cided by the infantry alone, and being earnestly solicitous 
that his actions should, in no respect, fall short of those 
assurances which he had given when he harangued the 
army, drove his horse into the very middle of the combat* 
ante; killing and dispersing every thing iii his way, and 
employing all his efforts to animate the soldiers that were 
near fcim. Annibal did the same on bss part* for be had 
remakie^t still in the centre froin the beginning of the en- 
gagement* 

The Nunudiais of the right wing had charged ~ the 
cavalry of the allies upon the left; and though, by reason 
of iheir peculiar way of fighting, no great loss was sus- 
tained oh either side, yet as they still, from time to time, 
returned again to the attack, they by that medns held those 
troops s6 constantly employed, that they bad no leisove to 
assist the rest. But when the cavalry of the left, that wae 
led by Asdrubal, and which sow had finished the destruc- 
tion, of almost all the Reman: cavalry that fied along the 
river, came round and joined the Nanridiansy the cavalry 
of the allies were at once seized wkfc terror* and, not wait* 
ing to receive the charge, immediately tainted their back* 
and) fled. Upon: this occasion Asdrubal bethought himself 
off an expedient which indeed denoted Us gtfeat prudence** 
and bis skill in war. Observing that the Nmnidiana were 
considerable in their numbers, and knowing also that these 
troops were them most terrible whenever they welte engaged 
against a. flying enemy, her ordered th*m> to pursue those 
tbatflbd; and, at the same time, led his own cavalry tar 
the assistance of the African in&ntvy* He fell upo» the 
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Rowan legion* in their rear; and, having divided bit 
cavalry into Utile troops, sent them into the midst of the. 
action, in many different parts at once. By this wise mea<- 
wre he gave new strength and courage to the Africans; 
while the Romans, on the contrary* began to lose all hope* 
It, was at this time that 4Smiliu* fell, oppressed with 
wounds ) and that life which had on all occasion* been de- 
voted to the service of bis country, was now lqst in its de- 
fence* The Romans, though surrounded thus oa every 
side, turned their feces to the enemy* and resisted yet for 
some time longer. But as the troops on the outside fell, 
their body by degrees was more and more diminished ; till 
at last they wore pressed together within a very narrow 
space, and were there all destroyed. Among them fell 
- Regulus and Servilius, the consuls of the former year; 
both eminent for their virtue, and whose behaviour in the 
action was such aa shewed them to be worthy of the u* me 
of Romans* 

During the time of all this slaughter the Namidians, 
pursuing the cavalry of the left, who fled before them, 
killed the greatest part, and threw many from their horses, 
A small number only escaped safe to Yenusie; among 
whom was Varro, that base and worthless consult whose 
government proved so pernicious to bis country* 

Such was the battle of Cannae; in which both sides long 
contended for the victory with the greatest bravery. Of 
this the action itself affords the clearest proof, For of 
six thousand horse, which waa the whqle cavalry of the 
Roman army* seventy only fled with Varro to Venipiaj 
and, three hundred uwfce of the allies escaped to different 
cities. Of the infentry, ten thousand, men indeed, weae 
taken prisoners; but these bad no part in the action* And 
about, three thousand also found means to escape U> some 
of the cities that, were near. But the rest, to the amount 
of seventy thousand me** all died with honour in the field 
of battle. 
The Carthaginians upeu this occasion a* in all the 
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former battles, were indebted chiefly for their victory to 
the numbers of their cavalry. And from hence succeeding 
ages may be able clearly to perceive, that, in time of ww, 
it is far more advantageous to have a great superiority of 
cavalry, with no more than half the infantry, than an army 
that is in all parts equal to the enemy. On the side of 
Annibal were slain four thousand Gauls, fifteen hundred 
Africans and Spaniards, with about two hundred horse. 

The Romans that were taken prisoners had no part in 
the action, as we have just now mentioned. For ^Emilius 
had left behind him in the camp ten thousand of the in- 
fantry; having considered with himself, that if the Car- 
thaginians should draw out all their forces to the battle, 
these troops might fall upon their camp during the time of 
the engagement, and make themselves masters of the hag- 
gage; and, on the other hand, if Annibal, in apprehension 
of this danger, should send a detachment from his army 
to guard the camp, that the numbers of the enemy would 
then be lessened in the field. Tbey were taken prisoners 
in the following manner. As soon as the action was 
begun, they advanced to force the intrench men ts; which 
Annibal, however, bad left strongly guarded. The Car- 
thaginians stood for some time firm, and repelled the efforts 
of the enemy; but were at last so pressed, that they were 
scarcely able any longer to maintain their post. But when 
the battle was now in every part completely ended, Anni- 
bal, having brought some troops to their assistance, drove 
back the Romans, and invested them in their own camp. 
Two thousand of them were killed, and the rest made 
prisoners. About two hundred also of the routed cavalry, 
who had saved themselves in some of the fortresses of the 
country, were invested by the Numidians in the posts into 
which they had retired, and were brought away prisoners 
to the camp. 

The immediate consequences of this victory were such 
as both sides bad expected from it. The Carthaginians 
became at once the masters of the whole sea coast, and of 
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that part of Italy which was called Great Greece. The 
Tarentines surrendered without delay* The Argyripians, 
with some of die cities also of Campania, sent oilers of 
submission. And, in a word, all the neighbouring people 
began now to turn their eyes towards the Carthaginians; 
who, on their part, were persuaded that they should take 
even Rome itself upon their first approach. The Romans, 
on the other hand, not only renounced all hopes of being 
able any longer to retain the soTereignty of Italy, but 
were filled also with the greatest apprehensions with regard 
even to the safety of themselves and their own proper 
country; expecting that the Carthaginians instantly would 
arrive to finish their destruction. And as if fete itself had 
taken unusual pains to fill up the measure of their misfor- 
tunes, and had joined with their enemies against them, it 
happened that not many days after this defeat, while the 
consternation still was fresh, the news came to Rome that 
the praetor that was sent into Gaul had fallen into an am- 
buscade, and was destroyed with all his army. 

In the midst, however, of these calamities, the senate 
had recourse to every measure that was practicable in 
order to preserve their country. They harangued the 
people, and raised their drooping courage; they provided 
all things that were necessary for the security of the city ; 
and pursued their deliberations with the greatest firmness, 
as it appeared indeed not long afterwards in the event. 
For though the Romans were now plainly conquered and 
depressed, and forced to yield to their enemies the whole 
honour of the war; yet, through the prudence of their 
counsels, and the inherent excellence of their government, 
they not only drove the Carthaginians out of Italy, and 
again recovered the sovereignty of that country, but, 
within a short time afterwards, reduced beneath their yoke 
even the whole habitable world. Upon this account, 
having now finished the relation of all that passed in Italy 
and Spain during the hundred and fortieth Olympiad, as 
soon as I shall have gone through the affairs of Greece 
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that war* fiMiUJrted Xbzwme within the coone of tftt ieinc 
period, I fhall then treat expnaniy of the form tfttil dbnsii- 
tmioii of the Roman republic. For as the su b j ect is it&Kf 
bjr no mean* foreign to the nature or deeign of biataty, a> 
I am peranaded abo that than* ecpeeiaUy *ho aft em- 
ployed in tho aflhm of government, will find in H many 
thingi that may be highly meftd* both m eeUM whiug and 
reforming 
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BOOK THE FOURTH. 



CHAP. L 

WE shewed, in the preceding book, what were the causes 
of the second war between the Carthaginians and Romans, 
and what the manner in which Annibal entered Italy; and 
recounted alia the several combats that ensued, to the 
battle that was fought at last near the city of Cannes upon 
the river Aufidus. We now go on to describe the affaijrs 
of Greece that were transacted during the sane period, and 
in the course of the hundred and fortieth Olympiad; but 
shaM first, in few wards* remind the readier of the things 
that were mentioned by us on the subject of this country in 
the second of our introductory books, and more especially 
of that whkrh we Aero related concerning the fortunes and 
condition of the Achnan republic ; because Ibis state, within 
the compass of our own times, and of those which immedi- 
ately preceded, has grown to a very amazing height of 
strength and greatness. 

Beginning then from Tisamenes, one of the children of 
Orestes* we remarked^ that the descendants of that prince 
seigned after him in Achaja* in direct succession down to 
Ogyge* That afterwards* the. Achesans changed thein 
government to a democracy* which was instituted with great 
skill and wisdom; and that this establishment was broken 
by the arts of the kings of Macedon, and the people aR 
dispersed into separate and independent towns-and 1 villages; 
We then shewed' the time- and manner in which they began 
again to unite together; and what were the- cities which 
associated' themselves the first into the new confederacy. 
We also explained at large the measures that were em- 
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ployed, and the motives that were used, to draw the other 
cities to this union ; and to engage by degrees the whole 
people of Peloponnesus to embrace the same common ap- 
pellation, the same laws, and the same single government. 
After, this general view of the design, we then related in 
their order, though in few words, the chief transactions that 
succeeded, to the final overthrow and flight of Cleomenes, 
king of Lacedaemon. And having thus given a summary ac- 
count, in the way of an introduction to our history, of the 
events that happened in the world to the time in which 
Antigonus, Ptolemy, and Seleucus, all died together, we 
then promised to go on to the commencement of our 
history, and to begin with those transactions that were the 
next in order to the deaths of those three princes, and to 
the eyents which we had last related. 

This' period seemed to be, on many accounts, the best 
that I could choose for the beginning of my work. Tor 
first, as the memoirs of Aratus are here concluded, that 
which I shall now relate concerning the affairs of Greece, 
may be considered as a regular and close continuation of 
his history. In the next place, the times which now suc- 
ceed, and which fall within the limits of this work, are in 
part the very times in which we ourselves have lived, and 
partly those of our immediate ancestors. ' And from hence 
it happens that the things which 1 have undertaken to 
describe are either those which I myself have seen, or such 
as I have received from men that were eye-witnesses of 
them. For in case that I had gone back to a more early 
period, and borrowed my accounts from the report of 
persons who themselves had only heard them before from 
others,' as it would scarcely have been possible that I should 
myself be able to discern the true state of the things that 
were then transacted, so neither could I have written any 
thing concerning them with sufficient confidence.' Another, 
and indeed the strongest motive, by which I was inclined 
to choose this aera, was, that, about this time, fortune had 
entirely changed the face of things in all the countries of 
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the world at once. For it was now that Philip, the son of 
Demetrius, before he had arrived at perfect age, took 
possession of the Macedonian kingdom;, and that Achaeus, 
who was sent to govern the country on this side of mount 
Taurus, assumed the rank and power of a sovereign prince. 
At the same time it happened that Antiochus, surnamed 
the Great, who was also extremely young, was raised to 
the throne of Syria, in the place of his brother Seleucus, 
who had died not long, before; that Ariarathes obtained 
the sovereignty of Capp&docia; and Ptolemy Philopator 
that of Egypt; that Lycurgus was elected king ofLacedie- 
irton ; and lastly, that Annibal was invested by the Cartha- 
ginians with the command qf their armies, and the govern- 
ment of the affairs of Spain, as we have before related. . 

Thus, then, as the supreme dominion had fallen* in every 
state, into the hands .of new kings and masters* it was 
reasonable, to expect, that a change so general must give 
birth to new cotnmotions. For this naturally happens in 
such circumstances; n6r did it fail now to happen. The 
Carthaginians and the Romans were soon engaged in the 
war which we have already in part described. At the same 
time Antiochus and Ptolemy contended together: for the 
sovereignty of Coele-Syria. And Philip also, in conjunc- 
tion with the Achaeans, turned his arms against the Lace- 
daemonians and iEtolians. The causes of this last war were 
those which I am now going to relate. 
. The iEtolians had been long dissatisfied, that they were 
forced to live in peace,, and at their own expence; accus- 
tomed,, as they had always been, . to. subsist .upon .the 
plunder of their neighbours, and slaves by nature to an 
uncontrolled and restless appetite, which both multiplied 
their wants* and urged them on to rapine, as the only 
means by which they could be gratified; sb that th^y lived 
the life of wild beasts of prey,, invading every thing within 
their reach, and making no distinction, between friends and 
enemies. During, the. lifetime, however, of Antigohus, 
their apprehension of the Macedonians kept them quiet. 

vol. i. y 
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But no sooner was this prince dead, than, despising the 
tender age of Philip who succeeded, they began earnestly 
to seek for some pretence upon which they might enter Pe- 
loponnesus with an army. For as this province had, in 
former times, been the usual scene of all their violence and 
rapine, so they were persuaded that their strength in arms 
was far superior also to that of the Achseans. While they 
were revolving this project in their minds, chance itself 
conspired with their design, and supplied the following 
means to carry it into execution. 

A certain young man, named Dorimachus, full of the 
fire and eager spirit of his country, a native of Trichonion, 
and the son of that Nicostratus who, in defiance of ihe 
laws of nations, attacked the Boeotians by surprise, when 
they were met together in their general assembly, was about 
this time sent in the name of the republic to Phigalea, a 
•city of Peloponnesus, which stood upon the confines of 
Messenia, and was associated to the iEtolian government ; 
to secure, as it was then pretended, the city and the neigh- 
bouring district. But the true design of his commission 
was, that he should carefully attend to all that passed in 
Peloponnesus. During the time of his continuance in this 
city, being pressed by the importunity of some pirates who 
resorted to him, and not able to supply them with the 
means of any lawful plunder, because the general peace was 
still subsisting, which Antigonus had established through- 
out all Greece, he at last permitted them to steal away the 
cattle of the Messenians, who were at that time the allies 
and friends of his own republic. These men at first con- 
fined their robberies to the extreme borders of the province, 
and to the herds of cattle that were found in pasture there. 
But, in a short time afterwards, their insolence was raised 
to. so great a height, that they advanced far within the 
country, and forced their entrance into the houses like- 
wise; making their attack by night, when the people were 
under no suspicion, or fear of danger. The Messenians, 
incensed by these proceedings, deputed some persons to 
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* Dorim&chus, to demand redress. Dorimachus, who was by 
"~ no means willing to condemn a practice which not only 
2 enriched the men that were acting under his authority, but 
- brought great advantage also to himself, who received a due 
:: proportion of all the booty that was taken, for some time 

paid no regard to these remonstrances. But when the 
outrages, were still continued, and the deputations alsQ be- 
came more frequent than before, he at last declared that he 
would go in person to Messene, and there render public 
justice to those that had any cause of complaint against the 
i£tolians. But when he arrived in that city, and the men 
that had been injured appeared before him, he treated 
some of them with the sharpest scorn ; others with rough 
disdain and haughtiness ; and some with thfeatenings and 
.reproaches. And even in the very time of his continuance 
there, the same band of robbers, approaching close to the 
neighbourhood of the city, forced their way, with the help 
of ladders, into a house that was called the Farm of Chi- 
ron ; killed all those that opposed their entrance, and having 
bound the rest in chains, carried them away, together with 
the cattle and the goods. 

The ephori of Messene, who before were very greatly 
incensed, not only by the robberies that had been com- 
mitted in their country, but still more also by the presence 
of Dorimachus, being now persuaded that the grossest 
insult had been added to their wrongs, summoned him to 
appear before the magistrates. In this assembly it was 
urged by Sciron, a man whose probity had placed him in 
high esteem among the citizens, and who was one of the 
ephori of the present year, that Dorimachus should not be 
permitted to leave the city till the plunder had been first 
restored, and the authors likewise of all the murders that 
had been committed delivered up to public punishment. 
The whole assembly seemed ready to assent to the justice 
of this proposal; when Dorimachus, rising full of rage, 
declared, " that they were fools to think that this affront 
was offered to himself alone, and not rather to the whole 
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republic of the iEtolians; that what they had now at- 
tempted was a thing so monstrous, that they could not, in 
reason,' but expect that it must soon be followed by 
such heavy vengeance, as would be felt through all their 
country." 

There was, at this time, in Messene, a man of base 
condition, named Babyrtas, who was strongly attached to 
all the interests of Dorimachus, and who so perfectly re- 
sembled him both in voice and features, that, if be bad at 
any time been dressed in his cap and habit, he might easily 
have been mistaken for him; and this Dorimachus well 
knew. As he continued, therefore,, to insult the assembly 
with the same haughty language, Sciron, being unable to 
restrain his passion, at last cried out, " Thinkestthou then, 
Babyrtas, that we shall pa^ the least regard either to thee 
or thy insolent threatenings ?" Dorimachus then was silent; 
and, being forced to yield to the necessity that pressed him, 
suffered the Messenians to exact full reparation for all their 
wrongs. But he returned back again to JEtolia so deeply 
wounded by this abuse, that, without any other kind of 
cause or pretext, he immediately employed all his pains to 
excite the war which afterwards was made against the 
Messenians. 

Ariston was, at this time, praetor of the igtolians. But 
because he was unable, through some bodily infirmities, to 
support the fatigue of arms, and was also very nearly allied 
in blood to Dorimachus and Scopas, he left chiefly to the 
care of the lastof these the whole administration of thegovern- 
ment. Dtorimachus would not venture to propose in public to 
the iEtolians that war should be declared against the Messe- 
nians. For as there was no pretext for it that was worthy to 
be mentioned, it was manifest that all men would consider 
such proceeding as the mere effect of his own resentment, on 
account of the affront which he had received from Sciron. 
Resolving therefore to pursue a different method, he en- 
deavoured secretly to prevail on Scopas to approve of his 
design, and to concert measures with him for attacking the 
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Messenians. He represented to him that, by reason of the 
tender age of Philip, who was now no more than seventeen 
years old, they were perfectly secure on the side of Mace- 
don; that the Lacedaemonians, in their sentiments, were 
far from being inclined to favour the Messenians ; and - 
that, afe the Eleang were bound by friendship and alliance 
to the iEtolians, their entrance into the Messenian territory 
would, on that account, be both safe and easy. He set also 
before his view, what was likely indeed to he of the greatest 
rveight in the mind of an iEtolian, the rich and valuable 
)ooty which they coulB scarcely fail to acquire from this 
nvasion; since the country was wholly unprepared to 
feceive ah enemy,, and was also the only part of Pelopon- 
lesus that had remained unpillaged daring the time of the 
^leomenic war. He added likewise, that such an expedi- 
ion would raise them high in the esteem and favour of the 
Etolians; that, if the Achaeans should attempt to oppose 
ieir passage through their territory, they could have no 
eason to complain if force should be repelled by force; 
rid if, on the other hand, they remained inactive, there 
ould then be nothing that could obstruct their progress ; 
id, in the last place, that even with regard to the Messe- 
ians, some pretence might be also found for taking arms 
jainst them, since they had long ago embraced such 
easures as were repugnant to the interests of the iEtolian 
)vernment, when they engaged themselves by treaty to 
sist the Macedonians and Achaeans. 
These arguments and motives, with others of the same 
nd and purpose, made so deep and forcible an impression 
i the minds of Scopas and his friends, that, not waiting 
consult the general assembly of the iEtolians, not com- 
unicating their intentions to the apocleti, or paying the 
ist regard to any other of the forms which their govern- 
mt 9 upon such occasions, required to be observed, fol- 
vjng only the dictates of an impetuous passion, and 
ided by their own private judgment, they resolved to 
tke war at once upon the Messenians, the Epirots, 
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Achseans, Acarnantans, and the Macedonians. They im- 
mediately sent out some pirates upon the sea, who forced a 
vessel which they met near the island Cythera, and which 
belonged to the king of Macedon, to return back with 
them to iEtolia, and there exposed to sale the ship,, the 
passengers, and all the crew. After this exploit they 
equipped some Cephallenian barks, and, sailing along the 
shore of Epirus, pillaged all the coast. They attempted 
also to take Thyreum, a town of Acarnania, by surprise. 
And having, at the same time, sent some troops, through 
private roads, into Peloponnesus, they made themselves 
masters of a fortress called Clarium, which stood in the 
very middle of the Megalopolitan territory. In this place 
they exposed their plunder to public sale ; designing also 
to use the fortress as their citadel, from whence they might 
make incursions into all the neighbouring country. But 
within some days afterwards it was attacked and stormed 
by Timoxenus, the praetor of the Achseans, assisted by 
Taurion, the Macedonian general, who was left by Anti- 
gonus in Peloponnesus to watch over the interests of the 
kings of Macedon in that country. For though Antigonus 
was possessed of Corinth, which was yielded to him in the 
beginning of the Cleomenic war, yet afterwards, when he 
had taken Orchomenus by storm, instead of restoring it 
again to the Achseans, he chose to retain that town likewise 
as his own ; being willing, as I suppose, not only to Jbe 
master of the entrance into Peloponnesus, but to be able 
also to control the inland parts of the province as occasion 
should require. With this design he had placed a garrison 
in Orchomenus, and supplied it with all the necessary stores 
for war. 

» * • 

Dorimachus and Scopas, having waited till the time was 
come in which Timoxenus, the praetor of the Achaeans, 
was just ready to resign his office, and when Aratas, who 
was appointed praetor of the following year, had not yet 
entered upon the duties of his post, assembled all the 
^Etolians together at Rhium; and having provided the 
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transports that were necessary, and equipped also, the 
vessels of the Cephallenians, they embarked their forces, 
and passing over into Peloponnesus, began their inarch 
towards Messenia, through the territory of the Patrteans, 
the Pharaeans, and Tritaeans ; pretending still as they ad- 
vanced, that they had no design to commit hostilities 
against any of the Achaean states. But the troops, unable 
to restrain their natural appetite, plundered and destroyed 
every thing within their reach. And when they arrived at 
last near Phigalea, they from thence fell suddenly, and 
vithout reserve, upon the lands of the Messenians? un- 
noved by the alliance which had so long subsisted between 
his people and their own republic, and regardless also of 
ill the common rights of men. For so strong was their 
apaciousness, that every oth^r consideration was forced to 
ill before it. They wasted the country therefore at their 
eisure, and found no resistance; for the Messenians dared 
lot to appear in arms against them. 



CHAP. II. 

T was now the time, in which the Achaeans usually held 
general council of the states, according to their laws. As 
>on therefore as they were assembled together at iEgium, 
le Patrseans and Pharaeans recounted all the wrongs and 
olence which they had received from the iEtolians as they 
issed through their territories. There were present also 
me deputies from the Messenians, who implored the as- 
stance of the republic against an enemy that had thus 
tacked them in contempt of the most sacred treaties. The 
juries which the former had sustained did not fail to 
cite a proper indignation in the whole assembly, us the 
fferings of the latter raised their pity. But that which 
peared most insolent and monstrous was, that the -^to- 
ns, m violation of the treaties which even then subsisted 
tween the two republics, had dared to take their passage 
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through Achaia with an army, without any leave obtained, 
without deigning even in any manner to excuse or justify 
the action* Incensed therefore by all these circumstance*, 
they resolved, that some assistance shduld be sent to the 
Messenians: that the praetor should assemble the Achaean^ 
together in arms: and that the' measures which should 
afterw&rds be directed, when the troops were thus assem- 
bled, should all be ratified and legal. 

Timoxerius, whose prsetorship Was not yet fully expired, 
and who had no great confidence in the Achaeans, because 
they had lately much neglected all their military exercise, 
resolved that he would bear no part in this intended expe- 
dition, and refused to draw together the troops. For, from 
the time- when Cleomenes received his last defeat, the 
people of Peloponnesus, exhausted by past miseries, and 
persuaded also, that the peace which they now enjoyed 
would bfc of long continuance, had by degrees lost all at- 
tention to the affairs of war. But Aratus, being enraged 
to see the daring insolence of the iEtolians, and sharpened 
likewise by the old resentment which he long had enter- 
tained against that people, entered upon the business with 
much greater warmth ; resolved to arm the Achaeans with- 
out delay; and was impatient to begin, his march against 
the enemy. Having received, therefore, from Timoxenus 
the public seal, five days before his own administration was 
legally to begin, he sent orders to the cities, that those who 
were of proper age should immediately appear in arms at 
Megalopolis. 

" Bui before we proceed, it may perhaps be useful to in- 
form the reader in few words, what was the peculiar cha- 
racter of this magistrate: especially because there was a 
certain singularity in his disposition, which well deserves 
to be remarked. 

In general, then, Aratus was possessed of all those talents, 
which are required to make a Consummate leader of a state. 
His eloquence was persuasive ; his reasoning and discern- 
ment jijst; and his measures conducted always with due 
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secrecy and caution. In the art of softening civil tumult* 
and dissensions, in all the methods of gaining friends, and 
of fixing the affections of allies, he was excelled by none. 
Nor was he less to be admired, both on account of his 
dexterity in contriving snares and stratagems, to deceive 
and surprise the enemy, and for the boldness likewise and 
unwearied pains with which he carried them into execu- 
tion.. His abilities, indeed, in this respect, though shewn 
in many other signal instances, cannot fail to appear in the 
most illustrious light, to those that will examine with 
attention the manner in which he made himself roaster of 

* 

Sicyon and Mantinea ; the measures which he employed to 
drive the iEtolians from Pellene ; and, above all, the Secret 
management, by which he gained Acrocorinthus by sur- 
prise. But this same Aratus, when placed at the head of 
an army in the field, had neither capacity to form, nor 
courage to carry into execution, any projects ; nor was he 
abte to support the sight of danger. From hence it hap- 
pened, that every part of Peloponnesus was filled with 
trophies, to record the battles that were gained against him ; 
for at these times, he afforded always a most easy conquest 
to his enemies. . Thus that variety, which is found from 
nature in the bodies of mankind, appears to be still greater 
in their minds*. Nor is it in those things alone, which are 
different from each other, that men are seen to possess 
abilities very proper for the one, and ill adapted to the 
other; but even in those of similar kind, the same man- 
shall in some discover great wisdom and discernment, and 
be found to want the talents that are requisite for others ; 
on some occasions shall be brave and enterprising, but cold 
and cowardly upon others. These things are not para- 
doxes; but, on the contrary, are known to happen every 
day; and are clearly understood by those, who view the 
affairs of men with due attention. There are some, who, 
in following the diversions of the field, encounter boldly 
with the fiercest beast, but basely lose all spirit when they 
stand against an enemy in arms. Some again in battle, 
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acquit themselves with vigour and dexterity, in the way of 
single combat: but when they are formed together into 
ranks with others, they are found to possess neither force 
nor courage. The shock of the Thessalian cavalry, ad- 
vancing in close order to the charge, is such as can scarcely 
be sustained. Yet these same troops, as often as they are- 
forced to break their ranks, and engage man with man as 
place and circumstances may require, lose all their spirit 
and activity. The ^Etolians are in both respects just con- 
trary to these. The Cretans have at all times shewn no 
small dexterity and skill, both upon land and sea, in 
forming ambuscades; in pursuing all the little arts of rob- 
bery and pillage; in concerting an attack by night; and, 
in a word, in all things that are conducted by surprise, 
and in separate parties. But when they are drawn up in 
battle, and constrained to face the enemy in a set engage- 
ment, their hearts shrink back at once at the sight of dan- 
ger. The Achseans, on the contrary, and the Macedonian 
troops, are serviceable only in regular and stated combats. 
But these examples are sufficient for my present purpose, 
and may serve as a caution to the reader not to call in 
question my veracity or judgment, if at any. time I should 
be found hereafter ascribing to the same men opposite 
qualities, even in things of a like nature and resemblance. 

When the Achaeans, in obedience to the decree that 
had been made, were all met in arms at Megalopolis, for 
from thence we began this last digression, the Messenian 
deputies appeared again before the assembly, and conjured 
them to revenge the wrongs which they had sustained. 
They desired likewise, and with no small earnestness, that 
they might be received into the general alliance, and be 
enrolled among the other states. But the chiefs of the 
Acbseans refused to yield to this request : declaring, that 
they had no power to admit any new confederates, without 
the consent of Philip, and the rest of the allies. For that 
joint confederacy was still subsisting, which had been 
solemnly made and ratified in the time of the Cleomenic 
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war, between the Achaeans, and Epirots, the Phocseans, 
Macedonians, Boeotians, Acarnanians, and Thessalians. 
They engaged, however, to assist them with their, forces, 
on condition that those Messenians, who then were pre- 
sent, would leave their sons as hostages in Lacedaemon; 
that no peace might be concluded with the JEtolians, 
without the knowledge and consent of the Achssans. The 
Lacedaemonians, who had also raised some forces, as being 
included in the general confederacy, advanced as far as 
to the borders of the Megalopolitan territory, and there 
encamped; designing rather to expect the event, and 
observe the motions of the rest that were in arms, than to 
discharge their office as allies. 

Aratus, having thus far accomplished his designs in 
favour of the Messenians, sent some messengers to the 
JEtolians, to inform them of the decree that had been 
made, and to command them instantly to leave the Mes- 
senian territory, and not to enter Achaia, on pain of being 
opposed as enemies. When Scopas and' Dorimachus had 
received the message, and heard likewise that the Achaeans 
were already met together in arms, they judged that, in 
the present circumstances, it would be far most prudent 
to yield obedience to this order. Having therefore dis- 
patched some couriers to Cyllene, and to Ariaton the 
JEtolian praetor, requesting him to order all the transports 
that were then upon the coast to sail away in baste to the 
island Phlias, in two days afterwards they began their 
march, carrying with them all the booty, and directed 
their route towards Elea. For the JEtolians had been 
always careful to preserve a close alliance with the Eleans ; 
that through their means they might obtain a secure and 
easy passage into Peloponnesus, as often as they were 
inclined to invade that province. Aratus, having re- 
mained two days at Megalopolis, and suffering himself too 
easily to be persuaded, that the JEtolians had in earnest 
resolved to leave the country, dismissed the Lacedae- 
monians, and the greater part of the Achaeans also, to 
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their respective cities : and keeping only three thousand 
foot, and three hundred horse, together with the forces 
that were under the command of Taurion, be began his 
march towards Patrae, with design to follow the iEtolians 
at a moderate distance, daring their retreat. When Dori- 
machus was informed that Aratus was marching close 
behind, and attending to his motions, being partly appre- 
hensive that the Acbmans might fall upon him when he 
was just ready to embark, and take advantage of the dis- 
order which would then be spread among the troops, and 
partly desirous also to obtain some fair occasion to excite 
a war, he gave orders that the plunder should immediately 
be conveyed under a sufficient gtiard to Rhium, as if he 
had designed tb embark from thence; and himself at first 
followed with all the forces, to support the convoy. But 
after some tinfe, he suddenly turned about, And directed 
his march back again towards Olympia. And beings in- 
formed that Taurion and Aratus, with the forces just now 
mentioned, were at this time in the neighbourhood of 
Clitor, and judging also, that it would be scarcely possible 
to embark his troops at Rhium without the hazard of a 
battle, he resolved to meet and engage the Achaeans, while 
their forces hot only were so inconsiderable in their num- 
bers, but were void of all apprehension likewise of any 
such attempt. For he had considered with himself, that 
in case he should be able to defeat and disperse these troops, 
he might then waste the country at his leisure, and embark 
in full security, before Aratus could take the measures 
that were necessary for assembling the Achaeans again 
together: or oh the other hand, if this magistrate should 
be struck with terror, and refuse to venture on a battle* 
that his retreat would then be both safe and easy, and 
might be made also at the time which himself should judge 
to be the most convenient. With these sentiments, he 
continued' his march forwards, and encamped near Methy- 
drium, in the Megalopolitan territory. 

The Achaean generals, when they- received the news 
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that the iEtolians were advancing fast towards them, shewed 
in all their conduct so entire a want of skill and judgment, 
that no folly ever could exceed it. Leaving the neigh- 
bourhood of Clitor, tiey \yent and encamped near Ca- 
phyae. And when the JEtolians, marching from Methy- 
dripnp, had passed just beyond Orchomenus, they led out 
their forces, and ranged them in order of battle in the 
plain of Gaphyee, having in their front the river which ran 
through the plain. Before the river there were many 
trenches also of considerable depth, and not easy to be 
passed. The iEtolians, when they had viewed these ob- 
stacles which lay between them and the enemy, and saw 
likewise that the Achaeans shewed no small alacrity and 
impatience to engage, not daring to attack them in their 
post, as they had at first designed, marched away in close 
order towards the hills; designing to retreat to Oligyrtus; 
and thinking it sufficient, if they could now be able to 
retire, without being forced to risk a battle. The fore- 
most of their troops were already arrived upon the emi- 
nences, and the cavalry also, which closed the rear of all 
the army as they marched through the plain, had almost 
gained the hill called Propus, when Aratus sent away his 
cavalry and light-armed forces under the conduct of Epi- 
stratus, with orders that they should attack the rear, and 
endeavour to draw the enemy into action. But if this 
general had resolved to venture on a battle, instead of 
falling upon the rear of the iEtolians, when the whole 
army had already passed the plain, he rather should have 
charged the foremost of their trpops, as soon as they 
began to enter it. For then, as the action would have 
passed upon a flat and lev&l ground, the iEtolians must 
have laboured under many difficulties, on account both of 
their arms, and of the disposition also of their troops : 
while the Achaeans, on the contrary, who were armed, and 
ranged in battle, after a different manner, might have 
exerted all' the foree that was peculiar to them, and have 
fought with manifest advantage. But now, having first 
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neglected both the place and time of action that were 
most suitable and proper for themselves, they resolved to 
begin the fight, when both were favourable to the enemy. 
The issue therefore of the battle was such as might be well 
expected to result from so absurd a conduct. As soon as 
the light-armed forces bad begun to skirmish with the 
rear, the ^tolian cavalry, keeping still their ranks, pushed 
on their way towards the hill that was before them, in 
order to join their infantry. Aratus, not discerning the 
true intention of this sudden haste, nor considering what 
it was that was likely now to follow, but being persuaded 
that these troops already fled before him, sent away some 
of his heavy infantry, to support the light-armed forces: 
and then turning all the army upon one of the wings, 
he advanced with the greatest speed towards the enemy. 
The uEtolian cavalry, having gained the extremity of the 
plain, took their post close upon the foot of the hills, and 
drew together the infantry on both sides round them; 
recalling also those that were upon their march, who ran 
back with great alacrity to their assistance. And when 
their numbers were sufficient for the combat, they ad- 
vanced with fury, and in the closest order, against the 
foremost ranks of Achaean cavalry, and light-armed troops* 
The action was for some time warm and obstinate. But 
as the iEtolians were superior in their numbers, and had 
begun the attack from higher ground, the Achseans were 
at last compelled to fly. The heavy forces, that had been 
sent to support these troops, and who now arrived, in the 
same loose and broken order in which they had marched, 
being in part unable to discern the truth of what had 
happened, and partly because they were pressed by those 
that were retreating, were themselves also forced to turn 
their backs, and accompany the others in their flight* 
And from hence it happened, that though five hundred 
only of the Achseans were at first defeated in the action, 
yet those that now fled together were above two thousand. 
The iEtolians seized the advantage, and pursued the enemy 
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with the greatest ardour, and with loud shouts and cries. 
The Achseans, imagining that the main body of their 
infantry still kept the advantageous ground in which they 
had left them in the beginning of the action, at first retired 
towards that place; so that their flight for some time ap- 
peared to be no dishonourable means of safety. But when 
they saw that these troops also, having left their post, 
were advancing fast towards them, but in a long and 
broken train; one part immediately fled different ways 
towards the neighbouring cities ; while the rest, disordered 
and confused, fell against this very infantry as they ap- 
proached, and spread such consternation among all the 
troops, that the rout then became complete, without any 
efforts of the enemy. The cities, as we have said, afforded 
to many of them a secure retreat; especially Orchomenus 
and Caphyse, which were near. Without this advantage, 
the whole army would have been in the utmost danger 
of being all shamefully destroyed upon the place. 

Such -was the end of the battle that was fought near 
Caphyae. The Megalopolitans, who had called together 
all their forces by sound of trumpet, as soon as they heard 
that the iEtolians were encamped near Methydrium, ar- 
rived in the plain, on the very day following the action. 
But instead of finding their friends alive, and joining their 
forces with them against the enemy, they had now nothing 
left but to pay the last solemn duties to their bodies. 
Having collected together therefore the remains of these 
unhappy men, they buried them in the plain, with all due 
honours. 

The iEtolians, when they had thus beyond all expecta- 
tion gained the victory by their cavalry alone and light- 
armed forces, continued their route through the very 
middle of Peloponnesus. And having, in their inarch, 
attempted to take by storm the city of Pellene, and plun- 
dered likewise all the Sicyonian territory, they at last 
retired along the way of the Isthmus. 

Such were the transactions, which afforded both the 
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caa6e and the pretext also of that which wfis called the 
Social war : and the beginning of it may be fixed from 
that decree, which was made soon afterwards at Corinth, 
upon the motion and advice of Philip* in a general as- 
sembly of the allies. 



CHAP. III. 

WHEN the Achaeans, within a short time after the late 
action, were met together to hold the usual council of the 
states, all the people in general, and every one apart, 
seemed greatly incensed against Aratus; whose* conduct 
was considered as the only cause of the misfortune that 
had happened to them. Those, therefore, who led 
the faction that opposed the interests of this praetor, 
seized the occasion, to inflame the Multitude still more 
against him ; and charged him with such heads of accusa- 
tion, as were indeed too clear to be refuted. 'For first, it 
was a manifest offence, that, before his own administration 
Was begun, and while the supreme command was vested in 
another, he had forwardly engaged in such kind of enter- 
prises, in which, as himself well knew, he had before So 
often foiled. A second, and a greater fault, was, that he 
had sent the Achaeans back again to their respective cities, 
while the JEtolians still regained in the very heatt of 
Peloponnesus : though it was clear from every thing' that 
had been transacted, that Dorimachus and Scopas had 
resolved' to employ their utmost power to create disorders, 
and excite a war. They reproached him, likewise, with 
having ventured on a battle, when he was pressed by no 
necessity, and with forces that were so inconsiderable in 
their numbers: when, on the contrary, he might have 
retired with safety to the neighbouring cities; and, when 
He bad -first drawn again together the troops that wefe 
dismissed, might have marched to engage the enetrfy, if it 
should then have been judged expedient. In the last 
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place, it was urged against him, as a fault which merited 
not the least indulgence, that when he had resolved to risk 
a general battle, he shewed so entire a want of skill and 
judgment in the conduct of it: and that, instead of taking 
advantage of the plain, and making a proper use of his 
heavy infantry, he on the contrary began the combat at 
the very foot of the hills, and with his light-armed forces 
only; though these were circumstances which of all others 
were the most commodious for the enemy, and the best 
adapted to their- arms and disposition. 

But notwithstanding all the weight and importance of 
the charge, when Aratus stood up to speak, and reminded 
the people of the many former services which his country 
had received from his administration; when he began to 
answer to the facts of which he was accused ; affirming, 
that he was not the cause of the defeat; and conjuring 
them to excuse any omissions or mistakes, which had per- 
haps escaped him during the time of the action ; and in 
general to survey things, not with sharpness and severity, 
but with candour and indulgence; the whole assembly 
made at once a generous effort in his favour, and, by a sud- 
den change of sentiments, turned all their indignation upon 
die leaders of the faction that bad formed the charge 
against him, and submitted to bis sole advice and conduct 
the measures that were afterwards to be pursued. 

These things all belong to the hundred and thirty-ninth 
Olympiad. We now go on to the transactions of that 
which followed. 

In this assembly, the Acbieans resolved that some depu- 
ties should be sent without delay to the Epirots, Boeotians, 
Phooeans, Acarnanians, and to Philip: to inform them of 
the manner in which the iEtolians had twice entered Achaia 
with an army, in direct breach of treaties; to demand the 
succours, which, by the terms of the alliance, they were 
severally engaged to furnish ; and to desire, that the Mes- 
senians also might be admitted into the confederacy. They 
ordered, likewise, that the praetor should draw together an 
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army of five thousand foot, and five hundred horse, and 
march to the assistance of the Messenians, io case that 
their country should be again invaded: and that he should 
also regulate, with .the Lacedaemonians and Messenians, 
the number of the troops, both infantry and cavalry, which 
tfyey should severally be obliged to furnish, for the common 
service. With such firmness did the Acbseans support 
their loss: and resolved on po account to abandon the 
Messenians, or relinquish their first design. The deputies 
made haste to discharge their commission to the several 
slates. The praetor levied troops among the Achaeans, 
agreeably to the decree. And the Lacedaemonians and 
Mesgenians: consented each to raise two thousand and five 
hundred fodt, and two hundred and fifty horse. Thus the 
whole army was to consist of ten thousand foot, And a 
thousand, horse. . ., 

The iEtolians on the other hand) as soon as they were 
assembled in their general council, formed, the project' of 
entering into a treaty of peaqe with the Lacedaempnians, 
the Messenians, and the rest of the. allies; de$igg>iftg, by 
this wicked and pernicious measure, to separate them from 
the Achasans. At the same time they also made the fol- 
lowing depree. " That they would remain in peso* with 
the Achteans, on condition that they would depart from 
their alliance with the Messenians; and, if this should bo 
refused, that they would immediately declare war against 
them." A proceeding surely the most absurd that can be 
well conceived. To be at the same time the allies both of 
the Messenians and Achaeans, and yet to threaten the 
Achseans with a war, incase that they received the Messe- 
nians into their alliance, and on the other hand* to engage 
that they would remain in friendship with them, if they 
would regard that people as their enemies. But from 
hence it happened, that, by thus forming projects that 
were in the highest degree both senseless and impracticable, 
they left to their injustice not die least colour or support 
from reason. 
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As soon as the Epirots and -king Philip had received the 
deputation from the Achaeans, they readily consented, that 
the Messenians should be admitted into the confederacy* 
But with regard to the JEtolians, though at first indeed 
they were filled with some resentment on account of the 
late transactions, yet, because such proceedings were per- 
fectly consistent with the manners and habitual practice of 
this people, as their surprise from what had happened was 
of short continuance, so their indignation also soon sub- 
sided, and they resolved that they would still remain im 
peace. So much more easily are men disposed to pardon 
a long and continued course of wickedness and violence, 
than any new and unexpected instance of injustice. For 
it was now grown to be the common custom of the iEtoli- 
ans, to pillage continually all the parts of Greece, and to 
make war upon every state, without any previous declara- 
tion of it. Nor would they at any time submit to offer 
die least excuse or vindication of their conduct; but even 
laughed at those, who demanded from them any reasonable 
account, either of their past transactions, or of their future 
projects and designs. The Lacedaemonians, who so lately 
had received their liberty from the generous efforts of the 
Achaeans and Antigonus, and who ought to have been re- 
strained by that consideration from pursuing any measures 
that were repugnant to the interests of the Macedonians 
and of Philip, sent now in private to the iEtoliails, and 
concluded with them a secret treaty of friendship and alli- 
ance. 

While the Achaeans were employed in drawing together 
their forces, and in regulating all things that related to the 
succours which the Lacedaemonians and Messenians had 
engaged to furnish, Scerdilaidas and Demetrius of Pharos, 
departing from Illyria with a fleet of ninety frigates, sailed 
beyond Lissus, in direct violation of the treaty which had 
been concluded with the Romans. They first steered their 
course together to Pylus, and endeavoured to take the city 
by storm, but were repulsed in the attempt.' Demetrius 
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then took with him fifty of the vessels; and sailing round 
the Cyclade islands, he plundered some of them, and ex- 
acted large sums of money from the rest: while Scerdilai- 
das, with the forty frigates that were left, directing his 
course back again towards Illyria, cast anchor at Naupac- 
tus; trusting to the friendship of Amynas, king of the 
Athamanians, to whom he was allied in blood* And 
having, through the intervention of Agelaus, concluded a 
treaty also with the iEtolians, he engaged to join his forces 
%ith them against the Achaeans, on condition that he should 
receive an equal share of all the booty. Dorimachus, 
Scopas, and Agelaus, consented to the terms that were 
proposed : and having about the same time conceived some 
hopes of gaining the city of Cynsetha by surprise, they 
drew together all the iEtolian forces, and being joined 
also by the lllyrians, began their march towards Achaia. 

In the mean time Ariston, the praetor of the iEtolians, 
remained quiet at home; and as if he had been ignorant 
of all that was transacted, declared aloud, that they had 
no design to make war against the Achaeans, but that the 
peace still subsisted between the two republics; acting, in 
this respect, a most weak and childish part. For what can 
be more vain or senseless, than to hope to conceal the 
truth under the disguise of words, when it is shewn in the 
fullest light by the evidence of facts ? 

Dorimachus, passing through the Achaean territory, 
appeared suddenly before Cynsetha. This city, which was 
situated in Arcadia, had for a long time been distracted 
by intestine tumults ; which were carried to so great excess, 
that many of the citizens lost their lives in those disorders, 
and many were driven into banishment. They seized tn 
turn upon the fortunes of each other, and made new divi- 
sions of their lands. At last the faction that had embraced 
the interests of the Achaeans, having prevailed against the 
rest of the inhabitants, kept entire possession of the city, 
and received some troops for their defence, together with 
a governor also, from Achaia. While things were in this 
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condition, and not long before the' arrival of tbe JEtolians, 
those that had been forced to fly sent a deputation to the 
rest who remained masters of the city, requesting them to 
consent to terms of reconciliation with them, and to suffer 
them to return. The citizens, moved by their entreaties, 
sent some deputies to the Achiean states, that the agree* 
ment might be made with the knowledge and consent of 
that republic. The Achaeans readily approved of the de- 
sign; being persuaded that they should thus be able to re- 
tain both parties in their interests for the time to come* 
For as the inhabitants that were masters of the city were 
already in all points devoted to them, so those likewise, 
who were now to be restored, could scarcely fail of being 
always sensible that they were indebted to the Achaeans for 
their safety and return. The Cynigtheans, therefore, dis- 
missed the garrison and governor from the city, and 
brought back the exiles, who were in number about three 
hundred; having first exacted such assurances of their 
fidelity as are esteemed the strongest and most sacred 
among mankind. But no sooner were these men admitted, 
than, without even waiting till some pretext or occasion 
should arise, from whence they might renew the past con- 
tentions, they at once engaged in the black design of betray- 
ing their benefactors and their country. I am even in- 
clined to think, that, in the very moment when they touched 
the sacred victims, and made a mutual exchange of oaths 
and solemn promises, they were then revolving in their 
minds that impious project by which they had resolved so 
soon to insult the gods, and abuse the confidence of their 
fellow-citizens. For scarcely had they regained their for- 
mer state, and were again associated in the government, 
when they concerted measures with tbe MtoYwm for deli- 
vering the place into their hands ; nor scrupled to involve 
in one common ruin both those to whom themselves were 
just before indebted for their safety, and that very city 
also in whose lap they had been nourished. This treason 

z3 
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was contrived and carried into execution in the following 
manner. 

Among the exiles, there were, some that were of the 
number of those magistrates who were called polemarcbs; 
whose office it was to shut the gates of the city; to keep 
the keys in their own custody till they were again set open, 
and to guard the entrance also of the gates by day. The 
jEtolians had prepared their ladders, and stood in readi- 
ness to begin the attack. And when these polemarchs, 
having killed all those that were stationed with them upon 
the guard, had thrown the gate open to receive them, one 
part entered that way into the city, while the rest, with. the 
assistance of their ladders, gained possession of. the walls.' 
The inhabitants were all seized with consternation, and 
knew not to what measures they should have recourse.. 
For as it was not possible to fix themselves in a body to 
the gate, because the danger threatened equally from the 
walls, so neither were they able, on the other hand, to em- 
ploy their efforts against those that were entering along 
the walls, while the rest advanced with no less ardour 
through the gate. The JEtolians, therefore, were m m 
short time masters of the place. But amidst all the vio- 
lence and disorder that ensued, they, performed one act of 
great and exemplary justice. For the traitors, by whose 
assistance they had been received into the city, were the 
first marked out for slaughter, and their goods first pil- 
laged. The rest of the inhabitants were forced afterwards 
to undergo the same cruel treatment. The iEtolians then 
spread themselves through all the houses, and penetrated 
even to the foundations of them in search of plunder ; 
destroying also many of the citizens in torture, whom they 
suspected to have concealed any portion of their wealth or 
valuable goods. 

Having thus fully satiated all their cruelty, they left a 
garrison in the place, and directed their march towards 
Lussi. And when they arrived at the temple of Diana, 
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which stood between Clitor and Cynsetha, and 
esteemed inviolable among the Greeks, they began to force 
away the sacred cattle, and to pillage every thing that was 
within their reach. But the Lussiates, having wisely*, 
offered to them a part of the sabred furniture, restrained 
their impious purpose, and engaged them to desist from! 
any greater violence; They continued their route, there 
fore, and came and encamped before Clitor. In the mean 
while Aratus, having seat to Philip to solicit some assist- 
ance, made haste to draw together all the Achaean forces ; 
.and demanded also from the Lacedaemonians and Messe- 
nians the troops which they had severally engaged to fiir- 
nish. 

The iEtolians, when they had first in vain endeavoured 
to prevail on the Clitorians to join their party, and re- 
nounce the alliance of the Acheeans, made their approaches* 
against the town, and attempted to scale the walls. But 
die inhabitants maintained their ground with so muck 
bravery and firmness, that they soon were forced to aban- 
don the design, and retreated back again towards Cyn&tha; 
plundering the country as they went, and carrying with 
them also the sacred cattle which they before had left un- 
touched. They at first designed to leave Cyneetha to the 
Eleans; and when this people refused the offer, they re- 
solved that they would keep it in their own possession, and 
appointed Euripides to be the governor. But, in a short 
time afterwards, being alarmed by the report that some 
troops were just ready to arrive from Macedon, they set 
fire to the city and then retired, and directed their march 
towards Rhium; designing to embark their forces there, 
and to return back again to iEtolia. 

The Macedonian general Taurion, being informed of all 
the motions of the iEtolians, and of the outrages which 
they had committed at Cynsetha, and hearing also that 
Demetrius of Pharos had now brought back his fleet from 
the Cyclade islands to the port of Cenchreae, sent some 
inessengers to that prince, iuvitirig him to join the AchsB- 
aK if 
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ans; to transport bis vessels across the Isthmus; and to 
fall upon the iEtolians in their return. Demetrius, who 
had gained a very rich booty in his expedition, though be 
was forced at last to fly with some disgrace before the Rho- 
dians, who had sent out a fleet against him, consented 
readily to this proposal, on condition that Taurion should 
defray the charge of transporting the vessels over. Bat 
when he had passed the Isthmus, he found that the iEto- 
lians had completed their return two days before* Having 
pillaged, therefore, some few places that stood most 
exposed along their coast, he then steered bis course back 
to Corinth. 

The Lacedfemonians perfidiously withheld the succours, 
which, by the stated regulation, they were bound to fur- 
nish, and sent only some inconsiderable troops of horse* 
with a small body of infantry, that thus they might appear 
sot wholly to have slighted their engagements. Aratua 
also, with the Achaean forces, displayed rather, upon this 
occasion, the caution of a politician, than the courage of a 
general. For so entirely was his mind, possessed with the 
remembrance of the late defeat, that be remained still 
quiet, and attempted nothing. Scopas, therefore, and 
Dorimachus accomplished at their leisure all that they had 
designed, and returned also back again with safety; though 
their retreat was made through passes so strait and diffi- 
cult, that a trumpet only might have been sufficient to gain 
a victory against them. 

With regard to the inhabitants of Cynaetha, whose mis* 
fortunes we have just now mentioned, it is certain, that no 
people ever were esteemed so justly to deserve that cruel 
treatment to which they were exposed. And since the 
Arcadians in* general have been always celebrated for their 
virtue throughout all Greece; and have obtained the high- 
est fame, as well by their humane and hospitable disposi- 
tion, as from their piety also towards the. gods, and their 
veneration of all things sacred; it may perhaps be useful 
to enquire, from whence it could arise, that the people of 
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this single city, though confessed to be Arcadians, should 
on the contrary be noted for the savage roughness of their 
lives and manners, and distinguished by their wickedness 
and cruelty above all the Greeks, In my judgment, then, 
this difference has happened from no other cause, than 
that the Cynaetheans were the first and only people among 
the Arcadians, who threw away that institution, which 
their ancestors bad established with the greatest wisdom, 
and with a nice regard to the natural genius and peculiar 
disposition of the people of the country : I mean, the dis- 
cipline and exercise of music: of that genuine and. perfect 
music, which is useful indeed in every state, but absolutely 
necessary to the people of Arcadia. For we ought by no 
means to adopt the sentiment that is thrown out by Epho- 
•us in the preface to his history, and which indeed is very 
in worthy of that writer; "that music was invented to de- 
ceive and delude mankind." Nor can it be supposed, 
hat the Lacedaemonians, and the ancient Cretans, were 
ot influenced by some good reason, when in the place of 
•umpets, they introduced the sound of flutes, and harmony 
f verse, to animate their soldiers in the time of battle; or 
lat the first Arcadians acted without strong necessity, 
ho, though their lives and manners, in all other points, 
?re rigid and austere, incorporated this art into the very 
sence of their government; and obliged not their chil- 
en only, but the young men likewise, till they, bad gained 
3 age of thirty years, to persist in the constant study and 
Etctice of it. For all men know, that Arcadia is almost 
i only country, in which the children, even from their. 
>st tender age, are taught to sing in measure the songs 
1 hymns that are composed in honour of their gods and 
oes; and that afterwards, when they have learned the 
sic of Ximotheus and Philoxenus, they assemble once 
urery year in the public theatres, at the feast of Bacchus* 
there dance with emulation to the sound of flutes; and 
brate, , according to their proper age, the children 
le that are called the puerile, and the young men the 



/ 



S46 THE GENERAL HISTORY book it. 

manly games. And even in their private feasts and meet- 
ings, they are never known to employ any hired bands of 
music for their entertainment; but each man is himself 
obliged to sing in turn. For though they may, without shame 
of censure, disown all knowledge of every Other science, 
they dare not on the one hand dissemble or deny that they 
are skilled in music, since the laws inquire, that every one 
should be instructed in h; nor can they, on the other 
hand, refuse to give some proofs of their skill when asked, 
because such refusal would be esteemed dishonourable. 
They are taught also to perform in order all the military 
steps and motions to the sound of instruments; and this is 
likewise practised every year in the theatres, at the public 
charge, and in sight of all the citizens. 

Now to me it is clearly evident, that the ancients by no 
means introduced these customs to be the instruments of 
luxury and idle pleasure; but because they had considered 
with attention, both the painful and laborious course of fife, 
to which the Arcadians were accustomed, and the natural 
austerity also of their manners, derived to them from that 
cold and heavy air, which covered the greatest part of all 
their province. For men will be always found to be in some 
degree assimilated to the climate in which they live : nor 
can it be ascribed to any other cause, that in the several 
nations of the world, distinct and separated from each other, 
we behold so wide a difference in complexiob, features, 
manners, customs. The Arcadians, therefore, in order to 
smooth and soften that .disposition which was by nature so 
rough and stubborn, besides the customs above described, 
appointed frequent festivals and sacrifices, which both sexes 
were required to celebrate together ; the men with women, 
and the boys with virgins : and m general established every 
institution that could serve to render their rugged minds 
more gentle and compliant, and tame the fierceness of their 
manners. But the people of Cynsetha, having slighted all 
these arts* though both their air aftd situation, the most 
inclement and unfavourable of any ill Arcadia, made some 
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such remedy more requisite to them than to the rest, were 
afterwards engaged continually in intestine tumults and 
contentions; till they became at last so fierce and savage* 
that among all the cities of Greece, there was none in 
phich so many and so great enormities were ever known to 
je committed. To how deplorable a state this conduct had 
it last reduced them, and how much their manners were 
letested by the Arcadians, may be fully understood from 
hat which happened to them, when tbey sent an embassy 
o Lacedaemon, after the time of a dreadful slaughter which 
lad been made afnong them. For in every city of Arcadia, 
tirough which their deputies were obliged to pass, they 
'ere commanded by the public crier instantly to be gone. 
"he Mantineans also expressed even still more strongly 
icir abhorrence of them. For as soon as tbey were 
^parted, tbey made a solemn purification oC the place, 
id carried victims in procession round the city and 
trough all their territory. 

This then may be sufficient to exempt the general cus- 
ros of Arcadia from all censure; and at the same time to 
mind the people of that province, that music was at first 
tablished in their government, not for the sake of vain 
easure and amusement, but for such solid purposes as 
ould engage them never to desert the practice of it. The 
rnsetheans also may perhaps draw some advantage from 
;se reflections; and, if the deity should hereafter bless 
?m with better sentiments, may turn thlir minds towards 
;h discipline, as may soften and improve their manners, 
i especially to music; by which means alone they can 
>r hope to be divested of that brutal fierceness, by whkh 
>y have been so long distinguished. But we shall here 
ve this people, and return again to the place from whence 
began our digression. 

The <A£tolians, after those exploits in Peloponnesus, 
ich have been described, were just now returned again 
safety to their country, when Philip arrived at Corinth 
h an army to assist the Achseans. Perceiving that the 
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enemy was gone, he dispatched his couriers to all the cities 
of the alliance, desiring that some persons might be sent to 
Corinth, to deliberate with him on the measures that were 
proper to be taken for the common service; and himself in 
the mean while began his march towards Tegea; having 
received notice that the people of Lacedeemon were dis- 
tracted by intestine tumults, and that much slaughter had 
been committed in the city. For the Lacedaemonians, who 
had been long accustomed to submit to kingly government, 
and to pay an unrestrained obedience to their chiefs, 
having now lately gained their liberty by the favour of An- 
tigoous, and finding no monarch at their head, were broken 
into various factions, and all claimed alike an equal share 
in the administration of the state. Among the ephori, 
there were two, who made at 6rst an open declaration of 
their sentiments, and three, that entered without reserve 
into all the interests of the JEtolians; imagining that 
Philip, on account of his tender age, would be yet unable 
to control the affairs of Peloponnesus. But when these last 
perceived, that the iEtolians had left the country much 
sooner than their hopes had promised ; and that Philip also 
was arrived from M acedon before they had expected his 
approach, they began to apprehend, that Adimantus, one 
of the former two, to whom they had opened their inten- 
tions, and in vain endeavoured to draw him to their party, 
would not fail to carry to the king a full discovery of all 
that had been transacted. Having therefore secretly en- 
gaged some young men in their design, they published a 
decree, that all who were of sufficient age, should meet in 
arms at the temple of Minerva, to defend the city against 
the Macedonians. An order so strange and unexpected soon 
drew the people together in crowds towards the temple. 
Adimantus, being deeply grieved at these proceedings, hast* 
ened to gain the head of all the assembly, and began to 
address the people in the following manner. " When the 
JEtolians," said he, " our declared and open enemies, had 
drawn their forces to the very borders of our country, it 
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was then the time to publish these decrees, and to assemble 
the youth in arms : and not when the Macedonians, oar 
allies and friends, to whom we owe oar liberties and safety, 
are advancing with their king towards us." Bnt as be was 
proceeding in this harangue, some of the young men who 
bad been appointed to the task fell npon him with their 
swords. They then killed also Stbenelaus, Alcamenes, 
Thyestes, Bionidas, with many others of the citizens. Bnt 
Polyphontes, and some few besides, having in time foreseen 
the danger, escaped safe to Philip. 

After this transaction, the ephori, who were now sole 
masters of the government, sent some deputies to Philip, to 
accuse the citizens that were slain, as having been them* 
selves the authors of the tumult i to request the king not 
to advance any. nearer to them, till the commotion that 
remained from the late sedition had first subsided ; and in 
the last place to assure him, that, with regard to the Mace* 
donians, they were ready in all points to perform their duty, 
as justice or as friendship should require. The deputies, 
having met the king near the mountain called Parthenius, 
discharged their commission to him, agreeably to these in- 
structions. When they had ended, Philip ordered them 
to return immediately back to Sparta, and acquaint the 
ephori, that be designed to continue his march forwards, 
and to encamp near Tegea; and that they should send to 
him to that place, without delay, some persons of sufficient 
weight, to deliberate with him on the measures that were 
proper to be pursued in this conjuncture. The ephori, as 
soon as they had received these orders, deputed to the king 
ten citizens, of wbom Omias was the chief: who, when they 
arrived at Tegea, and were admitted into the royal council, 
began also with accusing Adimantus and his friends, as 
baving been the authors of the late disorders. They pro- 
mised that they would observe most faithfully the terms of 
he alliance : and that among all the states, that seemed 
nost closely attached by friendship to the king, the Lace- 
bemonians should yield to none in the sincerity and zeal 
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with which they would at all times strive to advance his 
interests. After these assurances, with others of the same 
kind and purpose, the deputies retired. t 

The members of the council were divided in their senti- 
ments. For some, who were well acquainted with the 
secret of the late transaction*, and who knew that Adi- 
mantus and the rest had lost their lives, on account only of 
their attachment to the Macedonians, and that the Lacedae- 
monians already had resolved to join the iEtolians, advised 
the king to have recourse to some exemplary vengeance; 
and, in a word, to punish this people with the same seve- 
rity, as that with which Alexander punished the inhabitants 
of Thebes, soon after he had taken possession of his king- 
dom. Others, who were of greater age, declared that 
such treatment would too far exceed the offence. They 
thought, however, that it was highly reasonable, that the 
men, who had been the cause of the late disorders, should 
be forced to bear some censure: that they should be 
divested of their offices, and the government be left to 
those* who were known to be well disposed towards the 
king. 

When they had all delivered their opinion, the king 
himself replied in the following manner; if, indeed, we can 
at all suppose that such an answer was his own; For it is 
scarcely credible that a youth of seventeen years should be 
able to decide with such true judgment, in matters of so 
great importance. BuJ when we are writing history, we 
are forced always to ascribe every final decision that is 
made in such debates, to those who are possessed of the 
supreme administration and command : leaving it however 
to the reader to suppose, that the reasons upon which such 
decision* are supported, were at first suggested by the per- 
sons that are near the prince; and especially by those who 
are masters of his private confidence. In the present 
instance, it seems most probable, that Aratus furnished the 
opinion which was now delivered by the. king* 

He said then, " that in the case of those disorders and 
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acts of violence that were at any time committed by the 
allies among themselves, bis duty might perhaps require 
him so far to interpose, as to acquaint them with his senti- 
ments, and endeavour to compose their breaches, and 
correct all that was amiss, by exhortations or by letter*: 
but that such offences only, as were crimes against the 
general confederacy, required a general and a public 
punishment; and that too from all the allies in common. 
That as the Lacedaemonians had been guilty of no open 
violation of the laws of this confederacy, but on the con- 
trary had engaged by the most solemn promises, that they 
would faithfully perform the conditions of it, it seemed to 
be .by no means just or reasonable, that any kind of severity 
should be shewn towards them. He added likewise, that 
it could scarcely fail to draw upon himself the censure of 
mankind, if now, from so slight a cause, he should resolve 
to act with rigour against this people, whom his father not 
long before had treated with the utmost gentleness, even 
after he had conquered them as enemies." 

As soon, then, as it was decided that no farther enquiry 
«hould be made concerning the late transactions, the king 
sent Petroeus, one of his friends, together with Omias, to 
Lacedaemon, to exhort the people still to adhere to the in- 
terest of the Macedonians, and to confirm anew the alliance 
by a mutual exchange of oaths. He then decamped, and 
returned again to Corinth ; having shewn, in this generous 
treatment of the Lacedaemonians, such a specimen of 
his mind and inclinations, as filled the allies with the fairest 
hopes, 



+• 
•^ 



CHAP. IV. 

X HE king being, now met at Corinth by the deputies 
from the confederate states, held a general council, to de- 
liberate on the measures that were proper to be taken 
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against the Mtolians. The Boeotians accused them of 
having plundered the temple of Itonian Minerva during 
the time of peace. The Phocaeans, that they had armed 
some forces, with design to possess themselves of Ambrysns 
and Daulis. The Epirots, that they had wasted all their 
province. And the Acarnanians, that they had attempted 
to take Thyreum by surprise. The Achseans also related 
at large in what manner they had gained possession of 
Clariam, in the Megalopolitan territory; wasted all the 
lands of the Patraeans and Pharaeans; sacked the city of 
Cynaetba; pillaged the temple of Diana at Lussi; laid 
siege to Clitor; made an attack by sea upon Pylns; and 
by land likewise, being assisted by the Illyrians, bad 
attempted to storm the city of Megalopolis, when it was 
just now beginning to be filled again with people, in order 
to reduce it to its late desolate state. 

When the council had heard all these complaints, it 
was with one voice agreed, that war should be declared 
against the JEtolians. They made, therefore, a decree, in 
which, having first recited the several accusations just now 
mentioned, they declared, " that they would immediately 
employ all their force, in favour of the allies, to recover 
every city and every province which the ^Etolians had 
usurped, from the time of the death of Demetrius, the 
father of Philip. That those who had been compelled by 
the necessity of times and circumstances to associate them- 
selves with the iEtolian republic, should be reinstated in 
their own proper government ; should possess their towns 
and territories free from garrisons, and discharged from 
tribute; should enjoy their liberty entire; and be governed 
by the customs of their ancestors. And, in the last place, 
that the power and laws of the Amphictyons should be 
again restored, together with the temple likewise, and all 
the jurisdiction of which the jEtolians had deprived them." 
This decree was made in the first year of the hundred and 
fortieth Olympiad, and from hence began the social war. 
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* 
A war founded altogether upon justice; and such as was 

indeed the fair and necessary consequence of the past 
disorders. 

The council then sent some deputies to all the allies, 
that the decree might be confirmed in every state, in a 
general assembly of the people, and war be declared 
against the iEtolians in every separate province. At the 
same time Philip informed the iEtolians also by a letter, 
that if there was any thing that could be urged in answer 
to the accusations with which they had been charged, they 
might now appear before the council, and enter upon their 
defence ; but that it was the very height of folly to per- 
suade themselves, that, because they had robbed and pil- 
laged all the parts of Greece before hostilities had' been 
declared by any decree of their republic, the states mu6t, 
therefore, quietly submit to the injustice; or, in case that 
they prepared to punish it, be considered as the authors of 
the war. 

The chiefs of the jEtolians, having received the letter, 
appointed at first a certain day upon which they promised 
that they would meet the king at Rhium; imagining that 
Philip would refuse to come. But when they heard that 
he was arrived, they sent a courier to acquaint him, that as 
the general council of the iEtoliaos was not yet assembled, 
they had no power of themselves to enter into any de- 
liberations in things which concerned the whole republic. 

The Achseans, as soon as they were met together at 
iEgium, at the usual time of holding their assemblies, with 
one voice confirmed the decree, and made public pro- 
clamation of war against the iEtolians. The king, who 
was present in the council, made a long discourse; which 
the Achaeans received with the greatest marks of favour, 
and renewed with him all the obligations of fidelity and 
friendship, which they bad made in former times to any 
of his ancestors. 

About this time also the ^Etolians, being assembled to 
vol. r. a a 
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elect their magistrates, made choice of Scopes to be prae- 
tor; the very man who was the cause of all the late 
disorders. What shall we say of this proceeding? Not to 
declare war by any public decree,, and yet to assemble the 
people together in arms,, to invade and pillage every 
neighbouring state; and, instead of punishing the authors 
of this violence, to receive, them with rewards and honours, 
and. to advance them to the highest magistracies. Such a 
conduct must surely be considered as a most consummate 
piece of wickedness; and such as cannot be expressed in 
any softer language. The following examples may serve 
more clearly to explain the nature of this baseness. When 
Phoebidas had, by treachery, seized the citadel of Thebes 
that was called Cadmea, the Lacedaemonians punished 
indeed the author of that dishonourable action, but suf- 
fered the garrison still to keep possession of the citadel; 
and pretended that they had made full satisfaction for the 
injustice, by chastising him who had contrived the perfidy: 
whereas it was clear to all that the Thebans could be 
neither safe nor free unless the garrison also was with* 
drawn. The same people likewise, after the general peace 
had been concluded by Antalcidas, declared, by the voice 
of the public crier, that they restored to liberty all the 
states of Greece, and left them to be governed by their 
own proper 4aws; when, at the same time, tbey refused to 
remove the magistrates who presided, under their ap- 
pointment, in every city. And afterwards, when they had 
subdued the Mantineans, their allies and friends, and 
forced them to dissolve their government, they pretended 
that they had done them no' kind of wrong, since they had 
only taken them from one city to settle them in many. 
But surely it is no less a proof of folly than of wickedness 
for any people to conceive that, because themselves have 
wilfully shut their eyes, all mankind besides must be 
therefore blind. And indeed this conduct proved the 
source of such great calamities both to the Lacedaemonians 
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and iEtolians, that those who are wise will on no account 
be ever led to imitate it, either in their private affairs or in 
the public government of states. 

The king, when he had regulated all things with the 
Achaeans, retired back again to Macedon with his army, 
and began to make the necessary preparations for the war. 
The decree that had now been made had raised him high 
in the esteem not only of the allies, but of all the people of 
Greece, who were filled with the noblest expectations from 
the proofs which he had already shewn of gentleness and 
moderation, and of such true greatness as was worthy of a 
king. 

These things were all transacted at the time in which 
Annual, having subdued the other parts of Spain that 
were beyond the Iberus, was preparing to besiege Sagun- 
turn. Now if the motions and first progress of this 
general had, in any manner, been connected with thi 
affairs of Greece, we should have joined and interwoven 
the history of the latter in its due place and order, with 
the relation which we gave of the former in the preceding 
book. But because the wars that now broke out in Italy, 
in Greece, and Asia, had each a beginning distinct and 
peculiar to themselves, though they all were terminated in 
one common end, it seemed most proper that we should 
give also a distinct and separate account of each till we 
arrived at the time in which they were blended first 
together, arid b£gan to move in one direction towards th4 
same single point. By this method we shall be able to 
explain with greater clearness not only the commence- 
ments of these wars, but all the circumstances also that 
belonged to their first connexion ; the time and manner of 
which, together with the causes of it, have already been in 
part remarked ; and shall afterwards unite them all in one 
common history. This connexion first was made in the* 
third year of the hundred and fortieth Olympiad, soon 
after the conclusion of the social war. - From the 6nd of 
this war, therefore, we shall include, as we have said, in 
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one general history, all the events that followed; in- 
termixing them together in their proper place and order. 
But, before that period, we shall treat of every one dis- 
tinctly; taking care, however, still to remind the reader 
which, among those transactions that are described in the 
preceding book, were coincident with the events which we 
are now going to relate. For thus the whole narration 
will be rendered easy and intelligible; and the importance 
also of the subjects will appear with more advantage, and 
will strike the mind with a greater force. 

The king, during the time of winter, which he passed in 
Macedon, levied troops with the greatest diligence; and 
made also the preparations that were necessary to secure 
his kingdom against the attempts of those barbarians who 
lived upon the borders of it. He afterwards went to 
hold a private conference with Scerdilaidas. And having 
trusted himself boldly in his hands, and pressed him to 
join in the alliance, and become a confederate in the war, 
he prevailed without much difficulty; partly by engaging 
to assist him in reducing certain places in Illyria, and 
partly also by enumerating all those subjects of complaint 
which it was no hard task to find against the iEtolians. 
For the wrongs and injuries that are committed by public 
states differ in no respect from those that are done by 
private men, except only in their number and importance. 
It may also be remarked, that societies of thieves and 
robbers are usually broken by no other means than be- 
cause the persons of whom they are composed fail to 
render justice to each other, and are false to their own 
mutual engagements. And this it was that happened now 
to the JEtolians. They had promised to allot to Scer- 
dilaidas a certain part of all the plunder, if he would join 
his forces with them to invade Achaia. But when this was 
done, and they had sacked the city of Cynaetha, and car- 
ried away great numbers both of slaves and cattle, they 
excluded him even from the smallest share in the division 
of the booty. As his mind, therefore, was already filled 
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with a sense of this injustice, no sooner had Philip slightly 
mentioned the wrongs which he had received, than he 
entered readily into all that was proposed, and consented 
to join in the confederacy upon these conditions; that 
twenty talents should be paid to him every year; and that, 
on his part, he should arm thirty frigates, and carry on 
the war by sea against the iEtolians. 

While the king was thus employed, the deputies that 
were sent to all the allies came first to Acarnania, and 
discharged their commission there. The Acarnanians, 
honest and ingenuous, confirmed immediately the decree, 
and declared war against the iEtolians without any hesi- 
tation or reserve. And yet of all the states of Greece this 
people might, most reasonably, have been excused, if they 
had sought pretences for delay ; had been slow in making 
any declaration of their sentiments ; and, in a word, had 
altogether feared to draw upon themselves the vengeance 
of their neighbours. For, as they were closely joined to 
the confines of the iEtolian territory, so their country 
likewise was open and defenceless, and an easy prey to 
every enemy. And, which was still of more considerable 
moment, the hatred also which they had shewn against 
the iEtolians, had involved them, pot long before this 
time, in very .great calamities. But men that are brave 
and generous will force all considerations to fall before 
their duty. And so strongly was this virtue rooted in the 
Acarnanians, that, though their state was extremely weak 
and feeble, they had scarcely in any times been known to 
swerve from the practice of it. In every conjuncture, 
therefore, that is dangerous and difficult, an alliance with 
this people ought by no means to be slighted, but should 
rather be embraced with eagerness; since, among all the 
Greeks, there are none who have shewn a warmer love 
of liberty, or a more unalterable steadiness in all their 
conduct. 

The Epirots, on the contrary, when they had received 
the deputies, confirmed indeed the decree, but refused to 
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make any declaration of war against the JEtolians till 
Philip should have first declared it. At the same time 
they assured the deputies that were then present from 
iEtolia, that they would still remain in peace,. And thus 
they acted both a double and dishonourable part. An 
embassy was sent also to king Ptolemy, to request him not 
to assist the iEtolians with any kind of supplies or money 
for the war, in opposition to Philip and the allies. 

But the Messenians, for whose sake chiefly the confe- 
deracy was formed, refused to bear any part in the war, 
unless the city of Phigalea, which stood upon the borders 
of their province, should first be separated from the JEto- 
lian government. This resolution, to which the ephori of 
the Messenians, Oenis, and Nicippus, with some others of 
the oligarchical leaders, had forced the people to consent, 
was, in my judgment, the most senseless and absurd that 
could be taken in the present circumstances. It is true, 
indeed, that the calamities of war are such as may well be 
dreaded; but not ip so great a degree as that, rather than 
engage in it, we should submit with tameness to bear 
every injury. For to what purpose do we sq highly prize 
an equality in government, the liberty of speaking all our 
sentiments, and the glorious name of freedom, if nothing 
is to be preferred to peace ? Must we then approve of the 
conduct of the Thebans, who, in the time of the wars 
against the Medes, which threatened the destruction of all 
the states of Greece, separated themselves from the com* 
mon danger, and were led by their fears to embrace those 
measures which proved afterwards so fatal to them? Or 
can we applaud the sentiments of their poet, Pindar, who, 
in flattery to. the judgment of his country, advises all the 
citizens to place their only hopes of safety in repose, and 
to seek,as he expresses it, 

The radiant splendors of majestic Peace ? 

For these sentiments that appeared so plausible and spe- 
cious were found, in the event, to be not less' pernicious 
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than dishonourable. In a word, as no acquisition is more 
to be esteemed than peace, when it leaves us in possession 
of our honour and lawful rights ; so, on the other hand, 
whenever it is joined with loss of freedom, or with infamy* 
nothing can he more detestable or fatal 

Now the Messenians, whose counsels all were governed 
by a faction of a few, had always been misled by motives 
which respected only the private interests of the oligarchy, 
and bad courted peace with much too great an earnestness. 
For though, in consequence of this attention" to their ease, 
they had escaped the storms that seemed to threaten them 
in many difficult conjunctures, yet on the other hand, 
while they persisted still unalterably in this conduct, the 
danger, which they ought chiefly to have dreaded, gained 
insensibly so great strength against them, that their country 
Was at last forced to struggle with the worst calamities; 
which might, indeed, have all been obviated, if they had 
been careful only to pursue the measures that were neces- ' 
sary, with regard to the people that were situated nearest 
to them, and who were the most powerful likewise of all 
the states of Peloponnesus, or rather of all Greece; I 
mean the Lacedemonians and Arcadians: the former of 
whom had shewn an implacable enmity against them, even 
from their first settlement in the country, without being 
able to provoke them to any generous efforts of resent- 
ment ; while the latter guarded all their interests with care, 
and treated them with favour and affection, which they 
neglected to cherish or maintain. From hence it hap- 
pened, that while these two states were engaged in war, 
either against each other, or with any more distant ene- 
mies, the Messenians, favoured by the times, passed their 
livies in full security and repose. But when the Lacedae- 
monians were at last wholly disencumbered from all other 
wdrs, and had leisure to employ their strength against 
them; being then unable of themselves to resist an en#cdy 
whose fdrce was far superior to thefir own, and having 
neglected alio to gain in time such firm and botiefct 
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friends, as might have stood together with them under 
every danger, they were forced either to submit to the 
very vilest servitude, or to abandon their habitations and 
their country, together with their wives and children. 
And to this miserable alternative have they often been 
reduced; even within the times that are not far distant 
from the present. • For my own part, it is my earnest 
wish, that the agreement which now subsists among the 
states of Peloponnesus may still continue to acquire new 
strength; and that they may never want the advice, which 
I am going to offer. But if the bonds of this confederacy 
should ever be again dissolved, I am fully assured, that 
there is no other way by which the Messenians and Arca- 
dians can hope long to remain in the possession of their 
country, than by. embracing the sentiments of Epaminou- 
das, and maintaining still, in every conjuncture, the closest 
union both of interests and counsels without dissimula- 
tion or reserve. It may add perhaps some, weight to my 
opinion, if we consider what was in this respect the con- 
duct of these two states in ancient times. Now, among 
many other things that might be mentioned, it is reported 
by Callisthenes, that the Messenians, in the time of Aristo- 
menes, erected a column near the altar, of Lycaean Jupiter, 
and inscribed upon it the following verses : . . . 

At last stern Justice seals the tyrant's doom, 
Led by the gods, Messenia's injur'd land 

Seoh found the traitor through hit dark disguises 
. Vain was his hope, to shun HeavVs vengeful hand, 

Or veil his perj'ry from Jove's piercing eyes. 
All hail, the sov 'reign king ! the Lord of fate ! 
Ever propitious prove, and bless Arcadia's state. 

From this inscription, in which they thus implore the 
gods to protect Arcadia, we may jiidge that the Messenians 
wgre willing to acknowledge, that they regarded this, pro- 
vince as ,their second country, after they had lost their own. 
And indeed they had gqod reason so to regard it. For 
.when they were, driven from their country, in the time of 
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those vara in which they were engaged under the conduct 
of Aristomenes, the Arcadians not only yielded to them 
the protection of their state, and admitted them to the 
rights of citizens, but gave their daughters also, by a 
public decree, to the young Messenians that were of age to 
marry. And having made, enquiry likewise into the guilt 
of their own king Aristocrates, who had basely deserted 
the Messenians in the combat that was called the Battle of 
the Trenches, they destroyed the traitor, ,and extirpated 
also all his race. But without looking back to an age so 
far removed, that which happened about the time in which 
Megalopolis and Messene began to be inhabited, may serve 
fully to confirm the point which I am labouring to esta- 
blish. After the battle of Mantinea, in which the death of 
Epaminondas left the victory doubtful, the Lacedaemonians 
employed all their efforts to exclude the people of Messenia 
from the general treaty; having flattered themselves with 
secret hopes, that they should soon become the masters of 
that province. But the Megalopolitans, with all the states 
;hat were confederates with the Arcadians, supported the 
Messenians with so much steadiness and zeal, that they 
rere received by the allies, and included in the peace; 
rbile the Lacedsemoriians alone, of all the Greeks, were 
beruselves excluded from it. Thin then may be sufficient 
o shew the truth of all that I have now advanced* And 
rom hence the Messenians and Arcadians may be taught 
y remember always the misfortunes that have been brought 
pon their country by the Lacedaemonians, in former 
mes; and to remain so firmly joined together. in the 
Mids of mutual confidence and friendship, that tbey never 
ay be moved, either by the dread of an enemy, or by any 
treasonable . love of peace, to desert each other in the 
lie of danger. But we shall now return from this di- 
ession. 

The Lacedaemonians acted, upon this occasion, in a 
inner not unsuitable. to their usual conduct; for they 
imissed the deputies, that were sent to them from the 
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allies, without any answer. Such was the consequence of 
their late wicked and absurd proceedings; which had- in- 
volved them in so great doubt and difficulty, that they 
knew not to what measures they ought now to have re- 
course. So true it is, that rash and desperate projects 
most frequently reduce men in the end to an utter inca- 
pacity either to think or act. 

But not long afterwards, when new ephori were elected 
in the city, the faction that bad been the cause of the late 
disorders, and of the slaughter that was then committed, 
sent to the ^Etolians, and desired that some person might 
be deputed to them in the name of the republic. The 
iEtolians consented readily to this request. And when 
their deputy, who was named Machatas, arrived soon after- 
wards at Lacedaemon, the men, by whose advice he had 
been sent, pressed the ephori* that he might be allowed to 
speak in an assembly of the people. They demanded 
likewise, that some kings should be elected without delay, 
as the laws required; and the empire of the Heraclidae no 
longer He dissolved. The ephori, who were in every point 
displeased with the proceeding, but were too weak to resist 
the violence of those that drove it on ; and who appre- 
hended also, that, in case they should refuse to comply with 
these demands, the young man might be engaged in some 
attempt against them; consented to allow an assembly of 
the people to Machatas : but with regard to the proposal 
for restoring kingly government, they said, that they would 
deliberate together concerning it at some future time. 

When the people were assembled, Machatas pressed 
them, in a long discourse, to join their arms with the 
iEtolians. He boldly charged the Macedonians with many 
accusations that were vain and groundless: and on the 
other hand, bestowed such praises on his own republic, aa 
were not less absurd than false. As soon as he had ended* 
the debates that followed were long and vehement. For 
some supporting all that had been urged in favour of th4 
iEtolians, advised the assembly to accept the alliance that 
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was offered; while others laboured, not less warmly, to 
dissuade it. After some time however, when the oldest 
men rose np to speak, and reminded the people, on the one 
hand, of the many favours that had been heaped upon 
them by Antigonus and the Macedonians, and on the 
other hand, recounted all the injuries which they had re- 
ceived from Timams and Cbarixenus ; when the iEtolians 
with a numerous army wasted all their country, led their 
people into slavery, and even attempted to take Sparta by 
surprise and force, having brought back the exiles to assist 
in the design ; the whole assembly was at once prevailed 
on to embrace the sentiments that were most contrary to 
the iEtolians, and to remain firm in their alliance with 
the Macedonians and with Philip. Machatas therefore 
returned back again to his country, without having ob- 
tained the end of his commission. 

But those who had been the authors of the former 
tumult, resolved that things should not long remain in their 
present state. Having gained therefore some of the young 
men of the city to their party, they formed a second at- 
tempt, which was indeed most horrible and impious. 
There was a certain sacrifice, of old institution in the 
country, in honour of Minerva; at which the custom was, 
that all the youth of the city should appear in arms, and 
walk in procession to the temple; while the ephori stood 
waiting round the shrine, ready to perform the sacred 
offices. At the time then of this solemn festival, some of 
the young men that were armed to attend the ceremony, 
fell suddenly upon the magistrates, as they were busied in 
the sacrifice, and 6lew them. Yet such was the sanctity of 
this temple, that it bad afforded always an inviolable refuge 
even to men that were condemned to die. But so little 
was it now respected by these daring and inhuman wretches, 
that they made no scruple to pollute the venerable place 
with the blood of all the ephori ; and to kill them even at 
the very altar, and round the sacred table of the goddess. 
Afterwards, that they might folly accomplish all their pur- 
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pose, they killed also Gyridas, with others of the oldest 
men. And having forced the rest, that were averse to 
their designs, to retire from the city, they chose new ephori 
from their own faction, and immediately concluded an alli- 
ance with the jEtolians. The cause of all this violence 
was partly their hatred of the Acheeans ; partly their in- 
gratitude towards the Macedonians ; and in part, likewise, 
their senseless disregard of all mankind. To which we 
may also' add, what indeed was of the greatest weight, the 
affection which they still retained for Cleomenes, and the 
constant expectation which they cherished, that this prince 
would return to them again in safety. Thus it is that men 
who are acquainted with the arts of life, and whose man- 
ners are gentle and engaging, not only win the esteem and 
affection of mankind when they are present with them, 
but even in the time of long and distant absence, leave 
behind them such strong sparks of inclination and desire, 
as are not easily extinguished. For not to mention other 
circumstances, during three whole years which now had 
passed since Cleomenes was forced to desert his kingdom, 
the Lacedaemonians, though in other points their state was 
still administered according to the ancient laws, had shewn 
not even the least desire to appoint other kings. But no 
sooner had the news of his death arrived at Sparta, than 
both the people and the ephori resolved that some should 
be elected without delay. The ephori, therefore, who 
belonged, as we have said, to the faction that had caused 
the late disorders, and concluded an alliance with the 
JEtolians, made choice of one who had a cle^r and uncon- 
tested right to bear the office. This was Agesipolis, who 
had not yet arrived indeed at perfect age, but was the son 
of Agesipolis, whose father Cleombrotus, when Leonidas 
was driven from Sparta, had succeeded to the kingdom, as 
being the next in blood to that prince. At the same time 
they named, as tutor to the king, Cleomenes, who was the 
son also of Cleombrotus, and brother of Agesipolis. But 
with regard to the other royal house, though there were 
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now two sons remaining from a daughter of Hippomedon, 
by Arcbidamus the son of Eudamidas; and though, Hip- 
pomedon himself was still alive, who was the son of Agesi- 
laus, and grandson of Eudamidas; and though there were 
many others also, that were allied in a more remote degree 
to the branches of this family; yet all their claims were 
disregarded, and Lycurgus was advanced to be the other 
king; among whose ancestors there was none that ever had 
possessed the regal dignity. But by giving only, a single 
talent to each of the ephori, he became at once a descend- 
ant from the race of Hercules, and a king of Sparta. So 
easy. oftentimes is the purchase even of the greatest ho- 
nours. But from hence it happened, that not their chil- 
dren or remote posterity, but themselves who had made 
the choice, were the first that felt the punishment that was. 
due to their imprudence. 

Machatas, being informed of all that had been done in 
Sparta, returned back again to that city, and pressed the 
ephori and the kings, to begin the war without delay against 
the Acbaeans. He represented to them, that, this was the 
only measure by which they could hope effectually to break 
all contention, and defeat the attempts of those who, both 
in Lacedaemon and in iEtolia likewise, were still labouring 
to obstruct the alliance. And having thus, without great 
difficulty, accomplished his design, and engaged these 
foolish magistrates to approve of all that was proposed, he 
went back again to his own country. Lycurgus then drew 
together a body of troops ; and having added to them also 
some of the forces of the city, he fell suddenly upon the 
Argian territory, before the people, who were persuaded 
(hat the peace still subsisted, had taken any measures for 
their security or defence* He made himself master, there- 
fore, in the very first assault, of Polichna, Prasiae, Leucae, 
and Cypbanta. He endeavoured also to take by storm 
Glympes and Zarax, but was repulsed in the. attempt.. 
After these exploits the Lacedaemonians made public, pro- 
clamation of the war. The Eleans also were prevailed on 
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by Machatas, who repealed to them the same discourse 
which be had made at Lacedannon, to tarn their arms 
against the Acheeans. And thus the ^tolians, finding 
that all things had conspired with their designs, entered 
upon the war with alacrity and confidence; wbHe the 
Achaean*, on the contrary, were dejected and distressed. 
For Philip, upon whom their chief strength and hopes 
were founded, had not yet completed all bis preparations. 
The Epirots still formed pretences for delay ; the Messe- 
nians remained inactive; and, lastly, the JEtolians, being 
thus favoured by the senseless conduct of the Lacedaemo- 
nians and Eleans, had already, as it were, inclosed them 
upon every side with war. 

The praetorship of Aratus was just now ready to expire, 
and his son Aratus was appointed to succeed him. The 
jEtolian praetor, Scopas, had performed about half the 
course of his administration. For the ^Etolians were ac- 
customed to elect their magistrates immediately after the 
time of the autumnal equinox; and the Achseans at the 
rising of the Pleiades. As soon then as the younger Aratus 
had entered upon the duties of his office, the spring being 
now advanced, all things every where began at once to 
hasten into action. For it was now that Annibal was pre- 
paring to besiege Saguntum, and that the Romans sent an 
army into IUyria, to chastise Demetrius; that Antiochus, 
having gained possession, by the treachery of Theodotus, 
of Tyre and Ptolemais, resolved to usurp the sovereignty of 
Ccele-Syria ; and that Ptolemy, on the other hand, drew 
together all his forces to oppose him. At the same time 
Lycurgus, following in his conduct the example of Cleo- 
menes, laid siege to Athenaeum in the Megalopolitan 
territory. The Achaeans collected a numerous body of 
mercenary troops, both infantry and cavalry, to secure 
their country from the war that was ready to surround 
them; and Philip also began his march from Macedon, 
at the head of ten thousand Macedonians heavy-armed, 
five thousand Peltastae, and eight hundred horse. And 
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lastly, while all these great and important armaments were 
thus ready to be carried into action, the Rbodians likewise 
began their war upon the people of Byzantium, from the 
causes which I am now going to relate* 



CHAP. V. 

BYZANTIUM, of all the cities in the world, is the most 
happy in its situation with respect to the sea ; being not 
only secure on that side from all enemies, but possessed 
also of the means of obtaining every kind of necessaries in 
the greatest plenty. But with respect to the land, there is 
scarcely any place that has so little claim to. these advan- 
tages. With regard to the sea, the Byzantines, standing 
close upon the entrance of the Pontus, command so abso- 
lutely all that passage, that it is not possible for any 
merchant to sail through it, or return, without their per- 
mission; and from hence they are the masters of all those 
commodities which are drawn in various kinds from the 
countries that lie round this sea, to satisfy the wants or the 
conveniences of other men. For among the things that 
are necessary for use, they supply toe Greeks with leather, 
and with, great numbers of very serviceable slaves. And 
with regard to those that are esteemed conveniences, they 
send honey and wax, with all kinds of seasoned and salted 
meats; taking from us in exchange our own superfluous 
commodities; oil, and every sort of wine. They some- 
times also furnish us with corn, and sometimes receive it 
from us, as the wants of either may require. Now it is 
certain that the Greeks must either be excluded wholly 
from this commerce, or be deprived at least of all its chief 
advantages, if ever the Byzantines should engage in any ill 
designs against them, and be joined in friendship with the 
barbarous people of Galatia, or rather with those of 
Thrace; or even indeed if they should ever be disposed to. 
leave the country. For as well by reason of the extreme 
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narrowness of the passage, as from the numbers also of 
those barbarians that are settled round it, we never should 
be able to gain an entrance through it into the Pontns. 
Though the Byzantines, therefore, are themselves possessed 
of the first and best advantages of this happy situation, 
which enables them to make both an easy and a profitable 
exchange of their superfluous commodities, and to procure 
in return, without pain or danger, whatever their own 
lands fail to furnish; yet since, through their means 
chiefly, other countries also are enabled, as we have said, 
to obtain many things that are of the greatest use; it 
seems reasonable that they should be regarded always by 
the Greeks as common benefactors, and receive not only 
favour and acknowledgments, but assistance likewise to 
repel all attempts that may be made against them by their 
barbarous neighbours. 

But as this city is placed a little beyond the limits of 
those countries which are most usually frequented by us; 
and because the nature and peculiar excellence of its 
situation have hitherto, upon that account, remained almost 
unknown ; it may, perhaps, be useful to explain at large 
the causes to which it is indebted for those great advantages 
which it enjoys. For since all men are not able to obtain 
the opportunity which is first to be desired, of viewing with 
their eyes the things that are singular and worthy of their 
observation in any distant country, I could wish, however, 
that at least they might be taught to gain some right con- 
ception of them, and even to form such an image of tbem 
in their minds as should bear a near resemblance to the 
truth. 

That then which is called the Pontus, contains in its 
circumference almost twentyrtwo thousand stadia. It has 
two .mouths, diametrically opposite to each other; one, 
which opens into the Propontis; and the other on the. side 
of the Palus Maeotis. whose circumference includes about 
eight thousand stadia. These beds receive the waters of 
many large rivers, which flow into them from Asia; and 
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of others likewise, more in number, and more considerable 
in their size, that come from Europe* The Maeotis, being 
filled by these, discharges them again, through the mouth 
last mentioned,. into the Pontus, and from thence they still 
pass forwards through the other mouth into the Propontis* 
The mouth on the side of the Maeotis is called the 
Cimmerian 1 Bosphorus. It contains about sixty stadia in 
length, and about thirty in its breadth; and is, in every 
part, of a very inconsiderable depth. The mouth of the 
Pontus, on the opposite side, is called the Thracian Bos- 
phorus: and includes in length a hundred and twenty 
stadia ; but the breadth of it is unequal. This mouth, 
beginning on the side of the Propontis, at that space which 
lies between Chalcedon and Byzantium, whose breadth is 
about fourteen stadia, from thence extends towards the 
Pontus, and is ended at a place called Hieron ; in which 
Jason, at his return from Colchis, is said first to have 
offered sacrifice to the twelve gods. This place, though it 
be situated in Asia, is not far removed from Europe ; being 
distant about twelve stadia only from the temple of 
Sarapis, which stands opposite to it qpon the coast of 
Thrace. 

There are two causes, to which it must be ascribed, 
that the Maeotis and the Pontus discharge their waters in 
continual flow from their respective beds. The first, 
which is obvious and clear to all, is, that when many rivers 
fall into a bed, whose limits are fixed and .circumscribed, if 
no opening should be found through which they may be 
again discharged, the waters, as they are more and more 
increased, must still rise to a greater height, till at last they 
overflow their bounds, and run to fill a larger space than 
that into which they were at first received; but, on the 
Other hand, if there be any free and open passage through 
which they may be allowed to flow, then all that is 
superfluous and redundant will, of necessity,, be discharged 
that way. The other cause is, the great quantity, of earth 
and various matter which the rivers bring down with 
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them after heavy rains. For from hence huge banks 
are formed, which press and elevate the waters, and force 
them in like manner to direct their coarse forwards through 
the mouths that are open to receive them. And as these 
banks are formed continually, and the rivers also continue 
still to enter, in regular and constant flow, the efflux of the 
waters must be constant likewise, without any stop or^in- 
termission. 

These then are the true causes, from whence the waters 
of the Pontus are continually flowing from their beds: 
causes, not derived from the report of merchants; but 
founded upon fact and nature : which afford indeed, in all 
enquiries, the surest and the most convincing evidence. 
But since we have advanced iu> far in this digression, 
instead of being satisfied with that hasty negligence, with 
which those who hitherto have treated of these subjects 
must almost all be charged, let us endeavour rather not 
only to describe with accuracy the effects that are pro- 
duced, but to add such a demonstration also of the causes 
from whence they severally arise, as may leave nothing 
doubtful or obscure* For in the present times, in which all 
parts of the earth are become accessible either by land or 
sea, we ought by no means to have recourse, in things that 
are unknown, to the fabulous reports of poets and mytho- 
logists, and thus vainly labour to establish dark and dis- 
putable points, by a kind of testimony, which, as Heraclitus 
has remarked, deserves no credit; but should be careful 
rather to rest the whole authority of that which we relate 
upon such facts alone as, are drawn from the actual view 
and real knowledge of the places, which we at any time 
may take occasion to describe. 

I say then, that both the Palus Maeotis and the Pontus 
have, for a long time past, received continually great quan- 
tities of earth and matter, which are still heaped together; 
and by which, in the course of time, their beds must be 
entirely filled: unless some change should happen in the 
places, or the rivers cease to bring down these impediments; 
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For since time is infinite; but the limits of these beds 
circumscribed and fixed ; it is manifest, that any such ac- 
cession, how small soever, if it bo constant only and never 
discontinued, must in the end be sufficient for this purpose. 
Nor is it possible indeed that it should ever happen other- 
wise in nature, but that when any thing, which itself is 
finite, continues still, in the course of infinite succession, to 
receive any new supply, or to suffer any constant diminu- 
tion, it must in the end arrive at its fullest possible 
increase, or, on the other hand, be wasted and destroyed ; 
even though the addition, or the loss, should be made by 
the least conceivable degrees. But since it is not any small 
and inconsiderable portion, but, on the contrary, a very 
great quantity of matter, that is poured continually into 
these two beds, the consequence, of which we are speaking, 
must be considered, not as a remote event, but rather as 
one that is likely very soon to happen. I might almost say 
that it has already happened. For the Mseotis is indeed 
so nearly filled, that in most parts of it the water scarcely 
exceeds the depth of fifteen or of twenty feet; so that large 
vessels cannot pass securely through it without a pilot 
We may also add, that the Mseotis, as all writers have 
declared, was anciently a sea, and flowed intermingled with 
the Pontus: whereas at this time it is known to be a sweet 
and stagnant lake ; the waters of the Pontus being still 
forced backwards, and excluded from it, by the banks of 
sand ; while the rivers continue still to enter, and possess 
all the space. 

The same event must happen likewise in the Pontus. 
And indeed, this also has in part already happened : though 
by reason of the largeness of the bed, there are few that 
have yet perceived it. But a slight degree of attention will 
even now clearly shew the trnth of this opinion. For the 
Ister, which flows from Europe, and discharges itself into 
the Pontus by many mouths, has already, with the sand 
and other matter which it brings down with it, formed a 
bank which is called by the seamen Stethe, of almost a 
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thousand stadia in its length, . and at the. distance of one 
day's course from land ; against which the vessels that pass 
through the Pontus, as they are spiling in mid-sea, often 
strike unwarily in the night. The cause to which it must 
be ascribed, that this bank, instead of being settled near 
the shore, is pushed forward to so great a distance from it, 
is plainly this which follows. As long as the rivers retain 
so much of their impetuosity, and force, as is sufficient to 
surmount the resistance of the sea, and to make it yield its 
place, so long likewise the sand, and every thing besides that 
is brought down with them, must still be driven forwards, 
and not suffered either to stop or to subside. But when the 
violence and rapidity of the current are. once checked and 
broken by the depth and quantity of the opposing waters, 
then the heavy earth, which before was wafted in the 
stream, is by its own nature sunk towards the bottom, and 
settled there. And from hence it happens, that those 
banks of sand, which are formed by large and rapid rivers, 
are thrown together either at a distance from the shore, or 
in some deep water near it: while those, on the contrary, 
that are. brought down by small and gentle streams, lie 
close to the very entrance of the mouths, from whence they 
are discharged. This remark may he confirmed, by that 
which is known to happen after the fall, of strong and 
violent rains. For at those times, even the smallest rivers, 
having been once enabled to surmount the resistance of the 
waters at their entrance, force their way far into the sea, 
and still drive the sands before them, to a greater or more 
moderate distance, in proportion to their respective strength 
and force. 

With regard to that which we have affirmed, of the size 
and vast extent of that bank which was just now mentioned, 
as well as of the great quantities in general both of stones, 
of wood, and of earth, which are conveyed continually into 
the Pontus by these rivers, there is no man surely so weak 
in judgment, as to entertain any kind of doubt concerning 
the possibility of the facts. For we, see that torrents, even 
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not the most considerable in strength or violence, open 
deep trenches for their passage, and force their way even 
through the midst of mountains, carrying with them every 
kind of matter, earth, and stones ; and so covering and 
filling up the countries over which they pass, that they are 
scarcely known to be the same, having assumed a face far 
different from their own. It cannot therefore be thought 
incredible or strange, that rivers of the largest size, and 
which also flow continually, should produce the effects 
which we halve above described ; and roll together such vast 
quantities of matter, as must in the end entirely fill the 
Pontus. For I speak not of it as an event that is barely 
probable, but as of one that cannot fail to happen ; of which 
this circumstance may also serve as a kind of antecedent 
proof. As much as the waters of the Mseotis are now 
sweeter than the Pontus, so much sweeter also is the latter 
than the waters of our sea. Now from hence we may con- 
clude, that when the time, in which the Maeotis was com- 
pletely filled,- and that which may be requisite for filling up 
the Pontus, shall stand in the same proportion to each other 
as the different greatness of their respective beds, the latter 
likewise will then become, a fresh and standing lake, as the 
former is now known to be. But this indeed will happen so 
much sooner also in the Pontus, as the rivers which it re- 
ceives are more in number than those that fall into the 
Maeotis, and of larger size. 

This then may be sufficient to satisfy the doubts of those, 
who are unwilling to believe, that the Pontus is now con- 
tinually receiving a large increase of matter within its bed ; 
and that in the course of time it must be entirely filled, and 
this great sea become a lake and stagnant marsh. From 
these reflections we may also learn to be secure against all 
the monstrous fictions, and lying wonders, which usually 
are reported to us by those that sail upon the sea ; and no 
longer be compelled through ignorance to swallow greedily 
like children every senseless tale ; but having now some 
traces of the truth impressed upon our minds, may be able 
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to form always 6ome certain judgment, by which we may 
distinguish fact from falsehood. We now return again to 
describe the situation of Byzantium, from whence we made 
this digression. 

The strait, which joins the Pontus with the Propontis, 
contains in length a hundred and twenty stadia, as we have 
already mentioned. The extreme limits of it are, on the one 
side towards the Pontus, a place called Hieron; and on 
the other, towards the Propontis, that space that lies be- 
tween Byzantium and Chalcedon. Between these two 
boundaries there is a promontory, called Hermaeum, which 
advances far into the sea. It stands on the side of Europe, 
in the most narrow part of all the Strait : for the distance 
of it from the coast of Asia does not exceed five stadia. It 
was in this place that Darius is reported to have laid a 
bridge across the sea, in his expedition against the Scy- 
thians. Now the water, coming from the Pontus, at first 
flows on in the same uniform and unbroken course, because 
the coast on either side is smooth and equal. But as it 
approaches near Hermaeum, being now inclosed, as we 
have said, in the most narrow part of all the strait, and 
driven with violence against this promontory, it is suddenly 
struck back, and forced over to the opposite shore of Asia. 
From thence it again returns to the side of Europe, and 
breaks against the Hestiaean promontories. From these 
again, it is once more hurried back to 'Asia, to the place 
called Bos; where Io is fabled by the poets to have first 
touched the land, when she passed this strait. And lastly, 
falling back again from Bos, it directs its course towards 
Byzantium ; and there breaking into eddies, a small part of 
it winds itself into a pool which is called the Horn ; while 
the rest, and greater part, flows away towards Chalcedon, 
upon the opposite shore, which however it in vain attempts 
to reach. For as the strait is in this part of a greater 
breadth, and because the strength also of the current has 
already been so often broken, it is now no longer able to 
flow, and to return in short and sharp angles as before; 
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but falling away obliquely from Chalcedon, takes its course 
forwards along the middle of the Strait. 

Now from hence it happens, that Byzantium, in poipt 
of situation, possesses great advantages, of which Chalce- 
don is entirely Restitute: though, when we only take a 
view of these two cities, they appear to be in this respect 
alike and equal. But the truth is, that a vessel sailing 
towards Chalcedon, cannot gain the port without the 
greatest difficulty ; while on the other hand, the current 
itself will waft us, even whether we. will or not, into the 
harbour of Byzantium. For thus when any vessels at- 
tempt to pass from Chalcedon to Byzantium, as the current 
will not suffer them to cross the strait in a direct and even 
line, they first steer obliquely towards Bos and Chryso* 
polis; which last city was in former times possessed by the 
Athenians, who, by the advice of Alcibiades, first exacted 
there a certain impost from all vessels that sailed into the 
Fontus ; and from thence, committing themselves at once 
to the current of the water, they are conveyed without any 
pain or difficulty to Byzantium. Nor is the navigation 
Jess favourable and commodious on the other side also of 
the city. For whether we are sailing from the Hellespont 
towards Byzantium before a southern wind, by taking our 
route along the shore of Europe, we perform the voyage 
with ease; or whether* on the contrary, we are carried by 
a northern gale from Byzantium towards the Hellespont, 
keeping still our course along the same coast of Europe, 
we enter without any danger the strait of the Propontis, 
between Sestus and Abydus; and may also return again 
with safety, in the same manner as before. But the people 
of Chalcedon are so far from being possessed of these ad- 
vantages, that, op the contrary, they can never steer their 
course along their own proper coast, because the shore is 
full of bays and promontories, and the land of Cyzicus espe- 
cially runs far out into the sea. In sailing therefore from 
the. Hellespont towards Chalcedon, they are forced to keep 
close along the shore of Europe,, till they arrive very near 
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Byzantium : and from thence they first turn away, and/ti- 
rect their course across the 6trait, to gain their own har- 
bour ; which is indeed no easy task, by reason of the cur- 
rents which have before been mentioned. And thus again, 
when they design to sail from Chalcedon to the Hellespont, 
taking still their course along the shore of Europe, they 
are at no time able to steer directly over from their own 
port to the coast of Thrace : since, besides the current that 
obstructs their passage, they are also forced to struggle 
against those winds, which alike are contrary to the course 
th^t they would wish to take. For either they are driven 
by the south too far towards the Pontus; or, on the other 
hand, are turned from the direction of their route by the 
northern wind, which blows against them from that sea. 
Nor is it possible to sail from Chalcedon to Byzantium, or. 
to return back again from the coast of Thrace, without 
being met by the one or other of these winds. Such then, 
as we have now remarked, are the advantages wRich the 
Byzantines derive from the situation of their city, with 
respect to the sea. • We shall next consider also the dis- 
advantages to which the same situation has exposed them, 
on the side towards the land. 

As their country then is every way surrounded and in- 
closed, even from the Pontus to the iEgean Sea, by the 
barbarous tribes of Thrace, they are from thence involved 
in a very difficult as well as constant war. Nor is it pos- 
sible, by any force which they can raise, that they should 
ever free themselves entirely from these enemies. For 
when they have conquered one, three other states, more 
powerful than the first, stand ready to invade their country. 
And even though they should submit to enter into treaties, 
and pay heavy tributes, they still are left in the same con- 
dition as before. For the concessions, that are made to 
any single power, never fail to raise agaipst them many 
enemies in the room of one^ Thus are they worn and 
wasted by a war, from which they never can get free: and 
which, on the other hand, they are scarcely able to sustain. 
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For what danger is so close and pressing, as a faithless 
neighbour? or what war more terrible, than that which 
is practised by barbarians? From hence it happens, that 
this people, besides that they are doomed to struggle against 
those calamities which are the usual consequence of war, 
are also exposed continually to that kind of torment, 
which Tantalus, among the poets, is feigned to suffer. 
For when they have employed great pains to cultivate 
their lands, which are by nature also very fertile, and the 
rich fruits stand ready to repay their labours ; on a sudden 
these barbarians, pouring down upon the country, destroy 
one part, and carry away the rest: and only leave to the 
Byzantines, after all their cost and toil, the pain of behold- 
ing their best harvests wasted; while their beauty also 
adds an aggravation to the grief, and renders the sense of 
their calamity more sharp and unsupportable. 

The Byzantines however, amidst all the distress of these 
wars, the very continuance of which had rendered them 
perhaps ', in some degree more easy to be borne, never 
changed their conduct with respect to the states of Greece. 
But afterwards, when the Gauls, that were led by Comon- 
torius, arrived also in their country, and began to turn 
their arms against them, they were then reduced at once 
to very great extremities. These Gauls were a part of 
that numerous army, which had left their native seats un- 
der the command of Brennus. But having happily 
escaped the general slaughter that was made of their com- 
panions in the neighbourhood of Delphi, and arriving 
near the Hellespont, they were so much charmed with the 
beauty of the country that lay round Byzantium, that they 
resolved to settle there, and not pass over into Asia. And 
having in a short time subdued the neighbouring inhabit- 
ants of Thrace, and fixed their seat of government at 
Tyle, they seemed to threaten Byzantium with the last 
destruction. The Byzantines therefore, in the first incur- 
sions that were mad^ by Comontorius upon their country, 
paid sometimes three and five thousand, and sometimes 
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ten thousand pieces of gold, to save their lands from 
bring plundered. And afterwards,, they submitted to pay 
a yearly tribute of fourscore talents ; which was continued 
to the time of Cavarus, who was the last of all their kings. 
For the Gauls were then conquered by the Thracians in 
their turn, and the whole race extirpated* 

During this time, the Byzantines, unable to support the 
burden of these heavy tributes, implored assistance from 
the states of Greece. And when the greater part of these 
entirely slighted their solicitations, they were forced at last, 
through mere necessity, to exact a certain impost from all 
vessels that sailed into the Pontus. But the merchants, 
beginning soon to feel the loss and inconvenience that arose 
to them from this proceeding, exclaimed aloud against the 
injustice of it, and all joined to blame the Rhodians for 
permitting it: for these were at that time the most power- 
ful people upon the sea. From hence arose the war, which 
we are now going to describe. For the Rhodians, being 
excited partly by their own particular loss, and partly by 
the wrong which their neighbours were forced also to sus» 
tain, having secured to themselves the assistance of their 
allies, sent ambassadors to Byzantium, and demanded that 
this impost should be abolished* But the Byzantines paid 
no regard to the demand : but, on the contrary, adhered to 
the opinion of Hecatondorus and Olympiodorus, who were 
then the first in the administration of the city ; and who 
maintained, in a public conference with the ambassadors, 
that what they had done was just and reasonable. The 
ambassadors were forced therefore to return, without 
having obtained the end of their commission : and the 
Rhodians immediately declared war against the Byzantines* 
They sent some deputies also to king Prusias, whom they 
knew to be inflamed by an old resentment against the peo- 
ple of Byzantium ; and pressed him to join his forces with 
them in the war.. The Byzantines made on their part all 
the necessary preparations; and sent to demand assistance 
also from Attalus and Achaeus. The first of these was 
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heartily disposed to support their interests : but because 
be was now confined within the limits of his own hereditary 
kingdom by the victories of Achaeus, his power was small 
and inconsiderable. But Achaeus, who was at this time 
ipaster of the countries that were on this side of mount 
Taurus, and who lately had assumed the regal title, pro- 
mised to assist them with all his forces; and by this assur- 
ance, struck no small terror into Prusias and the Rhodians, 
while on the other hand he raised the courage of the By- 
zantines, and filled them with the fairest expectations of 
success. 

This prince Aduens was nearly allied in blood to Anti- 
ochus, who at this time reigned in Syria: and had gained 
for himself the sovereignty of all those countries that were 
just now mentioned, in the following manner. 

When Seleucus, the lather of Antiochus, was dead, and 
the kingdom bad devolved npon the eldest of his sons,, who 
was also called Seleucus, Achaeus being allied, as we have 
said, to the royal house, attended the young king in the 
expedition which he made into the provinces on this side 
of mount Taurus, about two years before the times of 
which we are speaking. For scarcely was he seated upon 
die throne, which he received the news, that Attalus had 
possessed himself by force of all this country. He resolved 
therefore to attempt without delay to recover again his 
paternal rights. But when he had passed the mountains 
with a numerous army, he was there treacherously killed 
by Nicanor, and a certain Gaul whose name was Apaturius. 
Achasus, having, as his duty then required, revenged this 
murder by the death of both the traitors, and taken upon 
himself the command of all the forces, with the entire 
administration of the war, displayed so much true great- 
ness, as well as wisdom, in his conduct, that, though all 
circumstances highly favoured him, and the troops them- 
selves conspired together with the times to place the dia- 
dem upon his head, he persisted to refuse that honour; and 
reserved the country for Antiochus, the youngest of the 
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children of Seleucus : for whose sake also he still went on 
to extend his conquests, and to regain the places that were 
lost. But when the success began at last to exceed even 
his greatest hopes; when he had not only subdued the 
country by his arms, but shut up Attalus' himself in Per- 
gamus ; being then no longer able to maintain his steadi- 
ness, upon the height to which he was thus raised by 
fortune, he fell aside at once from virtue, and having 
usurped the diadem and royal name, from that time was 
regarded as the greatest and most formidable prince of all 
that were on this side of mount Taurus. Upon his as- 
sistance therefore the Byzantines with good reason built 
their strongest hopes; and entered with confidence into 
the war, against Prusias and the Rhodians. 

With regard to Prusias, he had long before this time 
accused the people of Byzantium of having treated him 
with contempt and scorn. For when they bad decreed 
some statues in his honour, instead of taking care to erect 
them with all the usual rites of consecration, they on the 
contrary made afterwards a jest of their own decree, and 
suffered it to lie neglected and forgotten. He was also 
much dissatisfied with the pains which they had employed, 
to procure a peace between Attalus and Achaeus ; which 
must have proved in all points hurtful to his interests. 
Another cause of his resentment was, that the Byzantines 
had deputed some persons from their city, to join with 
Attalus in the celebration of the games that were sacred to 
Minerva; but had sent none to him, when he held the 
solemn feast of the Sbteria. Incensed therefore by a pas- 
sion which had long been working in his mind, he seized 
with joy the occasion that was offered; and resolved in 
concert with the ambassadors, that while the Rhodians 
pressed the Byzantines upon the sea, himself would carry 
on the war by land against them. Such were the causes 
and such the commencement of the war between the Rho- 
dians and Byzantines. ~ 

The Byzantines, encouraged, as we have said, by the 
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hope of that assistance which they expected from Achseus, 
at first performed their part with great alacrity and spirit. 
They sent to invite Tibites back from Macedon ; imagin- 
ing, that through his means, they should be able to excite 
some disorders in Bithynia, and involve Prusias in the 
same dangers and alarms, as those with which they were 
threatened by him. For this prince, having begun the 
war with all that vigour which his resentment had in- 
spired, bad already taken Hieron, which stood at the very 
entrance of the strait, and which the Byzantines, on ac- 
count of its happy situation, had purchased not long before 
at a great expence; that from hence they might be able to 
protect the merchants that traded into the Pontus, and 
secure the importation of their slaves, together with the 
other traffic also of that sea. He made himself master 
also of that part of Mysia, on the side of Asia, which for a 
course of many years had belonged to the Byzantines. 
At the same time the Rhodians, having equipped six 
vessels of their own, and received four more from their 
allies, steered their course towards the Hellespont. And 
when they had stationed nine of the ships near Sestus, to 
intercept the vessels that should attempt to pass into the 
Pontus, Xenophantus, who commanded all the fleet, sailed 
forward in the tenth, and approached near Byzantium; 
with design to try whether the Byzantines might be in- 
clined by the sight of danger to desist from their first 
design. But perceiving that his expectations were in no 
way answered, he returned and joined the other ships, and 
with the whole fleet sailed back again to Rhodes. In the 
mean while the Byzantines pressed Achaeus to join them 
with his forces: and sent some persons into Macedon, to 
bring away Tibites ; who was the uncle of king Prusias, 
and was judged, on that account, to hold as fair a claim as 
the king himself to the sovereignty of Bithynia. 

But when the Rhodians remarked the firmness, with 
which the Byzantines had resolved to carry on the war, 
they had recourse to a very wise expedient, by which they 
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at last accomplished all their purpose. They saw that 
this great confidence, which the Byzantines had assumed, 
was founded only on the succours which they expected 
from Achseus. They knew likewise, that Andromachus, 
the father of this prince, had for some time been detained 
a prisoner at Alexandria, and that Achseus was very 
anxidu3 for his safety. They formed therefore the design 
of sending an embassy to Ptolemy, to desire that Andro- 
machus might be released. They had indeed before this 
time slightly urged the same request. But now they pressed 
it with the greatest earnestness; imagining, that when 
Achseus should be indebted to them for a service so con- 
siderable, he must be forced in gratitude to .consent to 
every thing that they should afterwards demand. When 
the ambassadors arrived, they found that Ptolemy was 
willing still to detain Andromachus, from whom he ex- 
pected to draw great advantage, in the conjunctures that 
were likely to arise.' For some disputes were now sub- 
sisting between Antiochus and himself. The power of 
Achseus likewise, who lately had declared himself an 
independent sovereign, was such as could not fail to bring 
considerable weight, in certain matters of importance. 
And this prisoner not only was the father of Achseus, but 
the brother also of Laodice, the wife of Seleucus. But on 
the other hand, as the king was strongly inclined to gratify 
the Rhodians in all their wishes, and to favour all their 
interests, he at last consented to deliver Andromachus into 
their hands, that they might restore him to his son. They 
restored him accordingly without delay: and having de- 
creed also certain honours to Achseus, they at once de- 
prived the people of Byzantium of their strongest hope. 
Tibites also died, as he was returning back from Macedon. 
This fatal accident, with that which had already happened, 
entirely disconcerted all the measures, and damped the 
ardour of the Byzantines. But Prusias on the contrary 
conceived [new hoped; and maintained the war against 
them, upon the coast of Asia, with great vigour and sue- 
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cess: white the Thracians also, whom he had engaged into 
bis service, pressed them so closely on the side of Europe, 
that they dared not even to appear without their gates. 
Perceiving, therefore, that all their expectations were de- 
stroyed and lost, and being harassed thus by their enemies 
on every side, they began bow only to consider, by what 
means they might at last be disengaged from the war with 
honour. * 

Happily about this time Cavarus, king of the Gauls, 
came to Byzantium. And as be wished with, no small 
earnestness that these disputes might be accommodated, 
he employed his pains with such success, that both Prusias 
and the Byzantines consented to the terms that were pro- 
posed* When the Rhodians were informed of the zeal 
which Cavarus had shewn to procure a peace, and that 
Prusias had submitted to his mediation, they were willing 
on their part also to put an end to the war ; on condition 
however, that they should be suffered to accomplish their 
first design. They deputed therefore Aridices as their 
ambassador to Byzantium; and at the same time sent 
Polemocles with three triremes, to offer, as we express it, - 
the spear or the caduceus, to the choice of the Byzantines. 
But on their first arrival, the peace was instantly con- 
cluded; Cothon, the son of Calligiton, being at this time 
Hieromnemon of Byzantium. With respect to the Rho- 
dians, the terms were simply these: " The Byzantines 
shall exact no impost from the vessels that pass into the 
Pontus. Upon this condition, the Rhodians and their 
allies will remain in peace with the people of Byzantium.* 9 
With Prusias, the treaty was concluded in the words that 
follow: "There shall be perpetual peace and friendship 
between Prusias and the Byzantines. The Byzantines 
shall not commit hostilities of any kind against Prusias, 
nor Prusias against the Byzantines. Prusias shall restore 
to the Byzantines without any ransom all the lands and 
fortresses, the people and the prisoners, that have been 
taken or subdued. He shall restore the vessels also that 
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were taken in the beginning of the war: together with the 
arms that were found in any of the fortresses; and all the 
Umber,' tiles, and marble, that were carried away from 
Hieron, or from 1 the country round it." For Prusias, 
dreading the arrival of Tibites, had removed from all the 
fortresses whatever was fit for any use. It was added in 
the last place, " that Prusias should compel the Bi- 
thynians to restore all that had been taken from the men 
who were employed to cultivate the lands, in that part of 
Mysia which belonged to the Byzantines." Such was the 
beginning, and such the end of the war of Prusias and 
the Rbodiahs, against the people of Byzantium. 

After these transactions, the Cnossians deputed some 
ambassadors to the Rhodians, and requested that they 
would send to them the fleet that, was under the command 
of Polemocles, together with three open boats. But when 
these vessels arrived upon the coast of Crete, the Eleu- 
thernseans, suspecting that some mischief was designed 
against them, because one of their citizens had been killed 
by Polemocles to gratify the Cnossians, at first expostu- 
lated with the Rhodians concerning this proceeding, and 
afterwards declared war against them. Not long before 
this time, the Lyttians also were involved in the worst 
calamities of war. And indeed the whole isle of Crete 
had been lately made the scene of very great disorders, 
which were occasioned in the following manner. - 

The Cnossians and Gortynians, having joined together 
their forces, had made themselves masters of all the places 
in the island, Lyttus alone excepted. And when this 
single city still refused to submit, they resolved to conquer 
it by force, and to punish the inhabitants with the last 
destruction; that thus they might strike a terror into the 
rest of Crete. At first then, all the people of the island 
were engaged in this design, and turned their arms against 
the Lyttians. But after some time, jealousies and dis- 
content having sprung, as it often happens among the 
Cretans, from small and inconsiderable causes, grew at 
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last to an open and declared dissension, and broke the 
force of this confederacy. For the Polyrrhenians, the 
Ceretae, the Larapaeans, the Orians, and the Arcadians, 
separated themselves with one consent from their alliance 
with the Cnossians, and resolved to support the Lyttians. 
Among the Gortynians also, while the oldest men adhered 
still firmly to the Cnos&ians, the young men, on the other 
hand, contended with equa} warmth in favour of the 
Lyttians, The Cnossians, being greatly alarmed by this 
sudden revolt of all their chief allies, called in to their 
assistance a thousand mercenary soldiers from iEtolia. 
As soon as these arrived, the oldest men among the Gor- 
tynians, having first gained possession of the citadel, and 
received into it the Cnossians and iEtolians, killed or 
drove out all the young men, and. delivered their city to 
the Cnossian6. And, not long afterwards, when the Lyt- 
tians had led. out all their forces, to make incursions upon 
the territories of their enemies, the Cnossians, having 
received notice of their absence, marched ip haste, and 
possessed themselves of Lyttus, when it was destitute pf all 
defence^ And having sent the women and the children 
away to Cnossus, they set fire to the city, pillaged, and 
razed it to the ground. The Lyttians, returning from 
their expedition, and perceiving what bad happened, were 
so struck with consternation and despair, that not one 
among them bad the courage to set his foot within the 
city. But when they had ail marched round it, deploring 
with loud groans and lamentations the ruin of their country 
and their own unhappy fate, they again turned back, and 
retired for refuge to the Lamp&ans. They were received 
by these with all marks of friendship and affection : and 
being thus in one day's time, from citizens become stran- 
gers, without laws or city, they continued afterwards to 
carry on the war against. the Cnossians, in conjunction 
*pith the rest of the allies. Thus, in a manner most 
astonishing and strange, Lyttus, a colony from Lacedflemon, 
the taost apcieat city of the island, and whose people, 
vol. i. c c 



386 THE GENERAL HISTORY book iv. 

descended from the Spartan race, were confessed to be thfe 
bravest of* all that were produced in Crete, was at once 
sunk and lost in irrecoverable ruin. 

The Polyrrhenians, the Lampseans, and the rest of the 
allies, having considered that the ^Etolians, from whom 
the Onossians had received their mercenary forces, were at 
this time engaged in war against the Achseans and king 
Philip, sent some deputies to these, to desire that they 
would enter into an alliance with them, and send some 
troops to their assistance. To this request both Philip 
and the Achaeans readily consented : and having received 
them into the general confederacy, they sent soon after- 
wards to their assistance, four hundred Illyrians under the 
command of Plator, two hundred Achaeans, and a hun- 
dred Phocaeans. The Polyrrhenians, having obtained 
these succours, were now able to maintain the war with 
so great vigour, that they soon forced the Eleuthernaeans, 
the Cydoniatae, and the Apteraeans, to keep close behind 
their walls; and at last compelled them to join their party, 
and desert the alliance of the Cnossians. After this suc- 
cess, they sent in return to Philip and the Achaeans, five 
hundred Cretans; as the Cnossians also, not long before, 
had sent a thousand of their troops to the JEtoKans; to 
assist them severally in the war in which they were en- 
gaged. The young meh likewise, that had been driven 
fropa Gortyna, having gained possession of the port of 
Phaestia, and afterwards of their own harbour also, main- 
tained their posts with the greatest intrepidity; and from 
thence carried on the war without remission against the 
old Gortynians that were masters of the city. Such was 
the condition of affairs in Crete. 

About this time also, Mithridates began that war against 
the Sinopeans, which was indeed the source and first occa- 
sion of all those great calamities that afterwards befel this 
people. Upon this occasion they sent an embassy to 
Rhodes, to solicit some assistance. The Rhodians, having 
made choice of three among their- own citizens', delivered 
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to them a hundred and forty thousand drachmas; that 
from thence the Sinopeans might be furnished with the 
stores that were necessary for the war* From this sum 
they were supplied with ten thousand casks of wine; three 
hundred pounds of twisted hair, and one hundred pounds 
of strings, all prepared for use; a thousand suits of ar- 
mour; three thousand pieces of coined gold, and four 
catapults, with some engineers. The ambassadors having 
received these stores, returned again in haste to Sinope. 
For the Sinopeans were now filled with the greatest ap- 
prehensions; and were persuaded that Mithridates would 
at once invest them both by land and sea. They hastened 
therefore to make such a disposition of their forces, as 
might secure the city on both sides against the danger of 
a siege. 

Sinope is situated in a peninsula, which extends inta 
the sea, upon the right side of the Pontus, as we sail 
towards the Phasis. It stands upon the isthmus of the 
peninsula, and covers the whole extremity of the land, in 
the part which is connected with the continent of Asia, 
and which contains about two stadia only in its breadth. 
The peninsula itself, as it falls down towards the coast, is 
all flat and open ; but the borders of it, that are nearest to 
the sea, are rough, unequal, and very difficult of access. 
The Sinopeans therefore, being apprehensive that Mithri- 
dates would invest them on the side of Asia, and at the 
same time land some forces from the sea upon the opposite 
side, and possess himself of the open plain, together with 
all the posts that might command the city, began to fortify 
the circuit of the coast; driving sharp stakes into the 
ground, and throwing up intrenchments in every part in 
which the enemy could attempt to land ; and distributing 
their machines and troops into all the advantageous posts* 
And indeed, as this peninsula is of very moderate extent, a 
small body of forces may at all times be sufficient for its 
defence. But we shall here leave the Sinopeans, and re- 
turn again to the Social War. 

c c 2 
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CHAP. VI. 

r 

X HI LIP, beginning his march from Macedon with all the 
forces, advanced towards Thessaly and Epirus, with design 
to enter that way into JEtolia. At the same time Alex- 
ander and Dorimachus, having conceived some hopes of 
being able to lake iEgira by surprise,^lrew together a body 
of twelve hundred iEtolians to QEnatahia, a city of iEtolia, 
which stood opposite to the before- mentioned city: and 
having prepared some vessels for their transport, they 
fraited for the proper time to pass the gulf, and carry their 
purpose into execution. For a certain soldier, who had 
deserted the service of the iEtolians, and for some time 
past resided in iEgira, having remarked that the guards, 
who were posted at the gate which opened on the side of 
iEgium* were often drunk with wine, and remiss in all their 
duty, had frequently importuned Dorimachus, whom he 
knew to be singularly formed for conducting all such enter- 
prises, to take advantage of this negligence, and to enter by 
surprise into the city. iEgira is situated in Peloponnesus, 
near the gulf of Corinth, between Sycion and £gkimj upon 
hills that are rough and difficult of access. It looks towards 
Parnassus, and the country that is extended round that 
mountain, on the opposite side of the gulf, and is distant 
from the stea about seven stadia. When the proper time 
was cotne, Dorimachus, having embarked his forces, sailed 
away by sight, and cast anchor in the river that ran near 
the city: and from thence, accetopaiiied by Alexander, 
and by Archidamus the son of Pantaleon, he directed his 
march towards Mgifa, by the way that leads from j£gium. 
At the same time the deserter also, who had formed, the 
project, took with him twenty of the bravest soldiers ; and 
having, by sorhe private roads with which he was acquainted, 
gained the summit of the hills before the rest, he entered 
the city through an aqueduct, and finding all the guards 
buried fast in sleep, killed them even in their beds, broke 
the bars of the gates with hatchets, and set them open to 
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the enemy. The iEtolians entered in crovds together, 
exalting in their success ; and began to act as if the victory 
had already been their own. Bat this rash confidence 
proved afterwards the very cause of safety to the people of 
iEgira, and of destruction to themselves ; who were fool- 
ishly persuaded, that in order to be masters of a city, it was 
sufficient only to be within the gates. Under this belief, 
when they had kept together in a body for some little time 
ia the public place, as the day began now to appear, they 
were no longer able to restrain their appetite, but spread 
themselves through all the city in search of plunder, and 
forced their way into the houses, to sack and pillage them. 
Those, therefore, of the citizens who saw the enemy in 
their houses, before they had any notice of their approach* 
were struck with consternation, and fled in haste out of the 
city, not doubting but that the ^Etolians were already 
masters of the place. But the rest, to whom the danger 
had not reached, being alarmed in time by the distant 
noise, ran together for their defence, and all took their way 
towards the citadel. And as their numbers grew continu- 
ally, so their courage also and their confidence increased : 
while on the other hand the body of the iEtelians, from 
which many, as we have said, had fallen away, and dift- 
persed themselves on every side in search of plunder, 
became more and more disordered and diminished. When 
Dorimachus therefore perceived the danger to which he 
was now exposed, having again collected all the troops to- 
gether, he led them on towards the citadel ; in the hope, 
that by one bold and vigorous effort he should strike the 
enemy with terror, and force them instantly to retreat. 
But the iEgirates, having encouraged each other by mutual 
exhortations, sustained the charge with the greatest bravery. 
And as the citadel was not fortified by any wall, man with 
man, every one was engaged in close and single fight. The 
contest therefore was for some time such as might be ex- 
pected from the condition of the combatants. For as the one 
were struggling in the last defence of their children and their 

c c 3 
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country, so the others had no way to escape with safety, but 
by victory. At last, however, the JEtolians were constrained 
to fly : and the iEgirates, taking care to seize the very mo- 
ment in which they first began to yield, pressed upon them 
with such force and fury, that the greater part were thrown 
down in heaps together at the gate, and were trodden 
under foot, in the haste and consternation of their flight. 
Alexander was killed in the action, and Archidamus stifled 
among the crowds that pressed to gain their passage 
through the gate. The rest either fell in that disorder, or 
were hurried down the precipices, and there lost their lives. 
A small number only gained their ships, and were saved in 
a manner the most dishonourable; having thrown away 
their arms, and carrying nothing back but disappointment 
and despair. Thus the citizens of iEgira, by their cou- 
rage and intrepid firmness, recovered again their country, 
which, through their negligence, they had almost lost. 

About the same time Euripidas, who had been sent by 
the iEtolians to command the forces of the Eleans, made 
incursions upon the lands of Dyme, Pharae, and Tritaea ; 
and having gained a very great booty, was preparing to 
return back again to Elis; when Micus, a Dymaean, who 
was also the lieutenant of the Achaean praetor, drew 
together the troops of all those provinces, with design, to 
pursue the enemy, and harass them in their retreat. But 
as he advanced without sufficient caution, he fell into an 
ambuscade, in which forty of his men were killed, and two 
hundred taken prisoners. Euripidas, elate with this suc- 
cess, again led out his forces within some days afterwards, 
and made himself master of a fort called Tichos ; which 
was situated near the promontory Araxus, in the Dymsean 
territory ; and, as fables relate, was built in ancient times 
by Hercules, who used it as his citadel and place of arms 
in his wars against the Eleans. 

The. Dymseans, the Pharseans, and Tritaeans, having 
suffered so considerable a defeat, and dreading likewise 
that they should now be exposed to greater danger, since 
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this fort bad fallen into the possession of the enemy, at first 
sent couriers to inform the Achaean praetor of what had 
happened, and to request spme succours ; and afterwards 
they deputed to him some ambassadors, to urge the same 
demand. But Aratus not only was unable to procure at 
this. time any foreign troops, because the Acbaeans had 
neglected to discharge the stipends that were owing to their 
mercenaries from the time of the war against Cleomenes, 
but was in general wholly unskilled to form the measures 
that were necessary in such conjunctures ; and, in a word, 
betrayed the greatest want of courage and activity, in all 
things that related to the affairs of war. From hence it 
happened, that Lycurgus possessed himself of Athenaeum, 
in the Megalopolitan territory ; and Euripidas, besides his 
late success, took also Gorgon, a fortress situated in the 
district of Telphussa. 

When the Dymaeans therefore, the Fharaeans, and Tri^ 
taeans* perceived that no assistance was to be expected 
from the praetor, they resolved, that they would withdraw 
their share from the common contributions that were raised 
among the Achaean states, and maintain, at their own ex- 
pense, three hundred foot and fifty horse, to cover their 
lands from the incursions of the enemy. But though this 
measure was, perhaps, both wise and proper, with respect 
to their own particular safety and advantage, it is certain 
that nothing could be more pernicious to the common 
interests of the republic. For by this conduct they gave , 
not only the example, but furnished also a ready method 
and pretence to all that should, at any time, be inclined to 
break the general confederacy, and dissolve the union of 
the states. Yet it cannot be denied that, in justice, the 
blame must chiefly be imputed to Aratus.; whose delays 
and negligence still frustrated the hopes of those who 
depended on him for assistance. For though all men, in 
the time of danger, most willingly adhere to their allies, as 
long as any succours are to be expected from them ; yet, 
on the other hand, when they find that they are deserted 

c c 4 
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by those very friends upon whom ihey had fixed their 
hopes, they 'are theit forced to have recourse to themselves 
alone for safety, and to employ such remedies as are within 
their power. The Tritfeans therefore, and the rest may 
with good reason be excused, for having raised some forces 
at their own expence, when none could be obtained from 
the Achreansj but, on the other hand, they are greatly to 
be blamed that they refused any longer to contribute their 
proper *hare towards defraying the common wants of the 
republic. It was just, indeed, and necessary, that they 
should pay a due regard to their own immediate Safety. 
But it was also no less reasonable that they should dis- 
charge^ as the occasion then required, their duty to the 
states. And this was rather to be expected from them, not 
only because, by the laws of the confederacy* they were 
sure of being again repaid whatever they should advance 
for the common service, but because they had also borne 
the first and greatest part ift establishing this form of 
government in Achaia. Such was the state of affairs in 
Peloponnesus. 

In the mean while* Philip, having advanced through 
Thetesaly into Epirus, and being joined there by all the 
forces of the Epirots, together with three hundred slingers 
from Achaia, and the same number of Cretans also that 
were sent to him by the Polyrrhenians, continued his 
march through the province, and arrived upon the confines 
of the Ambracian territory. If, at this time, he had passed 
forwards without delay, and fallen suddenly with so great 
an army upon the inmost parts of iEtolia, he might at once 
have put an end to the war. But having resolved} at the 
request of the Epirots, to lay siege first to Ambracus, \ht 
by that means gave full leisure to the JEtoliaus to draw 
together their forces, and to form the measures that were 
necessary for their defence. For the Epirots, regarding 
rather their own particular advantage than the common 
interest of the allies, and being desirous to get Ambracus 
into their hands, had pressed the king with the greatest 
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earnestness, that he would endeavour to reduce that place. 
Their intention wab, to recover Ambracia from the JEto- 
lians. But this conquest could never be obtained but by 
first gaining Ambracus, and making their attacks from 
thetice against the city. For the place called Ambracus 
was a fortress of considerable strength, situated in the 
middle of a marsh, and secured by a wall and out- works. 
It was only to be approached by one narrow causeway, 
and commanded entirely both the city of Ambracia and all 
the adjoining country. Philip, therefore, yielded to their 
request, and having fixed his camp near Ambracus, began 
to make the necessary preparations for the siege. 

But while he was employed in this design Scopas, having 
drawn together all the JElolian forces, directed his route 
through Thessaly, and made incursions into Macedon. 
And when he had ravaged all the open country in the 
district of Pieria, and bad gained a very great booty, he 
continued his march from thence to Dium ; and finding the 
place deserted by the inhabitants, he threw down the walk 
and all the houses, and razed the Gymnasium to the 
ground. He set fire also to the porticoes that stood round 
the temple ; destroyed the sacred offerings that were de- 
signed either as ornaments of the {dace, or for the use of 
those who came to celebrate the public festivals ; and broke 
all the images of the kings. And having thus, in the very 
beginning of the war, declared himself the enemy of the 
gods as well as men, he then returned back again to his 
country; and, instead of being looked upon with horror on 
account of these impieties, was on the contrary received 
by the iEtolians with honours and applause, and regarded 
as a man who, by his brave and vigorous conduct, was able 
to perform the greatest services to the republic. For him- 
self, by his discourses, had so highly raised the confidence 
of all the people, that they were filled with new and eager 
hopes; and began to be assured that, after these exploits, 
no enemy would dare so much as to approach the JEto- 
lians; and that themselves might, on the contrary, here- 
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after pillage without resistance, not Peloponnesus only, as 
they had done in former times, but even Thessaly and 
Macedon. 

When Philip was informed of all the outrages that bad 
been committed in his kingdom, he perceived that he was 
justly punished for having yielded to the folly and ambi- 
tious spirit of the Epirots. He continued, however, still 
to press the siege of Ambracus. But when he had raised 
causeways in the marsh, and completed all the necessary 
works, the forces that were in the place were struck with 
terror, and surrendered to him after forty days. The king 
dismissed the garrison, which consisted of five hundred 
iEtolians, upon terms of safety ; and gratified the Epirots 
in their wishes, by leaving the fortress in their hands. 
He then decamped, and continued his march in baste 
along Charada, with design to pass the Ambracian gulf, in 
that part which was the narrowest, and which lay near the 
temple of the Acarnanians called A'ctium. For this gul£ 
which flows from the sea of Sicily, is less than five. stadia 
in its breadth, at its first entrance between Acarnania and 
Epirus. But advancing farther within the land, it spreads 
afterwards to the breadth of a hundred stadia, and extends 
in length to about three hundred from the sea. It divides 
Epirus from Acarnania, leaving the first on the side 
towards the north, and the latter on the south. Philip 
then passed the gulf, in the place which we have mentioned, 
and continued his route through Acarnania. And having 
increased his army with two thousand Acarnanian foot, 
and two hundred horse, he came and encamped before 
Phoetiae, a city of iEtolia, and pressed the siege with so 
great force and vigour that, after two days, the garrison, 
being struck with terror, surrendered upon conditions, and 
were dismissed with safety. On the following night five 
hundred iE'tolians, ignorant of what had happened, began 
their march towards the place. But Philip, having received 
timely notice of their approach, posted some troops in am- 
buscade, and killed the greater part as they advanced. 
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The rest were taken prisoners, a very small number only 
excepted, who saved themselves by flight. He then distri- 
buted among the troops an allowance of corn for thirty 
days from the stores that had been found in Phoetise ; and 
continuing his march afterwards towards Stratus, he en- 
camped upon the river Achelous, at the distance of ten 
stadia from the city; and from thence, sending out detach- 
ments from his army, wasted the whole country at his 
leisure, and found no resistance. 

The Achaeans, who were at this time scarcely able to 
support the burden of the war, no sooner were informed 
that Philip was so near, than they deputed to him some 
ambassadors, to request that he would advance immediately 
to their assistance. The ambassadors, when they had 
joined the king in the neighbourhood of Stratus, discharged 
their commission to him, agreeably to their instructions ; 
and having represented also to him how vast a booty might 
be gained if he would now invade Elea, they pressed him 
to transport his forces over to Rhium, and to fall suddenly 
from thence upon that province. 

The king, when they had ended, gave orders that they 
should not yet depart, and said, that he would deliberate 
with his friends concerning that which they had proposed: 
but at the same time he decamped, and began his march 
towards Metropolis and Conope. The inhabitants of Me- 
tropolis all left their houses upon his approach, and retired 
into the citadel. Philip therefore, having first set fire to 
the city, advanced forward to Conope. But when he ap- 
proached the river that ran near the town, and which was 
distant from it about twenty stadia, a body of iEtolian 
cavalry appeared ready to dispute his passage ; being per- 
suaded, that they should either entirely stop the Macedo- 
nians from advancing, or that the attempt would be at- 
tended with considerable loss. But . Philip, perceiving 
their design, gave orders that the peltastae should first pass 
the river in separate divisions, closing all their ranks, and 
forming that figure which is called the tortoise. When 
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this was done, and the first cohort had now gained the 
opposite side, the Cavalry advanced against them and began 
the combat. Bat as the Macedonians still stood firm, 
covering themselves with their shields in every part; and 
when the second and third divisions, having passed the 
river also in the same close order, came forwards to sup* 
port the first, the iEtolians, perceiving that they fatigued 
themselves in vain, retreated back again towards the city : 
and from that time these haughty troops were forced to 
remain quite behind their walls. 

The king then passed the river with the rest of the 
forces ; and having wasted all the country without resist- 
ance, he arrived near Ithoria, a fortress that was strongly 
fortified both by art and nature, and which commanded 
the road along which the Macedonians were obliged to 
pass. The iZEtorians that were left to guard it fled from 
their post as the king approached ; and Philip, being thus 
master of the place, immediately razed it to the ground. 
He gave orders also to the foragers that they should, in 
like manner, destroy all the fortresses that were scattered 
through the country. Having then gained the end of 
these defiles, he continued his march slowly forwards, that 
the army might have leisure to collect the booty. And 
when the troops were loaded with supplies of every kind 
in great abundance, he directed his route towards the 
Achaean CEniade. But having, in his way, encamped 
near Peeanium, he resolved first to make himself master of 
that city. He repeated, therefore, his attacks against it 
without any intermission; and in a short time took the 
place by storm. Paeanium was a city not very consider- 
able in size; for it was less than seven stadia in its circuit. 
But with regard to the houses, walls, and towers, it scarcely 
was inferior to any of the cities of that country. The 
king, having razed the walls to the ground, demolished 
likewise all the houses, and gave orders that the timber 
and the tiles should be floated, with the greatest care, 
across the river to CEniadse. The iEtolians at first re- 
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solved to hold possession of the citadel of this last city, 
which was strongly fortified with walls and other works. 
But as the king approached they were struck with terror, 
and retired. Philip, having thus gained this city also, con- 
tinued his march, and encamped before a fortress in the 
Calydonian district, called Elaeus ^ which was not only very 
strong by nature, but was fortified also with a wall, and 
filled with all the necessary stores of war, which Attalus 
had sent to the JEtolians not long before. But the Mace*: 
donians, in a short time, took the place by storm ; and 
when they had wasted all the Calydonian territory, they 
returned back again to OEniadee. The king, having then 
remarked that this city was situated with very great ad- 
vantage, as well for other purposes as because it afforded 
also an easy passage into Peloponnesus^ resolved to inclose 
it with a wall. For CEniadse is situated upon the coast, 
near the entrance of the gulf of Corinth, in the very ex- 
tremity of those confines which divide the provinces of 
Acarnania and -ZEtolia. Opposite to it, on the side of Pe- 
loponnesus, stands Dyme, with the country that lies round 
Araxus; and the distance between (Eniadae and this pro- 
montory is s6 small that it does not exceed a hundred 
stadia. Philip, therefore, having carefully considered , all 
these v circumstances, began first to fortify the citadel; and 
afterwards having raised a wall round the docks and har- 
bour, be resolved to join these ako to the citadel, employ- 
ing in the work all those materials which he had brought 
with him from Paeanium. But before he had completed 
this design he received the news, that the Dardanian% 
imagining that his intention was to advance forwards into 
Peloponnesus, had drawjn together a numerous army, and 
were preparing to make incursions into Macedon. Judg- 
ing it, therefore, to be necessary that he^should provide 
without delay for the security of his own proper kingdom, 
he now sent back the ambassadors of the Acbaeans ; having 
first assured them, that as soon as he had repelled this 
danger he would lay aside every other project and employ 
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all his power to assist their state* He then decamped, 
and returned back again in haste along the same way by 
which he had arrived. As he was preparing to pass the 
Ambracian gulf, which separates Acarnania from Epirus, 
he was met by Demetrius of Pharos, who had been de- 
feated in IUyria by the Romans, and had escaped in a 
single frigate, as we related in the former book. The king 
received hinT favourably, and directed him to sail on to 
Corinth, and from thence to go, through Thessaly, into 
Macedon ; while himself passed the gulf, and continued 
his march in haste through Epirus. But no sooner was 
he arrived at Pella than the Dardanians, having received 
notice from some deserters of his near approach, were 
struck with terror, and dismissed their army, though they 
had then advanced very near to the borders of the king- 
dom. Philip, being informed of their retreat, sent home 
likewise all the Macedonian troops to gather in their 
harvest; and himself went into Thessaly, with design to 
pass the rest of the summer at Larissa. 

At this time it was that iEmilius returned with conquest 
from IUyria, and entered Rome in triumph. About the 
same time Annibal having taken Saguntum by storm, sent 
his army into winter quarters. The Romans also, when 
they had received the news that Saguntum was destroyed, 
deputed some ambassadors to Carthage, to demand that 
Annibal should be delivered to them; and at the same 
time chose for consuls Publius Cornelius and Tiberius 
Sempronius, and began to make the necessary preparations 
for a war. We have already given, in the preceding book, 
a particular and distinct account of these transactions; 
and now mention them again, for the sake only of recalling 
to the reader's view, agreeable to the method which we 
promised still to observe, the chief events that were coin* 
cident with those which are now related. 
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CHAP. VII. 

JL HUS then was ended the first year of the hundred and 
fortieth Olympiad ; and as this also was the time in which 
the iEtolians usually elected their chief magistrates, they 
now chose Dorimachus for their praetor. As soon as he 
was invested with this dignity he assembled the troops in 
arms, and making an incursion into the upper parts of 
Epirus, plundered and destroyed the country with a more 
than common rage and fury; being much less solicitous to 
gain any advantage to himself, than to work the greatest 
mischief that was possible to the Epirots. Arriving at 
Dodona, he set fire to the porticoes of the temple, destroyed 
the votive offerings, and levelled the walls of the sacred 
edifice with the ground. Thus the iEtolians disdained to 
be confined within the ordinary limits either of peace or 
war; pursuing still, in both conjunctures, their own rash 
and violent designs ; and shewing not even the least regard 
eithfer to the laws of nations, or the established rights and 
customs of mankind. After this exploit Dorimachus re- 
turned back again to iEtolia. 

The winter was now approaching fast, and no person 
had expected that the Macedonians would at this time take 
the field, when Philip, advancing from Larissa, with three 
thousand cbalcaspides, two thousand peltastae, three hun- 
dred Cretans, and four hundred of the royal cavalry, 
passed from Thessaly into Euboe&, and from thence to 
Cynus, and continuing afterwards his route through Boeo- 
tia and the Megarisian district, arrived at Corinth in the 
very depth of winter; having performed his march with so 
much secrecy and diligence, that the people of Peloponne- 
sus were all ignorant of his approach. He immediately 
shut the gates of Corinth, and placed guards upon the 
roads; and sent to invite the elder Aratus to come to him 
from Sicyon. He wrote letters also to the praetor of the 
Achaeahs, and to the several cities, to appoint the place 
and time in which he expected to be joined by the troops 
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of the republic. He then marched away from Corinth, 
and encamped near Dioscurium in the Phliasian territory. 
About the same time Euripidas, who knew not that the 
king had entered Peloponnesus, began his march from 
Psophis, with two cohorts of Eleans, some bodies of pirates, 
and some mercenary troops, amounting in the whole to two 
thousand and two hundred men, together with two hun- 
dred horse, and advanced by the way of Pheneum and 
Stymphalus towards Sicyon, with design to waste the 
country. And having, on that very night in which Philip 
had encamped near Dioscurium, passed beyond the army 
of the king, he was ready just to enter the Sicyonian ter- 
ritory on the following day. But some Cretan soldiers, 
who had left their ranks and wandered far into the country 
in search of forage, fell in among the Eleans as they 
marched. Euripidas, being informed by these that the 
enemy was near, changed immediately the direction of his 
route, and, not communicating to any person his know- 
ledge of this accident, marched back again in haste by the 
way along which he had advanced ; in the hope, that he 
might be able again to pass beyond the Macedonians, and 
to possess himself the first of certain- mountainous defiles, 
that were on the other side of the Stymphalian district. 
The king, who on his part also was wholly igndrant of the 
arrival of these troops, pursued his first design, and con- 
tinued his march forwards in the morning, by the way of 
Stymphalus towards Caphyae. For this was the city in 
which be had desired that the Achaeans would meet to- 
gether in arms. But when the advanced guards of the 
Macedonian army was just now ready to ascend the hill 
called Apeaurus, which was distant from Stymphalus about 
ten dtadia, it happened that the foremost troops of the 
Eleans arrived also upon the same ascent. Euripidas, who, 
from the intelligence which he had received before, knew 
what the forces were that now appeared in sight, made 
haste to avoid the impending danger, and taking with him 
some few horsemen only, fled through private roads to 
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Psophis. The Eleans, being thus deserted by their chief, 
were struck with consternation, and for some time stopped 
their march, not knowing which way they should turn, or 
what measures were the best to take. For their officers 
were at first persuaded, that these were some Achaean 
forces, that bad been drawn together to defend the country. 
This mistake was occasioned chiefly by the sight of the 
chalcaspides, whom they supposed to be the troops of Me- 
galopolis. For in the battle against Cleomenes that was 
fought near Selasia, the MegalopoliUns had all made use 
of brazen bucklers; having received their arms* on that oc- 
casion from Antigonus. They retreated therefore, keeping 
their ranks entire, towards the neighbouring hills; and 
were still inclined to think, that they were not mistaken in 
their hopes. But when the Macedonians, as they continued 
to advance, approached more nearly to .their view, they 
then soon discerned the truth, and/ throwing away their 
arms, began to run with great precipitation. But twelve 
hundred of them were taken prisoners ; and the rest either 
were destroyed by the Macedonian soldiers, or lost their 
lives among the precipices. About a hundred only escaped 
•by flight. Philip sent away the spoils and prisoners to 
Corinth ; and pursued his route, as he had at first designed. 
The people of Peloponnesus were all struck with wonder, 
at an event so strange and unexpected by them : for they 
now first received the news together, both of the arrival of 
the king, and also of his victory. 

The Macedonians continued their route through Arca- 
dia; and having suffered great fatigue and hardship, as 
they passed the mountain called Oligyrtus, which was at 
this time covered deep with snow, they arrived in the night 
of the third day at Caphyae. The king, when he had 
rested here during two whole days for the refreshment of 
the troops, and being joined also by the younger Aratus 
with the Achaean forces, so that the whole army how con- 
sisted of ten thousand men, again marched forwards, 
through the Clitorian district, towards Psophfs ; carrying 
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with *" m all the machines and ladders that were Grand in 
any of the cities through which he passed. 

Fsophis is a city of Tory, high antiquity in Arcadia, 
being acknowledged to have been first built in ancient 
tinea by the Azancs. With regard to the whole of Pelo- 
ponnesus, it is situated near the middle of the country. 
But with respect to the single province of Arcadia, it 
stands upon the extreme borders of it toward the west; 
and is on that side closely joined to the confines of Flea, 
It commands with great advantage the whole territory of 
the Sloans; and was at this, time associated to their re- 
public Philip, arriving near this place in throe days 9 
march from Capbyae, encamped upon the bills that stood 
opposite to the city, and which afforded a safe and commo- 
dious view both of the place itsel£ and of fill, the neigh- 
bouring country. But when he had seen from hence the 
advantageous situation and uncommon strength of the city, 
he waa for some time in doubt, what resolution he should 
take. For Psophis on the side towards the west is se- 
cured by a rapid and impetuous torrent, which descends 
from the neighbouring hills, and in a short time forms for 
itself a channel very large and deep, which is not fordabk 
in any place during the greatest part of the winder season. 
On the eastern side flows the Erymanthus, a great and 
rapid river, the subject of many well known fables. And 
tins river likewise receives the torrent just now mentioned, 
which falls into it on the side towards the south. Thus 
three sides of the city are completely covered by these 
waters, and guarded against all access. On the fourth side, 
towards the north, stands a hill, well fortified and inclosed 
with walls, and which serves indeed as a citadel to the city; 
being perfecdy adapted, both by nature and by art, for 
sustaining the eflbrts of an enemy. The city itself was 
also secured by walls of an unusual height, completely 
built, and fortified with care; and was defended by a gar- 
rison of Elcans. Euripidas was also in the place, having 
saved himsdf in it after his flight. 
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When Philip had considered all these circumstances, he 
was in part inclined to- abandon the design which he had 
formed) to take the city either by storm or siege. But on 
the other hand, he was no less earnest to persist in the at- 
tempt, when he had again reflected upon the manner in 
which the place was situated. For as much as the Area* 
dians and Acheeatis were incommoded by this city, which 
pressed close upon the very confines of their country, and 
famished the Eleans with the power to carry oh the war 
against them with vigour and security, so much on the 
other hand would they be advantaged by it, if.it should 
now be taken: since it would not only serve to cover their 
own lands from insult, but might be used, also as a place of 
arms, from whence they might on their part make incur* 
sions into the Elean territory. The king therefore* having 
at last resolved to persist in his design, gave orders that 
the troops should take their usual repast, and hold them- 
selves in readiness, by break of day. And when tto 
morning came, he passed the Erymahthus, upon the bridge 
that was across it, without any resistance from the enemy, 
who were surprised at the attempt, and wholly unprepared 
against it. He then advanced towards the city in bold and 
terrible array. Euripidas and the rest were struck with 
doubt and consternation. For they at first had been per- 
suaded, that the Macedonians would neither attack by. 
storm a city of so considerable strength, nor yet venture 
on the other hand to engage in a long and regular siege 
in so severe a season. Thfey were therefore thrown into 
great perplexity, and began to fear, that some persons in 
the city had entered into a secret correspondence with the 
king. But when no proofs appeared to confirm this ap- 
prehension, the greater part ran in baste to defend the 
walls; while thfe mercenaries also that belonged to the 
Eleans advanced through a gate that was above the enemy, 
with design to fall upon them by surprise. The king, 
having ordered the ladders to be fixed against the walls iu 
three different parts at once, and divided the Macedonians 
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also into three separate bodies, gave the signal for the at- 
tack. , The troops then advanced together, and began to 
scale the city on every side. The besieged for some time 
maintained their ground with courage, and threw down 
many of the soldiers from the ladders. But as their store 
of darts and other weapons, provided only for the present 
exigency, soon began to fail; and when they also found, 
that the Macedonians were so far from being deterred by 
this resistance, that on the contrary no sooner was one 
roan, tumbled from the ladders, than the next that followed 
succeeded without any hesitation to his place; they at last 
turned their backs, and fled for safety to N the citadel, while 
the Macedonians entered by the walls. At the same time 
also the Cretan troops attacked the Elean mercenaries with 
such vigour and success, that they forced them soon to 
throw away their arms, and to fly in great disorder: and 
having pursued them to the very gate from whence they 
had made their sally, they entered it together with them. 
Thus the city was taken at once in every part. The 
Psophidians, with their wives and children, fled all into 
the citadel, together with Eurtpidas, and the rest that were 
able to escape. The Macedonians, being thus become the 
entire masters of the city, pillaged all the goods, and took 
possession of the houses. But those that had retired into 
the citadel, being destitute of all supplies, resolved. to pre- 
vent a worse misfortune, by submitting to the king. 
Having therefore dispatched a herald, and obtained per- 
mission to make a deputation to him, they sent their chief 
magistrates, together with Euripidas, by whose means a 
treaty was concluded, in which full safety was allowed to 
all, both citizens and strangers. The deputies then re- 
turned, having received orders from the king, that they 
should all still remain within the citadelrtiU the army had 
left the city; lest the soldiers, forgetful of their duty, 
should be tempted by the hopes of plunder to insult and 
pillage them. 

The king, being forced by the snpw, which about this 
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time began to fall, to remain for some days in Psophis, 
assembled together the Achaeans, and pointed out to them 
the strength and commodious situation of the place, and 
the advantages that might be drawn from it in the progress 
of the war* He spoke largely also of the affection and 
warm esteem, which he had conceived for their republic ; 
and added, that he would now give this city to them ; and 
that in all future times he should be ready to employ his 
utmost power to gratify their wishes, and seize every occa- 
sion to advance their interests. After this discburse, which 
was received by Aratus and the Achaean's with great' 
acknowledgments, he dismissed the assembly, and began 
his march towards Lasion. The Psophidians then left the 
citadel, and again took possession of their houses: and 
Euripidas went away to Corinth, and from thence into 
JEtolia. The Achaean chiefs that were present in the 
place left the care of the citadel to Proslaus of Sicyon, 
with a sufficient garrison, and appointed Pythias of Pellene 
to be governor of the city. In this manner was ended the 
siege of Psophis. 

The Eleans that were in garrison at Lasion, having 
been informed of all the circumstances of this conquest, no 
sooner heard that the Macedonians were advancing fast 
towards them, than they immediately left the place : and 
Philip, being thus become master of it upon his first ap- 
proach, gave this city also to the Achseans, as a farther 
testimony of his regard for their republic. He restored 
Stratus likewise, from whence the Eleans in like manner 
had retired, to the people of Telphussa, from whom it had 
before been taken. He then decamped, and arriving at 
Olympia after five days' march, offered sacrifice to the 
deity of the place^and feasted the chief officers of his 
army. And when he had allowed three days for the re- 
freshment also of the troops, he advanced farther into the 
Elean territory, and having encamped near the place called 
Artemisium, and from thence sent out detachments from 
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his army to collect the plunder of the country, he after- 
wards returned again to Dioscurium. 

While the Macedonians were employed in ravaging the 
country, many of the Eleans fell into their bands, but a 
much greater number fled for safety to the neighbouring 
towns, and to places that were not easy to be forced. 
For Elea far exceeds all the other parts of Peloponnesus, 
both in the number of inhabitants, and in the natural 
riches also which are there produced* For there are many 
among this people, who are so fixed in the enjoyment of a 
country life, and sq satisfied with the abundance of which 
they are possessed, that in the course even of two or three 
generations, they are never known to visit the capital of 
the province. This affection for the country is chiefly 
nourished by that high regard, which by the constitution 
of their government is shewn to those that are settled in it. 
For justice is administered amongst them in every district; 
and great pains employed, that they may always be sup- 
plied with all things that are necessary to life. The motive 
that inclined their legislators first to invent such laws, and 
to give such attention to their safety, seems partly to have 
been, that the province was itself of very wide extent ; but 
principally, because the inhabitants lived in ancient times a 
kind of holy life ; when their country, on account of the 
Olympic Gumes that were celebrated in it, was regarded by 
the Greeks as sacred and inviolable, and the people all 
eqjoyed a fijll repose, secure from danger, and exempted 
from thp miseries of war* But afterwards indeed, when 
the Arcadians attempted to take Lesion from them, with 
the lands tha$ lay round Pisa*, the Eleans were, then forced 
to have recourse to arms, and to change their former way 
of life. And since that tinje, they have not even made the 
least attempt to restore their country to those privileges of 
which they had been so long possessed ; but have still re- 
mained in the condition, into which tbey were thrown by 
that invasion. But certainly in this respect they have been 
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for ffata shewing a dtae regard to their own future interests. 
Fdr sinbe peace is that blessing* which we all implore the 
gods id give us; sincfe it is that for whose soke we bear to 
be exposed to $very danger; since, ia a word* among all 
the things that are esteemed good by men, there is none 
more generally acknowledged to deserve that nfcs*? it 
surely nkust be allowed to be a high degree of felly in the 
conduct of die Ele&ns, to refuse an acquisition of such 
value and importance, which tbey not only might obtain 
from the states of Greece upon fair and honourable term% 
but might hold possession of it also to all future times* 
Some perhaps may think, that if this people should again! 
return to their former lift, they must be exposed to the 
attempts of every enemy that should be inclined to violate 
treaties, and to fall by surprise upon their country. 
But as this would rarely happen, so the Greeks also #oilld 
all join together to revenge the insult. And with regard 
to any private robberies, they might at all tim*s be efifecn 
tuaJIy secured against thefti: since, by the help of that 
abundance which the continuance of peace would of neees* 
sity bestow, they might with ease maintain some troops of 
mercenaries, to be employed as occasion should require. 
But now from having dreaded dangers that were never 
Hkeiy to arrive* they expose their goods to constant pillage, 
and their country to perpetual war. I could wish there- 
fore, that lhe6e reflections might raise in the Eleans an 
attention to their proper interests 5 since they never will 
And a time more favourable than the present, to recover 
again an acknowledged confirmation of their rights, from 
all the states of Greece. 

But though these immunities have been long since lost, 
the people, however, ' as *e observed before, still retain 
some traces of their ancient manners, and especially of their 
attachment to a country life* ? Upon the arrivfel therefore 
of Philip in the province, great n timbers of them were taken 
prisoners by the Macedonians, and greater still escaped by 
flight. There was a fortress caHed Thalamae, into which 
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the chief part of the people had retired, together with their 
goods and cattle. The country round it was only to be 
entered by certain close defiles: and the place itselfj besides 
that it was difficult of all access, was also judged to be im- 
pregnable. But the king, being informed of the numbers 
that had fled together to this fortress, resolved to attempt 
and hazard every thing, rather than leave his work imper- 
fect. He ordered the mercenaries therefore first to take pos- 
session of the posts that commanded the entrance of the 
passes. And having left behind him in the camp his 
baggage, with the greater part of all his army, he then 
marched, through the defiles, with the peltastae and the 
light-armed troops, and arrived in sight of the fortress, 
without resistance. The Eleans, who were wholly unpre- 
pared to sustain a siege, and unpractised likewise in all the 
art of war, and who at this time had among them great 
numbers of the very meanest of the people, were struck with: 
terror at his approach, and immediately surrendered. 
Among the prisoners were two hundred mercenaries, which 
Amphidamus, the preetor of the Eleans, had drawn to- 
gether from different countries, and had brought them 
with him to this place. The king, having gained a very 
great quantity of valuable goods, with more than five 
thousand slaves, and cattle that scarcely could be num- 
bered, returned again to his camp: and from thence, 
because the troops were so encumbered with their booty, 
that they were wholly unfit to engage in any new attempt, 
he directed, his route back to Olympia, and there en- 
camped. . 



CHAP. YIN. 

ABOUT this time Apetles, who, among, those that were 
appointed by Antigonus to be the guardians of. young: 
Philip, was possessed of the greatest sway in all the coun- 
sels of the king, formed the base design of reducing the 
Ach»ans to the same vile condition as~that to which the 
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people of Tbessaly are subject. For though the Thess*- 
Hans were still governed, in appearance, by their own pe- 
culiar laws, and seemed on that account to be distinguished 
from the Macedonians, yet in reality there was no differ* 
ence between them. For both were equally obliged to 
yield strict obedience to the royal orders, and to submit 
without reluctance to all that was imposed. This man 
then, having regulated his project in his mind, began first 
to try the tempera of the Achaeans that were now present 
in the army. He gave permission to the Macedonians, to 
dispossess them of their quarters, and defraud them of 
their booty. And afterwards, he ordered many to be 
scourged, upon the slightest pretexts : and when any of 
their companions interposed to save them, or shewed any 
resentment of this treatment, himself conducted them to 
prison. By these means he was persuaded that the Achae- 
ans might insensibly be led to an entire and blind sub- 
mission; and think nothing cruel or severe, which at any 
time they should be forced to. suffer by order of the king. 
And yet he had seen not long before, when he was present 
in the army of Antigonus, that this Very people exposed 
themselves to every danger, and seemed ready to encounter 
every hardship with the greatest firmness, rather than fall 
into subjection to Cleomenes. But some young Achaeans, 
having run together in a body, went and disclosed to Ara-* 
tus the whole of this design. Aratus, wisely judging that 
it was necessary to defeat such evils in their first commence- 
ment, ran in haste to Philip. The king, when he had 
heard him, ordered the young men to lay aside their fears; 
assuring them, that nothing of this kind should herea/jt*? 
happen: and at the same time he strictly forbade /*' « 
to exact any thing from the Achssans, without the know* 
ledge and consent of their own praetor. In this manner 
Philip, by his humane and gentle treatment of those that 
were with him in the camp, as well as by his courage like** 
wise, and activity in the field, not only gained the affec- 
tions of the soldiers, but the favour also and esteem of all 
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the people of Peloponnesus. And indeed we can scarcely 
find a prince, more admirably formed by nature* with all 
those talents that are requisite for enlarging conquests, and 
sustaining the weight of empire. For he was possessed of 
a ready and clear discernment^ a happy memory $ a grace* 
fatness that was peculiar to all his actiofes; with such a 
dignity of aspect, as declared the monarch* arid inspired 
respect and awe. His activity also in the field was never 
wearied, and his courage never daunted. By what means 
afterwards these noble qualities were all destroyed, and 
from whence it happened that this prince, from a mild and 
gentle monarch, became at last a merciless and brutal 
tyrant, cannot be explained in a few words only. We 
shall tajce some occasion therefore more favourable than 
the present, to examine closely into the causes that pro* 
duced so wonderful a change. 

1 Philip having now decamped, continued his route from 
Olympia towards Pharaea, and from thence advanced to 
Telphussa, and afterwards to Heraea. In this place he sold 
his booty, and laid a bridge across the river Alpheus, with 
design to pass that way into Triphylia. About the same 
time Dorimacbus the JEtolian praetor, being pressed by 
the Eleans to save their country from destruction, sent to 
their assistance six hundred iEtolians under the command 
of Phylidas. When this general, arriving in Slea, had 
joined his troops with the forces that were at that time in 
the service of the Eleans, five hundred mercenaries, a 
thousand soldiers of the country, and a body of Taren- 
tmes, he from thence directed his march also towards 
Triphylia. This country, which derives its name from 
Triphvlus a native of Arcadia, is a part of Peloponnesus, 
lying near the sea, between the provinces or Messeiiia and 
Elea* It looks upon the sea of Afrie; and is situated m 
the extremity of all Greece, on the side of the sdiith-we&t 
The towns which it contains are Samicum, Lepreura, 
Hypana, Typanaea, Pyrgus, -SSpynm, Botox, Stylteghnn, 
and Phrixa. The Eleans, having forced these towns to 
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submit to their republic, added to them not long afterward* 
AHphira likewise; which stood within the limits of Arca- 
dia, and at first was subject to the MegalopohUns. But 
Alliadas, the tyrant of Megalopolis, in return lor some per- 
sonal advantages, surrendered it to the Eleans. 

Phylidas, having entered this country with his army, 
sent away the Eleans to Lepreum, and. the mercenaries to 
Aliphira ; while himself with the JEtolians, remaining in 
the neighbourhood of Typanaea, attended to the motions 
of the Macedonians* Philip, being now disencumbered of 
his booty, passed the Alpbeus, which flows close along the 
city of Herjea, and directed his roate to Aliphira* This 
city is built upon a hill, which is on every side steep and 
craggy, and more than ten stadia in its height. Upon the 
summit stands the citadel, and a brazen statue also of Mi- 
nerva, of a very uncommon size as well as beauty. With 
what design it first was wrought, and at whose expence; 
the place from whence it came, and the person by whom 
it was here fixed and.dedicated ; are things that even the 
inhabitants of the country are not. able to explain with 
certainty. But all acknowledge it to have been the work 
of Sostratus and Hecatodorus ; and regard it as one of the 
most finished pieces, that ever were produced by those 
great artists. 

The king, having waited for a day that was serene and 
bright, commanded the men whose task it was to carry 
the ladders, to advance first from different parts, with the 
mercenaries in front \p cover them. The Macedonians? 
divided also into separate bodies, followed close behind; 
and were ordered, with, the rest, to ascend the hill, as soott 
as the sun should begin to shine. The troops advanced 
accordingly with great alacrity and vigour} while the 
Aliphireans ran together in crowd* to every side* from 
whence they saw the Macedonians ready to approach. Alt 
the same time the king, with a select body of soldiers^ 
having climbed up certain precipices, ascended uapereeived 
to the suburbs of the citadel. The signal was now given 
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for the assault; the ladders raised against the walls; and 
the troops began in every part to scale the city. But the 
king, having first gained possession of the suburbs, which 
were left without defence, immediately set fire to them. 
When those therefore, that were employed in defending 
the walls against the enemy, saw what had happened, they 
were seized with consternation ; and began to fear, that if 
the citadel should be lost, there would be then left to them 
no resource. They abandoned therefore all their posts; 
and fled into the citadel; and thus the Macedonians be- 
came masters of the city, almost without resistance. Not 
long afterwards, a deputation was sent also from the citadel 
to the king, and the place delivered into his hands, on con- 
dition only that the people should be safe. 

This conquest struck no small terror into all the people 
of Tripbylia; and forced them to consult together, by what 
measures they might best preserve their country. About 
the same time also, Phylidas led away his troops from 
Typanasa, and retired to Lepreum; plundering all the 
province as he passed. For this' was the reward, which 
the allies of the iEtolians seldom failed to receive; being 
either deserted by them in the time of their most pressing' 
need; or else pillaged, and betrayed: and forced to suffer 
from their confederates and friends such cruel treatment, 
as could scarcely be expected even from a conquering 
enemy. As soon therefore as the king approached, the 
inhabitants of Typaneea and of Hypana surrendered their' 
cities to him. The Phialians also, being informed of all 
that had happened in Tripbylia, and having been long 
desirous to shake off their alliance with the iEjolians, ran 
together in arms, and took possession of the place in which 
the polemarchs were accustomed to assemble. There were 
at this time some iEtolian pirates in Phialia, who had 
fixed. their residence in the city, that from thence they 
might be able to make incursions upon the lands of the 
Messenians. These men, upon the first appearance of this - 
commotion, had resolved- to take arms and' reduce the in- 



chap. via. OF POLYBIUS. 41S 

habitants by force. . But when they saw that the people all 
ran together in crowds, and were preparing to make a 
vigorous resistance, they abandoned their desigft, and, 
having obtained conditions for their safety, retired from 
the place, carrying with them all their baggage. The 
Phialians then sent some deputies to Philip, and invited 
him to take possession of their city. 

During the time of this transaction, the inhabitants of 
Lepreum also, having possessed themselves of a certain 
part of the city, commanded the Eleans, the ifitolians, and 
the Lacedaemonians, who had likewise joined thekn, to 
retire both from the citadel and city. This demand, how- 
ever, was at first entirely slighted; Pbylidas still kept his 
post; and was persuaded, that he should be able to deter 
the Lepreates from attempting any thing against him. 
But when he heard that Taurion, with one part of the 
Macedonian forces, had already gained possession of Phia- 
lia, and that the king himself was advancing towards Le- 
preum with the rest, he began at once to lose all hope, 
while, the Lepreates oir the contrary assumed new confi- 
dence. And though there were at this time in the place 
a thousand Eleans, with a thousand pirates and iEtolians; 
five hundred mercenaries, and two hundred Lacedaemoni- 
ans; and though the enemy were masters of their citadel ; 
yet so admirable was the spirit, and such the glorious con- 
stancy of this people, that they resolved' on no account to 
yield to these invaders, or throw away the hope of being 
able to defend their country. When Phylidas, therefore, 
saw their firmness, and heard also that the Macedonians 
were just ready to approach, he at last left the city, 
together with .the Lacedaemonians and Eleans. -The Cre- 
tans, that had joined the troops of Sparta; returned back 
again to their own country through Messenia; while Phy- 
lidas, with the other forces, directed his route towards 
Samicum. The Lepreates, having thus recovered the 
entire possession of their country, sent some deputies to 
Philip, and surrendered their city to him. 
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As soon as the king was informed of these transactions, 
he sent the chief part of his army away to Lepreum, while 
himself with the peltaste and the light-armed troops, pur- 
itted the enemy, and, falling upon them in their retreat, 
made himself master of all their baggage. But Phylidas, 
having marched with the greatest haste, escaped safe to 
Samicum. Philip, therefore, encamped before the place; 
and,, when the rest of his forces had advanced from Le- 
preutn to join him, began to make such preparations, as 
threatened the inhabitants with the prospect of a siege. 
But the ^Etolians and Eleafes, being wholly unprepared to 
sustain a siege, and having nothing but their hands only 
to defend them, were struck with terror, and offered td 
surrender upon terms of safety; and having obtained per- 
mission to leave the city with their arms, they retreated to 
Elea. After this success, the neighbouring cities all sent 
their deputies to the king, and submitted to him at dis- 
cretion. These were, Phrixa, Styllagium, Epyum, Bolax, 
Pyrgus, and EpitaHum. Philip, having thus in the course 
of six days only reduced the whote province of Triphylia, 
returned again to Lepreum. And when he had first ex- 
horted the inhabitants to remain steady in their duty, and 
had placed a garrison in the citadel, he marched away to 
Hersea with all his forced, leaving to Ladicus an Acarna- 
nian the government of Triphylia. Arriving at Heraea, 
he there divided the booty among his soldiers : and having 
taken again the baggage, which he had left behind him in 
this place, he continued his route from thence to Megalo- 
polis, though it was now the depth of winter. 

While Philip was employed in reducing the cities of 
Triphylia, Chilon, a citizen of Lacedaemon, who thought 
that his birth had given him the fairest title to the sove- 
reignty of Sparta, being enraged that the ephori had 
alighted his pretensions, and bestowed that dignity upon 
Lycurgus, resolved to raise some disorders in the state. 
He flattered himself, that by following only the example of 
Cleomenes, and tempting the hopes and ambition of die 
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ranltitude with the prospect of a new division of lands, he 
tbonld at ooce draw all the people to his party. Having 
communicated his intention, therefore, to his friends, and 
engaged about two hundred of them to share in the 
danger with him, he made baste to carry his project into 
execution. As Lycurgus* and the epho4 who had raised 
him to the kingdom, were the chief obstacles to his design* 
it was necessary (bat these should be first removed. He 
topk the occasion therefore when the ephori were at 
supper, and falling upon them by surprise, killed them at 
their table- Thus that punishment befel them, which was* 
in justice, due to their late transactions. For whether we 
consider the hand by which they fell, or the cause that 
drew this vengeance down upon them, they may well be 
thought to have merited their fate. 

As soon a* this work was finished, Chilon ran in haste 
toward? the house of JLycurgus. But though this magi-* 
strate was then at home, he found means, with the assist-* 
ance of some friends and neighbours, to retire unperceived; 
and escaped through private roads to the town that was 
called Pell$ne of Tripolis. Chilon, having thus failed in 
the chief and most important part of his intended enter* 
prise, began to lose all hope. But as there was now no 
room left to retreat, he advanced into the forum, killing all 
his enemies, and calling aloud to his friends to join him ; 
inviting the people also to his party, by those hopes and 
promises that were just now mentioned. But when the 
citizens were so far from shewing even the least regard to 
his pretensions, that, on the contrary, they began to run 
together in parties to oppose him, he secretly withdrew, 
and, passing through Lscoiiia, fled unattended into the 
Achaean territory. The Lacedaemonians, being at this 
time also terrified by the near approach of Philip, removed 
all their stores from the open country; and abandoned 
likewise the fortress of Athenaeum in the Megalopolitaij 
territory, having first razed it to the ground. 

Thus this people, who, from the first establishment of 
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their state, under the laws of the wise Lycurgus, had en- 
joyed the fairest form of government, and flourished in 
great strength and power, to the time of the battle of 
Leuctra, began, after that period, gradually to decline from 
their former fortune, and to fall into contempt and ruin. 
And having long been torn by intestine tumults and com- 
motions, their peace being still disturbed by Agrarian laws, 
and their citizens driven into banishment, they at last were 
forced to bow to a succession of severe and haughty 
tyrants, to the time of Nabis, and to yield to all the 
miseries of the very vilest servitude; those, who, in ancient 
times, had been unable to support even the name of 
slavery* But there are many who have written very 
copious accounts of the former condition of this people, 
and of all their various fortunes ; and with regard to the 
changes that have happened to them since Cleomenes first 
subverted the legal constitution of the state, we shall take 
occasion to relate, in the progress of this history, all those 
that were of chiefest note, and which best deserve to be 
remarked. 

Philip now decamped from Megalopolis, and taking his 
route through Tegea, arrived at Argos, and passed the rest 
of the winter in that city ; having obtained among all the 
Greeks the highest admiration and esteem, as well from his 
manners and whole deportment, as by those great actions 
also which he had now performed in war, beyond all 
that could be expected from a prince of such tender 
age. 

During this time Apelles, who had not yet desisted 
from his project, was revolving in his mind the measures 
by which he might best be able to reduce the Achaeans by 
degrees beneath the Macedonian yoke. As he saw that 
Aratus and his son were likely to prove the greatest obstacles 
in the way of this design, and that Philip was inclined to 
pay no small regard to these two magistrates, especially to 
the eldest of them, not only because he had stood in high 
esteem and favour with Antigonus, and was a man of great 
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authority among the Achaeans, but chiefly oq account of 
his ready talents and profound discernment in all the 
affairs of government ; he judged it to be, in the first place, 
necessary that he should frame some contrivance by which 
he might destroy their credit with the king. With this 
view, having made taquiry after those Achaeans who op- 
posed AratUs in the government, he invited them to come 
to him from their several cities, and spared no kind of 
pains or flattery that might win their favour, and fix them 
in his interests. He then introduced them all to Philip; 
haviug first instructed each of them to insinuate to the 
king, that as long as he was guided by the counsels of Aratus, 
he must be forced, in ail things that related to the Achaeans, 
closely to observe the terms of the alliance ; but that, on the 
contrary, if he would submit his interests to the care of these 
new friends, he might soon, with their assistance, become 
the master of Peloponnesus, and govern the people by his 
own single will. When Apelles had thus far advanced in 
his design, his next care was tq obtain, if it were possible, 
that one of this faction should be elected praetor of the 
Achaean*; by which means Aratus would entirely be 
excluded from the administration of the state. As the 
time, therefore, of the election now drew near, he pressed 
the king to go himself to iEgium, on pretence of marching 
that way into Elea. Philip yielded his consent, and 
Apelles, who was likewise present, partly by the force of 
threatening*, and partly by solicitation, prevailed at last, 
though not without great difficulty; and gained the point 
which he had in view. For Eperatus, a citizen of Pharae, 
was elected praetor ; and Timoxenas, supported by the in- 
terest of Aratus, was repulsed. 

From iEgium the king began his march, and passing 
through Patrae and Dyme, arrived at Tichos, a fortress 
situated upon the extreme borders of the Dymaean terri* 
tory, abd which had been token by Euripfdas not long 
before, as we have already mentioned. The king, having 
resolved to employ his utmost power to recover again this 
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place for the Dymaeans, encamped before it with all his 
forces. But the Eleans that were posted in it were struck 
with terror and surrendered. This fortress was of no 
great size, being not more than a stadium and half in its 
circumference. But the strength of it was considerable; 
for the height of the walls was full thirty cubits. Philip 
restored the place to the Dymaeans, and from thence made 
incursions into the Elean territory. And having wasted 
all the country, and gained a very great booty, be led his 
army back again to Dyme. 

But Apelles, having thus far accomplished his design, 
and obtained a praetor of his own election, began now to 
renew his attacks against Aratus, in order wholly to re- 
move him from the confidence of the king. For this 
purpose, he had recourse to a calumny, which was thus 
contrived. When Amphidamus the Elean -general, who 
had been taken prisoner with the rest that had retired to 
Thalarnee, was conducted to Olympia, he employed the 
mediation of some friends to procure admission for him to 
the king: and when he had gained a time of audience, he 
displayed in a long discourse the high authority and credit 
in which he stood among the Eleans, and assured the king, 
that he could easily engage that people to enter into an 
alliance with him. Philip, being prevailed on by these 
promises, immediately released Amphidamus, and sent him 
to the Efeans; with ofders to assure them, that if they 
.would embrace his friendship, he would restore to them all 
their prisoners without any ransom, and secure their 
province against all incursions ; and that they still' should 
live in perfect freedom, without garrison or tribute, and 
enjoy their own form of government. But, how generous 
soever and inviting these conditions might appear, the 
Eleans remained unmoved, and rejected all that was pro- 
posed. 

Apelles seized on this refusal as a proper ground for the 
calumny which he now contrived, and carried to the king. 
He told him, that it might now be seen^ how false were 
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those professions of zeal and friendship, with which Aratus 
and his son had hitherto deceived him : that in their hearts 
they were far from being disposed to favour his preten- 
sions, or promote the interests of the Macedonians : that 
the aversion which the Eleans had now shewn towards 
him was solely to be imputed to their arts and manage- 
ment : that when Amphidamus was sent from Olympia to 
Elis by the king, they had employed in secret all their . 
pains to convince him, that it was by no means for the 
advantage of the people of Peloponnesus that Philip should 
become the master of the Eleans : and that from hence 
alone had sprung that haughtiness, and fierce disdain, 
with which this people had rejected all his offers, and had 
resolved to adhere to their alliance with the iEtolians, and 
still sustain the war against the Macedonians. 

Philip, when he had heard this accusation, ordered 
Aratus and his son to be called before him. Apelles then 
repeated in their presence all the charge, urging it against 
them with a bold and threatening confidence. And as the 
king still kept silence, he added, that since they had shewn 
themselves so thankless and ungrateful, and had so ill 
repaid the many favours which they had received from 
Philip, this prince had now resolved to call together the 
Achaean states, and, when he had explained to them the 
motives of his conduct, to return again to Macedon. But 
the eldest Aratus, beginning now to speak, besought the 
king, that he would by no means judge with passion, or 
give a hasty credit to the things which he had heard, with- 
out some previous examination and enquiry: that in every 
charge especially, that was directed against any of his 
allies or friends, it was proper first to weigh the evidence 
with the nicest and most scrupulous care: that such a con- 
duct was not only worthy of a prince, but of the last im- 
portance also, with respect to his own interests and advan- 
tage. He desired, therefore, that those who had heard 
these matters of which Apelles had accused them, might be 
called to the presence of the king: that. Apelles also should 
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attend, with the person from whom he had received hit 
information : and, in a word, that, before any complaint was 
made to the Achaean states, every method should be tried, 
by which it was possible to gain a knowledge of the truth. 
Philip approved of this advice; and having promised to 
pursue it, he then dismissed them. 

Some days afterwards had passed, and Apelles had not 
yet produced the proofs that werd desired, when an acci- 
dent fell out, which proved of great advantage to Aratus. 
While Philip was. employed in plundering the country of 
the Eleans, this people having conceived some suspicion of 
Amphidamus, resolved to seize, and send him as a prisoner 
into JEtolia. But Amphidamus gained early notice of 
their design, and fled at first to Olympia. ' And being 
there informed that the king was gone to Dyme, to dis- 
tribute the booty among his troops, he made haste to join 
him in the city. As soon as Aratus heard that this gene- 
ral had escaped from Elis, and was arrived at Dyme, being 
conscious of his own innocence, he ran to Philip with great 
alacrity and joy, and requested that Amphidamus might 
immediately be called before him : that no one better knew 
the grounds of the charge that bad been brought against 
him, than the man who had been a partner in the secret: 
and that, on the other hand, it clearly was his interest to 
disclose the truth ; since he had now been forced to leave 
bis country on account of his attachment to the king, and 
had no hopes of safety but in his protection. The king 
consented to this request; and having ordered Amphi- 
damus to be examined in his presence, he found that the 
accusation was in all points false. From this time, there- 
fore, his affection for Aratus every day increased, and his 
attachment to him became stronger than before; while 
Apelles on the contrary sunk low in his esteem. But hb 
mind had been now so long possessed with prejudice in 
favour of this minister, that it forced him still to overlook, 
upon many occasions, the errors of his conduct. 

In the mean while Apelles, not being in any degree 
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deterred by what bad happened from persisting still in the 
same deftigna, made bis next attack against Taurion, who 
was entrusted with the care of the affairs of Pelopobnesu* 
He charged him, however; with no kind of crime; but on 
the contrary spoke largely in bis praise ; and represented 
to the king, what great services might be expected from a 
man of Inch abilities, if he were present in the camp* But 
his intention was, to bestow thii abatge upon some person 
of his own appointment. For this is One of those new 
methods, contrived by men of bad designs: to destroy the 
fortunes of their neighbours, not by detraction* but by 
praise* An artifice, replete with malignant rancour, and 
the basest treachery ; invented first in the courts of princes* 
to lie the instrument of jealousy and sordid avarice ; and 
employed solely to promote the purposes of those, who 
strive to rise upon the ruins of another* He seized every 
occasion also that was offered to censure Alexander, the 
captain of the gqards; having resolved to fill this post 
likewise with another of his own election: and, in a word, 
to change, if possible, the whole disposition which Anti- 
gonus had made. For Antigonus, not only while he lived, 
had governed Macedon and the young prince himself with 
the greatest prudence, but left behind him also at his 
death such wise provisions, as seemed most proper to 
secure the future ease and safety of the kingdom. He 
explained to the Macedonians in his will, the measures 
which himself had followed in the affairs of government; 
and prescribed the plan of the administration for the time 
to come ; naming the persons also, to whom he left the 
conduct of the state, and allotting severally to each his 
proper post; that be might thus cut off at once all pretence 
for jealousy, and renfove every incitement to sedition. By 
these directions, Apelles was appointed guardian to the 
prince ; Leontius, general of the infantry ; Megaleas, the 
chief secretary ; Alexander, captain of the guards; and 
Taurion, the commander, to preside in Peloponnesus. 
Among these, Leontius and Megaleas were already in all 
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points devoted to Apelles. The great object therefore of 
his present care was to remove Taurion and Alexander 
from their posts ; by which means the whole administration 
of the government would fall into his own hands entire, or 
into the hands of those who possessed his confidence. And 
this design must soon have been accomplished, if he had 
not raised against himself an enemy in Aratus. But that 
wrong policy defeated all his measures ; and drew after it 
the punishment that was justly due to his imprudence and 
insatiable ambition : so that within a short time afterwards, 
he was himself involved in those calamities which he had 
prepared for others. In what manner this misfortune hap- 
pened to him, we shall at present forbear to mention, 
having brought this book to its conclusion. But in that 
which follows, we shall take occasion to give a clear 
account of this event, with all the circumstances .that 
attended it. Philip, after these transactions which we 
have now related, returned to Argos, to pass the winter 
there together with his friends, and sent the forces back to 
Macedon. 
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